
May 2019To know Christ and to make Him known

A Thought from the Rector
Rejoice with those who rejoice, mourn with those who

mourn. (Romans 12:15)
It’s almost everything you need to know about effective

ministry and, more importantly, about the way that faith typically
informs the bulk of human relationships, all in a single verse:
“Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.”
Sounds easy enough. 

The only problem is that we almost always get it wrong.  We
(1) mourn with those who want to rejoice and (2) rejoice with
those who are in the midst of mourning.  For example: “That’s
great that you got a new job that you’re excited about ... but does
it have benefits?”  Or: “Don’t feel bad about the break-up; there
are plenty of other fish in the sea.”  The world abounds with such
instances.  It’s the difference between “helping” and just
listening. 

The 1956 film Friendly Persuasion illustrates this point
brilliantly.  As the teenage son of a Quaker family decides to take
up arms for the Union during the Civil War, his mother is eager
to dissuade him, citing the pacifism that is a defining
characteristic of their denomination.  But the boy will not listen.
So, mother turns to father and says: “You have to stop him from
going!”  Father replies: “I’m just his father; I’m not his
conscience.”  The movie goes on to affirm both the father’s
decision with regard to their son, and also the mother’s personal
adherence to a nonviolent expression of faith. 

But usually, like the mom in Friendly Persuasion, we don’t
really think that God can work without our getting involved (as a
third party) in a conversation meant for two.  After all, who likes
to be interrupted?  The same thing applies to the dialectic that
exists between God and the people who concern us, but with one
noteworthy difference: God actually won’t let you interrupt the
thing He’s doing in the life of your friend.  Try as you might.  Go
ahead, just try to change someone’s mind by taking issue with
their train of thought.  Surely, we’ve all experienced the
exasperating futility of trying to change people. 
And yet God can and does exactly that with great regularity.  

Amen.

Orientation for Newcomers
Sun., May 5 at 11:25 a.m. to noon 

in the Conference Room
After the 10 a.m. service, grab a cup of coffee and a

goodie from Coffee Hour and join the Clergy, Vestry
members and other newcomers to learn more about St.
Matthew’s and to ask questions you may have.

St. Matthew’s to Build a House with
Habitat Newburgh

On Sun., April 7, Matthew Arbolino, Executive Director of Habitat
Newburgh, visited St. Matthew’s and together with John Z and Rik
announced that St. Matthew’s has committed to building/restoring a
house with Habitat Newburgh – and the project should start this June.  As
a parish, we will be invited to participate in the “build and renovate,” and
particular thanks has to be given to five lay leaders who have very much
championed this worthy cause: Bonnie Tisi, Roger Vincent, Chris
Robinson, Mary Farley and Lindsay Keller.

Please do note there are still a couple of open slots for our Habitat
Newburgh work days on June 11, 12, 27 and 28.  Please contact Rik if
you’re interested in helping out.

Save the Date: 
Confirmation Sunday, May 19!

Come join in the festivities
on the morning of Sun., May 19,
as Bishop Shin, Bishop
Suffragan of the Diocese of
New York, visits St. Matthew’s to
confirm nine of our eighth-graders.
It will be a joy-filled and wonderful
celebration of the shared faith life we
hold together.

A Habitat briefing during Coffee Hour



Children’s Ministry Update
April just flew past – time flies when you are having fun and

the children certainly did!  After the older children had enjoyed
making the palm crosses, the Church School had a great time
being part of the Palm Sunday procession into church and
distributing crosses to the congregation after the service. 

The Holy Saturday Family Service was a joyous event, with
music and the traditional rolling of the stone!  Huge thanks and
congratulations to Connie  Combes, assisted by her daughter
deRaismes, for our magical Easter Egg Hunt – this was Connie’s
35th year running the event.  Your amazing dedication and
beautiful egg painting skills inspire us.  We are totaling up the
money raised from the Egg Hunt and the children's Mite Boxes to
contribute to the vital work of the Hour Children charity to benefit
children whose mothers are incarcerated at the Bedford
Correctional Facility.

