November

A Thought from the Rector
This week you will be receiving St. Matthew’s annual
stewardship letter. What is different about this year’s letter
is that, rather than appealing to you upon theological grounds
(e.g., “The Lord loves a cheerful giver…”), we have tried to
clearly spell out two major concerns which you may not be
aware.
We currently are witnessing these two disconcerting trends
in the life of our otherwise healthy and vibrant parish.
First, we have seen a steady decline over the past four
years in the number of pledging families. In 2018, 232 families
pledged. In 2019, we received 212 pledges. In 2020, it went
down again to 201 families, and last year we received only 193
pledges (30 of them being first-time pledges), even with our
membership numbers having increased.
The second and related issue is that the total amount
pledged has also seen a decline from $789,283 (2018)
$822,904 (2019)
$773,305 (2020)
$738,262 (2021).
Yet our financial needs have remained largely unchanged.
Please note that we run a very lean operation at St. Matthew’s,
and the clergy and staff have worked tirelessly to cut costs and
keep things afloat throughout the pandemic.
While the pandemic has contributed to these current strains
(as has the fact that some of our largest supporters have moved
away), notice too that these trends go back more than four
years. Perhaps the Vestry and I have not been clear enough
with the congregation about these matters. I have hoped and
prayed that this situation would simply reverse itself without
requiring us to have to be so explicit. But, here we are, and we
really do need your help.
It is my hope that all members of St. Matthew’s will
consider making at least some form of a pledge this year in
support of our ministry. Every single pledge matters, and the
importance of proclaiming and witnessing to “the Good News”
has only increased with the impact of Covid upon our lives.
God has blessed us in so many ways over the years at
St. Matthew’s. My prayer this year is that we will find fresh
expressions of that grace through the generosity and sincere
convictions of our parish along the lines I have highlighted
above.
Let me or any member of our Vestry know if you would
like to discuss these matters in further detail. Thanks so much,
as ever, for your faithfulness.
In gratitude and faith,

2021
Just as the Fall weather gets cold, St. Matthew’s is heating up!
November is going to be a busy, busy month for our parish, with
many activities and events – religious, educational and fun.

Confirmation!
The Bishop is Coming!
After an 18-month delay due to COVID, Bishop
Dietsche is finally able to come to St. Matthew’s on
Nov. 7! The Bishop will be confirming (or receiving
or reaffirming) 27 youth and adults at the 10 a.m.
service followed by a lovely Coffee Hour with him.
We look forward to celebrating two classes of confirmands, and some
excited adults, who have patiently waited to make a “mature public
affirmation of faith and receive the laying on of hands by a bishop”
(BCP p.412).

And the Process Goes ON

Commissioning the 2022 Confirmands

Alpha Continues
The great Alpha course continues
for three more weeks in November.
Join us on Thursday evenings at 6:30
p.m. as fellow parishioners explore
the practical basics of Christianity.
Alpha is designed to help deepen or
jumpstart your faith. The evenings
begin with supper, followed
by a talk, and then small group
discussions. If you haven’t attended
yet, just come to see what Alpha is
all about.

Thanksgiving at St. Matthew’s
While the turkey is roasting and the pumpkin pie baking,
come to a special Festival of Thanks service at
10 a.m. in the church. It is a perfect way to
celebrate together the spirit of the season and
give thanks to God for our many blessings
and that of family, community and country.

Thanksgiving Service at St. Mary’s
On Wed., Nov. 24, our sister church in the woods, St. Mary’s,
will hold its traditional Thanksgiving Eve service with our Rector
John Zahl preaching. This warm and wonderful service, held at
St. Mary’s for over 100 years, is filled with seasonal readings
and hymns. Put together the inspiring words of our Rector and
the location of this picturesque church, surrounded by woods and
rural roads, and you have a wonderful location for Thanksgiving
remembrances.

Many thanks to the 2022 Confirmation Class
and older youth group members for putting on
this year’s Haunted Hike!
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Beethoven in November
The second Bedford Chamber Concert of this
season will be presented on Nov. 10. It will be
an all-Beethoven event and will feature his cello
sonata, his violin concerto and his Archduke trio
for violin, cello and piano. The Beethoven works
in the November program are distinctly different.
The relatively early Cello Sonata No. 2 in G minor
(1796) demonstrates the composer’s mastery of classical form, as
well as his nascent efforts to expand it. For example, it starts the first
movement with an unusually long slow introduction. The dramatic
“Kreutzer” Violin Sonata No. 9 in A minor (1802-3) exemplifies
the stormy temperament typical of his minor-mode compositions of
his middle period. This piece played a critical role in the 1994 film,
“Immortal Beloved.” Finally, the Archduke Trio in B-flat, written
eight years later, was dedicated to a member of the imperial family
and reflects a less-conflicted, more enthusiastic side of the composer.
The cello soloist will be Alex Gerlach, whose
animated and energetic performance style is well
known to the Bedford Chamber Concert audience.
Renée Jolles, who for many years has captivated
us with her brilliance and finesse, will be our
violin soloist. We welcome her back for the violin
concerto and Archduke trio. And of course, no
concert would be complete without our own worldrenowned virtuoso Tony Newman as the pianist.
Tickets for the concert are available online at
bedfordchamberconcerts.org. Building on the
success of our first concert, we look forward to your joining us for our
second concert of the season.

