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 Speaking personally, I am one who tends to welcome change 
most of the time.  But I find that, as I get older, this is less the 
case.  I think I’m switching groups.  I’m certainly stubborn, as 
is human nature.  And I like tradition.  In The Episcopal Church, 
so much is constantly changing…  And I like that, in general, 
St. Matthew’s is slow to change, and I think this posture has 
positioned us well as a church for more than 200 years.
 But the new year brings with it a swing of that pendulum.  

On our pilgrimage in November, 28 of us from St. Matthew’s 
traveled by ferry to the island of Patmos, where St. John wrote 
the ominous and mind-bending Book of Revelation.  In it, he very 
specifically shares a vision of Christ, seated on a throne, speaking 
to the church these words: “Behold, I am making all things new.” 
 As the new year dawns, I can’t help but associate the new 
things of life as being intertwined with God’s gracious handiwork.  
And does hope not always takes the form of something new when 
it finally arrives?  I suggest to you that, indeed, God is in the 
new.  The spirit does not calcify.  May we look expectantly to 
God along these lines, both individually, and as a church in 2023.  
Amen.

Preview Party
 In keeping with the most fun tradition of 
ASB, the show will open on Fri., Jan. 27 with 
our ticketed Preview Party from 6:30 – 9 p.m.  
Musical entertainment will be provided by 
Mark Weigel and Dogbone and as is tradition, 
Happiness Is Catering will generously be 
providing delicious canapes, with the men of 
St. Matthew’s running the bar.
 

 

ShowDates
 The show will be open on the Sat. and 
Sun, Jan. 28 and 29 and again the following 
weekend on Fri., Sat. and Sun., February 3 - 
5.  Hours each day are 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Special Events
 Carol Bouyoucos, a longtime friend of 
ASB as both an artist and a patron, will give 
a talk on “How to be Artistically Creative 
with a Smartphone.”  You may recall due 
to a snow storm last year this talk had to be 
cancelled and so we are delighted to be able 
to reschedule it for Sat., Feb. 4 at 5 p.m.  

Silent Auction
 The ASB silent auction will return with 
unique and very special items for all ASB 
patrons to bid on including a week’s holiday 
in a beautiful apartment in the center of the 
Tuscan town of Lucca, and two fun offerings 
from our very own clergy. 
Charities
 The 2023 show will support the following 
local charities which look after our neighbors 
most in-need by providing amongst other 
things, food, shelter, and protection from 
abuse.
 Abbott House
 A-Home
 Boys and Girls Club
 Community Center of Northern   
 Westchester
 Endeavor Therapeutic Horsemanship
 Hope’s Door
 Hour Children
 Midnight Run
 Mt. Kisco Interfaith Food Pantry 
 Neighbors Link
 Rehabilitation Through the Arts
 Hospice Care in Westchester and Putnam  
 VNA

 
 

 
Tara Deeks, Chair, Art Show: Bedford

Tradition by Mireille Duchesne
"It takes an endless amount of history to make even a little tradition " 

Henry James

 I remember listening to a TED talk a few years ago in which 
a scientist suggested that there are two kinds of people: those 
who are averse to change, and those who instinctively welcome 
change. One is not better than the other, and both groups need 
each other, I suspect. But, I wonder, do you fit into one of those 
two camps?

Looking to the Future
 We are excited to look to the next 50 years 
and continue
living the dream
of Mary Berol,
who started the
ASB. The last 50
years saw many
challenges, ranging
from simple snow
storms prohibiting
us from opening to
a global pandemic,
but each year without
fail, the Women of
St. Matthew’s have
succeeded in holding a show (even if virtual) 
and contributing to the well-being of our 
community through partnership with beloved 
charities. We live in an ever more digital world, 
perhaps in years to come we may find ourselves 
offering NFT’s …. I suspect that is some way 
off, but it is an exciting and rewarding journey 
to be on in the company of a very special group 
of parishioners on the Art Show: Bedford 
organizing committee.

