The Tie
From the Pastor’s Pen

March 2021

The Lenten Journey — As I write, I have returned to my office from our noon Ash Wednesday service. That service invites us
along the Lenten path. I was so moved by the hymn, “I Take the Cross of Jesus Christ.”
I take the cross of Jesus Christ in ashes on my face.
This ancient symbol made in dust reminds me of His grace.
I beg for mercy from my Lord, to cleanse me deep within.
I know myself, my faulty life, my tendency toward sin.
O cross of ashes, speak again in ways I understand;
Speak forth repentance, let me know forgiveness from Your hand.
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray; Look deep within and find
our hearts made whole, our thoughts made pure, our eyes no longer blind.
This cross of ashes on my brow reminds me life is brief.
From dust I came, to dust I go through sorrow, pain, and grief.
These forty days are set aside for those who share the call
to take the cross, deny themselves, and give to Christ their all.
— Words by R. G. Huff
These words could be prayed daily, not only through the Lenten season but throughout the year. The line, “I know myself,
my faulty life, my tendency toward sin,” is so honest about our human predicament. I have noted over the last several years
an increasing self-righteous smugness in our public debates. People are pointing their finger at others. The prophet Isaiah told
the Israelites if they wanted God’s guidance they needed “to remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the
speaking of evil. . .” (Isaiah 58: 9b). The problem with being consumed with the sins of others is that such judgment not only
swells us with self-righteousness, the worst of sins, but more alarming it blinds us from our own need of repentance. Paschal,
the Christian philosopher, once observed about the doctrine of sin: “Nothing jolts us more rudely than this doctrine, and yet but
for the mystery, the most incomprehensible of all, we remain incomprehensible to ourselves.” The Lenten season calls us to
take our focus off others and do the more difficult work of self-examination. Jesus has walked the path to the cross. The Lenten
season calls us in repentance to walk toward the cross of Christ. Our Lenten worship is designed to guide us along that sacred
path. I hope you will join us each week in this forty-day journey to the cross of Christ.
Broken Signposts — I will conclude our study of Broken Signposts: How Christianity Makes Sense of Our World on March 3.
We will conclude with a discussion of the concept of power. Our culture highly prizes power. We see that in our political
culture, corporate culture, and, yes, even our religious culture. Jesus looked at power through a different lens. As Christians,
we need to think through our understanding of power and make sure it lines up with Jesus’ teachings. I hope you will join us for
this final, stimulating discussion.
Contemplative Worship — On Wednesday, March 10, we will return to our in-person Contemplative Worship services at
6:30 p.m. You will remember this is a thirty-minute service with contemplative music, scripture, confession, the Lord’s Supper,
and guided prayer. I have found this worship time to be so refreshing. I hope you will join us each Wednesday evening.
The sign-up link for the Contemplative Worship services is https://fbcspnc.flocknote.com/signup/42043.

Joys & Concerns

Narrative Report On Financial Position / FBCSP
Fourth Quarter 2020 vs. Fourth Quarter 2019

Congratulations



to Greg and Polly Lundberg upon the birth of their
granddaughter, Callie Newbrough, on January 25
to Jack and Deann Nance upon the marriage of their
daughter, Caroline, to Colby Stevens on February 20

Christian Sympathy




to Sue Franklin upon the dying unto Christ of her mother,
Louise Baker, on February 7
to Kathryn Kinney upon the dying unto Christ of her
brother, Bill Flinchum, on February 8
to Hazel Elmore upon the dying unto Christ of her sister,
Joyce Marlow, on February 15

Our giving goal through the twelve months of the year was
$1,329,395 and we received $1,299,353. Through the end
of December, pledged offerings received exceeded the amount
committed for 2020 by almost 2%. By contrast, pledged
offerings through December of last year were 92.83% of the
amount committed for 2019 while the giving goal was
$1,330,289 and $1,343,391 was received.
The church’s operating cash flow increased $75,335 in the
fourth quarter of 2020 with receipts exceeding expenses
$137,387 for the year. Our giving goal through December was
$30,042 less than projected. By comparison, cash flow in the
fourth quarter of 2019 increased $24,999 with receipts exceeding expenses by $68,900 for the year. Our giving goal through
December 2019 was $13,102 more than projections.
The balance in the Capital Improvement Fund on December 31,
2020, was $743 after receiving contributions of $700 during
the quarter.