Looking ahead to the last six weeks of Church School (for this
academic year!), the children will be learning about Jesus’
instruction to His disciples to “go out to all the nations” and how
they set about baptizing and preaching the Good News in Jesus’
name.  We will then hear about Jesus’ promise of the gift of the
Holy Spirit before His ascension in to Heaven and the fulfillment
of that promise on the day of Pentecost.  Time permitting, we will
also be taking a step back to look at the Book of Common Prayer
and think about its significance in our Episcopal worship. 

May 12 is Mother's Day and we will have the traditional
Flowering of the Cross and a Mother's Day food drive in
association with the Mount Kisco Interfaith Food Pantry.  You are
invited to bring your donations of boxes of pasta and cans of black
beans to the parish house and place them in the large box outside
the Children's Ministry office.  Thank you in advance for your
generosity.

Finally, even though we are on the other side of Easter, please
do continue with those fabulous Lenten devotions that I have been
hearing about, like the family Bible reading time, listening to
worship music and saving those pennies to give to others less
fortunate.  What a joy if they just became a regular part of your
family life.

Blessings, Tara Deeks
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Bedford Chamber Concert Grand
Finale, May 15

The last concert of the
2018-19 Bedford Chamber
Concert season will be on
May 15 at 8 p.m.  It will
feature Bach’s
Magnificat, his glorious
choral setting of the
hymn of the
Annunciation.

The Magnificat text is
taken directly from the
Gospel of Luke, where it is
spoken by Mary upon the
occasion of her Visitation to her cousin
Elizabeth.  In the narrative, after Mary greets Elizabeth, Elizabeth
praises Mary for her faith, and Mary responds with what is now
known as the Magnificat.  The Magnificat will be performed by the
Bedford Chamber Ensemble together with professional singers
performing vocal solos and choral sections.  With such forces
assembled under our own Tony Newman, this promises to be a most
splendid performance.

The final concert will also include Pachelbel’s Canon and Gigue
for Three Violins and Continuo, Camille Saint-Saëns’s Septet for
Trumpet, Piano and Strings and Fanfare, a new piece by Tony
Newman.  Pachelbel’s Canon became immensely popular in the
second half of the twentieth century and is widely performed.  The
Saint-Saëns Septet is a brilliant and spritely piece.  If you don’t know
it, you probably will leave the concert having added it to your
personal list of favorite compositions.  Tony’s Fanfare is in the style
of a modern French overture, with contrapuntal features reminiscent
of Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto No. 6 .

The concerts are presented in the Fellowship Room.  This final
concert generally is a sell-out so do not delay.  Tickets may be
purchased online at www.bedfordchamberconcerts.org or reserved at
(914) 522-5150.  Sumptuous refreshments are provided during the
intermission.

Thank You Connie

It was Connie Combes 35th year
and it was a spectacular Easter
Egg Hunt.
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One hundred and twenty parishioners
gathered together on April 12 to welcome
springtime and support St. Matthew’s
Church at our very first Daffodils & Dancing
event.  This fun and festive party was a
resounding success, with fundraising goals
surpassed and friendship celebrated. 

John and Deirdre kicked off the evening
with a delightful cocktail party, hosting
possibly the largest number of guests the
Rectory has ever seen!  The Fellowship
Room looked beautiful all dressed up for dinner, bathed in
candlelight and adorned with potted daffodils
on flax linen tables.  John’s Balearic
dinnertime tunes added to the lively mood of
the evening.

After dinner was served, Cutler Whitman
led us in a masterful, hilarious and very
successful fundraising effort.  All auction
items sold - some even twice, such as “two
hundred daffodils planted at your home.”
There was a round of golf at Sankaty Head
and a couples’ weekend at a chic beach house,
both in Nantucket.  A week at a castle in
England caused a flurry of lively bidding, but

perhaps most sought after was
a reserved front row pew at
our Christmas Eve service.
This crowd-pleasing item was
so popular that Cutler sold it
for both the 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.
services.  Then, in a
humorous twist, he auctioned
off the very back row pew as
well.  Fundraising concluded

with a brief yet gainful “Raise the Paddle.”  Overall, it was
extremely evident that the spirit and great generosity of the St.
Matthew’s parish is alive and well.    

