January

A (New Year’s) Thought from
the Rector

As we stand on the precipice of a new year (2022), there is much
to ponder. Two years ago, we were celebrating the arrival of new
chandeliers in our nave. Fresh light. A year later, we were all still
reeling from the experience of having been plunged into the darkness of
Covid. That year, the thought in my mind was that things would soon
be back to pre-pandemic “normal.” Another year has passed, and it’s a
little bit of both.
The truth is that we know not what this or any new year holds in
store for us. “There is no terra firma” (T. Calhoun). And while we
try as we might to act otherwise, ever grappling for more control, the
Gospel brings a different word to bear upon this our Earthly pilgrimage.
Never are we told in the Bible to “take control.” You just won’t find it
in there, not even once.
Instead, we are told to “Let go and Let God,” as the AA aphorism
puts it. Another version of this sentiment reads: surrender to win. I
should put it on a sign and hang it on the door to my office. Being a
Christian necessarily entails a loosening of our grip on life. It means
trusting God in the midst of life’s vicissitudes. Jesus said it best, in
Gethsemane: “Thy will, not mine, be done” (Matthew 26:42).
Of course, we don’t like this approach. It feels irresponsible and
negligent. And because of it, faith doesn’t really begin to make a
difference until our own power reaches its end. But that’s when new
life pours in. Our vantage point changes, and we take God’s hand, like
a child grasping onto her father’s index finger as she learns to walk.
Counterintuitive and counter-cultural, yet ever relevant, this sentiment
has guided and comforted many a Christian throughout history.
One great example is portrayed by Colin Firth in the film, “The
King’s Speech.” Do you remember the climax of King George VI’s
famous ‘Gate of the Year’ speech, given on Christmas Day in 1939? He
quoted a poem called “God Knows” by Minnie Haskins. I read it again
every year on New Year’s Day.
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”
And he replied:
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.”
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the
night.
… God knows. His will
Is best. The stretch of years
Which wind ahead, so dim
To our imperfect vision,
Are clear to God. Our fears
Are premature; In Him,
All time hath full provision.
		
Amen and Happy New Year

2022

Happy New Year from Everyone at
Art Show: Bedford!

The Women of St. Matthew’s
are celebrating the 49th year of Art
Show: Bedford, its major event of
the year. Regardless of whether you
purchase artwork, attend the preview
party, or simply make a donation
through our website or at the show,
ALL profits will go to these very
special local charities which are
doing vital work in our community.
Abbott House
Midnight Run
A-Home
Mt. Kisco Interfaith
Boys and Girls Club
Food Pantry
Community Center of
Neighbors Link
Northern Westchester
POTS (Part of the Solution)
Endeavor Therapeutic
Rehabilitation Through the Arts
Horsemanship
The Westchester School
Hope’s Door
Hospice Care In Westchester
Hour Children
and Putnam VNA
Original and high-quality works of photography, oil painting,
watercolors, sculpture, ceramics,
woodturning, and jewelry by
over 40 local artists will be on
sale. Those of you familiar with
the show will see some of our
best-selling artists from previous
years and an exciting group of new
artists joining our event for the first
time. Their work will be judged
on Fri., Jan. 21 by our esteemed
panel of judges: Cybele Maylone,
Executive Director of The Aldrich
Contemporary Art Museum,
Ridgefield, CT; Kimberly
Henrikson, Executive Director
“Renewal” by Carol Bouyoucos
at the Center for Contemporary
Printmaking in Norwalk; and Emily
Handlin, curator from the Katonah Museum of Art. We look forward
to hearing their deliberations and seeing which artists will catch their
discerning eye!
Make sure you have tickets to our Preview Party on, Jan. 21
on sale now at www.artshowbedford.org. The evening will be
a bright spot in a cold month. Come alone or bring others and
enjoy a first look at the art, meet friends, and enjoy live music,
delicious canapés and a well-stocked bar.

Continued on page 2

Art Show: Bedford continued
Also new this year is a silent auction – with items to bid on as
varied as a day of pruning from “Lady Clippers,” to the 2022 ASB
signature art work from Carol Bouyoucos, to a culinary treat from our
very own John Zahl.
Another special event to look forward to is a talk from Carol
Bouyoucos on Sat., Jan. 29, when she will share with us her insights
into “how to be artistically creative with your iPhone.” Carol’s work
is a balance between digital painting, collage, and photography. She
approaches her subjects with the curious eye of a photographer and a
painter’s sensibility and then uses digital tools to enhance perception
and reimagine our relationship to nature’s powerful and surreal
landscapes.
Please join us during the last two weekends of January for all this
and more.

