
“Office Hours” at Chapel-in-the-
Woods
 One of the difficulties in 
these challenging times is the 
lack of personal interaction.  
Streaming, videos and Zoom are 
all fine but just not the same as 
face-to-face contact.  To address 
this issue, John and Drew are 
now holding “Office Hours” in 
the Chapel-in-the-Woods, so you 
can talk to them, with personal 
distancing and masks.  Parishioners are encouraged to come down during 
the times listed below…and if you have trouble navigating the hill to the 
Chapel, contact the church office and they will make arrangements to meet 
elsewhere.
 Every Tues.: Rev. John Zahl from 3-4pm
 Every Thurs.: Rev. Drew Courtright from 10-11am

May/June 2020

A Letter from the Rector 
 Dear Friends,
 
 I’m writing to you from my office.  Through the windows, I 
can see the sun shining upon our idyllic campus.  Verdant is an 
appropriate word to describe the setting.  Summer is just around the 
corner, and our church has never looked more beautiful (nor have our 
facilities ever been in better shape). 
 When I first arrived in Bedford, I remember thinking about 
how I wished that more people would make use of our trails in the 
Glebe and in the Ketchum Preserve.  With Coronavirus, that dream 
has come true – not exactly what I had in mind!  Tons of people are 
appreciating the beauty of our surroundings on a daily basis, and it’s 
a joy to know that we’re providing some solace even while our doors 
are closed.  St. Matthew’s is so blessed!
 I believe that we have cleared the midpoint with this lock-down.  
The Bishop has begun to talk of reopening (in “slow phases”) come 
July 1.  While we will not be able to return to business as usual, we 
will certainly be able to begin moving in that direction.  For some, 
that won’t come a moment too soon.  They are eager to get back 
to a somewhat usual form of worship on Sundays.  I can relate, 
and certainly can’t wait to reconnect with our congregation in 
person.  There are others, though, who feel very differently, and are 
much more hesitant to reemerge from the safety of their homes.  I 
understand this too. 
 It is our intention to continue to meet and minister to people 
in whatever circumstance they feel comfortable with.  This means 
we will continue to live-stream our 10am service on Sundays even 
after the ban has been lifted; this has been our plan all along.  Our 
first public services will most likely be held in the Chapel-in-the-
Woods.  We are so fortunate to have that option.  Certainly masks and 
distanced seating will be factors, along with probable caps as issued 
by the Governor on how many are allowed to gather. 
A much more comprehensive guide will be sent out to the 
congregation later in June (when the timeline has become more clear 
via Diocesan protocol), but we want you to know that we are carefully 
planning how to begin to resume corporate worship in ways that are 
safe and considerate, for people of every comfort level. 
 In this current issue of The Key, our “Corona-edition,” we want 
to lay out as much as we can of the current state of our ministry, 
all of the ways we have pivoted and learned to keep the flame of 
ministry alive.  These are formative times, the likes of which we have 
never encountered before, and they will certainly shape our future.  I 
anticipate greater depth and a whole lot of gratitude. 
 Be encouraged with the knowledge that we will be together again 
before too long, having learned much, and hold onto hope.  In the 
meantime, keep the faith. 
 I miss seeing you all so much! You are in my daily prayers, and 
remember that I’m just a phone call away if you need to chat or pray.    
 
                                    Grace & Peace, 

 In this period, while our parish is waiting and anticipating a bright 
future, there is still a wide range of activities available for everyone to 
stay involved, worship and connect with other parishioners.
• Sunday 10am services will continue to be live streamed and 

available on our website.
• And don’t forget to join the virtual Coffee Hour after the service – 

great fun.
• John and Drew will continue to do their BLT messages during the 

week.
• Church School videos will be distributed weekly.
• The Women of St. Matthew’s are holding weekly Wed. Zoom calls 

at 10am
• The Men of St. Matthew’s continue their Sat. Breakfasts through 

the month.
• Tony’s Marvelous Music video presentations continue to be 

released each Thursday.
 AND, we are excited to offer two new programs in June (see 
articles below):
• Office Hours – John: Tues. 3-4pm; Drew: Thurs. 10-11am
• Bible Study –Wed. 11am

Wednesday Morning Bible Study via Zoom.  
All are welcome!

