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Drew Becomes New Clericus Dean
 “Clericus Dean”?  What’s that?  A “clericus” is a small gathering of clergy and 
the appointed convener of that group is, in our diocese, called the “dean” of that 
clericus.  St. Matthew’s is located in the Saw Mill Clericus which includes Good 
Shepherd, Granite Springs; Holy Communion, Mahopac; St. James, North Salem; 
St. John’s-St. Paul’s, South Salem; St. John’s, Pleasantville; St. Luke’s, Katonah; 
St. Luke’s, Somers; St. Mark’s, Mount Kisco; St. Mary’s, Chappaqua; St. Mary’s, 
Mohegan Lake; St. Matthew’s, Bedford; and St. Stephen’s, Armonk.  Each month, 
Drew will meet by Zoom with our Bishops and the other clericus deans to stay 
abreast of what’s going on in the diocese and then convey that information to our 
clericus clergy, as well as share with our bishops how we’re doing up here.  Our 
clericus is active, congenial and collaborative, and St. Matthew’s is blessed to be 
able to serve in this leadership role in our little slice of the Episcopal Church.

Two Special People Honored at the 
Annual Meeting   
 At the Annual Meeting, parishioners approved the 2023 budget 
of $1.47 million and elected the following individuals to serve on 
the Vestry.
 • John Walker to serve his third two-year term as Senior   
  Warden. 
 • Kathleen Brenner to serve her second three-year term as   
  Vestry member. 
 • William Fagan to serve his second three-year term as Vestry  
  member. 
 • David McCree to serve his second three-year term as Vestry  
  member. 
 • Tara Deeks to serve for her first three-year term as Vestry   
  member. 
 Additionally, the Rector’s Key was presented by John Zahl 
to two parishioners for their outstanding service to St. Matthew’s 
Church:
 • “In Betsy Meyer, we find an exemplary Parishioner.  Her
  Christian witness and her considerable sacrifice of talent,   
  time, and thoughtfulness have helped St. Matthew’s in   
  innumerable ways.  If you have spent time with Betsy, you
  know that she brings with her a humility and openness that
  is absolutely contagious.  We have been fortunate to claim
  Betsy as a member of St. Matthew’s for many years.”
 •  “In John Pinckney, we find an exemplary Head of Property.   
  His leadership and his considerable sacrifice of talent, time,   
  and thoughtfulness have helped St. Matthew’s to navigate
  smoothly through an important time of transition.  If you have
  spent time with John, you know that he brings with him a
  positivity and openness that is absolutely contagious.  We
  have been fortunate to have John at the helm of our Property
  Commission; the results are undeniable. “ 

A Lenten Thought from 
the Rector  
“Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no 
regret…” (2 Cor 7: 10)

 March is contained within the Church season of Lent, a time made 
famous by short-lived discipline and basketball.  Kicking off with Ash 
Wednesday, Lent marks the deep and seemingly somber build up to 
Easter.  And yet, it is my favorite time of year in the church.  
 Lent is when we get honest.  And it is when we draw close to the 
cross, or, rather, when the cross draws close to us.  Have you ever 
heard the saying: “Leave it at the foot of the cross?” For me, this simple 
sentiment conveys so much of what it means to be Christian.  We 
acknowledge our weakness and look to God for grace.  The dynamics 
are perfectly encapsulated in Jesus’ famous Parable of the Pharisee and 
the Tax Collector (Luke 18:9-14).  When the tax collector prays, he does 
so on his knees and in all humility: “Lord, have mercy on me a sinner.”  
…And Jesus celebrates him.
    The alternative posture looks like the self-righteous Pharisee, all 
puffed up with pride.  He thinks he’s got it all figured out, thank you 
very much, and looks down his nose at anyone who doesn’t match up.  
How repugnant!  
 In Alcoholics Anonymous, recovery is often equated with “God-
help,” and contrasted with “self-help.”  Spirituality is born of humility 
and gratitude, rather than willpower and self-esteem.  Lent is about the 
former, and rejects the latter.  Lent is when we become honest about 
mistakes (as opposed to denial); it is about saying sorry (as opposed 
to being defensive); and it is about being forgiven (instead of being 
righteous).  Which qualities might you prefer in a spouse, family 
member, friend, or colleague?  I’ll take the tax collector every time.     
Amen.  
            In grace and peace,