Lenten Schedule
“TOGETHER WITH JESUS”
February 28

2nd Sunday of Lent
“Together in Worship”
John 4:19-26

March 7

3rd Sunday of Lent
“Together in Community”
Hebrews 10:23-25

March 14

4th Sunday of Lent
“Together in Study”
2 Timothy 2:15

March 21

5th Sunday of Lent
“Together in Service”
Matthew 20:24-28

March 28

Palm Sunday
“Together in Suffering”
Romans 5:1-8

April 1

Maundy Thursday
In-Person / Online Service
7:00 PM

April 4

Easter Sunday
“Together in Celebration”
Luke 24:1-12
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Ministry of Missions Update: During the fourth quarter of
2020, your dollars supported Habitat for Humanity/NC
Sandhills, Bethesda Half-Way House, Bethany House, Boys
& Girls Club of The Sandhills, Family Promise of Moore
County, Coalition for Human Care, as well as Moore Buddies
Mentoring, Vass Lions Club Charitable Trust, Monte de Horeb
Ministries, Team Workz, and the Meals on Wheels of the
Sandhills. We received $13,778.90 of our Christmas Offering
goal of $18,000. Contributions received for Lottie Moon were
$7,995.90 and $5,783.00 for CBF/Global Missions.
Our General Endowment Fund balance on December 31, 2020,
was $425,250. The balance in the Jeannie H. Jordan Memorial
Endowment was $77,317. Please contact me if you would like
more information on how you can leave a legacy gift to The
First Baptist Church of Southern Pines, supporting either our
general endowment or the scholarship endowment of the
Sonshine Learning Center.
Prepared by Annette Saunders, Financial Administrator

Stewardship Report
Giving Goals for February 21, 2021 ........................... 18,531.96
Budget Oﬀerings Received on 02/21/21 ................... 15,410.00
Giving Goal Thru February 21, 2021 ........................ 193,001.01
Total Budget Oﬀerings Received in 2021................. 205,938.86
Receipts to Date Comparison with Goal .................... 12,937.85

Member Information
Welcome New Members


Paul and Anne e Saunders (Joined February 21)
Daughter: Caroline (Joined February 21)
Son: Cameron

News & Notes
FROM THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION
Lenten Podcast Series: “The
Seven Last Words of Christ”
My six-week podcast, based on the
seven last words of Jesus from the cross,
continues. Each week’s podcast highlights a different statement by Jesus.
The podcast is based on the book,
Final Words From the Cross, by Adam
Hamilton. The audio platform is available on the church website, Facebook,
Instagram, Spotify, and in a weekly
email sent out on Wednesdays. Each podcast will last 15-20
minutes. The book to accompany the series is available in the
church office for $5.

Connecting Through Zoom Bible Studies &
Devotions
We continue to offer opportunities to connect through Bible
studies and devotions that small groups are offering. Anyone
is welcome to join any and all of these studies/devotions.
These virtual gatherings are no longer than 40 minutes.
 David Helms continues his study of

N.T. Wright’s book, Broken Signposts:
How Christianity Makes Sense of the
World, through Wednesday, March 3.
Following that study, join us for
contemplative worship at 6:30 p.m.
each Wednesday evening through
March 31 for the remainder of Lent.
These brief services will be held in
the sanctuary and include a time of
prayer and communion. Our current
COVID-19 protocols will continue to
be followed.

