
October 2019To know Christ and to make Him known

A Thought from the Rector
Behold, I am making all things new. (Rev 21:5)

Are you familiar with this verse? It speaks to the ongoing
movement of grace in the midst of our daily lives.  While not
axiomatic, I’m generally a fan of the sentiment: God is found in
the new.  

And what does “new” refer to?  At St. Matthew’s it means
that things are not stagnant, but rather continuing to evolve and
deepen spiritually.  We are seeing this in all kinds of fresh ways
at the moment.  Welcome Back Sunday exuded an undeniable
sense of excitement.  180 people were in Church at 10 a.m. (up
15% from last year on Welcome Back Sunday).  Some of this is
the fruit of new leadership.  But it’s also a reminder that those
ancient words from the Lord are still just as true as the day they
were first written.  

In a related vein, Rev. Drew Courtright has joined our staff.
Drew brings with him fresh excitement and valuable experience.
I look forward to seeing what will spring forth from his ministry
among us as he focuses attention upon our “Young Families”
and “Outreach” efforts.  These are vital areas of emphasis, as we
seek to witness both to future generations and to the community
we live in.   I anticipate fresh vibrancy in our Church School
(much like what we have seen transpire in our Preschool over
the past year, which is full, by the way, and sees 17 new little
ones in our care), meaning more kids growing up in the
Christian faith in ways that trickle up throughout our entire
congregation.  

Just yesterday one of our senior members, who taught in our
Church School many years ago when her children were little,
told me she wants to volunteer again (after a 40-year hiatus) to
help form our youngest members in the faith.  PTL!  God is in
the new.

This does not mean that we intend to change the traditions
that make St. Matthew’s unique.  But we do plan to keep the
quality high and pray that God will continue to breathe fresh life
into our classic and time-tested approach as though we were
undertaking it for the first time.  If we stick to the basics – God’s
grace in Christ, the study of Scripture, tastefully understated
worship (as led by the Book of Common Prayer), loving our
neighbors, and praying together for the Spirit’s guidance – we
will certainly encounter fresh wind in our sails and plenty of
food for the journey.  

Lastly, the new may also apply to your own current
circumstances.  Perhaps you have a new child or grandchild.
Perhaps you have a new job or professional situation.  Maybe a
loved one has recently died, or a new diagnosis has reared its
head.  God is to be found and experienced in new ways in each
of those places too.  May we ever find comfort in trusting God
with the new, both at St. Matthew’s and especially in our lives.   

Grace & Peace,

What a gloriously active time to be a
parishioner at St. Matthew’s!    

Look at all the activities coming up over the next few months –
from our traditional Bedford Chamber Concert to a Midnight Run trip;
from an exciting fresh course being taught by Paul Zahl to the annual
Blessing of the Pets.

Our new Assistant Minister Drew Courtright is driving a variety
of programs, not only confirmation class, but more Youth Group
activities, making sure the Haunted Hike is spooky … and he has
even invited young families to a Potluck Supper at his house.

Make sure you sign up for the Footsteps of Paul Pilgrimage before
it sells out, and mark your calendar to hear Philip Kunhardt speak at
St. Mary’s.  You certainly don’t want to miss the Jamboree Concert,
the Men’s Breakfast or any of the other vibrant programs going on.

Clearly our parish is moving forward at an active pace – Jump In!

Newcomers’ Orientation
Fall Orientation for Newcomers to St. Matthew’s will take

place on Oct. 27, in the Conference Room in the Parish House
after the 10 a.m. service.  The meeting starts around 11:20 a.m.
and ends around noon.  It is a terrific opportunity to meet with
Clergy and Vestry, to learn more about St. Matthew’s, and to ask
questions.

And – mark your calendars:  The annual Newcomers’
Cocktail Party will take place on Sun., Nov. 3 from 6-8 p.m.  in
the Fellowship Room. Babysitting will be provided and
invitations will come in the mail.



