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A Thought from the Rector

		

When (Jesus) had said this, he spat on the ground and
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s
eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”. Then
he went and washed and came back able to see. (John 9: 6-7)
 	 Here we read about a man, born blind, whom Jesus
enabled to see. You can imagine the huge reorientation this
must have brought about in the life of its recipient. Indeed,
he couldn’t keep from telling the whole town about it, for his
entire experience of life had been (suddenly) altered for the
better. What joy, what grace!
Similarly, the Christian faith completely changes one’s
perspective. As C. S. Lewis put it, “I believe in Christianity
as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it,
but because by it I see everything else.” Faith causes us to
see new things.
 	 We see the ways that we can help others. We discover
the value of putting their needs ahead of our own. We
discover the value of humility, and that regret can lead us to
more deeply appreciate God’s forgiveness, which ultimately
leads to peace (2 Cor 7:10). We see that people, when they
act terribly, are no different from us, the victims of the
warring emotions that arise from within them. They, like us,
are sick, and in need of mercy. And with faith too, comes
hope. It looks into the unknowns of life, into the dark, and
anticipates an end that cannot be expected, but that is surely
trustworthy, and ultimately good.
 		
Jesus changes the way we see.
		
What is He showing you?

The Bishop is Coming!
Join St. Matthew’s in welcoming
Bishop Mary Glasspool on Sun. May
15 at the 10 a.m. service. She will be
preaching, presiding, and confirming 12
youth confirmands! The confirmands
have been meeting throughout the fall and
spring learning about God, the Church,
St. Matthew’s, and especially themselves
and what God is up to in their lives. Pray
for them–Addie, Amelia, Ben, Cliff,
Cora, Jack, James, Jamie, Sophia, Teddy
and Wilson–and join us for this special Sunday!
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Lest We Forget... Pro Patria
As we approach Memorial Day
on May 30 – a day for honoring our
military personnel who died while
serving in the United
States Armed Forces –
let’s turn our focus to the
Pro Patria (“For One’s
Country”) plaque that is
on the right front wall of
St. Matthew’s sanctuary.
During each Sunday
service, there is a lighted
vigil candle at its base.
St. Matthew’s has
many unique and very
special features. The Pro
Patria plaque is one of these features.
Conceived by the Rev. Arthur Ketchum
in 1943, during the height of World
War II, the plaque lists the names of
the 117 parishioners of St. Matthew’s
who served in World War II, and it
highlights with stars the names of the
nine parishioners who died in their
service to our country. The minutes of
the Dec. 11, 1943 Vestry meeting state
that Rev. Ketchum “reported the plan
for an honor roll to carry the names
of the members of the Parish doing
recognized war work….”
The nine names of St. Matthew’s
parishioners who died in World War II
are also included on the wood plaque
immediately to the right as you enter
the Parish Hall, which was completed
in 1946 and was dedicated as a
memorial to our parishioners who died
in World War II and in honor of all
who served.
The exact date of the Pro Patria
plaque’s installation is not known
(we are still researching), but it was
likely installed in 1944. The Pro
Patria plaque was designed by Mott
B. Schmidt, a prominent architect and
St. Matthew’s parishioner, who also
designed the plaque on the left front
Church wall in honor of Rev. Ketchum

and who was the proponent for the
expansion of the Church in 1965.
One of the traditions at St.
Matthew’s that has
accompanied the Pro
Patria plaque has been the
singing of the fourth verse
of Hymn 717 (America)
following the Doxology in
Morning Prayer services.
The tradition has been
for the congregation to
stand and face the Pro
Patria plaque and/or the
American flag as they sing
verse four of this hymn:
Our fathers’ God, to thee,
author of liberty,
to thee we sing;
long may our land be bright
with freedom’s holy light;
protect us by thy might,
great God, our King.
This tradition at St. Matthew’s
has lasted for many generations and
continues with the singing of this
verse of Hymn 717 at one Morning
Prayer service each month. While
few Episcopal parishes have Morning
Prayer services, we are aware of some
Episcopal parishes that also have the
tradition of singing this verse following
the Doxology.
Before the expansion of the Church
in 1965, the Pro Patria plaque was
on the north side of the American
flag; after the expansion, it is on the
south side of the flag. It is noted that
under “U.S. flag display etiquette” the
U.S. flag should be on the left side
of the Church as the congregation
faces the front of the Church and the
Episcopalian flag should be on the right
side. With the Pro Patria plaque being
on the right side of our Church, this
likely explains the positioning of the
flags at St. Matthew’s.

