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Why We Celebrate!
In every generation, people around the world have lived in frustration and
confusion as they try to find meaning and purpose in life. This search is
driven by the hopelessness they feel as they look for answers to the problem of sin. They see the results of hate, greed and self-sufficiency, but
they cannot find an answer. Some look to money, education, success and
governments to provide solutions, but it always fails.
History tells the story of many who have given birth to new religions, believing they have developed a system that provides the answers to life’s
greatest questions. But every religion has fallen short of their expectations,
so mankind returns to the pit of despair and emptiness.
God has not ignored our problems. On the contrary, history is the story of
God’s unfolding plan to redeem all men, women and children from the
hopelessness of sin. He has always been involved in resolving our sin
problem. This is why we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus from the
grave!
Jesus is God’s gift of grace and hope to a world that lives in darkness. Jesus is God’s gift of truth to everyone who has fallen under the lies of evil.
Jesus conquered our ultimate enemy – death. Jesus did not come to start
another religion. He came to heal our broken relationship with the God
who created us. He did not come to condemn the world, but to rescue us
from our sin.
There are people all around you who live without the hope of Jesus Christ.
They are our neighbors, co-workers, friends and family. Who will help
them? The answer to that question is simple: those who have the solution
to hopelessness will tell them about Jesus. Those who live in the light will
invite those who live in darkness to meet the One who is Light.
Invite others to join us as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus on Easter
Sunday – and EVERY Sunday! Jesus is alive! Tell this good news to everyone you know!
Allan Blume
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Pastor Search Committee Update
The Pastor Search Committee is making great progress in the journey to identifying
our next senior pastor.
We have completed Phase I, or orientation portion of the process. This phase outlined
the program and prepared the foundation for our search.
We are finishing Phase II now, which includes the communication plan, the development of the pastor profile, deciding upon advertising sites, and formulating a resume
submission plan.
We are now moving into Phase III which will focus on receiving and analyzing the
many resumes we will receive from the six different advertising sites that we chose in
the previous phase.
Please continue to pray for the committee using the prayer guide that was in your bulletins and can still be found on tables throughout the church. On Easter Sunday, we
will be introducing a more robust "40 Days of Prayer" plan. Many thanks to Kathy
Schaffer for assisting us in developing both of these prayer guides.
We covet your prayers. Please pray that the Holy Spirit would guide us through the
resume process, and that God would make clear His choice for our next leader.
Many thanks,
The Pastor Search Committee
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The Lunch Break Mission Group will be collecting Bisquick and Muffin Mix for the
Baptist Children’s Homes annual Food Roundup during the month of April.
The Home depends on the participation of the Baptist associations and churches
each year to help provide meals and snacks for the children in
the Baptist Children’s Homes.
A box will be set up in the Fellowship hall for
donations April 4- April 25. Please check the
expiration date on boxes because expired items
cannot be accepted.

June 21—25, 2021
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April 14, 2021
at 6:30pm
In the Fellowship Hall
PBC Workday—April 17
8:00am-12:00pm
General cleaning, minor
repairs and outdoor work.

THE SPIT
RH
AE
L S P- I “RKAELE P I-N“GK ETEHPEI N
PG
E OTPHLEE PI N
FO
EO
P LREM E D ”

Page 5

Quilting and Prayers Continue
As pandemic restrictions began to lift, the Prayer Quilt Ministry (PQM) members decided
it was time to gather and sew. Last fall, some of the group’s members returned to the
Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays to make prayer quilts to give to people in need of comfort. Throughout the many hours it takes to create a quilt, each member thinks about
the quilt recipient, who at the time is only known to God, praying for their comfort,
peace, healing, and God’s presence through the challenges they are experiencing.
If you know of someone who is experiencing a crisis or trauma in their lives that would
benefit from a quilt covered in prayer, complete a PQM form which can be found in the
sanctuary vestibule, office hallway and in the Fellowship Hall. The form can be given to
Donna Harmon, Patsy Johnson, the church office, or placed in the offering plate.