Insulation Upgrades Completed
Can there be anything more boring to write about than attic
insulation? But the Environmental Committee is positively
delighted to report that the Parish House and the Rectory recently
received environmentally important insulation upgrades!
To reduce heat loss in winter and help occupied areas remain
cooler in summer, a thick layer of cellulose insulation was blown
into the Parish House attic and spray-on roof insulation was added
to the Rectory. The project also aimed to reduce the amount of
unconditioned air leaking in through crawl spaces and gaps in
walls. Dirt-floor crawl spaces in both buildings have now been
sealed with airtight membrane and spray-on foam. Small gaps in
exterior walls were closed with caulking.
The environmental consultant who recommended the work
estimated energy savings of more than 35%. Dollars saved should
pay off the investment in a few years and will continue to benefit
the church’s budget for years to come. Just as important, St.
Matthew’s will reduce its greenhouse gas emissions as less oil is
burned and less electricity is used for air conditioning! This in
turn will contribute to the goal of our New York Diocese to reduce
its total greenhouse gas emissions by 30% by 2030.
The work was a joint project of the Environmental Committee,
which handled the recommendation, and the Property Commission,
which recommended and supervised the contractor. The
contractor, a company called No Draft, deserves praise. While
attic projects in August are never fun, the crawl space work was
especially challenging. Some crawl spaces were only about a foot
high and obstructed with pipes. Our hats are off to all the workers!
Many thanks also to John and Daphne Zahl and to Kelly
Napolitano and Barbara Murphy who accommodated the workers
and their equipment!
Bill Fagan

Stewardship: St. Matthew’s and
Your Faith in 2022
You can sit in any pew you’d like at St. Matthew’s, but have
you ever felt like there’s an unofficial seating chart? We tend to be
creatures of habit at St. Matthew’s, so parishioners often sit in the
exact same pew each Sunday, sometimes for decades.
This practice may not be purely by accident. For most of the
19th century and into the early part of the 20th century, St. Matthew’s
operated under a financial model that was common in the day for
churches—pew rental. 29 of the 35 pews in the church were rented to
parishioners each Sunday. The remaining 6 pews were free. The closer
you sat to the altar, the more you paid. Parishioners paid rent twice a
year. The practice of pew rental, however, ended at St. Matthew’s in
1919.
The days of pew rental may be over at St. Matthew’s but the
need to fund the mission and ministry of your church is as real as
ever. Today we need our parishioners to pledge. It’s essential to St.
Matthew’s. Pledging is how we are able to construct a realistic and
achievable budget for the coming year. In fact, about 60% of the
church’s expenses are covered by parishioner pledging each year. In
a very real sense, you fund the ministry and mission of St. Matthew’s
from year to year.
Right now, pledging season is just starting, so we ask that you
consider the role of St. Matthew’s in your life and consider how you
will be part of this process. For 2022, we aim to come as close as
possible to 100% participation with a goal to raise $780K from at least
215 individuals and families.
These last two years have been particularly challenging for
everyone, but please consider how St. Matthew’s has been there for
you and others throughout it all. It may have been through services
online or in-person, calming walks through the glebe, or through one
of life’s most important ceremonies. The message of God’s grace is as
vital and essential as ever.
In the next couple weeks, you’ll be receiving a letter from the
Vestry in the mail that will be asking for your pledge for 2022. You
can return a pledge card through the mail or make your pledge online.
Should you have any questions about pledging or St. Matthew’s,
please reach out to any member of the Vestry or clergy.
The Stewardship Committee

A Glorious Joint Service
On Sun., Oct. 17, three churches – Antioch Baptist, St.
Matthew’s and St. Mary’s - held a joint service, a celebration of
our longtime union and friendship.
John Zahl with Antioch
Pastor Merle McJunkin
and Associate Minister
Karen Blacks

St. Mary’s Wardens Piers
MacDonald and Stacy Albanese
with Pastor McJunkin
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Church School

What Great Clergy We Have!

Hello Families! We are having a
great time in Church School this fall.
The 6th and 7th graders are reading
the lesson every Sunday and the rest
of the kids are excited to take turns
participating in the service as well.
Each week we are learning more
and more and having fun with our
activities. We recently planted seeds
and I’m hearing from parents that
some of the seeds are sprouting at
home!

Drew, leading Church
School Chapel, reflected
on baptism and used some
unusual props, asking
the kids if they had been
swimming this summer.
Maybe using a beach
ball or towel or floaties?
Well, Drew was making
the comparison to a
baby “going swimming”
in church... it’s called
BAPTISM!

