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Mark Your Calendars!   
Art Show: Bedford

The 47th Annual Art Show: Bedford
begins as always in high spirits with the
Preview Party on Fri., Jan. 24. 

Happiness Is will continue their long
history of so generously and deliciously
providing the catering for the Preview Party, to be
held in the Parish Hall from 6:30 to 9 p.m.  Mark Weigel & Friends’
fabulous band, DogBone, is providing perfectly pitched music. 
Exhibition and Sale:

Sat., Jan. 25 – Sun., Jan. 26  
Fri., Jan. 31 – Sun., Feb. 2 
Opening hours on each day are 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
ALL proceeds of the show support local nonprofits that benefit

needy and marginalized persons
throughout Westchester.  Parish
participation is vital for the Art
Show since it is the major annual
outreach fundraiser organized by
the Women of St. Matthew’s, and
ALL proceeds go directly to local
charities.
Tara Deeks and Susannah
Leighton are co-chairing the 2020
event, wonderfully assisted by the
ASB committee.  Huge thanks to
Christopher Brescia of CB
Gallery of Katonah, who is
continuing for the second year as our guest curator.

Art Show: Bedford is a juried show that features collector-quality
artwork and crafts created by artists from this region.  Over forty
artists will participate in this year’s show, selling paintings,
photographs, sculpture, as well
as hand-made jewelry, glass
items and pottery.  Works run
the gamut from contemporary
to traditional styles, and there is
definitely something to appeal
to everyone. 

Please mark both Art Show
weekends on your calendars,
and don’t miss the Preview
Party that is sure to be better
than ever this year.  Tickets are $125 in advance; $150 at the door.
Please RSVP when you receive your invitation or online on our newly
updated website: www.artshowbedford.com.  Visit our website also to
view artists’ works and bios and to obtain more information about this
exciting show. 

A Thought from the Rector
2020 is here and with great cheer we have celebrated our

way into it.  In thinking prayerfully about our hopes for this
new year in the life of St. Matthew’s, my mind wanders back to
a Collect we pray each year at the beginning of the Church
calendar year (Advent 1).  It opens with the following words:

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the
works of darkness, and put upon us the armour of light… 

What better thing can we do on the front end of a new year
than to pray for grace, as we seek to follow the path illumined
before us?  The new chandeliers in the church seem to me to
proclaim this message with fresh symbolism.  And Christmas
and Epiphany draw our attention appropriately to the light,
which has come into the world, and by which our steps are
guided.  

It is a sentiment that has guided many a Christian
throughout history.  One great example is portrayed by Colin
Firth in the film, “The King’s Speech.”  Do you remember the
climax of King George VI’s famous ‘Gate of the Year’ speech,
given on Christmas Day in 1939?  He quoted a poem called
God Knows by Minnie Haskins.  

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the
unknown.”
And he replied:
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the
Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a
known way.”
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod
gladly into the night.
And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of
day in the lone East.

… God knows. His will
Is best. The stretch of years
Which wind ahead, so dim
To our imperfect vision,
Are clear to God. Our fears
Are premature; In Him,
All time hath full provision.

Eighty years later, this poem still speaks just as poignantly
at the dawn of the new year.  May God bless us too, by the
light of his countenance, with 20/20 vision in 2020.

Grace & Peace,



Support the Mount Kisco Interfaith
Pantry

The Mount
Kisco Interfaith
Food Pantry
(MKIFP) is a
coalition of
thirteen faith-based congregations, including St. Matthew’s,
dedicated to providing a crucial safety net for those in the greater
Mount Kisco area who do not have enough nutritious food to feed
themselves and their families.  Each week, the Pantry provides
households with free grocery staples, including fresh produce, frozen
meats/fish, non-perishable staples, milk, eggs and fresh bread. 