March
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Guest Preacher, March 5  
 The Rev. Sam Owen joins 
us for the Second Sunday in 
Lent to preach the gospel and 
speak about his work with our 
Haitian brothers and sisters in the 
Episcopal Church.  Rev. Owen is 
the Priest-in-Charge at the Haitian 
Church of the Good Samaritan in 
the Bronx and is also the Director 
of the New York Haiti Project, 
a ministry of Good Samaritan, 
which views its mission as 
building bonds of love between 
New York and Haiti through the 
Episcopal Church.  It supports St. 

 
 

               
 

“Every sermon is like a basket full of life-giving 
fruit picked from the cross tree and passed out to 
everyone who hungers for grace.”

 

Celebrating 50 years!
 It was a very special year for 
Art Show: Bedford as we celebrated 
a 50-year tradition of the Women 
of St Matthew’s showcasing 
local artists and supporting local 
charities. 
  

   
            

  
 

 The preview party was a sell out and the guests enjoyed catering 
by Happiness Is and wonderful music from Mark Weigel and his 
band, not to forget the Men of St Matthew’s winebar!  The weather 
was kind to us this year, and notwithstanding the severe cold, we 
were able to open the show as planned and the exhibition ran for 
6 full days, with the Fellowship Room full of artists and patrons 
alike.  The artists always comment how much they love the warm 
environment of Art Show: Bedford, and it is evidenced by how much 
time they spend at the show.  
 This is the biggest outreach event of the St Matthew’s calendar 
and we are so grateful for the huge support we received from across 
the parish.
  Tara Deeks and Jenny Convery, Co-chairs

Youth Group Continues to Offer Fun and 
Fellowship 
 What do you do when things have been a little hard lately with 
friends at school?  Or when you are curious about why faith matters 
as a teen?  Or when you want to engage in community service?  Or 
if you want to have some screen-free wholesome fun and yummy 
snacks?  You go to Youth Group!  All of this and more has been 
happening about every other Sunday afternoon in the Fellowship 
Room.  Youth Group is open to St. Matthew’s 6th-12th graders 
(and their friends!).  Remaining dates for this school year are Mar. 
12, Mar. 26, Apr. 23, May 7, May 21, and Jun. 4 from 4:00-5:30 
p.m. with Drew and other adult leaders.  There will also be a special 
Trees for Tribs planting event Saturday morning May 13.  

Easter Lilies 
Remembrances

       
        

     
     

       

           
  

Upside-Down Spirituality: The 9 Essential Failures of a Faithful Life 
by Chad Bird

           
           

                
             

       
              

             
            

          

 We had two goals for this year’s
art show: to feature the work of 50 artists and to raise $50,000. No 
small task to do either, but with God’s grace we succeeded and, in 
fact, exceeded our sales target.  In the coming month, we will be 
distributing the money raised to help our neighbors most in need.

To remember loved ones with memorial flowers and 
in our bulletin, please make your donation by March 
31 through our website, Easter envelopes at church 
or mailed directly to the church office. Please be sure 

to include the names of your loved ones with
your donation.