 Don’t miss out on the chance to enjoy this 
special celebration and of course to have the 
first chance to purchase art from this year’s 
show. For tickets and more information visit: 
www.artshowbedford.org.

https://www.artshowbedford.org


 Before their wedding – John Walker, Senior Warden, presents 
to John and Sara Beth wishes of happiness and blessings from 
parishioners.
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Santa Comes to St. Matthew’s 
Preschool
  

   
     

 
 
 

    
 
 
 

 
     

     
 

 
     

 
    

 
 January!  A month of 
crisp cool air, all activities 
that involve snow and a new 
year.  For schools, it’s not the 
beginning of our year, but rather 
we are in the middle of our 
school year.  This is a time that 
teachers and parents see big 
development jumps in children.  
Our 2-year-olds are not babies, 
but toddlers who love coming to 
school and are beginning to 
form relationships with other 
children.  They have settled into 
their first school experience 
and enjoy their teachers and 
their routines.  Our 3-year-olds are developing a strong sense of self 
and confidence in trying new things and not giving up when something 
doesn’t work the first time.  Lastly, the Pre-Kindergarteners are 
learning new skills that they can apply at school and at home.  Their 
inquisitiveness, love of learning and perseverance are exciting to watch.  
As I have said in other articles, I feel truly blessed to be a part of St. 
Matthew’s. 

Leslie Thivierge, Director

 We had a wonderful 
Christmas Family Chapel and 
Sing-along on Dec. 15. Rev. 
Drew Courtright, Rev. John Zahl 
and the St. Matthew’s Preschool 
children made the service special 
and memorable. The teachers, 
parents and grandparents were 
touched by the pure joy that the 
children showed performing for 
their families. John and Drew 
had one more surprise up their 
sleeves. They led the children 
outdoors to the front of the 
church where they were met
by Santa sitting in the Bedford 
fire truck. To say that the 
children were excited is an 
understatement!
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Warm Reading for a Cold, Winter 
Night
 In Low Anthropology, popular author and theologian David Zahl 
(John’s brother) explores how our ideas about human nature influence 
our expectations in friendship, work, marriage, and politics. We all go 
through life with an “anthropology”--an idea about what humans are 
like, our potentials and our limitations. A high anthropology--thinking 
optimistically about human nature--can breed perfectionism, anxiety, 
burnout, loneliness, and resentment. Meanwhile, Zahl invites readers 
into a biblically rooted and surprisingly life-giving low anthropology, 
which fosters hope, deep connection with others, lasting love, 
vulnerability, compassion, and happiness.  (Amazon Books)

Church School
Happy New Year!

 The holidays are the most wonderful time of the year!  But 
sometimes they can also be a complete whirlwind.  The time is just 
a little too full.  A little too busy.  A little too fast. We spend the 
season of Advent waiting and hoping – while rushing and planning. 
Preparing for what’s to come – while tackling what is.  And then all 
of a sudden, it’s Christmas and we celebrate the Christ child, born 
that long ago Christmas night and living anew in our hearts.  And 
then it’s on to the next...
 I know for me, spending my first holiday season back in my 
hometown, enjoying the first snow of the season and experiencing 
all that this time of year brings with all of you has been absolutely 
wonderful.  And also, just a little too full.  A little too busy.  And a 
little too fast. 
 So instead of just jumping on to the next, as we begin 2023 
together, I’m looking forward to taking more time to breathe between 
plans, finding moments of the peace that surpasses all understanding 
and remembering to stay present in the good news of great joy that is 
for all of us.  I invite you to join me on this journey of slowing down 
and being more present in the little moments with your children and 
families and God’s great love.  

Celebrating Christmas!  

  
         

           
           

Looking Ahead 

 New Year, New Testament.  We’ll be kicking off 2023 in Church 
School on Jan. 8 and we’d love your children to join us as we dig into 
stories about prayer, following Jesus, miracles and so much more. 
  

  Melissa Torres, Children’s Ministry Coordinator

 Youth and Confirmands preparing the ornaments given to children 
on Christmas Eve.

 I am always happy to answer any questions about Church 
School or the children!  You can contact me at mtorres@ 
stmatthewsbedford.org.

