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( 4 0 4 )  4 6 7 - 8 0 4 1

D e p a r t i n g :
MARCH 15, 2020

from New York, NY (JFK)
on Turkish Airlines or similar

$5,498.00

All Inclusive! 

YOUR 

INVITATION!
Theologian, Ernst Kasemann, posited that: “Paul taught what 
Jesus did.”  St. Paul was the first great Christian missionary.  
His influence upon the history of Christendom is second to 
none.  This coming March, we have the great opportunity to 
visit a large number of the historic sights associated with Paul’s 
ministry.  Stops include Athens, Corinth, Philippi, Ephesus, 
Patmos, and many others.  These are the birthplaces of some 
of the earliest Christian churches, and are well documented in 
the pages of the New Testament.  The trip will be led by me, as 
the trip chaplain, and my father, Paul, who is a New Testament 
scholar and classicist with extensive knowledge of the area, and 
who has been visiting these places regularly for more than 40 
years.  Together, we will certainly deepen our understanding of 
our Christian roots, and, ultimately, connect with God in new 
and exciting ways.   Please join us for what will be a life-changing 
trip, following the footsteps of St. Paul.     

Grace & Peace,

The Rev. John A. Zahl, Rector
For more information please contact:

Caroline Walker
914-234-6087

caroline.asher.walker@gmail.com

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Deposit - $ 500 
( u p o n  b o o k i n g )

2nd Payment Due: 
OCTOBER 17, 2019

Full Payment Due: 
DECEMBER 31, 2019

Each tour member must hold a 
passport that is valid until at least 

OCTOBER 15, 2020.

Application forms are available 
at your local Passport Office. 
Any required visas other than 
Turkey, will be processed for US 
citizens only. All passengers must 
purchase the Turkish Visa online 
prior to travel - www.turkishvisa.
com/visa-turkey. Non-US citizens 
are solely responsible for obtaining 
any required visas.
Rates based on double-occupancy, 
the airline tax and fuel surcharge 
($521) and currency exchange rate (s) 
at the date of quotation to your host. 
Subject to change up to 30-days prior 
to departure.

IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF PAUL

Hosted By:  
ST. MATTHEW’S CHURCH

BEDFORD

Providing Superior Christian Journeys
for 43 years!

JOIN US 
f o r  a Trip of a Lifetime

14 Days

Land Only Rate*
$4,798.00
*Airfare not included
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site dating to the 6th century B.C., located where the oracle of Apollo 
spoke in prophecy.  Blending harmoniously with the superb landscape 
surrounding Mt. Parnassus, and charged with sacred meaning, Delphi 
was the religious center of the ancient Greek world. 

We continue on to Hosios Loukas, an historic walled monastery that 
is an important monument of Middle Byzantine architecture and art.  
A UNESCO site, it operates as an active monastery to this day.  It was 
founded in the early 10th century AD by St. Luke, a hermit who died in 
953, whose relics are kept in the monastery. 

We drive to Athens for dinner and overnight.

Saturday, March 21, 2020
Day 7: Corinth
This morning we drive to Corinth, taking the coastal road along the 
Saronic Gulf to the Corinth Canal, opened in 1893, which connects the 
Aegean Sea with the Ionian Sea. We make a short stop for pictures of the 
canal and continue to the site of ancient Corinth, Paul’s beloved city to 
which he wrote two Epistles, First and Second Corinthians.   Dominated 
by the Acro-Corinth, a monolithic rock rising 1,700 feet above the ruins, 
the marketplace is laid out exactly as it stood in the days of the great 
Apostle.  We see the Bema (judgment seat) where Paul stood before the 
Roman proconsul Gallio.  (Acts 18).  The museum here contains a superb 
collection of artifacts portraying life in ancient Corinth.

Overnight in Athens.  Dinner with view of the Acropolis.

Sunday, March 22, 2020
Day 8: Athens / Acropolis / Mars Hill
This morning we will visit the Acropolis, a UNESCO site, with our 
guide.  Built in the mid-5th Century BC, The Parthenon was dedicated 
to the Greek goddess Athena.   Then we will ascend a prominent rock 
outcropping known as Mars Hill (“Aeropagus”).  On this location Paul is 
said to have criticized the religious idolatry of the Greeks. (Acts 17:16-
34). Attend worship service at St. Paul’s Anglican Church in Athens at 
10:45AM. 

We drive to the airport for our flight to Izmir.  Dinner and overnight at 
our hotel in Kusadasi. 