How does the theology of grace shape a church?  In many
respects, St. Matthew’s exists as an answer to that single question. 

In keeping with Socrates’ famous dictum: “know thyself,” our
Sunday morning Adult Education offering this fall takes the form of
a very special, 4-week class. Starting Sunday morning
Oct. 6th and continuing through all the Sundays in
October (9 a.m. in the Vestry Room), the Very Rev. Dr.
Paul Zahl will lead a forum on “The Protestant Face of
Anglicanism.”  By way of introduction he writes:

Did you know that there are crucial pieces of our
heritage that make St. Matthew’s unique in the entire
Episcopal Diocese of New York? There was once a time
(up until the 1860s) when almost every Episcopal and
Anglican Church in the world had a central pulpit? But
today, St. Mathew’s central pulpit preserves the legacy of
the English Reformation in a way that stands alone in this
region of the country.  Moreover, and more recently, the
Prayer Book service of Morning Prayer (which we still use every
other Sunday at 10 a.m.) was the principle service on Sunday
mornings – except on the First Sunday of the Month – in roughly
90% of Episcopal parishes until the late 1970s.  Today, we are one of
a handful of parishes who still use it regularly on Sundays.  While
these facts may sound like they are only of “historical” importance,
our ancestors would have said differently.  

In fact, the continued expression of St. Matthew’s grace-centered
ministry is governed by a series of insights that are inextricably
linked to our identity as a church.  But what are those insights? 

In order to appreciate who we are, we have to look back to the
English Reformation.  There we discover a time when what it meant
to have grace at the core of the Church’s ministry stood out in high
relief against alternative emphases.  The impact of that time still
shapes and is felt in most everything we stand for at St. Matthew’s.

It shapes our worship, our fellowship, and our architecture.  And the
ripples of that influence are seen throughout the world in great works
of art, literature, and poetry.  

On Sun., Oct. 6, Dr. Zahl will lay out the main planks of the
English Reformation, its core emphases and insights,
including an un-mediated life with God; an anchoring of
everyday Christian life in the Bible; an emphasis upon
church as community and mutual strengthening, rather
than institutional presence per se.

Sun., Oct. 13 we will look at the history of the
American Episcopal Church, the revival that took place
after the American Revolution, and a selection of major
Protestant Episcopalians of the early 19th Century like
John Jay, Francis Scott Key, and Bishop Meade of
Virginia.

Sun., Oct. 20 we will consider the Protestant Face
of Anglicanism in English and American literature and

film, including the work of George Eliot (Mary Anne Evans),
Charles Dickens, Robert Penn Warren, William Wyler, Frank Capra,
and James Gould Cozzens – PZ’s favorite American novelist. 

Sun., Oct. 27 we will survey the Protestant Face of Anglicanism
in terms of architecture and the visual arts.  From Christopher Wren
to Hans Holbein to James Gibbs and Holman Hunt, we will explore
the deep links between our aesthetic sensibility at St. Matthew’s and
some of the world’s great art. 

For the record, JAZ, the Rector, will be assisting me in the
tech/audio-visual department, so we should be able to offer some
excellent eye-candy to round out the Words and Music (1948).  See
you then, see you there! All are welcome. Oh, and if you can only
come to one or two of the classes, that’s great. Each will be a self-
contained unit.

Paul Zahl

Adult Education in October:
The Protestant Face of Anglicanism, Then and Now

A Fabulous Harvest Festival
Our Harvest Festival was a spectacular way to step into the fall

and our new year..with a great turnout of parishioners and guests of all
ages......food tables filled to the brim... fun games for the kids... music,
but beyond everything, there was super fellowship and friendship
everywhere...  No question, it was a fantastic festival.
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http://www.stmatthewsbedford.org/footstepsofpaul

Volunteer Opportunities with Habitat
for Humanity

The St. Matthew’s mission work at
Habitat for Humanity in Newburgh,
NY (H4H) is now embarking upon an
exciting new phase.