 The Men’s Bible Class, an intergenerational class,

enjoys connecting through Zoom each week. Email Keith
Dangerfield at marinetanker82@gmail.com for day and time.
 The Seekers Class, for ages 40 and up, has “Monday

School” each Monday evening at 7:30 p.m. Email me
at tallen@fbcsp.org to get connected.
 The Agape Class, for ages 65 and up, Zooms in the

evenings for a time of prayer and a devotion. Email John
Kinney at jfksports@earthlink.net to be put on their email
list and for information about dates and time.
 The Ruth Class, a women’s intergenerational Sunday

School class, has been enjoying a time of study and fellowship. Email Joyce Rhodes at joycerhodes49@gmail.com for
more information.
Study guides for “Live @ Five,” J.O.Y., Men’s Bible, Ruth,
and Seekers classes are available inside the door of the May
Street upper parking lot office entrance. Also available are
Reflections and Open Windows for the current quarter.

Goodbye to a Friend
From 2000-2012, First Baptist and our Missions Committee
partnered with the American Belarussian Relief Organization
(ABRO), a faith-based group that brings children who live in
regions affected by the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear accident to the
United States for six weeks of respite and health care. Several
First Baptist families hosted children during those years.
I recently learned that the group’s beloved chaperone and
interpreter, Dr. Elena Kotlerova, died unto Christ on February 7,
in Belarus, of complications related to COVID-19. Along with
her love for the children she chaperoned, as well as the families
that hosted her and them, Dr. Lena, a dentist, loved First Baptist
and the American friends she made over the years. Beverly
and I recall not only her love of First Baptist but also how she
enjoyed meals at the Golden Corral and the group’s annual trip
to Emerald Pointe waterpark. One summer, Dr. Lena made a
profession of faith, and I had the privilege of baptizing her.
Please pray for her husband, Vova, and sons, Sergei and Slava
and their families.

 “Live @ Five” Bible study (Connections Bible Study

Series) for March focuses on “The Means of Salvation,”
four studies of New Testament texts that focus on God’s gift
of salvation to each of us. Here are the topics beginning
Sunday, March 7. The Zoom link can be found in weekly
e-notes or on the church website.
March 7
March 14
March 21
March 28

“The Foolishness of the Cross”
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (Bert Harrell)
“The Loving God”
Ephesians 2:1-10 (Wayne Boyles)
“The Suffering Savior”
Hebrews 5:1-10 (Rick Allenbaugh)
“The Humble King”
Mark 11:1-11 (TBA)

 The J.O.Y. Class, a senior adult class, shares Zoom time

each week. Email Wayne Jordan at wjordan@nc.rr.com for
day and time.

Also, know that the love and support of First Baptist had a
profound effect on the lives of the children we hosted as well
as their families. Most went on to university or their equivalent
of community college, married, and have families of their own.
Those of us who hosted children keep up with them through
social media and cherish great memories, along with the
ministry we provided to these children and their families.
Peace, Tom
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CHILDREN & FAMILIES

happenings
Youth Bible Studies

Pinecrest Girls
Union Pines
Pinecrest Boys
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
Fridays
8:30 AM
2:00 PM
8:00 AM
Cannon Park
Memorial Park
Memorial Park
Pinehurst
Southern Pines
Southern Pines
*May change based on public school schedule

Youth Sunday School
TIME CHANGE: Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM on Zoom
Please contact Bryan Moore at bmoore@=csp.org for
the Zoom log-in informa:on!

Sunday Night Youth Group
Sunday evenings from 6:00-7:15 at FBCSP
Please bring a mask and a chair. You can contact
Bryan Moore at bmoore@=csp.org for more
informa:on on upcoming Youth Events.

Recurring Events
Sunday School
Sundays, 10:00 AM, on Zoom for Grades 1-6
Music & Missions
Wednesdays, 6:00 PM, on Zoom for Grades 1-6
Contact Bryan Moore at bmoore@fbcsp.org for more
information on Sunday School and Music & Missions

Mini Music Makers — Wednesdays at 6:00 PM
on Zoom for Age 4 Pre-K & K
Contact Susan Ward at sward@fbcsp.org
for more information.
Weekly Emails — The Children’s Ministry will be sending out
weekly emails on Thursdays at 2:00 p.m. with Sunday School
literature informa:on and a memory verse ac:vity.
If you are not receiving these emails, please contact
Carolyn Helms @ chelms@=csp.org.