December Stewardship Update

“…God loveth a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9) and we
are thrilled to report that cheer abounds at St. Matthew’s! As
of December 10 we have 117 pledges returned to our parish.
This compares to 110 at the same time last year and even more
exciting, 41% of these pledges have increased year over year.
Thank you to all those who have placed the work and mission of
St. Matthew’s at the top of your priority list. It is also great to see
that we have 10 new pledging units, showing that our reach into the
community is growing.
There is much work to do to reach our goals and ensure that the
work of our Parish can continue at its current pace. We still have
124 parishioners who pledged last year and have yet to return their
2022 pledge. We also know there are new families just waiting to
join the 10 who have stepped forward for the year ahead. If these
trends continue we know we can reach our goals. If you still have
your pledge card, waiting in the mail stack, please consider your gift
and return your pledge. If you need any further information, or have
misplaced your card, reach out to the office at the church.
Thank you for your commitment to the mission of St. Matthew’s!

The Stewardship Committee

Coming in January –
Online Directory

Over the last few months, our office has been
quietly working behind the scenes to change
and upgrade our database platform. These
improvements are not visible to the parish but make
data entry, record-keeping, and financial reporting
far more efficient. The last part of the changeover to
the new platform called Servant Keeper/Faithlife is
now coming to parishioners in the form of an Online
Directory and Family Account including being able to pledge, make
donations, and sign up for events and track them via Servant Keeper.
Within the next couple of weeks in January, you will be receiving
an “invite” from Kelly Napolitano, our Parish Administrator, to
sign up for Servant Keeper. You will have two passwords to save
– one for the Online Directory which uses a password unique to
our parish – and the other for your Family Account that is set-up
by you and only known by you. While the church intends to print a
church directory every couple of years, the online directory has the
advantage of always being with you through your digital devices,
being up-to-date, and letting members update the information in the
directory, such as including mobile numbers, second home addresses,
and a family photo.
When you receive your email on how to join Servant Keeper/
Faithlife, please follow the directions – but know that the office is
here to answer your questions or help you get setup.

You’re definitely our type

Blood type, that is.
Did you know blood supplies, in the New York area and
nationwide, are the lowest they have been in ten years or more?
That’s why St. Matthew’s stepped up to be a blood donation center.
On Thurs., Jan. 13, from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., you will have
an opportunity to give the gift of life.
With all the scientific advances in the field of medicine, there
is still no substitute for human blood. Many emergency room
procedures and operations require blood or need to have it on hand.
You or someone you love might soon have an imminent need.
Practically anyone can donate. Recently vaccinated? Doesn’t
matter. “Too young” or “too old”? Anyone over the age of 16 can
donate. “Too busy”? The entire process takes less than an hour,
from basic health tests in the beginning to a snack at the end. Don’t
like needles? Honestly, it’s no worse than giving a blood sample
when you see your doctor. Sha and I both donate six times a year, as
frequently as rules permit.
Courtesy of the Red Cross, all donors will automatically be
entered to win a trip for two to Super Bowl LVI in LA! And hey,
donation might even help in your post-Christmas weight loss
program.
Please sign up when you see the email in early January. Or
email me and I will schedule you.
						

Bill Fagan

Last Call to Join Sacred Ground

“Sacred Ground: A Film-Based Dialogue Series on Race and
Faith” is part of the “Becoming the Beloved Community” initiative
of The Episcopal Church. St. Matthew’s will be offering this
excellent, well-paced, significant program starting on Thurs., Jan.
20 for ten weeks. Travel together through various chapters in our
national history in one of our two peer-facilitated small groups,
offered at noon in-person (bring your lunch) or at 7 p.m. by Zoom.
Discussions may be difficult, but well worth the time and effort
as we seek to understand the roots of today’s lingering societal
divisions. The vision of Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s “beloved
community” is its guiding star – where all people are honored,
protected, and nurtured.
For more detailed information, you may wish to view the Sacred
Ground curriculum here. Please contact June Blanc or Mary
Farley to learn more or to register.
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Church School

Advent@Home... thru Epiphany!