But wait!  The evening didn't stop there.  The icing on the
cake was hearing the lively and extremely danceable music of
Mark Weigel’s amazing DogHouse.  Everyone's favorite band did
not disappoint and the late-night crowd boogied the night away. 

Daffodils & Dancing could not have been possible without the

efforts of many.  Thank you to John, Deirdre, Mark and the band,
Cutler and Libby for carrying the entire evening.  To our generous
auction donors, Page and Arthur Gosnell, Patty and Skip
Carpenter, Win Ghriskey, and Sarah
Kowitz, thank you!  Thank you to
our table captains and to all
parishioners who purchased an
auction item, raised their paddle, or
both!  Thank you to the Festivities
& Fundraising committee: Holly
Brown, Adelma Gillespie, Kathy
Abbott, Suzanne Bowers, Page

Vincent Gosnell,
Leigh Garten,
Verna Young,
Brian and
Shannon McKenna, and Ed Gulbenkian.  Also,
thank you to June Blanc and Mary Farley for
help with the website and payment system, and
to Sam Godoi for his tireless work setting up
and breaking down the Fellowship Room.
Thank you to
Kelly Napolitano
for her
helpfulness,

problem solving and wise council
that keeps our church functioning
smoothly every day. 

The money raised from Daffodils
& Dancing will help support the
church operating budget, including

salaries and
benefits for our wonderful clergy who
inspire us and the staff who keep St.
Matthew’s so beautiful and well-
organized.  The April 12 event provided a
lovely opportunity to raise our own funds,
under our own roof, for our own church.
We have such a beautiful space and it was
so meaningful to put it to good use for
such an important purpose.  Thank you
and happy springtime everyone!  

Meredith Pakman

Daffodils & Dancing Rings in Spring!

Women of St. Matthew’s Annual
Luncheon, May 23

On Thurs., May 23, Women of St. Matthew’s will have their
annual luncheon, and all women of the parish are invited to attend.
Our speaker will be parishioner Pat Thompson.  Pat will give a
talk on “Women Through the Ages,” a series of fascinating
vignettes on famous women throughout history.  

The luncheon will begin at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship
Room.  You may RSVP to Jenny Convery at (914) 234-0280, or
convery.jenny@gmail.com.

Please come and see your friends and make new ones; enjoy a
delicious lunch, and hear a fun and informative talk!  This is also
a great opportunity to find out more about Women of St.
Matthew’s.  All women of the parish are automatically members.
We have lots of opportunities for involvement for a variety of
interests.

Palm Sunday



Capital Campaign
Refund/Reallocation

The St. Matthew’s Church restoration project was completed on
time and under budget.  After reserving for a few remaining punch
list items, only 83% of the funds raised were spent on the project.
Accordingly, the Rector and Vestry have determined that each
parishioner who contributed to the capital campaign will be refunded
17% of their contribution, or alternatively the parishioner can have
the Church reallocate such amount to either the Property Reserve or
the Outreach Commission.  Contributors to the capital campaign
should have already received letters regarding the
refund/reallocation.  Please respond to the church office as promptly
as possible; if you do not respond by May 10, the Vestry will
reallocate the amount related to your contribution to the Property
Reserve or the Outreach Commission as it determines appropriate.
Your support of St. Matthew’s for this restoration project is greatly
appreciated and has assured that our beautiful 210-year old church
building is in its best condition ever.  

Funds reallocated to the Outreach Commission will be used to
support the building of a Habitat for Humanity house in Newburgh,
New York.

Clearing the
Trails

Ian MacLean, his
older son Lachlan, and
Roger Vincent did trail
work on Palm Sunday.
They cleared the
remaining trees blocking
the Upper Loop trail and
added many new trail
markers.  The prior
weekend Ian removed
two trees from the
Lower Loop and
Extension trails.  Everyone may now enjoy a clear walk on both
loops in the Ketchum Sanctuary as well as the Glebe Trail.  It is all
especially beautiful and peaceful this time of year. 

Prayer Workshop with Brother
Josep Martinez-Cubero

“What is prayer; what are you doing when you pray?” After a
brief introduction and description of daily life at the Holy Cross
Monastery, that is the topic question Brother Josep Martinez-Cubero
posed to the half dozen middle and high schoolers and three adults
who attended the engaging and fun 90-minute prayer workshop on
Sunday afternoon, April 7.  The middle and high schoolers’ initial
responses included, “thinking about God”; “giving part of yourself
over to God”; “thanking God for what you have”; and “asking God
for something good to happen.”

