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  A Hearty Thank You from 
the Rector
 Years ago, I served as a curate at a large parish which 
had grown substantially in membership numbers under the 
leadership of their then Rector.  A long-time member shared 
with me her experience of how the growth had impacted 
her experience of church there.  She said, when her first 
baby was born, the Rector came to visit her family in the 
hospital.  When her second child was born, the Associate 
Rector visited them….  And when their third baby arrived, 
they received flowers, cards and food from the church, a note 
from the Rector, and numerous visits from members of their 
Bible Study small group from the parish.  Initially, she said 
she was a bit frustrated by this shift, but that she soon came 
to realize that she had received more, not less care, as the 
result of her church’s growth.  
 The point of interest for St. Matthew’s is that, when a 
church is healthy, volunteers play an essential role in parish 
ministry and reflect the spiritual vitality of the church.  I 
know of no better example of these dynamics than our very 
own church, where lay leadership defines so much of what 
we are able to accomplish on a weekly and annual basis at 
St. Matthew’s.  I believe it was the rector, Rev. Bill Foley, 
who first brought this vision of ministry into effect, using 
Committees and Commissions, although the seeds of this 
vision were planted and sprouted almost since her inception 
in the early 1800s.  As so many Episcopal churches in our 
area have slowly lost steam over the past 40 years, we have 
managed to buck these trends,  These determinations speak 
well of subsequent clergy leaders, who have continued to 
nourish this model, but it cannot simply be pinned upon them 
as individuals.  No, the secret to St. Matthew’s has never 
been our beautiful property, our gorgeous buildings, or even 
our dedicated staff, though they play a crucial role.  It is her 
people… you!  In the way that a good recipe is often made 
great by a secret ingredient, I can say with confidence that 
our secret is that we have the finest parishioners in the whole 
country.  
 This is not because you present well, or are interesting – 
though you are certainly those things too.  It’s because of the 
way you serve to keep our church thriving.  I am struck by 
this on a daily basis, and it is with gratitude for all of those 
glorious, often unsung, efforts, that this month’s issue of The 
Key is dedicated to all of volunteers.  We will celebrate these 
themes on Sun., June 12 both in church and at our Parish 
Picnic.
   Continued page 2

Congratulations to All!

 “Strengthen, O Lord, your servants with your Holy Spirit; empower them 
for your service; and sustain them all the days of their lives. Amen.”  So 
prayed Bishop Glasspool over our twelve confirmands on Sun., May 15.  It 
was a joyous and festive occasion and St. Matthew’s is so proud of this year’s 
confirmands –- and two adult receptions, too!

https://vimeo.com/stmatthewsbedford/review/714209847/a87306216d
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A Thought from The Rector
(continued from page 1)

 The truth is there are too many to thank or list, but allow me 
to point to the tip of the iceberg.  There are those who beautify 
our church with flowers every week (and then take bouquets 
to our members who are sick or grieving); there are all who 
make our Coffee Hour so inimitably special; there are our 
Altar Guild, Lay Readers and amazing Verger (St. Tina), who 
humbly prepare each and every service so that we may properly 
worship God as best we know how; there are our Ushers and 
Welcome Commission, making each new member feel most 
welcome in our midst from the very moment they first step foot 
in our church; there is the Property Commission, Woodlands 
Commission, and Environmental Committee, who keep our 
buildings and grounds in tip-top shape through 
fare weather and foul; there is our Art Show 
Committee, who inspire us annually and enable 
us to give to so many local charities; there is 
our Churchyard Commission, who help us to 
maintain and manage the loveliest graveyard in 
the country; there is our Church School Committee 
and Volunteers, raising up our littlest members in the faith 
and often forgoing 10 a.m. worship for the sake of the next 
generation; there are the Preschool Commission and associated 
Parents Association, working to make our Preschool the best in 

the area;  there are the families who step forward 
to make events like the Annual Easter Egg Hunt, 
the Flowering of the Cross, and the Haunted Hike 
such classic happenings in our community; there 

are the Women of St. Matthew’s and the Men of St. Matthew’s, 
always ready to serve where care and brawn are required, 
like at our Christmas Brunch and Parish Picnics; there are our 
Front Desk Volunteers, who answer the phones and help to 
stuff bulletins from one week to the next; there is our Bedell 
Committee, blessing countless parishes in our region and 
beyond through thoughtful determinations and careful 
stewardship; there is our Outreach Committee, keeping 
us ever mindful of the needs of others less fortunate 
than ourselves; there is our Music Committee, 
enabling us to worship with glorious music and 
concerts throughout the year; there is our Fundraising 
Committee, helping us to raise annual support for our 
operations through amazing events like Daffodils & Dancing; 
there is our Communications Committee, responsible for this, 
the finest monthly church newsletter to be found anywhere, and 
our website; there is our Investment Committee, overseeing 
our endowments to make sure they are managed appropriately 

