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A Thought from the Rector

The picture below was taken four years
ago, during my first visit to St. Matthew’s. I
remember it well. Remodeling of the church was
well underway, and the church was filled with
scaffolding. I remember a downstairs classroom
filled with dirt too. “Don’t worry; we’ll be done
by the end of the summer.” Ominous words if
you’ve ever been involved in a building project,
and yet, by some miracle, they proved true.
There is a Haitian proverb that often
comes to mind: Beyond mountains, there are
mountains. The church, like our lives, requires
constant upkeep. We can never really rest on
our laurels. There is “always something.” Life
on this side of eternity is more of a muddling
through experience, than one defined by
overarching arrival points.
Just as we have done at St. Matthew’s,
I suspect that you have survived many
challenges in your own life. And have you
not discovered, on the other side of each one,
something new to fret and pray about? You
made it through a proverbial remodel, or

big transition, only to discover a pandemic
lurking right around the corner. C’est la vie
… and, yet, when we pause to look back, we
see the rewards.
Instead of being some kind of divine
escape hatch, faith offers us a unique way to
process and face life’s challenges; it makes all
the difference. Prayer, humility, concern for
others, trust in God’s ultimate goodness and
care … these are the ingredients that make
life both bearable in the present, and deeply
fulfilling in hindsight.
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings,
with thy most gracious favor, and further us
with thy continual help; that in all our works
begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may
glorify thy holy Name, and finally, by thy
mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen. ~
The Book of Common Prayer, p. 832.
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St. Matthew’s
Preschool ended the year
with so many wonderful
celebrations! Our Family
Chapel Service was
amazing with all of the
children, teachers and
families joining John and
Drew at the outdoor chapel.
The day was bright and
beautiful and the mood was
joyful. These family chapel
days are becoming the
highlight each month, as we
come together in prayer and
gratitude.
The end-of-year-picnic
was such great fun. The
Preschool children, families
and teachers joined on the
playground for pizza, a
bubble show and Dominic
and his ice cream truck. We
all had such a wonderful
time and were again grateful that we all could be together after two
years. This community is so special and as I watched all the parents
and children laughing, my heart was full.
Graduation for our Pre-Kindergarten children was a proud
moment for not only our eight graduates but the teachers that they
had throughout their Preschool years, and of course their families and
me, as Director. My nal words to these fabulous children were two
quotes: “Mistakes are important, it is how we learn” and “My dear
ones, you can do hard things.”
Summer is a time for re ection and planning for the next
school year. I think about how many things that this Preschool
community has dealt with over the last two years and I am in awe
of the resilience of our teachers, Sue Ross and the BLC team and
our parents who weathered through these tough times with such
aplomb during the pandemic. How? Because we focused on what is
best for each child, what will keep him or her safe, and holding the
world as normal as possible. This helped our preschoolers, as they
should, look at their world with joy and endless possibilities. When
Preschool starts in the fall, we will look forward again to monthly
family chapel days, back-to-school night, Halloween and much,
much more. We at the Preschool wish everyone a wonderful and safe
summer.
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Leslie Thivierge, Preschool Director

St. Matthew’s Summer Schedule
June 19th - July 31st
8 a.m. Chapel-in-the-Woods (weather permitting)
10 a.m. Church

August 7th – August 28th
9 a.m. Chapel-in-the-Woods (weather permitting)
No live streaming
September 4th - September 25th
8 a.m. Chapel-in-the-Woods (weather permitting)
10 a.m. Church
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Stewardship Update

Greetings from your Stewardship Committee and happy summer!

As we reach the halfway point of 2022, we thought an update on
this year’s Stewardship effort would be bene cial. We’re seeing a
positive trend in overall dollar contributions but it is not without some
concern as we continue to grow at St Matthew’s.
You may recall that we set two goals for the 2022 Stewardship
campaign: we hoped to reach $780k in pledges, reversing a
downward trend. Second, we wanted to increase pledging families
to 215. That would represent approximately 55% of our parish
families making a formal pledge to support the church.
We are thrilled to report that the average pledge amount has
increased and we reached our goal on dollars pledged. This is a
HUGE vote of confidence in all that is happening at St Matthew’s and
is a testament to how we are impacting the lives of so many, near and
far.
Somewhat concerning is that we accomplished the goal with
fewer people making a formal pledge. Those committing to the effort
dropped from 193 to 183, well off our goal of 215. So as a percentage
we now have only 46% making a formal commitment to the church.
The great news is that it not too late! If you’d like to start your
commitment to the Stewardship effort with a pledge, that can happen
at any time of the year. We’d encourage all members to take that step.
The church is strong and growing. Our ministers and staff are
leading St Matthew’s and we are clearly part of a parish that is alive!
We hope you have a wonderful summer and look forward to speaking
in the fall during our 2022 campaign.
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Preschool End of Year Fun

The Stewardship Committee
Dave McCree, Sim Ketchum and Doug Kim

Donating Blood to Our Community
Our June 9 blood drive worked out very
well. With two people turned away because
they didn’t pass the medical tests (low iron
count in blood samples) and two registered
donors who had to return to work before they
could donate, we still collected 29 units of
blood. (The Red Cross separates the blood
into different components and in due course
will give me the total number of medical
situations benefitted.) Thank you!

Bill Fagan

A Summer Day of Celebrations!
Sun., June 12 was a glorious day at St. Matthew’s,
with the ending of Church School, followed by a wet
and wonderful Stomp in the river.

Then later that day, we held our annual Church Picnic,
a “Salute to our Volunteers”, which included a Martinelli
Sparkling Cider toast by John Zahl.
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Revolutionary Westchester 250

On Sun., June 26, 5:30 p.m., St. Mary’s had a fascinating
speaker: Constance Kehoe, President of Revolutionary Westchester
250, who highlighted historical events in our county during the years
before our independence.

Kehoe, third from right, with famous historical characters.

Summer Reading

During the quiet summer months, everyone is going to have
plenty of time to read books so Drew had a few recommendations on
good summer reads.
The Crucifixion: Understanding the Death of Jesus Christ by
Fleming Rutledge -- An exhaustive and inspiring study of all aspects
of the Crucifixion decades in the making by Episcopal priest and
scholar Fleming Rutledge. Drew is really enjoying digging deeper
into this book this summer.
Dissolution by C.J. Samsom --”Set in the 16th century during
the dissolution of the monasteries, this historical mystery novel book
follows the lawyer Shardlake in his attempts to solve the murder
of one of Thomas Cromwell’s commissioners in the monastery at
the fictional town of Scarnsea on the south coast of England.”
(Wikipedia) Drew enjoyed this recommendation from Jenny Convery
and the subsequent books. He’s enjoyed imagining life during the
time of the English Reformation and getting a look into some of the
historical circumstances that produced our denomination.
Artisan Bread in Five Minutes a Day by Jeff Hertzberg and Zoe
Francios -- Don’t let the summer heat keep you out of the kitchen!
This is the book from which Drew learned to bake bread. It’s easy
and straightforward and something fun to try out!

Sacred Ground

Participants prepare to celebrate with a grand dinner the
completion of the ten-week Episcopal sponsored Sacred Ground
course. Kudos to our two Sacred Ground circles.

Off to College

Comings & Goings
In Memoriam

In sure and certain hope
St. Matthew’s sends off college-bound seniors with blessings and best
wishes.
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Margaret “Peggy” Stevens – May 3, 2022