March Memory Verse
“The heavens declare the glory of
God; the skies proclaim the work of
his hands.” — Psalm 19:1

R@ABCC@DEFGH GJCK@H CGHAECBDEFGH
March 1-31 — Food Drive
During the month of
March, youth will collect
canned food for the Food
Bank. Children will join
youth on this project.
April 1-30 — Honduras School Pack Collec%on
Students will make packs for the college missions team
to deliver. Packs will include pencils, pens, markers,
a notepad, scissors, and crayons.
July 12-16 — Vaca%on Bible School
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Friday, March 19, from 6:30-7:30 PM
Families, join us to construct your garden, and then watch
the grass grow on the hill of Golgotha. On Easter morning,
you will roll the stone away, revealing the empty tomb.
He IS Risen! Reservations for this event are required by
Tuesday, March 16, at
noon. Please make your
reservation at https://
fbcspnc.flocknote.com/
signup/40336. We will
gather in the Fellowship
Hall, observing
appropriate physical
distancing and wearing
masks. Can't wait to
see you there!

The Emotional Weight of a Virus
There is no doubt that children as well as youth and adults are “feeling” the emotional weight of being removed from
community and friends. The truth of scripture in Hebrews 10:25 reminds us never to forsake coming together as believers in
Christ. We have been blessed to have virtual opportunities to gather but the “missing links” that convey awareness of deep communication through verbal and non-verbal interaction are being revealed through sadness and anxiety. We will be returning…
with safety measures that communicate that we care for all. Until then, along with the opportunities in place, let’s utilize this
THIRTY-SECOND RITUAL to strengthen our families’ faith.
Christie Thomas introduced this thirty-second bedtime ritual that can have great spiritual growth opportunity for your
family. Praying a scripture over your child each night sends the message of your belief in Christ, your assurance of the truth of
scripture, and the foundational hope that God’s word will never return void.
Carolyn

What IS a Prayer of Blessing?
By Christie Thomas
Numbers 6:22-27 isn’t the only prayer of blessing you could pray over your
kids, but it does give some fabulous insight into the practice of praying
blessings over others:
The Lord said to Moses,
“Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the
Israelites. Say to them:
“‘The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.’”
“So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”
— Numbers 6:22-27 NIV
God literally COMMANDED the Israelite priests to speak these words over
the community. Why? It’s certainly not a magic spell or incantation that
guarantees a good life, and it’s not a pipeline to health and prosperity.
God’s blessings are gracious and generous and have immense power to
change the lives of our children forever.
We aren’t limited to praying Number 6:22-27 over our children.
Here are some of my personal favorite prayers of blessing for my kids:

Have I not commanded you?
Be strong and courageous.
Do not be afraid;
do not be
discouraged,
for the Lord
your God will be with you
wherever you go.
Joshua 1:9

His peace will guard your hearts and

May Christ make his home in your heart as
you trust in him. Your roots will grow down
into God’s love and keep you strong. And
may you have the power to understand, as
all God’s people should, how wide, how long,
how high, and how deep his love is. May you
experience the love of Christ, though it is too
great to understand fully. Then you will be
made complete with all the fullness of life
and power that comes from God.

minds as you live in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 3:17-19

Philippians 4:6-7
(NLT)

Don’t worry about
anything; instead, pray about
everything. Tell God what you need, and
thank him for all he has done. Then you
will experience God’s peace, which
exceeds anything we can understand.
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Our service this year will feature a string quartet, hymns, and
choral music and be held at 7:00 p.m. The sign-up link for the
Maundy Thursday service is https://fbcspnc.flocknote.com/
signup/43028.

Resurrection Sunday — April 4
On the third day after his crucifixion, we celebrate
Resurrection Sunday, the day Jesus Christ was raised from the
dead. Resurrection Sunday is the fulfilled prophecy of the
Messiah who would be persecuted, die for our sins, and rise on
the third day. Remembering the resurrection of Jesus is a way
to renew daily hope that we have victory over sin. Celebrate
with us on Sunday, April 4. He is Risen! He is Risen, indeed!
Greg

Sign Up for Sanctuary Flowers

For people of faith, Holy Week is one of the richest times
of the church year. Soon, our long nights of winter will make
way for light, and we will prepare for the holiest days in the
Christian calendar. During Holy Week, believers will walk
the final journey to the cross; we will participate in and
remember that climactic last week of Jesus’ life on earth.
We will celebrate and worship on Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, and Resurrection Sunday.