After three years of solely
volunteer support, St. Matthew’s has
stepped up with a $50,000 contribution
in the H4H EpiscoBuild Program to
sponsor a house build for a family in
need.  The Vestry authorized funds for
this purpose through our church’s
Outreach Commission (i.e., not a
Bedell grant), so our church is now
committed to this vital human need with both our financial as well
as our hands-on support.  St. Matthew’s volunteers have already
begun working on “our” house.  The baseline sponsorship level of
$50,000 is far less than the full cost of a finished house.  H4H
raises the remainder from other funding sources.  For parishioners
who would like to make a direct contribution to this effort, your
check may be sent into and made payable to St. Matthew’s with
“Habitat Home” in the memo line.  

Relatedly, parishioner volunteers have also been working on
an H4H house sponsored by Bonnie Tisi, her family and friends in
memory of Bonnie’s son Johnny who died earlier this year.  To
donate to this effort, visit 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/a-habitat-for-johnny.

The work needed to complete both of these houses is expected
to accelerate later this fall as the houses become next in line in the
H4H queue – with completion expected next summer.
Consequently, there will be ample opportunity in the months
ahead for additional parishioner volunteers to join in this
rewarding work.  No experience is required.  

The anticipated workdays will be Fridays and Saturdays.  The
workday starts with a departure from St. Matthew’s promptly at
8 a.m., a 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. work block, luncheon at one of
Newburgh’s Hudson River restaurants and return to Church by 
3 p.m.  For each two-day schedule, it will be possible to volunteer
for just one of the days or for both.  Note: teenage volunteers
must be at least 16.

Drew Courtright has taken on oversight for this important
mission effort previously a noted initiative of Rik Pike’s.
Parishioners Mary Farley, Lindsay Keller, Bonnie Tisi, Chris
Robinson and Roger Vincent are assisting with the transition and
work scheduling.  The accompanying photograph shows the group
recently in front of Johnny’s House.

For more information, please contact any of the names above.
As soon as each set of work dates is scheduled with H4H, an
announcement will be posted in the weekly email blast and the
Sunday service bulletin.  

Footsteps of Paul
Have you gotten your tickets yet to travel with John and Paul

Zahl for the Footsteps of Paul Pilgrimage, March 2020?   There are
a few spots left but you should make your reservation now!  On this
unique opportunity, parishioners will be able to follow the footsteps
of St. Paul, the first great Christian missionary, treading where he
trod and worshiping where he once taught in Greece and Turkey.

John Zahl has been focusing on the epistles of Paul in his
weekly Wednesday Bible Study classes and is eager to serve as
chaplain and theologian on the trip.  His father, Paul Zahl, is a
former Episcopalian Rector and a New Testament scholar who has
been visiting Pauline sites for over 40 years.

The logistics of the trip are organized by Quest Travel Group, an
experienced agency that has been providing superior Christian
journeys to congregations nationwide for 43 years.  The dates of the
trip are Mar. 15-28, 2020.  The Quest Travel Brochure and
Registration Form have been uploaded HERE.  The cost of the trip
is $5,498 per person including overseas airfare on Turkish Airlines
or similar, or $4798 for land-only rate without overseas airfare.  The
price includes all hotels, meals, entrance fees, tips, guides and land
transportation for 14 days.  If you would like to reserve a place,
please print out the Registration Form from the website and send it
with a $500 deposit to Quest as soon as possible, space is going fast.

This journey will provide opportunities to foster fellowship with
other parishioners, deepen our understanding of our Christian roots
and connect with God in new and exciting ways.