Luke’s Episcopal School and the church in Martel, Haiti. The school 
currently serves 112 students from Pre-K through 7th grade. Its goal 
is to add a grade level every year until the school serves up to the 12th 
grade.” To learn more, come to church on March 5 and check out 
www.newyorkhaitiproject.org

https://faithlife.com/smec-i/give?funds=48900
https://www.newyorkhaitiproject.org
https://
https://faithlife.com/smec-i/give?funds=48900
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Church School video lesson

 With the vibrancy of the Church School and Nursery growing, 
we have seen an increase in pre-school age children in the nursery.  
This growth has allowed us to now be able to offer a full program for 
our older preschoolers called Pre-Church School which will kick off 
on April 16! 
 Who does this apply to?  All children who are potty trained and 
between the ages of 3 – 6 (not yet in Kindergarten). 
Where will my children go?  Drop off for the nursery will remain the 
same, for children 2 years and younger.  Pre-Church School children 
will be invited to be dropped off in the classroom a little further down 
the hallway, near the stairs. 
 What will my children be doing?  Using the curriculum called 
Frolic, children will learn Bible stories through hands on play and 
interactive story telling.  
There will still be free play 
time, but it will be a little 
more guided and structured 
and include a lesson and 
activity.  Learn more about 
Frolic here.  Also, once 
a month the Pre-Church 
School children will join the 
Church School children in 
the Children’s Chapel for a 
worship experience to get 
them acclimated to that space 
and structure as well for when 
it’s time for them to graduate into Church School. 
 Who will be leading this program?  I will be overseeing all 
three Children’s Ministry programs and doing all the lesson planning 
and supply gathering. For Pre-Church School, we are going to kick 
off with a staff leader in both the nursery and Pre-Church School 
spaces and an adult volunteer in each room, plus a youth helper to 
serve in whichever space needs them most each morning.  The goal 
is to transition to being fully volunteer led once we resume after 
summer break in September 2023.  (Paid staff will lead the nursery 
room and volunteers will lead the Pre-Church School.) 
 What will I be doing when I volunteer?  In the nursery, you’ll 
be playing with the littles: reading to them, singing to them, giving 
them love and care while they are with us.  Only paid staff will 
be expected to change diapers.  In Pre-Church School, you’ll be 
engaging the kids in more guided play (i.e.: instead of just having 
blocks out the children can build with, you might ask the children 

to build a specific structure that relates to the day’s Bible story), 
redirecting to more structured activities, having fun and building 
relationships with the children as a trusted adult in their lives.  Paid 
staff will be telling the 
story and leading the 
actual lessons for the 
time-being. 
 We are still in a 
planning period, and 
all of this is fluid as we 
live into what it will 
look like in actuality.  
But we wanted to share 
what’s happening and 
ask for you to come 
alongside us in the 
process in several 
ways:
 1. Be in prayer for this new and exciting program and the 
families that it will serve.
 2. We are looking for gently used, age-appropriate items 
for both spaces. 
(Storable baby toys 
and equipment for less 
mobile children; toys 
and board games more 
geared toward the older 
children, etc.) 
 3. Serve in the 
nursery or Pre-Church 
School rooms.  We 
have 8 Sundays to 
finish out this Church 
School year that we are 
looking for 2 adults to commit to for each week.  We hope you will 
commit to serving at least one of the 8 Sundays?  Sign up here! 
 In my previous role (Assistant Director of Children’s Ministries 
for 3-4-K) this age group was my specialty and very dear to my heart, 
so this new program is something I am really excited to be a part of 
launching.  We really hope that you are as well and look forward to 
lots of church family involvement!  If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out!
  Melissa Torres, Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Super Bowl Bake Sale
 The Super Bowl Bake Sale raised $661 for Your children! Great job 
Club 567! 

Coffee Hour
 At Coffee Hour, John Zahl described the pilgrimage “ In the Steps 
of Paul” to parishioners through slides.

Children’s Ministry: New Program Announcement! 

