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A Word from the Rector
 How very good 
and pleasant it is when 
kindred live together in 
unity! (Psalm 133:1)

 You may know that 
the word “Gospel” is 
translated from the Greek 
word for Good News.  
Indeed, at St. Matthew’s 
we love to trumpet good 
news, both as it relates to 
our Lord and more generally.  Who doesn’t like to hear good 
news after all?  It’s a thought that shapes our ministry from 
top to bottom.
  Along these lines, we have good news to report.  As of 
this writing 60% of American adults have received at least 
one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, and over 600,000 12- 
to15-year-olds have received their first dose.  Consequently, 
the CDC and NYS have significantly shifted their 
recommendations vis-à-vis pandemic protocol.  
 At St. Matthew’s, this means that we will no longer have 
to limit our capacity by 50%.  Also, it means that you will no 
longer need to pre-register in order to attend a service.  Best 
of all, it means that we can sing again.  That this news lines 
up with Pentecost seems providential.  
 We ask that, for the time being, you continue to wear 
masks inside the church building, but you need not wear 
them outside.  We will not be asking for proof of vaccination, 
by the way.  
 This is a delightful development, and represents an 
important next step in our emergence from the constraints we 
have endured over the past year-and-a-half.  Soon, I suspect 
that our indoor worship will be mask-free too, and we will 
keep you updated along those lines.
 We look forward to a wonderful summer together, and 
hope you will join or re-join us for worship in-person in the 
coming weeks.   Also, please mark your calendars for our 
June 13th Parish Picnic, which starts at 5 p.m.  It’s a bring-
your-own-food affair.  You may also want to bring your own 
camping chairs and blankets, but we will have tables set up 
too.  Come one, come all!  And PTL (Praise the Lord)!  

Grace & Peace,

Summer Schedule  
 June 13 marks the beginning 
of the Summer Schedule, with the 
closing of the Church School year, 
the holding of the Parish Picnic, 
and the beginning of services at the 
Chapel-in-the-Woods.  New for this 
year, instead of the 8 a.m. service always being held in the Chapel-in-
the-Woods, on occasion (June 13, July 25, and August 29), it will move 
to the main church and the 10 a.m. traditionally held in the main church 
will move to the Chapel-in-the-Woods.  This way all our parishioners, no 
matter which service you generally attend, can experience the glories of 
a service in direct communion with nature. 
 Take advantage of this quieter time of the year to take a walk in the 
Glebe, and during the week, drop by to say hello to our staff.

A Beautiful Day!
 On Mother’s Day, St. Matthew’s continued its beautiful tradition - 
Flowering of the Cross, sponsored in part by the Vincent family.
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Welcome Our Intern!
 Parishioners, make sure you welcome 
Robert Lofberg, who will be a St. 
Matthew’s intern starting in June.  Robert, 
who attends Yale Divinity School, will 
be working closely with John and Drew 
through the summer months, to become 
more familiar with parish life and 
procedures.
 He comes to us after having served as 
New England Area Director for FOCUS 
(Fellowship of Christians in Universities 
& Schools), an organization that provides 
a safe environment for students to have open conversations about 
Christianity.  He visited and held meetings at many private schools in 
the Northeast over the last three years.
 Robert, who will be attending Sunday services with his 13-year-
old son Andrew, is excited about learning from John and Drew and 
becoming part of our community.  Welcome aboard!

Preschool
 The teaching staff and I feel as though 
we are almost at the finish line of a 
successful, but challenging, year of in-person 
learning for St. Matthew’s Preschool during 
a global pandemic.  The children have 
experienced wonderful developmental and 
social growth while a pandemic was taking 
place in the world around us.  St. Matthew’s 
has been a safe, nurturing, bubble for all of 
us during an incredibly challenging time.  
 This spring, we have been learning about the Butterfly Lifecycle.  
And as butterflies, we have been emerging from our cocoons and 
are being set free in the world around us again.  It is a good feeling 
and one that could not have been accomplished without the love and 
support of Father John, Father Drew, Bonnie Tisi, the extremely 
talented teaching team and most importantly the parents of SMP.  
How fortunate we were to have all of you on this journey with us 
and, like the butterflies, we are ready to spread our wings.  Happy 
Summer!