Established in 1991 serving only eight clients, the Pantry has
grown dramatically over the past two decades.  Last year the Pantry
served 42,000 clients, or 300 households weekly.  In addition, the
MKIFP provides weekly home deliveries to homebound and elderly
clients, training in nutrition, meal planning and food preparation, as
well as assistance in registering for federal food aid programs.  The
Pantry is governed by its thirteen member congregations and run
almost entirely by a dedicated group of volunteers.  St. Matthew's is
proud to be one of the member congregations, providing these
invaluable services to the members of our local community.  In order
to continue to help our neighbors, we need your support.  There are
many ways to lend a hand, such as volunteering to staff a
distribution, helping with food drives, and financial assistance.  For
every dollar that is donated, we are able to purchase $4.00 worth of
food. If you are interested in learning more, please visit the website
(www.mountkiscofoodpantry.org) or contact Missy Renwick or
Chris Robinson.

Happy New Year to All Our
Church School Families and
Friends!

Church School will resume on Jan. 5.  We have moved now
from the Old Testament to the good news of the New Testament,
studying particularly the  Gospel of John.  Our overarching theme
for the year of “God's Family” continues as we learn that we are
ALL part of God’s family through the Grace of God in His Son
Jesus Christ. 

It seems somewhat apt that, as we enter 2020, the Children’s and
Youth Ministry Commission has been meeting to define our vision
and mission.  More information will follow in the coming months,
but please know that we are in such an exciting phase of growth and
renewal as we enhance our current offerings while building for the
future.

Mark your calendars for:
Young Families Potluck and Movie Night, Jan. 11, 4:30-6:30

p.m. See box below on this page!  What could be better than
popcorn, candy, and potluck food while watching Toy Story 3 with
all of your church friends?  Nothing!  So, come and enjoy food and
fellowship as we turn the Fellowship Room into a movie theatre. 

Super Bowl Bake Sale, Sun., Feb. 2 Let’s score a big win for
the HourChildren charity as we bring and buy sweet and savory
treats to enjoy during the Super Bowl!
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Confirmation Class 
Have you ever thought to yourself,

“What exactly is Confirmation?”  Have
no fear, the Prayer Book is here!  “In
the course of their Christian
development, those baptized at an early
age are expected, when they are ready and have been duly prepared,
to make a mature public affirmation of their faith and commitment
to the responsibilities of their Baptism and to receive the laying on
of hands by the bishop.” (p.412 BCP)   St. Matthew’s 8th-grade
confirmation class is doing just that –preparing for this sacramental
rite.  And we are having a blast!  Over the first half of the class
we’ve looked at our Baptismal Covenant, the Christian Faith,
Scripture, and Church History. Through videos, games, show-and-
tell, and deep conversation, the class has dug into these topics and
much more.  Please keep praying for all 14 of our confirmands –
Lucas, Rhys, Natasha, Kingsley, Janiah, Sophia, Mac, Lily, Emma
Grace, Belle, Ellie, Andrew, Peter and Annie.

Caring for St. Matthew’s
Before the 20th century, the primary method for generating

income for most churches was through the renting of pews.  St.
Matthew’s was no exception. Furthermore, the closer you sat to the
pulpit, the higher the fee.  Fortunately, times have changed.  Today,
we still look to the parish to support the ongoing operation of the
church, but it’s a voluntary offering.  Pledging is a personal decision
we leave to each member and their family to make.  It’s also a
crucial need.  St. Matthew’s relies on these funds to cover its
operating expenses each day.  Almost three-quarters of the operating
budget is funded by pledging, so your financial commitment is, quite
literally, how we keep the lights on each day.  As we start the new
calendar year, we hope each parishioner will consider the past year
and the profound benefits that we share as a community over the
course of a year—our liturgy, pastoral care, programs, and music,
but also our 65 glorious acres and historic brick church and
children’s chapel.  This year, our goal is to reach 100% participation,
so we most definitely are counting on your support.  If you have any
questions at all about pledging to St. Matthew’s, please reach out to
John, Drew or any vestry member.  We all would be happy to assist
in any way.