and with a long future in mind; … and 
then there is the Vestry, who serve in 
the cockpit alongside of Drew and me, 
overseeing all of our operations and 
managing the complex financials and 

the various elements required by a church of our size, not to 
mention representing St. Matthew’s at the level of Diocesan 
and larger church involvement…  the list goes on and on, and 
these are only a portion of the good works we are given to do 
here, but never doubt that this is indeed what the Apostle Paul 
meant when he first described “the body of Christ, though we 
are many members, we are one body.”  
 Thank you so much for all you do to make St. Matthew’s 
such a special church!  And please continue to volunteer in 
whatever ways you can, for, without you, we would quickly 
be lost.  Here, here, and Amen!  (View our “A Salute to Our 
Volunteers” video here.)

 On Thurs., June 9, St. Matthew’s is hosting a Red Cross 
Blood Drive, just in time to address the recently-announced Blood 
Emergency for New York State and Connecticut.  The Blood Drive 
will take place in the Fellowship Room from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m.; CLICK HERE to schedule a half-hour appointment.  There is 
no medical substitute for human blood and the present need is urgent.  
Contact Bill Fagan if you have any questions.

Preschool Spring Fling
 On May 15, the St. Matthew’s Preschool Parents Association 
held its annual fundraiser in the Fellowship Room and patio.  It 
was a beautiful event with cocktails over oysters, shrimp, cheeses 
and crudite, followed by a gourmet pizza truck and a silent auction 
of delights for children and adults.  Proceeds of the event will 
go to fund yearly Parent Association activities, gifts for teachers 
and outdoor playground equipment.  John Zahl, Drew Courtright, 
June Blanc and Mary Farley were invited by the Parents Association 
to mingle and enjoy the scrumptious food and celebrate a 
wonderfully successful, if not COVID challenging, Preschool year.

https://vimeo.com/stmatthewsbedford/review/714209847/a87306216d
mailto:william.fagan@outlook.com
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Youth Group Returns with Gusto!
 Twenty-three 6th-12th graders gathered in the Fellowship Room 
on Sun., Mar. 6 for the return of Youth Group!  We played games, 
sang a song, said some prayers, heard from Scripture, ate some 
snacks, and did a remote service project.  Mark your calendars for 
Youth Group on Apr. 3, Apr. 24, May 8, May 22, and June 5, from 4 
to 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Room. All youth (and friends!) in 6th-
12th grade are welcome! 

Church School Ready to Stomp!
 We are in the final stretch of Church School this year. I have so 
enjoyed spending my Sundays with your amazing children!  We have 
routinely had 25 to 35 kids each week which is an extraordinary feat 
considering the lingering pandemic.
 Mark your calendars for Sun., June 12 and get your wellies and 
water shoes ready ... It’s almost time for the annual Stream Stomp! 
Church School will join the congregation in the Chapel in the woods 
to receive participation certificates and a summer gift before heading 
down to the stream in the Glebe for some end-of-year fun!  And don’t 
forget to come back for our Annual Picnic, when we will all toast our 
volunteers, play games and enjoy hot dogs and hamburgers, an Ice 
Cream truck and a great year together.
 “I am so thankful for everyone who has helped make this year of 
Church School so 
wonderful. Thank you, 
Charlene Anderson 
and Georgia Swanson, 
for caring for our 
youngest members 
in the Nursery each 
Sunday. And thank 
you to our Church 
School teachers Noriko 
Akinla, Melissa Atkin, 
Molly Breuer, Brendan 
Buschman, Jennifer Buschman, Tara Deeks, Catherine Eshoo, Alex 
Griffin, Amanda Griffin, Traci Toll-Griffin, Carolyn Guard, Meredith 
Kent, Mack Lindsey, Caroline McGill, Lily Moore, and musicians Betsy 
Seng, and Mark Weigel. Thank you for blessing our kids!”