 What a joyous season it was in Church School! This year’s 
Christmas Pageant, directed by Tara Deeks, was a beautiful retelling 
of the Christmas story. We’re so thankful to the 67 children and 
youth who were absolutely wonderful at bringing the story to life and 
to all who helped make it happen!  (See video here.)

mailto:mtorres@stmatthewsbedford.org
https://vimeo.com/stmatthewsbedford/review/784669713/c76bccb883
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A Joyous Advent  at St. Matthew’s

Great, Great Day
 It was a joyful and festive day on Dec. 4, first with 
a service of lessons and carols, then our spectacular 
Christmas brunch.  The Fellowship Room was brimming 
with plants, gifts and foodstuffs… and plenty of happy 
parishioners.  It was all centered around a wonderful 
Christmas Coffee Hour by the Women of St. Matthew’s 
who worked so hard to make the day so successful.

The BEST Trees
 On Dec. 3 & 4, our back field was filled with 
the most beautiful Christmas trees, courtesy of 
Paul Matthews.  Despite cold and rainy weather, 
a hardy team, led by Paul, Will Gourd and Andy 
Brenner made sure those trees found their way to 
parishioners’ homes.

The Men Celebrate
 If you heard carols coming out of the 
Fellowship Room early one Saturday, it was 
the Men of St. Matthew’s at their annual 
Christmas breakfast.

Bringing Advent to 
Life
 To be sold at the 
tree sale, the Women of 
St. Matthew’s, led by 
Jenny Convery, made 
beautiful wreaths in 
Fellowship Room.
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A Joyous Advent  at St. Matthew’s
A Perfect Parish Pageant
 Beasts, Angels and even Baby Jesus -- They were all 
there – from the friendly beasts to Mary, Joseph and Jesus 
– when the Church School Pageant brought the Christmas 
story to life.

Great Music!!
 Beasts, Angels and even Baby Jesus -- They 
were all there despite COVID forcing cancellation 
of several events, like the Messiah in-church 
performance and the December Chamber Concert, 
St. Matthew’s continued to have outstanding music 
during Advent.  One Sunday when Tony was in 
quarantine, parishioner David Andryc filled in 
superbly (Note:  he is a financial executive, not a 
professional musician!).  At every service, our great 
choir kept the church filled with the joyous music of 
the season.

St. Mary’s Service
 Despite frigid weather, St. Mary’s 
had a full house for their traditional 
Christmas Service on Dec. 23, with 
antioch Pastor Merle McJunkon, John 
Zahl and very spiritied singers.

 
Outdoor Carol Sing
 It was cold and dark but there was an enormous 
warmth when a group of parishioners gathered for 
our first ever Outdoor Carol Sing in the fields.



Stewardship Update
 By now I’m sure all of you know that we have been in, and are 
currently reaching completion of our 2022 Stewardship drive.  You’ll 
also remember that while dollars are important, our push for this year 
is to drive participation.  Every pledge counts and we need to ensure 
we reverse the trend of fewer pledges each of the last couple years. 
 Towards this end, as of Dec. 10, we have 122 pledges versus 121 
last year.  Pretty flat BUT we have had 19 parishioners pledge this 
year that did not pledge last year.  That’s GREAT news. 
 Of our pledges to date we have seen increases from $50 to 
$5,000.  Again, thank you to each of you that have been part of this 
effort to date.
 We still have work to do as we close out the year.  There are 
85 folks who pledged last year and have yet to pledge for 2023.  In 
addition, we still have many families that may give to St. Matthew’s, 
but have not yet committed through a pledge.
  We ask once again to please consider your gift for the upcoming 
year.  Take a few moments during the hectic weeks ahead to think 
how you can help St. Matthew’s continue its growth in the year 
ahead.

The Stewardship Committee

A Wonderful Christmas Eve
 

A Tradition of Candles
 

Another Delicious Coffee Hour
 Yet again, the fabulous Saunders family prepared a spectacular 
Coffee Hour after the Pageant, with a “12 Days of Christmas Theme” 
with tasty treats to match!  How lucky we are to have their wonderful 
and delicious talents.
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 St. Matthew’s
was a very busy place
on Christmas Eve,
with over 670 people
attending the three
services! Especially
exciting was the 4
p.m. service (which
filled the church, the
Vestry Room and the
Children’s Chapel)
when John and Drew
told the children,
grouped around the altar, that the most important present they were 
to receive was the birth of Baby Jesus.