The Stewardship Committee
Paul Sturz, Doug Kim and Lorraine Reeder 

Save the Date - Daffodils &
Dancing- Friday, April 17

Put a little SPRING in your step!



http://www.stmatthewsbedford.org/footstepsofpaull
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Update:  Pilgrimage to Greece and
Turkey in the Footsteps of St. Paul

There are still a few spaces available for our pilgrimage to
Greece and Turkey this spring.  From March 15-28 we will have
the unique opportunity to travel in the footsteps of the Apostle St.
Paul as we visit and worship at sites where Paul ministered in the
first century, many of which he immortalized in his famous
epistles.  The trip will be led by John Zahl, who will serve as our
Chaplain, and by his father, Paul Zahl, a retired Episcopalian
minister who is also a New Testament scholar and classicist with
deep knowledge of the history of the area.  In addition, we will be
accompanied by local Greek and Turkish tour guides.  During the
trip we will visit Thessaloniki, Phillippi, Meteora, Athens,
Corinth, Izmir, Ephesus, Aphrodisias, Pamukkale, Colossae, and
other Pauline locations.  We will ferry by private boat to the
island of Patmos to visit the Monastery of St. John and the Cave
of the Apocalypse where St. John had the visions that he
described in his Book of Revelations.  We will also visit eleven
UNESCO World Heritage sites, almost one a day.  We will even
have a chance to swim in the thermal pool that Anthony gave to
Cleopatra!  The cost of the trip is $5,498 including overseas
airfare, or $4798 for a land-only rate.  The trip is all-inclusive,
and covers hotels, meals, drinks, transportation, guides, entrance
fees and tips.  To download the brochure and the registration
form, please click here.

A New Look for Our Symbols
As we enter a new decade, one filled with promise and

potential, we also have an upgraded look for The Key, the
website, our bulletin and the Thursday digital newsletter. As is
readily visible, The Key is taking on a slightly new appearance,
but is still committed to maintaining the same content for
participation in the life of St. Matthew’s. When complemented
with our website and other communication pieces, we will enjoy
an even fuller path to Church events and observations.

We are accustomed to seeing the woodblock of the church and
the line drawing of the cross as the symbols of St. Matthew’s.  They
are used in The Key, the Sunday bulletin, on the banner of the
website, our letterhead, and other publications.  This year, we are
adding another image, the circular Holy Spirit dove, taken from the
ceiling of our Chapel of the Holy Spirit.  We will be using all three
as symbols of St. Matthew’s, with the wood block and the cross
updated.  Our many thanks go to Shannon McKenna for her hard
work in creating and updating these images and the layouts, and to
John Stockbridge for his historical research.

Where Did Our Symbols
Come From?
Dove with Wings

The new image for our parish comes from
the ceiling painting in the Chapel of the Holy
Spirit.  It features a pastoral dove with wings
extended over the center of what is depicted as an
entry point for the Holy Spirit.   It is beautiful, and appropriately
brought into focus as we enter the next decade.  The Chapel’s ceiling
was painted in 1945 by Kerr Rainsford, a well-known architect and
artist.  He and his wife Christina lived on nearby Hook Road at their
estate known as “Ethandune.”  They were active parishioners, and
his artwork and her poetry were well known to the Church.  The
Chapel is truly a serene feature of our Church and welcomes all to
visit and share our history. The custom of painting heavenly scenes
on the great domed and vaulted ceilings of cathedrals served to
inspire the devout with blessed visions to remind us of God’s Spirit. 
The Woodcut of the Church