Susan deBrigard, Head of School

  On Sun., May 16, the parish celebrated the 80th birthday of our 
spectacular music director – Tony Newman.  At both the 8 a.m. and 
10 a.m. services, the congregation stood and sang Happy Birthday 
to him.  There were many birthday cards, large signs and a big 
celebration cake at the Coffee Hour. Here members of the choir sing 
Happy Birthday to Tony.  It was glorious day to celebrate a man who 
means so much to our parish.

We’re Starting a Book Group
 Summer is for slowing down and relaxing.  
And it could be for reading a book that you 
wanted to read — but wanted to be able to 
discuss it with others.  Such a book many 
have recommended is Caste: The Origins 
of Our Discontents, the award-winning, 
New York Times bestseller by Isabel 
Wilkinson.  “Beautifully written, original, 
and revealing, Caste is an eye-opening story 
of people and history, and a reexamination of 
what lies under the surface of ordinary lives 
and of American life today.”
 We’ll meet on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. from June 9 to July 21, 
discussing one of the seven parts each week.  Whether you’ve read 
Caste already or for the first time, it is the discussion that deepens our 
understanding and friendships.  We’ll also try to add other readings 
and videos to inform our discussions.  Join us June 9, having read Part 
One.  For more information, please contact any of us.

Noriko Akinla, June Blanc, Mary Farley and Meredith Pakman

A Planting for our Environment
 It was a blooming day on 
May 8 when a large group 
of volunteers showed up 
to participate in a special 
planting of native trees and 
shrubs in our Woodlands, 
part of a larger St. Matthew’s 
campaign to preserve both 
the Glebe and Ketchum 
Preserve.  Our work was 
done in conjunction with the 
NYS Watershed Agricultural 
Council’s “Tree’s for Tribs” 
program – a statewide effort 
to reforest New York’s 
tributaries – small streams 
that flow into larger rivers 
and lakes.
Here Jessica Alba of the Water-
shed Council demonstrates the 
correct method of planting a tree.

Happy Birthday, Tony!
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 Summer is 
quickly approaching 
and while I know all 
the kids are excited 
for school to be out, 
truth be told I’m sad 
our time is coming 
to an end.  I want 
to thank each and 
every family for their 
continued support of 
our Church School 
during this past year.
 The playground and Coffee Hour have been huge hits now that 
the weather is nice! We are looking forward to our annual Stream 
Stomp on June 13 and the Parish Picnic that evening at 5 p.m.!  
Have a wonderful summer and see you next fall.

Elizabeth Lindsey

High School Youth Group
 The HSYG’s fortnightly Sermon and Scripture discussion after 
the 10 a.m. service has been a success all year and will conclude 
on June 6.  Each of these small but mighty conversations have 
been deep and fun and a great way for our older youth to further 
connect what they hear in church with their lives. 

Outstanding Adult Education
 On Wednesdays in May, parishioners had the opportunity 
to view and discuss the PBS series on the rise and growth of the 
Black Church in America (produced in part by our own Dyllan 
McGee).

Eighth Grade Confirmation Class 
 This year’s Confirmation Class has completed their program of 
preparation and are excited to get confirmed this fall.  That’s right 
– one of our bishops will be coming this fall (the diocese will send 
us the date before long) to confirm TWO classes worth of youth.  
If you are an adult who would like to be confirmed, please speak to 
John or Drew.  They will be offering a class for adult confirmands 
this fall before the bishop visits. 

Upcoming St. Mary’s Services
 Our sister church in 
the woods, St. Mary’s, has 
announced its schedule 
of services for the year.  
Actually, the first service has 
already been held, on May 23, 
with Mark Weigel performing 
for the Annual Music Service 
– a warm, sing-along wonderful time.
 The next service will be on June 13 at 5:30 when two St. 
Mary’s vestry members, Holly Brown and Bill Fouke, will lead a 
“Multi Generation Personal Reflections on this Past Year.”  They 
will be joined by neighbors of different generations to share their 
stories of life during the pandemic.
 Then, in the fall, there will be a series of interesting speakers:
 Sept. 19 – Rod Christie, Exec. Director of the Mianus River  
 Gorge
 Oct. 24 – Susan Wyper, Associate Rector at St. Luke’s Darien  
 (and a great St. Matthew’s alumna!)
 Nov. 24 – The traditional Thanksgiving service, with our   
 Rector John Zahl
 Dec. 23 – This year, St. Mary’s will be holding two separate  
 Christmas services – one at 3 p.m. out on the lawn and then   
 5:30 p.m. inside this historic church with Merle McJunken.
          