 One special St. Matthew’s tradition — 
carrying lit candles into the Christmas Eve night 
—certainly captures the spirit of the season. A 
painting by Amy Jones handing in the entrance 
of the Parish House shows how long this has 
been a part of our holiday celebration.



 On Jan. 12, St. Matthew’s will again host a Red Cross blood 
drive.  Signing up couldn’t be easier.  Visit www.redcrossblood.org 
and enter “StMattBedford” when invited to “find a blood drive” 
or “make an appointment.”  If you have questions, speak with 
parishioner Bill Fagan.
 Blood donations save lives – simple as that.  Please consider 
donating yourself and letting others in our community know about the 
drive.  A surprising number of people are willing to donate when they 
hear the Red Cross will be in town!

 The Rev. Richard Witt, Executive Director of the Rural and 
Migrant Ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of New York was our 
fascinating speaker on Dec. 8.

Hard Work for our Habitat 
Volunteers
 The St. Matthew’s volunteer work this month at H4H was 
noteworthy for the extra effort it entailed.  The first photo below 
shows our volunteers posed before a cement truck.  The challenge to 
be overcome was that the need for the concrete was in the rear of the 
H4H house and the truck was on the street.  Row houses in Newburgh 
are tight against one another with only a narrow walkway between.  
So yes, St. Matthew’s volunteers moved that truckload of concrete 
bucket by bucket.  I can tell you that the smiles shown below before 
the work started were exceeded by the smiles when the job was 
completed.

Jamboree Is Back, Feb. 11
 

St. Matthew’s Glows on Christmas
 Thank you, Steel Swift, for this great photo showing our church.
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 Some things never change. And in the case of the St. Matthew’s 
College Jamboree, that’s a very good thing. Next month, the 
Jamboree is back. Mark your calendar for Feb. 11 from 5-7 p.m. 
when we will welcome some of the leading a capella groups from the 
Northeast to the Fellowship Room. Although the lineup of specific 
groups is still in the works, we do have a commitment from the
Yale Spizzwinks, a four-year, all-gender singing group that has Yale 
favorite since 1913. Save the date and prepare for another fabulous 
evening of college talent. For more details, visit the St. Matthew’s 
social media feed for an update on participating groups in the weeks 
to follow.



Comings & Goings
Holy Baptism
Received into Christ’s Holy Church

 Hampton Reighley – November 13, 2022
 George Beitzel – November 20, 2022
 Louise Mary Renwick and Winston Stuart Bell – November 27, 2022

In Memoriam
In sure and certain hope 
 Susan King Stickney – November 20, 2022

More Winter 
Reading
 Our former Associate 
Rector (2003-2008), Rev. 
Dr. Robert D. Flanagan 
has published two books 
recently. Courage to Thrive: 
Finding Joy and Hope in 
the Midst of Mental Health 
Struggles is a forty-day 
journey to a light-filled 
future. Each day’s selection 
has a biblical verse, 
reflection, and prompt 
addressing mental health topics. Donyelle 
McCray of Yale Divinity School notes, 
“These meditations plant a seed of peace in 
the heart of the reader.”
  Bob’s other recent work is The Letters 
of an Unexpected Mystic: Encountering the 
Mystical Theology in First and Second Peter. 
In it, you’ll discover the Apostle Peter’s 
mystical writings and how to behold and 
think deeply about God’s actions in your 
life. Dean Ian S. Markham, President of 
Virginia Theological Seminary, heralds 
the book as a “remarkable tour de force.”
  Both books are available in 
print or ebook formats at Amazon 
and are on sale during the holidays. 
You can learn more about Bob’s 
books at www.amazon.com/author/
robertdflanagan or robertdflanagan.com. 
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Thank You, Altar 
Angels
 The Altar for Christmas was so 
beautiful, along with the creche. This 
is the group of creative angels who are 
responsible. from left: Martha Spofford, 
Bonnie Tisi, Missy Renwick, Sally 
Mundy, Anita Stockbridge and Nancy 
Vincent. Thank you to all.