The woodcut was originally conceived by Charles
MacDonald and created by Will Bryant, an artist
friend of his.  According to Piers MacDonald (Charles’
son), Mr. Bryant created the image of the Church and
trees, and then engraved it on a woodblock to be used
for printing. Katonah Publishing did the printing.  As
depicted, St. Matthew’s Church in its post-1914 profile
took its place on the service bulletin in the 1960s and
many years later was introduced to the parish in the December 2001
issue of The Key by Terry Elsberry who stated, “Your new Key
comes to you in a larger, more up-to-date format, designed to reflect
the ever increasing vigor, energy and dynamism of our beloved St.
Matthew’s.  It’s a symbol of hope because it reminds us of how
powerfully and positively the Holy Spirit is present here with us.”
The Cross

The January 1958 Vestry notes state that “... the name of the
Church officially changed to St. Matthew’s Church of
Bedford, New York....formerly known as the Protestant
Episcopal Church of the United Towns of Bedford and
New Castle,” at which time the St. Matthew’s seal
with the cross was most likely created.  It is
specifically described in the By-laws of the Church,
which were adopted by the Vestry on Feb. 8, 1958 (and
amended and restated on Feb. 21, 2012).  You also know
it from our beloved tea cups.

As we enter this new decade, let’s all enjoy the images we
have been given to link our faith to this special church, St.
Matthew’s.

Advent@Home 
With Advent@Home, each

Sunday of Advent families
with children were able to
gather together, open the next
door on their Advent calendar,
watch a short reflection by
Drew on that Sunday's theme, and say a prayer together.  This take-
home offering was a great way for families to connect Church and
home as they observed Advent together.  Look out for similar
offerings in the future! 



It was a joyful and festive day on Dec. 8
for our annual Christmas Brunch.  The
Fellowship Room was brimming with
wreaths, plants, gifts, scrumptious culinary

delights … and plenty of happy parishioners.
Many thanks to the Women of St. Matthew’s
and everyone who worked so hard to make
the day a rousing success.

Wonderful Wreaths
Every year,

year after year,
Phillis Warden
opens her house to
a group of hard-
working volunteers
to make the
beautiful wreaths to
be sold at the
Brunch.  Thank
you, Phillis, for donating the space and expertise ... and to
everyone who helped.

Telling the Christmas Story
The annual Lessons & Carols service had wonderful

readers including Christian Kim and Polly Finn.

Making Everything Beautiful
Many, many thanks for all the hard-working

parishioners who did the spectacular decorations during
the season – from the Fellowship Room for the brunch
to the intricate window decorations in the Children’s
Chapel to the Crèche in the main church.

A Bountiful Brunch
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Terrific Trees
Many thanks to Paul and Lindsay Matthews and all the hard workers

who organized the Christmas Tree Sale, Dec. 7 - 8.  This not only raised
money for the church, but also supplied many people with the best
Christmas trees they will ever have.  A special nod goes to Will Gourd
who oversaw the sales from beginning to end both Saturday and Sunday.



A Perfect Pageant
Beasts, Angels and even Baby Jesus – they

were all there – from the friendly beasts to Mary,
Joseph and Jesus –when the Church School
Pageant brought the Christmas story to life.

What Would Advent and Christmas Be
Without Music! 

Throughout all the events in
December, the music was spectacular.
On Sun., Dec. 9, we had a beautiful
service of Lessons and Carols, with
interludes of harp.  On Wed., Dec. 12,
the Bedford Chamber Concert
presented its holiday concert of J.S.
Bach’s ever popular six Brandenburg
Concerti.  On Christmas Eve, the choir
sang before the 10 p.m. service
Christmas favorites and selections from Part I of
Handel’s Messiah.  We are so lucky to have Tony
as our music director, a magnificent choir and
parishioners who love to sing.

See Our New Chandeliers?
“...on them light has shined.” (Isaiah 9:2)

A Fabulous Boutique
Thanks to hard work by Missy Renwick, Suzanne Bowers, Judi Edgar, Janet

Kelly, Meredith Kent... and many volunteers…the annual Holiday Boutique was a
huge success.

What a Beautiful Parish 
We Have!