Palm Sunday — March 28
Palm Sunday begins as a day of jubilation as Jesus makes
his way into the city of Jerusalem for the last time. Soon
afterward, the cheers fade and the events that lead to the cross
become more vivid. Here we take part in the journey toward
the passion of our Lord.

Maundy Thursday — April 1
Maundy Thursday (or Holy Thursday) takes its name from
John 13:34, “a new commandment I give to you.” The Latin
word for commandment is mandatum; we derive the word
Maundy from this word. This day commemorates the washing
of feet and Last Supper of Jesus Christ with his disciples. Our
service will be in the form of a Tenebrae—we will extinguish
candles and diminish the lights as we remember and share the
scriptures and events just prior the crucifixion of Jesus.
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Church members and friends may honor or remember
a loved one with ﬂowers in the Sanctuary
on a Sunday morning. Sign up on the
“Sanctuary Flowers” poster on the
bulle:n board by the Welcome Center,
or call the church oﬃce. The cost is $50.
Thank you for adding beauty to our Sanctuary!

Medical Procedures
& Prayer Concerns
Due to privacy laws that were enacted by the
Health Insurance Portability & Accountability
Act (HIPAA), the church cannot be notified by
hospital and medical facility staff when a
patient has been admitted. Please remember to
notify the church office if you or a loved one
has been admitted to the hospital or is planning
to have surgery, otherwise we may not be
aware. Contact Bethany Saburro in the church
office if you wish to have a loved one placed
on our list of Prayer Concerns.

Notes of Gratitude
First Baptist Church Members,
Thank you for the many acts of kindness following my
dad, Harold Blue’s, death. And thank you, too, for the prayers
that helped us through this long journey.
I’m proud to be associated with such a caring, kind
church family.
In Christian love,
Sharon Reid
FBCSP Family,
Mike and I rode over to check our P.O. box one more
time prior to heading home to Honduras on Tuesday morning
[January 19]. We were humbly grateful and surprised to see a
gift from you. We appreciate your donation towards Monte de
Horeb Ministries so much. As we start 2021, please pray with
us that we will discern God’s will in all we do! Please pray for
God to put us right where He wants us. After the pandemic
and now two hurricanes, we definitely have many needs! Our
first team will arrive February 1. We cannot wait to see what
God does this year.
God Bless,
Mike and Ginger Greene
Editor’s Note: Mike and Ginger Greene founded Monte de Horeb
Ministries, a Christian Honduras-based ministry that allows North
Americans to work alongside local Honduran churches in bringing
glory to Jesus Christ.

Dearest Church Family,
Our heartfelt gratitude for your love, care, support,
kindness, and sympathy shown to us and Roger's Dad, Bobby,
after the peaceful dying unto Christ of Roger's Mom, my
Mother-in-law and Bobby's wife, Betty Wilson.
Philippians 13:3-11
Your calls, cards, messages, gifts, and donations to First
Health Hospice and Palliative Care mean so much to us. Our
thanks to First Baptist for the generous gift of the beautiful
peace lily that holds a special place in our home and in our
hearts. A daily reminder of our church home and our Lord
who sustains us during this time of sadness and in our lives
with a peace that passes all understanding.
Philippians 4:6
Most especially, your prayers, love, and support,
throughout the past year of suffering from terminal progressive Alzheimer's/Dementia of our beloved Dear One, are
appreciated more than you'll ever know. Mom was 88 and
would have been 89 in June. She would have been married to
the love of her life for 70 years this May.
Matthew 5:4
Her Christian faith gave us the glorious assurance that
she left her Earthly Home into the arms of Jesus, her Lord and
Savior, and into her Heavenly Home. We celebrate her life and
rejoice, knowing that one day, we'll be reunited with her and
all of those in all of our lives who've gone before her and us.
Matthew 10:37-39
With love and gratitude,
Roger, Bobby, and Carol Wilson
Jeremiah 29:11