 

 If you have never made it down to St. Mary’s, you should 
make the trip to this unique church in the woods, built by farmers 
in the nineteenth century.

Dinners
During May, a number 
of parishioners had 
the opportunity to have 
dinner with the Rector… 
and at the Rectory!  It is 
wonderful to meet people 
and our clergy in an 
informal setting.

Church School: Time to STOMP 
into Summer

 Plus, St. Mary’s will join St. Matthew’s and the Antioch 
Baptist Church in a joint service on Oct. 17 at 10:45 a.m.at 
Antioch Baptist Church, with John Zahl preaching.
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What Better Way to Celebrate 
“Spring Is Sprung” than at a Lovely 
Church Picnic on the Back Lawn

Have You Ever Wondered. . .?
 Have you ever wondered . . . how St. Matthew’s services 
are orchestrated so smoothly?  The ushers, under the direction of 
Bill Fagan, play an important part.  They present the welcoming 
smiles first seen by parishioners and newcomers as they arrive.  In 
addition, they escort folks to their pews, take attendance, pass the 
collection plates, count the money, 
direct traffic at communion services 
(which will happen again), and take 
care of the occasional emergency.  
They rearrange furniture in the 
sanctuary for the Annual Meeting 
and provide special assistance when 
needed, such as dimming the lights 
on Christmas Eve and Maundy 
Thursday.  They have even been 
known to clean up after a pooping 
pony at a past Christmas Pageant 
service!  When services take place 
at the Chapel-in-the Woods, ushers 
are responsible for wiping down the 
pews and for putting out seating pads for those who wish to have 
one.  Rides down the hill, offered in the past, will be provided 
again once Covid-19 restrictions are fully lifted.
 There are currently 6 regular ushers serving at the 8 a.m. 
service and 20 at the 10 a.m. service.  And don’t think this is only 
a man’s job!  Several women have ushered over the years, at the 
moment including June Blanc and Sha Fagan.  Dan de Menocal, 
who has ushered for over 30 years at 10 a.m. says he really enjoys 
ushering because he likes to meet people and especially enjoys 
presenting the friendly face of St. Matthew’s.  Roger Vincent, 
another usher of more than 30 years at the 8 a.m. service says: “I 
find the serenity of St. Matthews in the early morning especially 
appealing.  Inside the Church, an occasional muffled voice can 
be heard as George, a verger, the lay reader or Tony make final 
preparations for the service.  In those moments of serenity and 
in contributing to the life of St. Matthew’s in this way, there is a 
powerful sensation of being in the right place, both physically and 
spiritually.”
 Have you ever wondered . . . how the Rector manages to 
host meetings with his colleagues when he needs to have a meal 
served?  He is a busy man, and is 
blessed to have a great coordinator 
who manages meal preparation 
and catering challenges for him.  
Deanna MacLean is the Chair of the 
Hospitality Committee of the Women 
of St. Matthew’s.  While Deanna is 
a gifted cook, she is also a creative 
thinker and innovator where food is 
concerned.  She and the Hospitality 
Committee provide delicious meals 
for distinguished visitors.  They bake, 
cook, cater, set up, serve and clean-
up.  In this way, this team of people 
behind the scenes provides invaluable assistance to the Rector, while 
maintaining the well-known reputation of St. Matthew’s for serving 
good food.
 The Hospitality Committee also provides lunch after a special 
speaker event, breakfast for the Choir when they spend Easter 
morning at St. Matthew’s, and supper for musicians performing in 
the Bedford Chamber Concert Series.  In addition, the Committee 
maintains the inventory of Church pantry supplies, ensuring that the 
many groups who entertain at Church can serve and set a fine table.  
Many thanks to Deanna (also Co-Chair of Coffee Hour) and the 
Hospitality Committee.

Janet Sloat

Comings & Goings
Holy Baptism
Received into Christ’s Holy Church
 John Montgomery Harris, III - May 16, 2021
 Bodie Thomas Pecha - May 23, 2021

In Memoriam
In sure and certain hope
 Suzanne Ewing - March 28, 2021