Paul Zahl giving a briefing on the trip
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Confirmation Class Begins Oct. 6th 
During the 10 a.m. service on Sun., Oct. 6, St. Matthew’s 

will commission this year’s Eighth Grade Confirmation Class.
Throughout the year, the Confirmation Class will be exploring the
Christian faith, Episcopal tradition, and their place in the life of St.
Matthew’s as they prepare to make a mature declaration of faith and
receive the laying on of hands by a Bishop. Please keep this class in
your prayers all year and save the date for June 14 at 10 a.m. when
they will be preaching a joint sermon on their experience. 
All eighth graders are invited to join the class. And if you’re an 
adult who has not yet been confirmed and would like to prepare in
your own way to be confirmed in the spring, please reach out to
Rev. Drew. 
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Chamber Concert with
Carter Brey Oct. 16

The historic platinum 20th
anniversary of the Bedford Chamber
Concerts opens on Oct. 16 with a recital
worthy of that precious metal, an all-Bach
program featuring two stars in the
classical music sky.

Guest artist Carter Brey has been the
principal cellist of the New York Philharmonic since 1996.  In
addition to that exalted position he has achieved a notable solo
career with America’s leading symphonies and world-famous
chamber ensembles such as the Emerson and Tokyo string quartets. 

Tony Newman needs no introduction to patrons of the Bedford
Chamber Concerts.  Besides performing with and directing the series
since its inception he has realized an outstanding career as a concert
performer and recording artist.  Especially relevant to this evening’s
performance, he has been called “The High Priest of Bach” by
Wynton Marsalis. 

The two men will join in playing Bach’s three Sonatas for Cello
and Harpsichord.  These pieces were originally written for the viola
da gamba, a predecessor of the cello that has been replaced in
modern performances by the cello.  The musicologist Philipp Spitta
has described the third sonata as being “of the greatest beauty and
most striking originality.” 

Concertos in the Italian style played different groups of
instruments against each other.  Bach wrote his Italian Concerto
specifically for a two manual harpsichord so as to imitate this effect
by contrasting the forte and piano manuals.

The Oct. 16 concert is presented in the Fellowship Room.
Tickets may be purchased online at
www.bedfordchamberconcerts.org or reserved at (914) 522-5150.
As usual, intermission will feature a splendid assortment of
refreshing food and drink.

Blessing of the Pets, Oct. 1
We will celebrate St. Francis Day on Sun., Oct. 6 at 2 p.m. with

a special Blessing of the Pets.  Bring your dear companions, be they
furry, feathered or scaled, to this special service in the chapel-in-the-
woods.  A blessing will be administered by our clergy, followed by
treats for pets and people.  This year the Blessing of the Pets
donations given in memory of our beloved pets will benefit
Community Cats, a local pet-rescue organization in Bedford. 

Our Wonderful Jamboree Oct. 26
A lot can happen in a decade. You might go off to college, grad

school, get married, and start a family. Anything is possible. In other
words, those songsters who serenaded St. Matthew’s during our
Bicentennial celebrations are all grown up now. The same is true for
our beloved Jamboree. What was once a one-off picnic and concert
from college kids in the Northeast is now a tradition. And that
beloved tradition continues on Oct. 26 at 5 p.m. in the Fellowship
Room.  As always, the Yale Whiffenpoofs will be there. This now-
coed group will be one of two acapella groups that will have you
singing on your way home in the car. 

Save The Date – Tues. Nov. 12,
Episcopal Charities Dinner

This year’s Episcopal Charities Tribute
Dinner will be a very special evening as we
honor our Presiding Bishop and Secretary &
Mrs. Baker.

I am tremendously excited about having
Michael Curry and the Bakers together as
honorees. 

This will be an evening that will elevate
The Episcopal Church and its commitment to service to those
in need. More people need to hear Michael Curry’s powerful
message on the Jesus Movement and the Way of Love and to
hear the witness of great churchmen and public servants like
Secretary Baker.  Susan Baker has devoted decades fighting to
end homelessness.

There is no place more magical than the Cathedral at night
and I hope we will have a big contingent from St. Matthew’s.