Dear Church Family,
Thank you for all the prayers lifted up on our behalf
during the sickness and death of my sister, Joyce Marlow.
Also, delivered to Bob and me was a beautiful Peace Lily.
We are enjoying it and will continue to nurture it as you have
nurtured us during Joyce’s battle with cancer.
Sincerely,
Hazel and Bob Elmore

From Your Woman's
Missionary Union
Harvest Laborers and Mission Action Group,
Women’s Groups at First Baptist, invite all
women to join us in supporting local, state,
and Baptist mission work around the world.

Harvest

Laborers

Harvest Laborers is meeting virtually on the second
Tuesday of each month for a time of fellowship,
praying for missionaries, and discussing mission
projects for the coming months.

We hope to see you at our next Zoom
gathering on Tuesday, March 9, at 7:30 p.m.
Use this link to join the Zoom meeting https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/87888851002?
pwd=RytlWSszNnRCN3MvZENjL1diK21NUT09
The link will also be sent out via email.
For more information, contact Karen Griffin
at karengriffin1@gmail.com.

Mission ACTION
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Monday, March 15, 11:45 AM-12:45 PM
Mission Action would like to thank the church family
for supplying Bethany House with
household items in February.
On Monday, March 15, we will host a drive-up
collection of individual snack packages and/or juice
for The Boys & Girls Club of the Sandhills.
Please, no peanut items.
Thank you for being so supportive of
these community outreaches.
For more information, contact Bonnie Elhart at
velhart@outlook.com or (910) 420-2513.
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OFFICE HOURS
9:00 AM-4:30 PM — Monday-Thursday
9:00 AM-12:00 PM — Friday
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship Service
4:00 p.m. JuBELLa:on
5:15 p.m. High School Choir (9-12)
5:15 p.m. Middle School Bible
Study (7-8)
6:00 p.m. Youth Supper
6:30 p.m. Middle School Choir (7-8)
6:30 p.m. High School Bible Study (9-12)

April Issue of The Tie
If you have news or informa:on that you would like to
submit for the next issue of The Tie, contact Lisa Corbe
at lcorbe`@=csp.org. The deadline for the April issue
is March 17.

Indoor & Livestream Worship on Sunday Mornings
We con:nue to have Indoor Worship at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
and Livestream at 11:00 a.m. only.
Please go to www.=csp.org/indoorworship &
www.=csp.org/livestream for more informa:on.

Church Oﬃce Hours
The church oﬃce hours are currently 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. on
Mondays-Thursdays and 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. on Fridays.

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE
4:30 p.m. Children’s Handbells
5:15 p.m. Church Family Supper
6:00 p.m. Children’s Choirs
(3 years-6th grade)
6:15 p.m. Nursery (babies-2 years)
6:30 p.m. Adult Small Groups
6:30 p.m. Youth Bible Study
6:45 p.m. Missions Classes
(grades 1-6)
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

Please view the church calendar at www.+csp.org/calendar for updates

C H U R C H S TA F F
David Helms, Senior Minister — dhelms@=csp.org
Tom Allen, Minister of Educa:on & Administra:on — tallen@=csp.org
Greg Lundberg, Minister of Music & Senior Adults — glundberg@=csp.org
Bryan Moore, Minister of Youth & Students / Children & Families —
bmoore@=csp.org
Carolyn Helms, Interim Assistant Minister of Children & Families —
chelms@=csp.org
Lisa Corbe , Administra:ve & Financial Assistant — lcorbe`@=csp.org
Kathy Farren, Administra:ve Assistant — kfarren@=csp.org
Bethany Saburro, Execu:ve Administra:ve Assistant—bsaburro@=csp.org
Anne e Saunders, Financial Administrator — asaunders@=csp.org
Susan Ward, Organist / Music Associate — sward@=csp.org
Susan Galbreith, Food Services Director — susang@=csp.org
Susan Trudell, Food Services Assistant
Amy Chavis, Director, Sonshine Learning Center — slcamychavis@gmail.com