John Stockbridge and John Walker

Bedford Chamber Concerts Season
Finale: Brahms and Saint-Saëns

On May 18, the final concert of the season for the Bedford
Chamber Concert Series will showcase contrasting works by
two giants of the 19th century with strongly opposing styles and
temperaments. Series director Anthony Newman, violinist Renée
Jolles, and cellist Alexis Pia Gerlach will perform:
• Third Violin Sonata in D Minor, Op.108, by Johannes Brahms
• Trio in F, Op. 18, by Charles-Camille Saint-Saëns
Brahms (1833-1897) tends to be considered a “serious” composer
who never wrote an opera and adhered to the established genres of
orchestral and chamber music. By the time he completed his third
violin sonata in the summer of 1888, Brahms had already composed
all of his symphonies and concerti, as well as most of his chamber
music.
Each of the four movements in this violin sonata displays a
different facet of Brahms’ style. The first reveals his darker, turbulent
side, while the following adagio evokes a calmer, lyrical side. We
know this sonata gave
Brahms some trouble
because, after working
on it for two years,
he sent it to his close
friend and “reviewer,”
Clara Schumann, while
expressing his doubts.
Unlike the Brahms
sonata that was written
later in his life, the SaintSaëns trio was created
when the young French
composer was just 28 years old in 1863. Saint-Saëns (1835-1921)
demonstrates his sparkling melodic gifts and penchant for lighthearted textures, as well as his humor and sophistication. The most
serious of the four movements is the andante, with its main theme of
a ghostly march, along with melodies that could only be described as
heart-rending.
Brahms and Saint-Saëns had different music, but also very
different lives. A native of Hamburg, Brahms limited his travels
to continental Europe, preferring summers near Lake Thun in
Switzerland later in life. By contrast, Saint-Saëns preferred to
vacation in North Africa, and traveled as far as Saigon and even San
Francisco.
On behalf of Artistic Director Tony Newman and the Bedford
Chamber Concerts committee, we invite you to join us for a very
special evening of Brahms and Saint-Saëns on May 18 at 8 p.m. in the
Fellowship Room. Tickets are $45 per person and may be purchased
online or at the door.

DON’T MISS –Mother’s Day
and Flowering of the Cross, May
8. Bring some flowers from your
garden to decorate our beautiful
Cross at the 10 a.m. service.

Mark Your Calendars

Our Annual Church Picnic will be held June 13 – details will
be announced soon – but save the date – it is always fun and a great
chance to meet your fellow parishioners.
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Church School Observes Holy Week

Happy Easter! Huge
thanks to the Santomero
family for providing such a
wonderful Easter Egg Hunt
that blessed so many of our
Church School children.
That was the culmination
of a wonderful experience
for our children throughout
Holy Week.
On Palm Sunday, the
children returned their
Lenten mite boxes (donations
going to Hour Children) and made
Palm Crosses to reflect on Jesus’
“triumphal entry” into Jerusalem.
Then, on Maundy Thursday, many
children enjoyed our brand new
Children’s Holy Week service
led by John and Drew. They
pondered Jesus’ Body and Blood
in the Last Supper, stripped the
altar in the Children’s Chapel,
and gave their burdens to Jesus on
the Cross. It was a powerful and
meaningful service for all ages.
And of course, to top it all off, the
9 a.m. Easter service was PACKED
with young kids–over 100! John
and Drew helped the children think about the Resurrection as God’s
ultimate surprise. (A surprise much better than a huge egg filled with
vegetables!). The Lord is risen and the Church School is rolling!
(Just like that giant stone.)

Happy Spring from St. Matthew’s
Preschool!
We are so happy that the days
are getting warmer. We are spending
a lot of time outside exploring
our beautiful grounds. Our PreKindergarten classes have been going on
hikes on the trails behind the church. The
3’s are also hiking and learning about
nature. The 2’s have taken a walk down
to the Chapel-in-the-Woods. Hikes are
adventures. The children gleefully exclaim
when they see worms, watch
and hear the birds and look for
animal tracks. We are spending
more time on the playground and
the children love to “cook” up a
scrumptious mud pie. They get
muddy and dirty and they love it!
We also are starting to get together
more with our families at school.
In April, the whole school came
together with their families for our
first family chapel in two years.
It was a joyous celebration (view
video here). We are eager to meet
again on May 26 at the Chapel-inthe-Woods!

Palm Sunday

A Glorious Holy Week

The congregation met in front of the
Parish House and processed through the
churchyard, waving their palms.

Maundy Thursday
In a wonderful new service in the
Children’s Chapel, some of our younger
parishioners learned about Maundy
Thursday and helped Strip the Altar.
Then, after the traditional supper in the
Fellowship Room, the solemn Maundy
Thursday service was held, with Don
Gale’s dramatic reading of Psalm 22.
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A Holy Hike
A large group gathered
for a special Hike on Holy
Saturday led by Drew to the
Glebe peak.

Easter
A lovely display of lilies around the altar
and colorful window arrangements set the tone
for our celebration, also captured beautifully by
our spectacular choir.