Church School discussion & activity



Men, Join Us during Lent
 The Men’s Breakfast will meet during Lent for every Saturday, 
Mar, 4, 11, 18, and 25,  from 7:30 a.m. until 8:45 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Room. The Men’s Breakfast is a group of St. Matthew’s men who 
meet for camaraderie and conversation.  Topics are usually centered 
on spiritual, religious, ethical, historical and empathetic topics.  All 
men of the parish are welcome to join the conversation.   Meetings are 
casual dress with coffee and a breakfast item served. Please e-mail Eric 
Parsons if you have any questions

BCC: Stravinsky & Beethoven, 
March 22 
 The Bedford Chamber Concert Series resumes with its first concert 
of the new year on March 22 at 8 p.m. in the Fellowship Room.  Artists 
Anthony Newman (piano), Renée Jolles (violin), Danielle Farina 
(viola), and Alexis Pia Gerlach (cello) will perform:
 • Stravinsky Suite Italienne from the ballet Pulcinella for violin   
  and piano
 • Beethoven Quartet for Piano and Strings in E-flat, Op. 16 
 • Beethoven Cello Sonata No. 3 in A, Op. 69
 The most popular of his works for violin and piano, Stravinsky’s 
sprightly Suite Italienne was written from a commission by Sergei 
Diaghilev based on his neoclassical ballet Pulcinella.  Originally, 
written for the Ballets Russes with a small 
orchestra in mind, it was later arranged into six 
movements for violin and piano.
 The Beethoven quartet started out as a 
quintet for piano and winds that was inspired 
by a piece (K. 452) written by Mozart 13 years 
earlier.  Beethoven’s work shares the same key, 
instrumentation, three-movement layout, and even 
the same approximate forms for each movement, 
including a grand introduction reminiscent of 
a Baroque French Overture.  Overall, the piece 
exemplifies the mature, classical style of the 
period.
 The cello sonata written ten years later falls solidly into 
Beethoven’s “Middle” period, written around the same time as his fifth 
symphony (1807-1808).  In contrast to his two earlier cello sonatas as 
well as the prevailing style of the time, the A major gives equal weight 
to both instruments, cello and piano.
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St. Mary’s Finalizes Spring Schedule 
 Our sister church in the woods, St. Mary’s, has finalized its 2023 
schedule, including three interesting services this Spring.
 The first, April 23 at 5:30 pm., focuses on ReSET Westchester Inc., 
an exciting new group which welcomes new refugees and ensures they 
have a safe home and are prepared to lead productive, independent lives 
in the New York area.  Well-known Bedford resident and ReSet board 
member Gary Cohn will give an overview of this important effort.
 Then on May 21, Pierce Klemmt, former Interim Rector at St. 
Matthew’s  and former Rector at Christ Episcopal Church, Alexandria, 
Virginia, will be the speaker.  Klemmt drew a strong following in our 
area and will be welcomed by many.
 St. Mary’s annual music service will be held on June 4 and feature 
Oren Fader, a  highly regarded classical and electric guitarist whose 
repertoire covers from Bach to Babbitt.  For the last 30 years, he has 
performed around the globe to critical acclaim, both as soloist and 
chamber musician.
 If you have never been there, you should make the trip to St. 
Mary’s: 197 Hickory Kingdom Road – it is a special place.

The Bedford Chamber Concert Series

 On behalf of Artistic Director Tony Newman and the 
Bedford Chamber Concert committee, we invite you to join us 
for another memorable evening on March 22 at 8 p.m. in the 
Fellowship. Tickets are $45 (student rate: $10) and available at 
bedfordchamberconcerts.org.

https://www.bedfordchamberconcerts.org


Celebrating Mardi Gras

Burning last
year’s palms for
Ash Wednesday.
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Preschool in March
 March at St. Matthew’s is busy – it is a month full of learning, 
exploring and joy.  The children are excited about applying the skills 
that have been learning the last six months.  In the Pre-Kindergarten 
if you come to visit, you are 
going to find that the children 
are not only learning to write 
and practice their letters through 
the program “Writing Without 
Tears,” but they are applying 
them to every play area in the 
room.  In the writing area you 
may find Freddy and Eliza 
writing everyone’s names and 
starting to put a beginning letter 
to their picture.  In the block 
corner, Arthur is probably 
taking the shapes and fitting 
them into intricate buildings by 
experimenting with different 
shapes to become new shapes.  
In the dramatic play corner, you 
might find Penny, Maddie and 
Miles taking care of the animals as part of the vet hospital.  Everything 
our Pre-Kindergarten teachers do have purpose – they put a lot of 
time working on developmentally appropriate practice and play-based 
learning.  To the child it feels joyful and there are so many “aha” 
moments.  To someone watching from the outside it feels joyful and 
just awesome.
  Leslie Thivierge, Director