Monday, March 23, 2020
Day 9: Izmir / Kusadasi / Patmos / Kusadasi 
This morning we will drive to the port town of Kusadasi and depart 
by ferry to Patmos, an island in the Dodecanese where St. John the 
Theologian wrote the Apocalypse or book of Revelation.   Our tour takes 
us up to the Monastery of Saint John, a UNESCO site, which retains the 
character of a medieval fortress. Inside the walls you will be able to 
admire the Byzantine wealth of the Christian Orthodox religion while 
from its ramparts you will have the most stunning panoramic view of 
the luminous sea.  We will also tour the Cave of the Apocalypse, a sacred 
grotto believed to mark the spot where John had his revelations, said to 
be the most spiritual and miraculous cave in the world.  

This evening we take a return ferry to Kusadasi for dinner and overnight.

Tuesday, March 24, 2020
Day 10: Ephesus / St John Basilica / House of Virgin Mary / Miletus.
In the morning we will visit Ephesus, a UNESCO site that dates back to 
the 10th C. BC but reached its pinnacle during the Roman era.    Ephesus 
was one of the seven churches cited in the Book of Revelation.  The 
Gospel of John may have been written here and the city was the site 
of several 5th C. Christian Councils.  Ephesus was an important center 
for Early Christianity. From AD 52–54, the apostle Paul lived in Ephesus, 
working with the congregation and organizing missionary activity into 
the hinterlands.  His three-year sojourn here represents his longest 
period of ministry at any one church. Later, around 62 AD, Paul wrote his 
Epistle to the Ephesians while he was in prison in Rome.

Next we will visit the Basilica of St. John, constructed by Justinian in the 
6th Century.  It stands over the burial site of John the Apostle and was 
modeled after the now lost Church of the Holy Apostles in Constantinople.    
We will also visit the nearby House of the Virgin Mary.  Since the 19th 
century, The House of the Virgin Mary  has been considered by some to 
have been the last home of Mary, mother of Jesus, who was reported 
to have been brought here by St. John.  The identification of the house 
is based on the visions of a German Nun, Anne Catherine Emmerich 

(1774-1824), who was subsequently beatified by Pope John Paul II.  It 
is a popular place of Catholic pilgrimage that has been visited by three 
recent popes.

Subsequently, we will head 36 miles south to the ruins of Miletus, the 
center of an ancient region inhabited since Neolithic times.  It was in 
Miletus that Paul gave his farewell address to the elders of the church 
of Ephesus in which he reflected on his three-year ministry in the area. 
(Acts 20: 17-30). 

Dinner and overnight in Kusadasi.

Wednesday, March 25, 2020
Day 11: Aphrodisias / Colossae / Pamukkale
We begin our day with a tour of Aphrodisias, a UNESCO site, a Hellenistic 
city named after Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love.  We will visit the 
Temple of Aphrodite, the Monumental Gateway, the Odean theater, the 
Stadium and other ancient ruins.  

We continue to the ancient city of Colossae, the location of a Christian 
community to which the Apostle Paul addressed an epistle that is known 
for its exaltation of the supremacy of Christ. One aim of the letter was to 
address the challenges that the community faced in the context of the 
competing Gnostic religions that were developing in Asia Minor.  Paul 
probably did not visit this city, for his epistle only speaks of his having 
heard of their faith and he tells Philemon of his hope to visit it upon 
being freed from prison. ( Philemon 1:22).

Dinner and overnight in Pamukkale. 

Thursday, March 26, 2020
Day 12: Pamukkale / Hieropolis
This morning we visit the UNESCO site Hieropolis, meaning “Holy City”, 
an ancient city on hot springs adjacent to modern Pamukkale, where we 
will tour its temples, gates, stadium, nymphaeum, and necropolis.   An 
early apostle and theologian named Philip was martyred by hanging here 
and we will visit the St. Philip Martyrium.   Pamukkale, meaning “cotton 
castle” in Turkish, was so named because the area is famous for a white 
carbonate mineral left by flowing water that covers the soil.  A UNESCO 
site, Pamukkale contains hot springs caused by underground volcanic 
activity.  We will swim in an antique thermal pool that is sometimes 
called the Cleopatra Pool.  According to legend, this artificially sculpted 
pool was a gift from Marc Anthony to Cleopatra. 

Afternoon free to picnic, explore hot pools, etc. 
Dinner and overnight in Pamukkale. 

Friday, March 27, 2020
Day 13: Laodicea / Philadelphia / Sardis / Izmir
In the morning we will visit three more of the seven churches mentioned 
in Revelation.  We begin with Laodicea, an ancient city built on the river 
Lycus.   Laodicea is mentioned four times in the epistle to the Colossians 
(Col. 2:1; 4:13,15,16). We next visit Philadelphia, the “city of brotherly 
love.”  A letter specifically addressed to the Philadelphian church is 
recorded in Revelation 3:7-13.  Finally, we visit Sardis, an ancient city that 
was the capital of the kingdom of Lydia, one of the most important cities 
of the Persian Empire.  John addresses Sardis in terms which seem to 
imply that its church members did not finish what they started, that they 
were about image and not substance.   