If you have any questions, please contact me or Episcopal
Charities. Peter Keller

Philip Kunhardt Speaking at 
St. Mary’s, Oct. 27 - 5:30 p.m.
“Henry David Thoreau – the Awakened Life”

Philip Kunhardt has served over the past
decade at New York University as
Distinguished Scholar in Residence I the
Humanities, where he teaches innovative
courses in History and English in the College of
Arts and Sciences.  He focuses on the lives of
transformative figures, and among his courses
is “Emerson and Thorearu: The Writing Life.”
The co-author of six books, including The
Photographs of Abraham Lincoln (2015),
Looking for Lincoln (2008), and The American
President (1999), he was a writer and producer for many years at
Kunhardt Productions.  From 1984 until 1991 he was Rector of St.
Paul’s on the Hill Episcopal Church, and served for many years on
the staff of St. Mark’s Church, Mt. Kisco, NY. 

           
            

             
            

     
      

        

           
            

             
            

                                     
      

        

 Bring the family. Bring your college roommate. Bring your high 
school kids. Make it a night to share with people who appreciate 
good music from some of the best and brightest the Northeast has to 
offer. Know that this is the 10th anniversary, so we have something 
unforgettable planned. For tickets, visit
https://givingtools.com/give/937 or call 917-907-4394 for more 
details on the 10th annual St. Matthew’s College Jamboree.



Strong Start for Church School
Season

Church School has
opened its doors again for
the new year and we are
off to a flying start.
Welcome Back Sunday
was a huge success with
46 children attending
across church school and the nursery. We have now settled into our
usual routine of Children’s Chapel and church school classes and
are getting used to the new format of meeting in the same place
every Sunday: 6th and 7th grade start in Church and PreK - 5th
grade are in the Children's Chapel. As we move around the campus
we are doing so in a group and following the cross, this is giving
us great direction and improving safety.

We have started to learn about the family of God which is our
theme for the year and September's lessons focused on the story of
Joseph. This month we will be learning about different families
through stories of Ruth and Naomi, King David and the Saints.

Please mark your calendars for these fun events:
Oct. 6 Blessing of the Pets 
Oct. 12 Young Families Potluck and House Blessing for the 

Courtrights (4:30-6:30 p.m.)
Oct. 20 The Saunders family Halloween Coffee Hour
Oct. 27 Blessing of the Costumes (10:00 a.m.), Haunted Hike 

and Spaghetti Supper (6:00 p.m.)

Our Church School on their first day!

Yoga for Moms AND Kids at 
St. Matthew’s Preschool 

St. Matthew’s Preschool is happy to announce a “Yoga for Me
and Mommy” class!  The class is open to all mommies and their
children ages 12-24 months on Oct. 3, 17, 24, and Nov. 7, 14, from
9:15 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  Classes will take place in the Fellowship
Room and are led by Stephanie Goodkind, Early Childhood
professional and experienced Yoga instructor.  The cost is $20 per
class and everyone is welcome to join; you do not need to be a St.
Matthew’s Preschool family to join.  For further information contact
Susan deBrigard, PreSchool Director at 914-234-7890.
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Come to the Men’s Breakfast, 
Oct. 18

Attention men of St. Matthew’s – If you are not coming to the
Men’s Breakfasts, you are missing a lot.  Donuts, coffee,
camaraderie with fellow parishioners and interesting discussions.
Come to the next breakfast on Sat., Oct. 18 – starts at 7:30 a.m.,
and you will be out by 9 - it is a great way to start the weekend.

And What a Coffee Hour!
Once again, the

Saunders pulled off a
spectacular Coffee
Hour, showing off
their real ARTISTIC
talents.

The little things…
It’s the little things, the

attention to detail, that helps make
St. Matthew’s such a special place.
We are fortunate to have so many
involved members, laboring
behind-the-scenes to make each
Sunday special.  One example is
Gracemarie Dell’angelo, seen here
displaying a set of stoles with
fresh, hand-sewn "stole protectors."