Comings & Goings
New or returning parishioners:
 Mr. & Mrs. Jason & Julie Pollock  Mr. & Mrs. William Bongiorno
 211 Succabone Road 14 Canaan Circle
 Bedford, NY 10506 South Salem, NY 10590

In Memoriam
In sure and certain hope 
 William Eggleston – February 14, 2023



6

at the Bedford Playhouse 

 Join the Rev. John Zahl for a “Lenten Film Series: Faith in Film” 
on Sunday nights at 6 p.m., Feb. 26 – March 26, featuring an edifying 
and thought-provoking selection of special movies, exploring themes 
of conversion, humility, forgiveness, faith in the midst of suffering, 
and grace. Each film will be proceded by a brief introduction and 
will be followed by a short discussion afterwards. (To learn more 
about each film, click on the name of the film shown below.)  All are 
welcome, and please invite friends as we hope this first joint effort 
with the Bedford Playhouse enables us to do something like this 
annually. Tickets available from: https://bedfordplayhouse.org 

2/26
Europa ’51 (1952)
 Rosellini, Ingrid 
Bergman… Ingrid Bergman’s 
seminal break-out role in one 
of Rosellini’s greatest films.  
Europa tells the story of an 
aristocrat who, after losing a 
son, discovers a whole new 
world on the other side of 
tragedy.  A profound story of 
conversion in post-war Italy, 
and timeless cinematography of 
the highest order, prompting the 
question: Is it insane to become 
a person of faith?
 

  Rock Hudson, 
technicolor marvel… 
Another criterion approved 
selection, starring the 
inimitable Rock Hudson, 
famous for its technicolor 
photography.  Learn the 
secret to life from a spoiled 
ne’er-do-well.
 

 Mia Farrow stars alongside Joe 
Mantegna in this zany outlier from 
Woody Allen’s middle-period.  Farrow, 
an upper east side housewife, suffers 
from nagging and ambiguous health 
concerns, which prompts a visit to 
Dr. Yang in Chinatown.  That’s when 
things get crazy.  Don’t miss this 
delightful exploration into things which 
ultimately do and don’t matter in life.
 

 Denzel Washington, Gary Oldman, 
and Mila Kunis star in this post-
apocalyptic tale about the power of 
Scripture and the sustaining power of faith 
in a parched land.  Includes one’s favorite 
quote re: the Bible – “It’s not a book; it’s a 
weapon!”  Huh?  Come and see to find out 
more.  Think Mad Max meets Christianity. 
 

3/26
 

 From the great director, William 
Wyler, of Ben Hur fame.  This movie 
won 7 (!!!) Academy Awards in 1946, 
including best film, best director, and 
best actor…  The touching tale of three 
servicemen who return home from war 
(one of them without arms), as they 
struggle to reassimilate into their old 
lives in the aftermath of devastating 
war experience.  A movie full of heart, 
healing, and grace to the umpteenth 
degree.  Let’s hear it for Wilma, and all of 
the amazing women in our lives! 

St. Matthew’s Church’s

“Faith in Film” 

PAST
PAST

  
3/12
Alice (1990)

3/19
The Book of Eli 
(2010)

      

3/5
Magnificent 
Obsession (1954)       The Best Years of Our Lives 

(1946)

https://
https://bedfordplayhouse.org/faith-in-film-magnificent-obsession/
https://bedfordplayhouse.org/faith-in-film-alice/
https://bedfordplayhouse.org/faith-in-film-the-book-of-eli/
https://bedfordplayhouse.org/faith-in-film-the-best-years-of-our-lives/