We arrive in Izmir, historically known as Smyrna.  The city is one of the 
oldest settlements of the Mediterranean basin and artifacts dating from 
3000 BC have been found here. Towards the close of the 1st century 
AD, when Smyrna appeared as one of the seven churches of Asia 
addressed in the Book of Revelation, Smyrna’s Christian congregation 
was undergoing persecution from the city’s Jews (Revelation 2:9).  We 
will have a short city tour of this city which was also home to one of the 
oldest continually open churches of the Revelation. We also visit Mount 
Pagus (now known as Kadifekale), the site of the martyrdom of Polycarp.

Farewell dinner and overnight in Izmir.

Saturday, March 28, 2020
Day 14: Flight Home
Transfer to the airport for your flight home, the end of a marvelous 
journey. 

THE TOUR
  Itinerary

JOURNEY FEATURES

Roundtrip Air 
Transportation 
from New York, NY (JFK)

Four and Five Star Hotels
Land Transportation 
via deluxe,  pr ivate motor coach

Taxes  Fuel Surcharge
($521)  & Tip ($130)  Included

Professional 
English-Speaking Guide
Entrance fees 
to all sites on itinerary

Breakfast, Lunch & 
Dinner Daily

Sunday, March 15, 2020
Day 1: USA – Thessaloniki.
We will meet in St. Matthew’s parking lot to take a bus to JFK for our scheduled 
flight to Thessaloniki.

Monday, March 16, 2020
Day 2: Arrive Thessaloniki
We arrive in Thessaloniki (previously “Salonika”, the “Queen of the North”), the 
second largest city in Greece.  At the time of the Roman Empire, about 50 AD, 
Thessaloniki was one of the early centers of Christianity. While on his second 
missionary journey, Paul visited this city’s chief synagogue on three Sabbaths 
and sowed the seeds for the foundation of Thessaloniki’s first Christian church. 
Later, Paul wrote two letters to the new church at Thessaloniki, preserved in the 
Biblical canon as First and Second Thessalonians. Some scholars hold that the 
First Epistle to the Thessalonians is the first written book of the New Testament.  
We will take a city tour of Thessaloniki which contains ten monuments on the 
UNESCO site list.  We will drive along the waterfront to the massive White Tower 
and the nearby Triumphal Arch of Valerious. We will also see St. Demetrios 
Church and Vlatadon Monastery, where Paul preached in 51 AD.  This monastery 
is associated with the “house of Jason” mentioned in Acts 17:5 as a house where 
Paul and Silas were staying when they were attacked by Jewish opponents of 
Christianity.  

 We will overnight in Thessaloniki.

Tuesday, March 17, 2020
Day 3: Philippi 
We drive to Philippi founded in 356 BC by Macedonian King Philip II.  A UNESCO 
site, the archaeological remains of this walled city lie on the ancient route that 
linked Europe and Asia.  We will tour the walls, gates, amphitheater and temple.  
This city became a center of the Christian faith following the visit of the Apostle 
Paul in 49-50 AD.  We will visit the St. Paul Baptistry, built to commemorate the 
story in which Paul and Silas converted their jailor and subsequently baptized 
him and his family. (Acts 16:32-34). 

Return to, dine and overnight in, Thessaloniki. 

Wednesday, March 18, 2020
Day 4: Veria / Vergina / Kalambaka
Today we drive to Veria (previously “Beroea”), an ancient city that St. Paul visited 
during his second trip to Greece. According to the New Testament, Paul went to 
the synagogue in that city to try to convert Jews to Christ in the year 55. Today, 
at the place where Paul preached, there is a religious monument called the “St. 
Paul’s Tribune”. 

We continue to Vergina, ancient “Aigia”, the first capital of the kingdom of 
Macedonia, where we will visit the breathtaking Tombs of 
Macedonian Kings, another UNESCO site.  We will see the 
shield and armor of King Phillip II and the famous Golden 
Larnax (coffin) found in the sarcophagus of the king.  An 
incredibly detailed golden crown of 313 oak leaves and 68 
acorns was found inside the Larnax, also on display. 

We will have dinner and overnight in Kalambaka, a town 
near Meteora whose name is of Turkish origin and means 
“powerful fortress.” 

Thursday, March 19, 2020
Day 5:  Meteora. 
We visit Meteora (the name means “lofty”), a UNESCO site 
consisting of a rock formation in central Greece hosting one 
of the largest and most precipitously built complexes of 
Eastern Orthodox monasteries, second in importance only 
to Mount Athos.  These ageless monasteries, dating from 
the 12th century, rise towards the sky, rooted deeply into 
the earth, yet completely isolated from the world around 
them.  

Afterwards, we drive to Delphi for dinner and overnight.

Friday, March 20, 2020
Day 6: Delphi / Hosios Loukas
This morning we view the archaeological site of Delphi, a UNESCO 