Thank you, St. Gracemarie, and
to all who serve in secret.  JZ+



6

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, October 6
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

Altar Guild: Ms. Morella and Mrs. Meyer
Ushers: Messrs. Boe and Bowers
Lay Reader: Mr. Stockbridge
Lector: Mrs. Tilt

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II; Commissioning of 
Confirmands and Church School
Altar Guild: Mesdames Borner and Brenner
Ushers: Messrs. Gaynor, Hancock, Hancock and Inglis
Lay Reader: Mrs. Brenner
Lector: Mrs. Finn

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Sturz

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, October 13
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Altar Guild: Mesdames MacDonald and Reed
Ushers: Messrs. MacDonald and Reed
Lay Reader: Mrs. Akinla
Lector: Mr. Bolen

10:00 a.m. Holy Baptism and Church School
Ushers: Messrs. LaMotte, Lovering, Maybank and Sturz
Lay Reader: Mr. Brown
Lector: Mrs. Foote

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Borner

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, October 20
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

Altar Guild: Mesdames Fagan and Tilt
Ushers: Mr. & Mrs. Fagan
Lay Reader: Ms. Getz
Lector: Mr. Bogert

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I and Church School
Altar Guild: Mesdames Pinckney and Sturz
Ushers: Messrs. Akinla, Belknap, Borner and Brown
Lay Reader: Ms. Leighton
Lector: Elizabeth Deeks

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Meyer

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, October 27
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Altar Guild: Mesdames Meyer and Scott
Ushers: Mrs. Reeder and Mr. Bowers
Lay Reader: Mrs. Fagan
Lector: Mr. Freeman

10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer, Church School and Blessing of 
Costumes
Ushers: Messrs. de Menocal, Garten, Struble and Swift
Lay Reader: Mrs. Thompson

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Talty

All Saints’ Sunday, November 3
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I

Altar Guild: Ms. Morella and Mrs. Reeder
Ushers: Messrs. Bolen and Vincent
Lay Reader: Mrs. Foster
Lector: Mrs. Tilt

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I and Church School 
Altar Guild: Mesdames Borner and Brenner
Ushers: Messrs. Burdick, Ketchum, Kim and Mockridge
Lay Reader: Mrs. Brenner

5:00 p.m. Come As You Are Eucharist, Children’s Chapel
Altar Guild: Mrs. Walker

St. Matthew’s Church
John A. Zahl, Rector

382 Cantitoe Street P.O. Box 293 
Bedford, N.Y. 10506

(914) 234-9636
www.stmatthewsbedford.org

Midweek Holy Eucharist and 
Bible Study on Wednesday at 
10 a.m. through June 5 October Church Calendar 

Comings & Goings
Holy Matrimony
May they grow in love and peace with our Lord and one another

Abigail Eckardt Ledes & Per Martin Johan Akesson – September 14, 
2019

Host Families Needed     
Children of inmates will be visiting their mothers at Bedford

Hills Correctional.  They will be at the prison during the day but
need a place to stay.  Please consider opening your homes to them on
the following weekends: 

• Columbus Day Weekend: they arrive Friday, October 11 and 
depart Monday, October 14, 2019

• Winter Break: they arrive Friday, February 14 and depart 
Monday, February 17, 2020

• Spring Break:  they arrive Sunday, April 5 and depart 
Wednesday, April 8, 2020

Please contact April Foley at aprhfoley@aol.com or 914-533-
6161 to sign up. 

Help Wanted     
Do you have a camera?   Do you like taking pictures?  Do

you like helping St. Matthew’s?  If so, we have the perfect
opportunity for you!  We need photographers to capture all the
exciting activities going on at our church – for the Key, the Blast
and the website.  Not a huge commitment but it would be a huge
help.  Contact June Blanc or Herb Foster if you have an interest.
Thank you.