Elizabeth Lindsey

Thank you to our Children and 
Youth Ministry Commission
 Noriko Akinla  Traci Toll-Griffin
 Charlene Anderson Carolyn Guard
 Melissa Atkin  Meredith Kent
 Molly Breuer  Mack Lindsey
 Brendan Buschman  Caroline MacGil
 Jennifer Buschman  Lily Moore
 Tara Deeks  Betsy Seng 
 Catherine Eshoo  Georgia Swanson
 Alex Griffin  Mark Weigal
 Amanda Griffin 

Revolutionary Speaker at St. Mary’s, 
June 26
 On Sun., June 26, 5:30 p.m., St. Mary’s will have a fascinating 
speaker:  Constance Kehoe, President of Revolutionary Westchester 250 
(RW250).   
 RW250 is working to 
commemorate the 250th 
anniversary of the founding 
of this country in 2026 by 
building awareness and 
excitement for the events, 
places, ideas, and people of 
the Revolutionary War period 
in Westchester.  From the 
Battle of White Plains and 
the crucial vote that made the 
Declaration of Independence 
unanimous, to the capture of 
British spy Major John Andre 
with the plans for West Point 
in his boots, Westchester 
County played a pivotal role 
in the American Revolution.  
Ms. Kehoe will highlight 
these events with a focus on 
the local sites and people whose actions here made a difference to the 
outcome of our war for independence.

A Loving Farewell to Sarah Bonay
 On Sun., May 8, St. Matthew’s thanked and bid farewell to our 
seminarian for this past year, Sarah Bonay.  Sarah has been such a 
blessing to St. Matthew’s –- preaching, praying, and preparing for 
ministry.  We know she will be a blessing to the wider church and we’re 
grateful for the support St. Matthew’s showed her during this year of 
formation with us.  Sarah has one more year of seminary at General 
Theological in NYC.

Host Families Needed  
 Over 80% of the inmates at Bedford Hills are mothers.  Studies 
show that both children and mothers benefit from familial contact 
during incarceration.  Hour Children will run a “Summer Day Camp” 
at the prison so inmates’ children can visit them during the day.  Due 
to COVID, many children have not seen their mothers for 2 years.  The 
children need host families for the evenings.  Please consider taking a 
child into your home for 4 days.  Available weeks are Sunday through 
Wednesday beginning the weeks of July 7, July 24, August 7,  or August 
14.  Please contact April Foley for an application form. 

mailto:aprhfoley@aol.com
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Volunteers are the gas that keeps the St. Matthew’s engine 
running.  They are the glue that binds the parish together.   
They show up repeatedly day after day, working hard for 
the church. They set the altar, clean the brass, arrange the 
flowers, escort you to your seat, serve you coffee, clean 
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up the grounds and much much more.  They don’t ask 
for individual recognition or acclaim…but everyone at 
St. Matthew’s needs to salute our volunteers and thank 
them for everything they do.  Thank you, thank you, 
thank you.



Learning and Flourishing 
at Preschool
 What a beautiful May we have had for 2022.  As cases of COVID  
went up in the County and State, St. Matthew’s Preschool went 
outside.  We are so fortunate to have 66 beautiful acres of streams, 
trees and trails to hike on.  We moved all our classes outside the 
Fellowship Room and the teachers and students didn’t even miss 
a beat.  Learning, exploring and friendships continued to flourish. 
The 2’s, 3’s and Pre-Kindergarten classes continued work on their 
curriculum, including our usual time for our music teacher Mr. Kenny, 
Yoga and Chapel –  but we did it all outside. We look forward to our 
Father’s Day celebration, end-of -the-year picnic and Pre-Kindergarten 
graduation. 

Leslie Thivierge, Interim Director

Comings & Goings
New or returning parishioners:

 Mrs. Barbara C. Riegel  Mr. Alexander and Mrs. Mackenzie Roussos
 510 Bedford Center Rd.  228 Chestnut Ridge Rd.
 Bedford, NY 10506  Bedford Corners, NY 10549

Holy Baptism
Received into Christ’s Holy Church
 Hayden Mae Sturz – May 22, 2022 

In Memoriam
In sure and certain hope 
 Charles “Chuck” Banks

St. Matthew’s Welcomes Fellow 
Episcopaleans
 On Tues., May 17, the New York Diocesan Committee to Elect 
a Bishop, of which our rector is a member, met at St. Matthew’s to 
review candidate applications.

 
 

Woodlands Commission Caring for 
Nature
 The second annual tree and 
shrub planting on May 14 was a 
great success!
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Flowering of the 
Cross
 St. Matthew’s Blossomed 
on May 8 with the Flowering of 
the Cross and Mother’s Day. 

Many Thanks to the Many  
Volunteers Who Turned Up for Our 
Annual Spring Cleanup!