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas! We have had such a
fun December and are excited for this new year!
Our Christmas Pageant was back in person this year and we had
over 50 children taking part, which was wonderfully amazing! Our
7th, 6th, and 5th graders did a fantastic job with the key roles of Mary
and Joseph and giving the readings of the lessons. I want to thank all
the children for being part of this, our special pageant, and I especially
want to thank Tara Deeks and the many, many volunteers who helped
me to pull off my first St. Matthew’s Pageant. See more photos of the
Pageant HERE.
We will be continuing our Holy Moly curriculum in January and
will also be gearing up for our Super Bowl Bake Sale in February.

Do you love to sing those classic Christmas carols? Me too!
But do you ever ponder the words? Well, that’s what our younger
members got to do with this year’s Advent@Home video series. Our
last video comes on Epiphany with “We Three Kings” but you can
always go back and check out the videos for “O Come, O Come
Emmanuel,” “Angels We Have Heard on High,” “O Little Town of
Bethlehem,” “Away in a Manger,” “Silent Night,” and “Hark! The
Herald Angels Sing.” Thanks to all of the musicians who helped lead
the songs!
					

Drew Courtright

All my best for the new year,
Elizabeth Lindsey, Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Confirmation Class Digging In
St. Matthew’s annual eighth-grade confirmation class has gotten
off to a great start this fall. Our 12 confirmands have gathered for
four classes so far on topics including “What is Confirmation?”
“What makes Christianity distinct?” “What is the Bible and why is
it important?” and “What’s been going on in the Church over these
2,000 years?” The confirmands also put on an amazing Haunted
Hike, have joined in outreach efforts at church and on their own, and
will start acolyting again in the new year. Please do continue to pray
for Addie, Amelia, Ben, Cliff, Cora, Jack, James, Jamie, Sophia,
Sophia, Teddy, and Wilson. And save the date for their confirmation
on May 15 with Bishop Mary Glasspool!

Wonderful Coffee Hours!

St. Matthew’s Preschool
Christmas in the Children’s Chapel was a wonderful time for
families to join their children for a Chapel Service and Christmas
Songs. Father Drew’s message was perfect, “What is the best
Christmas present?” His large gift bag held so many possible
gifts but the most special was a baby. The baby that to this day
brings us hope, joy, and light! The joyous singing, the praying
hands, and saying the Creed and The Lord’s Prayer with Father
John were very special. The children and families, teachers, and I
wish everyone a Merry Christmas filled with the magic of the St.
Matthew’s Children’s Chapel!

Susan A. deBrigard M.Ed
Head of School
St. Matthew’s Preschool

During the season, and throughout the
year, the Saunders family and friends do it
again and again – putting out spectacular and
scrumptious displays, full of home cooked
delights, always with a theme for the occasion.
THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
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Great Trees

Bringing Advent to Life

Paul Matthews was able to get 176 beautiful fresh trees to
be sold on Dec. 4 and 5, and thanks to Paul, Will Gourd, and a
hard-working crew of volunteers, the trees were all sold before
noon on Sunday!

While the trees were
being sold, the Women of
St. Matthew’s, led by Jenny
Convery, were decorating
and preparing for the Annual
Christmas Brunch. Here, Jenny
and Laurie Sturz get the Wish
Tree ready. Outside, Sam’s
working hard – putting the
large wreath on
the steeple and
Christmas trees
on the front
portico.

A Bountiful Brunch

It was a joyful and festive day on Dec. 5–
first for the service of Lessons and Carols and
then… our annual spectacular Christmas Brunch.
The Fellowship Room was brimming with plants,
gifts, foodstuffs… and
plenty of happy parishioners.
Many thanks to the Women
of St. Matthew’s and
everyone who worked so
hard to make the day a
success.

Our Special Inside Tree

Many thanks to the Men of St. Matthew’s
for setting up the Christmas Tree inside the
church….and for a few volunteer elves who
helped decorate it…

What a Glorious Sight

And our church stood
out during the entire season,
stunningly beautiful with the
lights and steeple glowing bright
for all to see.
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The Giving Tree

The Wish Tree in the corner
of the Fellowship Room with
parishioners taking many stars
that turned into gift cards for
Hour Children, Hope’s Door
and A-Home. Thank you,
Women of St. Matthew’s!

Christmas Eve

The night before Christmas was
a joyous one at St. Matthew’s with
the 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.services held
outside in the field amongst lit trees,
followed by a wonderful concert and
“midnight” service streaming live.

A Perfect Parish Pageant

Beasts, Angels and even Baby Jesus -- they
were all there – from the friendly beasts to Mary,
Joseph and Jesus – when the Church School Pageant
brought the Christmas story to life.