After commending the children on their answers, Brother Josep
led the youth through a brief discussion around “What is God?” and
then challenged them to a treasure hunt.  He had hidden 35 slips of
paper in the pews of the Sanctuary, the Vestry Room and the kitchen,
each with a short excerpt about God from the Book of Psalms.  For
example, “God will send forth his steadfast love and his
faithfulness.”  When a team found a slip of paper, the teammates
then had to search for and hopefully find the excerpt in the Book of
Psalms – it’s a long book.

Lively discussion ensued as the middle and high schoolers
explored the meanings of the descriptive phrases they found and
added, “God is a refuge and a dwelling place,” “God can seem far
away,” “God is strong,” “God is a protector, a savior and a light,”
“God is faithful and loving,” and “God is the best” to the list of
initial answers to the question, “What is God?”  Brother Josep then
explained how the descriptions of God are important to two of the
great lessons we can learn from the psalmist: it is important that we
give all of our emotions to God and let Him deal with them; and
each of us can have an honest relationship with God through prayer.
He then touched on the importance of practicing prayer to get better
at it and led the children in a mindfulness exercise to give them a
way to attain quiet focus.

Brother Josep wound up the fascinating and fulfilling 90-minute
prayer workshop with a discussion of the forms of prayer, what they
mean to the children and the importance of making time for prayer
frequently.  Finally, he gave the youth “a doable suggestion list of
three things” to put into practice:

1. Make a list daily of five specific things you are
grateful for;

2. Make time each day for quiet listening,
contemplation or meditation, including just sitting
still or going for a walk in nature;

3. Read the Book of Psalms.

Save The Date – Parish Picnic
Mark your calendar for our great Parish Picnic on Sun.,

June 9 at 6 p.m.  Great fellowship and super food… Not a party
to be missed!
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Thank you, Ian



Special Youth Group Event – May 5

St. Matthew’s Preschool
Spring is in the air at St. Matthew’s Preschool.  Our family

chapel services are held on Thursdays – all are welcome and invited
to attend.  The children look forward to seeing John Z every week
and his love for the children and families is overflowing.  The
children use their praying hands to pray, their angel voices to sing,
and love saying Amen!

St. Matthew’s Preschool had their annual “Easter Egg Hunt”
immediately following the Family Chapel Service on April 25.  In
preparation for the event, Easter eggs were being filled with treats
and children made bunny hats and baskets and practiced songs.  It
is wonderful to have such a great campus and so many places to
hide eggs.

Just like flowers growing at this time of the year, so is the
school’s enrollment.  All classes are filled except for the two day,
two-year-old class with only a few spaces still available.  Every week
there are inquiries being responded to and tours being conducted.
Most everyone who tours the school submits a registration form.  I
am so grateful for the support of John Z., Suzanne Bowers and the
Church Vestry, and the St. Matthew’s Preschool Board of Directors
for their support for this special school.

The St. Matthew’s Preschool spring fundraiser was held on Sat.,
April 6.  A wonderful, fun evening was had by all who attended.  A
short film produced by Michelle St. John, “60 Minutes” director and
producer, was shown for the first screening at the Bedford Theater,
Clive Davis Playhouse.  The film is titled, “Happy at St. Matthew’s
Preschool.”  What a wonderful film, representing the joy and
happiness experienced daily at the school. 

Susan deBrigard, Director 

Seculosity Author Coming This Fall 
 David Zahl (John’s brother), will 

visit St. Matthew's this Fall to  speak 
about his new book Seculosity: How 
Career, Parenting, Technology, Food, 
Politics, and Romance Became Our 
New Religion and What To Do About It.  

An excerpt: “…the marketplace in
replacement religion is booming.  We
may be sleeping in on Sunday, but
we’ve never been more pious.
Religious observance hasn’t faded
apace secularization so much as
migrated – and we’ve got the anxiety
to prove it.  We’re seldom not in
church.”