Family Service
At the 9 a.m. service on Easter, our
youngest parishioners gathered around
the altar rail to hear John and Drew tell
the Easter story and even see them roll the
stone!

A Very Special Thanks
Easter Egg Hunt
On a glorious Easter Sunday, the St.
Matthew’s Easter Egg Hunt was back in full force
with lots and lots of happy, excited children.

The Santomero family did a spectacular job of organizing the
Easter Egg Hunt, getting all the eggs stuffed (including M&M’s with
the church on them and Oreos with ten-winged dove). It was an
unbelievable amount of loving work — and so appreciated!
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Daffodils & Dancing Rings in Spring!

Welcome Newcomers!
Meg and Sam Booth joined St.
Matthew’s in fall 2021 and live in
Chappaqua. As new transplants to northern
Westchester, they both breathed a sigh of
relief when they discovered the warmth of
St. Matthew’s. St. Matthew’s immediately
reminded Meg and Sam of the Episcopal
churches they grew up attending in
Richmond, VA and MA, respectively. Sam
works in real estate while Meg works at the
Harvey School in Katonah. The Boothlings,
Libby (9), Alice (7) and Paul (3), keep them
busy and exploring the outdoors as much as
their schedules and the weather allow.
Isabel and Christopher Murphy joined
St. Matthew’s last summer after relocating
to Bedford from Manhattan. They arrived
with their three sons, Max, Augie and Clyde,
who are eight, six and three years old,
respectively. In June, the Murphys were
informed by Clyde’s British Godparents that
there would be a quick trip to New York.
After a long, pandemic-induced separation,
perhaps Clyde could finally be baptized?
John Zahl quickly scheduled the sacrament
within a week—and in the Glebe brook no
less! It was one of the most beautiful days
of their family’s life and the Murphys knew they had found the perfect
spiritual home in St. Matthew’s.

Maintaining Our Trails
In April, a tree fell on the
stockade fence protecting a sharp
drop-off down to the river. Hardworking Ian MacLean cleared the tree
and rebuilt the fence, without fanfare.
Thank you, Ian. (See before and after
pictures.)
The Woodlands Commission hopes
you take the opportunity for a walk in
The Glebe or Ketchum Sanctuary to
watch our forest come back to life this
spring. If you are interested in helping
with trail maintenance, contact Ian
MacLean.

Before:
After

After two years of postponement, over
one hundred parishioners gathered together
on April 1 to welcome springtime, support St.
Matthew’s Church, and celebrate the return
of Daffodils & Dancing! This fun and festive
event was, once again, a resounding success
– and it was so wonderful to have a party in
person after such a long time apart.
We started with a delightfully crowded
cocktail party in the Rectory before
proceeding to dinner. The Fellowship Room
looked beautiful all dressed up for dinner,
bathed in candlelight and adorned with
potted daffodils on flax linen tables. John’s
dinnertime tunes added to the lively mood
of the evening. After dinner was served, Cutler Whitman led us in a
masterful, hilarious and very successful fundraising effort.   
Daffodils & Dancing
could not have been
possible without the
efforts of so many. Many
thanks to those who
hosted and entertained
us, John Zahl and Culter
Whitman; our generous
auction donors: the
Walker family, the Tisi family, the Bogert family the Firth family,
the Lanier family, the McGinnis and Crowell families, NorthEast
Properties, Win Ghriskey and NewYork Landscape Lighting; our party
committee: Holly Brown, Whitney Brown, Beth Crowell, Healther
Frelinghuysen, Dorothy
Lanier, Courtney McGinnis,
Payson Murray, Allison Ryan.
And Libby Whitman; to our
amazing staff working behind
the scenes: Sam Godoi and
Kelly Napolitano; and to our
supporters who bought tickets,
auction items including the
Raise the Paddle. A special call
out to Meredith Pakman, our
chief organizer and cheerleader.

Comings & Goings

New or returning parishioners:

Mr. Jake & Mrs. Katie Grand
Mr. Brooks & Mrs. Sara Hamblett
424 Hawley Road
20 Captain Theale Road
North Salem, NY 10560
Bedford, NY 10506
Mr. Brian & Mrs. Michele Pellegrini
Mr. David & Mrs. Sara Price
208 Harris Road
189 Beaver Dam Road
Apt. FA3 Bedford Hills, NY 10507
Katonah, NY 10536
Mr. Schuyler & Mrs. Tyler Perry
60 David’s Hill Road
Bedford Hills, NY 10507

Holy Baptism

Received into Christ’s Holy Church

Belden Crawford Phillip – April 16, 2022
Caroline Windermere Courtright - April 24, 2022

In Memoriam

In sure and certain hope

Taitsie Curley – March 23, 2022
Edith Kunhardt – March 28, 2022
Kate Johnson – April 1, 2022
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