Great Music

Throughout all the events
in December, the music was
spectacular. The Choir led
the parish in Christmas carols
on Dec. 5 for Lessons and
Carols and on Dec. 12 during
the Christmas Pageant. On
Dec. 19, for the first time, Bedford Chamber Concerts presented its Holiday
Concert of all Handel, including Part I of the Messiah, in the church decked out
for Christmas and filled with the sounds of the organ and choristers. The choir
again performed before the “midnight” Christmas Eve service with favorites and
pieces from the Messiah. Music is critical to our worship, and we are so lucky to
have the talents of Maestro Tony as our music director, such a strong choir, and a
dedicated Music Committee leading the way.

St. Mary’s

On Dec. 23, the traditional
Christmas Eve Eve service was
held at St. Mary’s outside on
the lawn in front of the church.

Men’s Breakfast

The Men of St.
Matthew’s meet for breakfast
and conversation on a regular
basis but the Advent one, on
Dec. 17, is a feast of food
and thought.
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Welcome Newcomers!
Paige and Garrett Clarke
joined the church in August,
although Paige considers herself
a life-long parishioner of St.
Matthew’s. She grew up in
Bedford with her parents (Bonnie
and Piers MacDonald) and three
older brothers. Garrett grew
up in McLean, VA. Paige and
Garrett recently moved back to
the east coast from Seattle, WA. Garrett is a Director for Worldwide
Commercial Business at Microsoft and Paige works part-time as an
adjunct professor at Central Washington University. Garrett and
Paige have three young boys (Stone, 5; Grey, 3; Graham, 1) and live
in Rowayton, CT.
Geoffrey and Sunitha Howard,
along with their three children Sophia,
Shayna and Aiden, became members
of St. Matthew’s during the summer
of 2021. Geoff and Sunitha are
both teachers in the public school
system, Yorktown HS and Yonkers,
respectively. Sunitha grew up in India
and Geoff grew up in Connecticut with close ties to Bedford. Geoff’s
great, great grandfather Thomas O’Brien was one of the founders
of the Bedford Historical Society as was his great granduncle John
Kinkel. They are excited to be parishioners at St. Matthew’s and look
forward to attending services every Sunday!

A Joyful Christmas
Look
The altar at Christmas is always
breathtaking – thanks to a decorating
committee that places and arranges the
pointsettias.

Throughout the season,
the Flower Committee did a
spectacular job… Making the
Church bright and beautiful,
with special scenes in the
Children’s Chapel.

Ellen and Joe Milone joined St.
Matthew’s ahead of their one-year-old
daughter Anna’s baptism in October. They
met while attending Union College in
upstate NY. Ellen grew up in Larchmont
and is a Marketing Director at L’Oréal.
Joe grew up in the Bronx and is a Vice
President at L&M Development Partners.
They moved to Bedford two years ago with
their English setters, Freddie and Louie, and
are excited to finally be able to meet more people in the community!
Prudence and George Thurston
have been married for 46 years,
and recently moved to Waccabuc,
where they are renovating a cottage
on a late 1700’s farm owned by
their daughter Amanda and her
husband Matthew Andrews, son of
St. Matthew’s parishioners Vincent
and Ashley Andrews. Amanda
and Matt’s 18-month-old daughter, Louisa Bea, was baptized at
St. Matthew’s this past November. Before moving to Westchester,
Prudence and George were members of St. Mary’s Church in Tuxedo,
NY, where they both served as members of the vestry, and Prudence
headed the Sunday School for many years. George is a Professor
at the New York University School of Medicine, where he teaches
and conducts research. Prudence is a Technology Specialist with
the Monroe-Woodbury public school system. They have four grown
children: Amanda, Aaron, William, and Emma. Prudence and George
are active in the leadership of Habitat for Humanity’s EpiscoBuild
program in Newburgh, NY.
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Comings & Goings
New or Returning Parishioners
Mr. Sam & Mrs. Meg Booth
6 Pin Oak Lane
Chappaqua, NY 10514

Ms. Nicole Louras
PO Box 75
Croton Falls, NY 10519

Mr. Gordon & Mrs. Caroline MacGill
12 Bisbee Lane
Bedford Hills, NY 10507

Holy Baptism

Received into Christ’s Holy Church

Ines Elizabeth Katherine Bryan-Brown – December 19, 2021

In Memoriam

In sure and certain hope

James Alexander Edgar, Jr. – November 29, 2021