Seculosity (available from Amazon) is endorsed by Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry, David Ignatius (of the Washington Post),
and Fleming Rutledge on the back cover, received a rave review
this week from The Guardian, and is currently at the top of
Amazon’s “Christian Books: Social Issues” bestseller chart.  All
are welcome to attend what is bound to be a fascinating talk and
book signing.  
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Once again, our fantastic Flower
Committee outdid themselves at Easter.

John with Bishop Curry

Easter Was A’Bloom



6

Third Sunday of Easter, May 5
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Altar Guild: Ms. Morella and Mrs. Reeder
Ushers: Mr. & Mrs. Reeder
Lay Reader: Mr. Kim
Lector: Mr. Bolen

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I and Church School
Altar Guild: Mesdames Borner and Brenner
Ushers: Messrs. Mockridge, Moore, Robinson and Swift
Lay Reader: Mr. Brown
Lector: Mrs. Finn

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Borner

Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 12
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

Altar Guild: Mesdames MacDonald and Reed
Ushers: Messrs. MacDonald and Reed
Lay Reader: Mrs. Reeder
Lector: Mrs. Tilt

10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer and Flowering of the Cross
Ushers: Messrs. Akinla, Belknap, Borner and Brown, Jr.
Lay Reader: Mrs. Thompson
Lector: Elizabeth Deeks

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Meyer

Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 19
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Altar Guild: Mesdames Fagan and Tilt
Ushers: Messrs. Boe and Joyce
Lay Reader: Ms. Getz
Lector: Mr. Freeman

10:00 a.m. Confirmation and Holy Eucharist, Rite II
Altar Guild: Mesdames Pinckney and Sturz
Ushers: Messrs. Burdick, de Menocal, Eshoo and Fooshee
Lay Reader: Mrs. Foster 
Lector: Elizabeth Deeks

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Sturz

Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 26
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

Altar Guild: Mesdames Meyer and Scott
Ushers: Mr. & Mrs. Fagan
Lay Reader: Ms. Getz

10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
Ushers: Messrs. Garten, Hancock, Hancock and Sturz
Lay Reader: Mrs. Thompson
Lector: Mr. Gale

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Talty

Seventh Sunday of Easter, June 2
*8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Altar Guild: Ms. Morella and Mrs. Reeder
Ushers: Messrs. Bolen and Foster
Lay Reader: Ms. Getz
Lector: Mrs. Tilt

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I and Church School
Altar Guild: Mesdames Borner and Brenner
Ushers: Messrs. Gaynor, Keller, Kim and LaMotte
Lay Reader: Mrs. Tisi
Lector: Mr. Firth

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Walker

St. Matthew’s Church
John A. Zahl, Rector

382 Cantitoe Street P.O. Box 293 
Bedford, N.Y. 10506

(914) 234-9636
www.stmatthewsbedford.org

Midweek Holy Eucharist and 
Bible Study on Wednesday at 
10 a.m. May Church Calendar 

Comings & Goings
New or Returning Parishioners

Charlie & Linda Hill
10 Longview Road

Croton-on-Hudson, New York 10520

Holy Matrimony
May they grow in love and peace with our Lord and one another

Georgia Gomez and Samuel Bristol – April 12, 2019

In Memoriam
In sure and certain hope 

Rink Reynders – March 24, 2019
Jonathan Thomas Trotta – April 6, 2019

St. Mary’s
St. Mary’s, our sister church

in the woods, will kick off its
season on May 19 with Father
Mark Connell, Executive
Director of the San Miguel
Academy in Newburgh.
Connell, who also serves as the
chief executive officer of the
Newburgh San Miguel Program,
is a recognized leader in
community organization and
development.  

Built by farmers over 150
years ago, St. Mary’s is located
at 197 Hickory Kingdom Road
in Bedford, at the intersection of East Middle Patent Road and
Hickory Kingdom Road, and if you have never been to a service
there, you should visit this year. It is a special place.

Flowering of the Cross - May 12
Bring beautiful blooms to

church on May 12 for the
wonderful Flowering of the
Cross tradition – on Mother’s
Day, too!  If you don’t have
anything to bring from your
garden, additional flowers are
provided by the Keller and
Vincent families.