 We’re excited to announce we will be relaunching our Bible Study 
starting June 3 at 11am.  Click here to join us on Zoom.
 Bring your own Bible.  We’ll be studying Paul’s Second Letter to the 
Corinthians. Please join us. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87591562777
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Children’s Ministry -The Year in Review
 As we come to the end of our traditional Church School year, 
I wanted to write to our Church School families and friends to say 
a huge thank you for all you have done to support our precious 
children. 
 We have been so blessed by Drew’s leadership this year and have 
introduced several new offerings, including our young family social 
events, like the potluck housewarming party and the Toy Story movie 
night.  Also new this year was the Advent@Home video series and 
HolyWeek@Home.  Behind the scenes Drew has guided the Children 
and Youth Ministries Commission to refine our vision for the future 
and articulate a mission statement.  We have built a new database 
which will enable us to nurture every child in an age appropriate 
way from birth to 18 years.  In addition, we have sourced an exciting 
new Church School curriculum which we are looking forward to 
launching in the fall.  Also this year, Deanna MacLean and Eric 
Parsons have established a thriving Junior Choir. 
Outreach
 Church School continued this year to support the local charity 
Hour Children (for the benefit of children whose mothers are 
incarcerated at the Bedford Hills Correctional Facility).  Through 
the offering plate in the Children’s Chapel service and our Bake 
Sale, we have managed to raise nearly $900.  This money will be a 
huge blessing to the work of Hour Children, especially in these most 
challenging times.  Thank you for your contributions. 
What did the children learn in Church School?
 The overarching theme running through our curriculum for the 
year was “God’s Family.”  The children spent time learning lessons 
of faith taught to us by the actions and lives of people in biblical 
history.  Some examples are summarized below:
• Abraham - listening to God, and trusting that he would have a 

family (that started a whole nation!)
• Joseph - forgiving his brothers
• Ruth - being faithful to her mother-in-law
• David - showing devotion and repentance 
• Gideon - helping his family turn back to God and showing huge 

bravery
• Daniel - prayerful and trusting in God in the most extreme 

circumstances
 Of course at Christmas we learned about Jesus’ family, and then 
in the new year our lessons were on Jesus’ disciples and how we too 
are His disciples and part of God’s family.  Before Easter, we read 
about people that Jesus encountered in His life, and their reactions to 
Him.  Nicodemus and his secret questioning of Jesus at night and the 
woman at the well whose faith came in a completely different way.  
What valuable lessons we have learned as we now journey together 
as a church family through this crisis. 
Covid-19
 Despite in-person activities being cut short by the pandemic and 
a new phase of social distancing, we have managed to continue our 
worship and learning.  Whilst we have not been able to have live 
streaming of Children’s Chapel services (it simply doesn’t work if 
we can’t have multiple people present and of course our fabulous 
live music), we have been creative in coming up with alternatives.  
As already mentioned, HolyWeek@Home was a perfectly timed 
blessing in the first weeks of lockdown.  Sadly our traditional Holy 
Saturday service could not take place, but John and Drew brought the 
joy of that special service into our homes (see the link below for an 
excerpt from the service).
 Since Easter we have shared 6 other ChurchSchool@Home 
offerings including a service led by the children who brilliantly 
recorded themselves saying all the prayers and words from the 
Chapel order of service.  We also invited the Church School teachers 
to do a similar thing.  It was so great to see so many familiar faces 
leading us through our worship and helping to maintain a sense of 
community and fellowship even in these socially distant times. Thank 
you to everyone who contributed. 

 We have also celebrated the graduation of our 7th graders from 
Church School and enjoyed a 6th and 7th grades coffee hour Zoom.  
We are hopeful of being back on the St. Matthew’s campus together 
soon, but in the meantime are looking to expand and improve on our 
e-learning and socially distant fellowship. 
Music 
 Whether we are together or apart, music is such an important part 
of the children’s worship and we are hugely grateful to Mark Weigel 
for all the work he has done to bring music into our homes each week 
in our ChurchSchool@Home videos and also in the preparation of 
our new St. Matthew’s Children’s Songbook.  These bring together 
all our favorite hymns for every season in a new format.  Drew has 
been sharing one of these (in both video and mp3 format) with the 
Church School and St. Matthew’s Preschool every Monday morning 
in an email. Our hope is that by playing them at home and in the car, 
the children will be able to learn them by heart and carry those tunes 
with them through the week. Click here for the music videos and 
Click here for the songbook. 
 To finish, I am including a link to a short clip of Mark, John and 
Drew:  Click here- it cannot fail to bring a smile to your face and the 
joy of Easter to your hearts.  
 Thank you again to everyone who helped make this year as good 
as it was - it takes a village!!  A fun montage of our year in review 
will be coming out in the weekly blast at the end of the term (mid-
June). 
    Have a safe and happy summer. 
    Blessings, Tara