5



6

Epiphany Sunday, January 5, 2020
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Altar Guild: Ms. Morella and Mrs. Reeder
Ushers: Mr. & Mrs. Reeder
Lay Reader: Mrs. Fagan
Lector: Mrs. Talty

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
Altar Guild: Mesdames Borner and Brenner
Ushers: Messrs. Inglis, Keller, Kent and Ketchum
Lay Reader: Mrs. Thompson
Lector: Mrs. Finn

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Rite II, Children’s 
Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Borner

First Sunday after the Epiphany, January 12
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

Altar Guild: Mesdames Reed and MacDonald
Ushers: Messrs. MacDonald and Reed
Lector: Mrs. Tilt

10:00 a.m. Holy Baptism and Church School
Ushers: Messrs. Akinla, Belknap, Borner and Brown
Lay Reader: Mrs. Thompson
Lector: Mrs. Fogarty

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Walker

Second Sunday after the Epiphany, January 19
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Altar Guild: Mesdames Fagan and Tilt
Ushers: Messrs. Bowers and Bolen
Lector: Mr. Soderberg

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II and Church School
Altar Guild: Mesdames Pinckney and Sturz
Ushers: Messrs. Burdick, de Menocal, Eshoo and Miller
Lay Reader: Mrs. Akinla
Lector: Mrs. Lamotte

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Sturz

Third Sunday after the Epiphany, January 26
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

Altar Guild: Mesdames Meyer and Scott
Ushers: Messrs. Boe and Vincent 
Lay Reader: Mrs. Reeder 
Lector: Mrs. Tilt

10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer and Church School
Ushers: Messrs. Gaynor, Hancock, Hancock and Kim
Lay Reader: Mr. Brown
Lector: Mr. Peacock

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Borner

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany, February 2
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Altar Guild: Ms. Morella and Mrs. Reeder
Ushers: Mr. & Mrs. Fagan
Lector: Mrs. Talty

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I and Church School
Altar Guild: Mesdames Borner and Brenner
Ushers: Messrs. Lovering, MacLean, Maybank and McKenna
Lay Reader: Mr. Brown
Lector: Elizabeth Deeks

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Borner

St. Matthew’s Church
John A. Zahl, Rector

382 Cantitoe Street P.O. Box 293 
Bedford, N.Y. 10506

(914) 234-9636
www.stmatthewsbedford.org

Midweek Holy Eucharist and
Bible Study on Wednesday 
at 10:15 a.m. through June 10. January Church Calendar 

Comings & Goings
Holy Baptism
Received into Christ’s Holy Church

Thomas Reed O’Neil – December 1, 2019
George Esher Harris – December 14, 2019

St. Matthew’s Preschool
This year the SMP Parent Association asked all families to

participate in the Pajama Program, a
local program that provides new
pajamas and books to children who are
unable to experience the magic of
having warm pajamas during the winter
months.  This week the children
participated in a school event titled,
“Wear a Pair, Bring a Pair.”  Over 50
pairs of pajamas and 20 books will be
donated to children in the area.  It is a
wonderful lesson to teach children to
give to others who are not so fortunate.
Father John’s homily for the children
this week also reinforced this important
message, “Christmas is about giving
not receiving!”

On behalf of the staff, children, and families of SMP, warm
wishes for a magical 2020 surrounded by loved ones.

Annual Parish Meeting
The St. Matthew’s Church Annual Meeting will be held

immediately following the 10 a.m. service in the church on Sun., 
Feb. 9.  The Wardens and Treasurer will report on the past year’s
parish results and will propose a slate of Vestry candidates to be
voted on by the attending parishioners.

The names of the Vestry candidates will be announced in early
January.

The Vestry would like to thank Suzanne Bowers, Paul Sturz and
Lorraine Reeder for their many contributions at St. Matthew’s over
the years.

The staff enjoyed a lovely Christmas lunch together hosted at the
Rectory. (Tony Newman not pictured.)