Elizabeth Lindsey, Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Picking Apples in Preschool
St. Matthew’s Preschool would like
to say a special thank you to Mr. and Mrs.
John Walker for inviting the preschool
children and their teachers to visit the
“Walker Apple Orchard!” Every preschool
class walked to the orchard and picked
apples to bring back to school. We counted
apples, made apple prints and tasted apples
to see which was our favorite. What a
wonderful learning adventure right in Mr.
and Mrs. Walker’s backyard!

Feast of All Saints
On Nov. 7, St. Matthew’s will celebrate the Feast of All Saints
with Bishop Dietsche’s visitation. The St. Matthew’s tradition of the
children of the Church School leading the congregation in “Oh When
the Saints” will occur during Coffee Hour this year. Children will have
their regular Church School morning (Children’s Chapel at 10:00 a.m.
followed by classroom time) and then sing and wave their saints’ flags
at Coffee Hour following the service.

Susan deBrigard, Head of School

A PreSchool Halloween Parade

Church School Parents’ Meet and Greet, Sat, Nov. 20th, 4-5 p.m.
Fellowship Room, child care provided! This is a chance for you all to
get to know each other without having to keep an eye on your kids at
coffee hour. You’ll also hear a little bit from Elizabeth and me about
the overall goals and approach we have to Church School and family
ministry at St. Matthew’s. Apps and drinks for adults and a marathon
Holy Moly session with popcorn for your kids! —Drew
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Preview of December
Friday, Dec. 3
Sat.-Sun., Dec. 4-5
Sun., Dec. 5

Sun., Dec. 12

Sun., Dec. 19

Thurs., Dec. 23
Fri., Dec. 24

Sat., Dec. 25

Wreath Making in the Fellowship Room
9 a.m.
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Christmas Tree Sale (back field)
8 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10 a.m.
Lessons and Carols
11:15 a.m.
Christmas Brunch
8 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10 a.m.
Christmas Pageant
11:15 a.m.
Children’s Festive Coffee Hour
8 a.m.
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10 a.m.
Advent Holy Eucharist, Rite II
11:30 a.m.
Bedford Chamber Concerts:Festive Holiday Concert (in church)
3 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.
St. Mary’s Christmas Eve Service
4 p.m.
Christmas Eve Family Manger Service
6 p.m.
Outdoor Christmas Eve Service
9:30 p.m.
Pre-Service Concert
10 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service
10 a.m.
Christmas Day Service

Blessing our best friends!

We are collecting very specific items for the Midnight Run.
Due to Covid restrictions we are collecting new, still-packaged
clothing items, size L and XL including sweat shirts/hoodies (ideally
dark colors), and size M, winter gloves, hats scarves, thermal
underwear/long johns and or sweat pants, men’s underwear, long thick
socks, (ideally dark colors) as well as toiletries (travel size toothpaste,
deodorant, toothbrush). We are also collecting nylon shopping bags
(think Whole Foods/Fresh Direct) to create individual “go packs” to
be distributed to the homeless in NYC. Please help us continue to
support those in need. Confirmands and Youth are invited to actually
pack the go-packs on Sun., Nov. 21 after church.
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When Habitat for Humanity held its annual breakfast, the St.
Matthew’s crew, who work on houses in Newburgh on a regular basis,
was among those thanked for their hard work.

Fall Cleanup: Grounds and
Woodlands, Nov. 6

Comings & Goings

One of the glories of St. Matthew’s is its spectacular grounds.
Each year, in the fall, parishioners of all ages join together with
clippers, loppers, gloves and good cheer to help prepare our property
around the church and the glebe and woodlands for winter. We’ll
be working from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. – come for the whole time or
as long as you can. You’ll leave with a feeling of accomplishment,
havingstewarded our grounds, communed with nature, and enjoyed
the spirit of camaraderie.

New or returning parishioners:
Ms. Emily Bestler & Mr. John Glusman
30 Indian Hill Road
Bedford, NY 10506

Mrs. Unni Margaret Lindefjeld
4 Laurel Lane
Rumson, NJ 07760

Mr. Christopher & Mrs. Isabel Murphy
465 Cantitoe Street
Bedford, NY 10506

Mrs. Edith Tuckerman
326 Cantitoe Street
Bedford Hills, NY 10507

Holy Baptism
Received into Christ’s Holy Church
Brooks McDermott Weir – October 3, 2021
Graham Douglass Clarke – October 3, 2021
Annabelle Elizabeth MacDonald – October 3, 2021
Brooks Cameron McDonald – October 3, 2021
Riley Rose Seaman – October 10, 2021
Anna Juliette Milone – October 24, 2021

Operation Invasives…the long-term health of the Glebe is
dependent on plant diversity and invasive species management. This
summer 4.5 acres in the Glebe was (mostly) cleared of the most
pervasive and thuggish invasive species: Euonymus (burning bush)
Barberry, and wild rose. The project was implemented in conjunction
with a cost sharing grant from the Watershed Agricultural Council.
Our hope is the Glebe’s native plant species will now have opportunity
to spread and colonize. Monitoring the area and expanding our
operation invasives removal is an on-going project for the Woodlands
Commission.

Blessing of Costumes & A Scary
Coffee Hour
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