ChurchSchool@Home Summer 
Offering
 These are anxious times, but we who 
follow Jesus are assured He is with us 
always. We are delighted to continue 
to share that Good News with your 
children throughout the summer via our 
ChurchSchool@Home program. It is 
perhaps more important now than ever.
 We have put together a packet of 
resources that you can use. You will see 
that there is one double-sided bulletin/
activity sheet for each Sunday of the 
summer based on the Sunday’s readings. 
The “secret code” is for some fun online faith-focused games that 
you can play with the children during the week as well. 
 We then hope that you will join us for our weekly Church School 
Zoom Coffee Hour at 11:00am when we hope to have some fun 
fellowship and perhaps even share some of the learning from these 
bulletins. Please contact Tara Deeks for more information. 

Confirmation
 As with many things 
in COVID, May 17th’s 
Confirmation service did not 
happen as planned and our 
class of FOURTEEN 8th 
graders will be confirmed 
by the bishop at a later 
date.  However! Our class 
continued and you can see the final assignment for yourself!  Click 
here to view each of the Confirmands reflecting on his or her year in 
the class and what it’s meant for each to have faith during COVID. 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/6895928
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/3067/StMatthewsSongbook.pdf
https://vimeo.com/406809460
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6879695
mailto:tdeeks%40stmatthewsbedford.org?subject=
https://vimeo.com/418551596
https://vimeo.com/418551596
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Your Support Still Needed!!
 While the daily hum of life at St. Matthew’s is different 
today than our historical model, it has by no means slowed down.  
Worship, pastoral care, outreach, music, and Church School have 
all found ways to function and reach within our Parish, and beyond, 
during these difficult times. In this new structure, a large number 
of you have continued your generous support of the church and its 
ministry.  THANK YOU.  If the past week’s changes have you out of 
sorts and you’ve gotten behind on your pledge, click here and find 
how easy it is to continue your financial support of St Matthew’s. As 
always, if there is any assistance you need from the church, please do 
reach out.
    Your Stewardship Team

Women Together: Friendship and 
Prayer 

 Join an informal gathering of Women of St. Matthew’s, 
coordinated by Deanna MacLean, on Zoom each Wed. at 10 am to 
connect with friends and pray together.  On occasion, the group has 
also hosted a guest such as Dr. Donna Volpitta who discussed: “How 
to Foster Mental Health while Practicing Social Distancing.”  If you 
would like to participate, please email: Robyn McCree here.

A BLT Quiz:
 Which of the following was NOT a BLT location?
• In the choir’s vestment closet
• With a Treasure Chest
• By the Bedford Cross on the green
• Under the red crabapple trees
• Sliding down the playground chute
• Sitting on top of Dwyer grill
• In the Ruth Sharp pew (last row)
• In the Ada B. Combes garden
• On the porch above the front entrance
• On the roof with bell ringing in background
• Underneath painting of skating minister
• In attic, surrounded by junk
• At the reception desk

See page 4 for the answer

Our Blessed BLTs!
  On weekdays, St. Matthew’s parishioners and friends get a 
wonderful electronic message called “Blessed Little Thoughts.”  
These videos are inspirational, motivational, comforting – clearly 
needed by all during this crisis – but also fun.  Each BLT features a 
new and different location, tied together with an uplifting message.  
 They are produced jointly by John and Drew–they do it all 
themselves. They select the location for shooting and the message/
Bible passage and carry out two tripods–one holds an iPhone 
and the other a microphone.  Some spots are difficult to reach – 
rooftops, attics, far away from the Parish House – and they even 
did BLTs when they were away – John in South Carolina and Drew 
in Vermont!  After the video is recorded, Drew does the editing in 
iMovie, uploads the video to the church’s Vimeo page, and then 
Kelly sends them off to our appreciative audience.
 Together they have produced over 50 of these uplifting videos, 
developing the message and then going before the camera without 
a script.   Along the way, of course, there are a few mistakes…and 
Drew, our editor, has made a blooper reel for everyone’s enjoyment 
– accessible through this link. 
 On behalf of everyone who receives these delightful videos:  
Thank you, John and Drew — we love the BLTs – we love the 
BLTs. Glebe and Preserve Update

 During the past three months of social distancing and “stay-
at-home” orders, the number of people enjoying the Glebe and 
Ketchum Preserve has increased dramatically.  Not a day goes by 
that at least a handful of cars aren’t parked near the trail head and a 
half dozen to a score of individuals, couples, families, and their dogs 
can be found enjoying the three distinct loop trails and the Stone Hill 
River–a sure sign that St. Matthew’s is serving the larger community 
through our beautiful land.  Many thanks to Sam Godoi for installing 
new signs to remind dog walkers to keep their four-legged friends 
leashed, and to Ian MacLean and Roger Vincent for maintaining the 
trails. 

https://givingtools.com/give/937
mailto:mccreebase%40aol.com?subject=
https://vimeo.com/423619433
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Comings & Goings

Increased Outreach
 St. Matthew’s has truly stepped up to support those most affected 
by COVID-19.  Each year, St. Matthew’s contributes $25,000 to local 
non-profits, focusing especially on those that offer assistance with 
food and shelter.  As of April 26, this year’s funds were allocated and 
checks sent to get those resources where they were needed most and 
in a timely manner.  In addition to this year’s budgeted giving, the 
Women of St. Matthew’s donated the proceeds from its Art Show: 
Bedford of approximately $34,000 to local charities, many that provide 
food and shelter.
 On top of these funds, St. Matthew’s has also dedicated $25,000 
more to support those on the front lines of this pandemic.  As of April 
26, $10,000 was sent to the COVID-19 Emergency Fund at Northern 
Westchester Hospital (NWH), $4000 to three local food pantries, and 
$1000 to the Bedford Fire Department 
to support our local first responders.  
$10,000 is being reserved to meet 
future needs related to COVID-19, 
with $500 already used to purchase 
stamps for our neighbors at Bedford 
Hills and Taconic Correctional 
Facilities to help them stay in touch 
with loved ones during this difficult 
time. 
 These words from a neighbor at 
Taconic sum up the impact, “Thank 
you for all the donations received here 
at Taconic.  We are more than grateful 
especially this Mother’s Day.  Due to 
this pandemic, our families are having 
hard times even making it to the post office.  With no visitation as well.  
Thank you very much & God Bless this community for the services 
provided.  Thank you.” 
 Finally, St. Matthew’s members have also provided relief in more 
hands-on ways including providing facemasks for POTS in the Bronx. 
Our children made over 75 “Cards of Hope” for hospital workers at 
NWH (see photos). 

 As always, despite the conditions, 
St. Matthew’s celebrated a beautiful 
Flowering of the Cross on Mother’s 
Day, thanks to the Vincent and Keller 
families.

Masks & scarves for our so 
important workers
 The talents and dedication of some of our parishioners — adults 
and teens — can be seen in the photos below. They made masks 
and scarves with buttons and decorations for healthcare workers 
at Northern Westchester Hospital, Phelps Hospital, White Plains 
Hospital and Harlem Hospital.  115 scarves and 107 masks and 
counting!  Accolades and thanks to Jani Jussel, Deanna and Lachlan 
MacLean, Charlene Anderson, Susannah Leighton, Mary Farley and 
Amelia, Eloise, and Colette Inglis.

Nurses from North-
ern Westchester Hos-
pital displaying their 
new scarves and taffy 
from Michele Kim.

Marvelous Music 
 Music has remained an important 
facet of our life as a parish even as 
we shelter-in-place.  Tony Newman, 
accompanied by alto Trish Hussey, 
fills our Sunday streaming services with music.  Each Thursday, 
with the link here included in the Thursday Eblast newsletter, a new 
Marvelous Music video is released of Tony performing on organ or 
harpsichord a few major pieces of classical music, along with his 
explanation of their significance to the history and development of 
music.

 Our Rector, John Zahl, has had his email hacked again. If you 
received a suspicious message from John, please do not reply and 
delete it immediately.
 Clergy at St. Matthew’s will never reach out to parishioners 
for money/gift cards in this manner. If you are ever unsure, please 
call the office. Also, as a precautionary step, we would recommend 
that anyone who received the falsified email should change their 
computer and mail passwords.

ANSWER to BLT Quz:
 In the Ruth Sharp pew – has not yet been a BLT location.

Change of Address
The Rev. & Mrs. Terence L. Elsberry

20 Church Street  No. B63
Greenwich, CT  06830

In Memoriam
In sure and certain hope
 Susan Banks (Ketchum Society) – April 13, 2020 
 Elizabeth Carlton – May 17, 2020
 Calvin A. Thompson (Ketchum Society) – May 25, 2020

https://vimeo.com/showcase/7104575