Let’s Celebrate!
In 2022, Pittsboro Baptist Church (PBC) will turn 175 years old – a reason to celebrate!
To insure there is a proper party, we need to start planning now! If you would like to
join the PBC 175th Celebration Planning Committee, contact Kathy Shaffer at 919.2441878 (call or text) or email at kshaffer@mindspring.com.
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The Story Behind the Song:

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty.
1 Corinthians 15:14
John and Charles Wesley soon found themselves out of favor with many fellow Anglican ministers who spurned their fiery evangelistic preaching. Many pulpits were closed
to them.
A friend from their Oxford days, George Whitefield, age 22, who was having the same
trouble, began preaching to thousands in the open air at Blackheath, and Charles, too,
got a vision for reaching the multitudes.
He made his first attempt in the outskirts of London. “Franklyn, a farmer, invited me to
preach in his field,” he wrote. “I did so to about 500. I returned to the house rejoicing.”
Soon he was preaching to thousands. “My load was gone, and all my doubts and scruples. God shone upon my path; and I knew this was His will concerning me.”

A man named Joseph Williams heard Charles in Bristol: “I found him standing on a table-board, in an erect posture...surrounded by, I guess, more than a thousand people,
some of them fashionable persons, but most of the lower rank of mankind. He prayed
with uncommon fervency...He then preached about half an hour in such a manner as I
have scarce ever heard any man preach… I think I never heard any man labor so earnestly to convince his hearers they were all by nature in a sinful, lost, undone, damnable state; that notwithstanding, there was a possibility of their salvation, through faith in
Christ...All this he backed up with many texts of Scripture, which he explained and illustrated, and then by a variety of the most forcible motives, possible, to compel all, and
every of his hearers, to believe in Christ for salvation.”
Charles Wesley still preaches today in much the same way through his ageless hymns
which are sung around the world each Sunday. Perhaps his most exuberant anthem is
the one he simply called, “Hymn for Easter Day,” published in 1739. It originally consisted of eleven stanzas. The “Alleluia’s” were added later, but appropriately, for this is
a hymn one never gets tired of singing:
Christ, the Lord, is risen today, Alleluia!
Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing, ye heavens, and earth, reply, Alleluia!
(Copied from Then Sings My Soul by Robert J. Morgan)
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Cole Kivette
Michael Springle
John Goin
Carson Cashion
Brooks Batcheller
Jonathan Harshman
Scott & Lee Edwards ♥
13 Debra Lasater
Connie Goin
Julia Christian

14
19
22
26
27
30

Page 7

Rachel Brooks
Roderick Parker
Brenna Dietrich
Jimmy & Jennifer Davis ♥
Carl & Jo Lynn Perry ♥
Caroline Cashion
Tara Smith
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Jenny Sears & Jennifer Cashion
Jimmy Griffin & Betty Jean Hinton

April 11

Danny & Diane Braswell

Jimmy Griffin & Jo Lynn Perry
April 18

Danny & Diane Braswell
Christian Family & Smith Family

April 25

Rich & Christine Trogdon
Cashion Kids & Jo Lynn Perry

April 4

Ashley Batcheller

April 11

Jennifer Davis

April 18

Tara Smith

April 25

Ashley Batcheller

April 4
April 11
April 18
April 25

Jennifer Cashion
Jennifer Cashion
Jennifer Cashion
Jennifer Cashion
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Book Give-away
Spring cleaning can be a brutal affair, with decisions about what to keep and what to
give away. Your PBC librarians recently had to make some difficult choices as new-tous books were being added to already overflowing shelves. Rather than stuff books
into bookcases where there was no room, they decided to remove books from circulation. Various factors were part of the decision process, including age of the book, relevance to the 21st century, duplicate books, popularity, etc. The plus to all of this is that
you get first dibs on the books.

For a limited time, the books will be on the library counter. Ministry Assistant Pam Romel will graciously open the library for you in the afternoons between 1:00p.m and
4:00p.m. Any of the librarians will open the door for you if they are around. Afterwards, selected books will be given to the CLI Prison Alliance and the remainder will be
given to the Mabopane Mission House for their pop-up sales.
It is estimated that over 90% of our library’s books are from your generous donations.
Please continue to give them to us as we want to keep the PBC Library’s offerings current and relevant. We are grateful for your generosity.
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Choices- God’s and Ours
by Paul Shotsberger
Shotsberger's book Choices is a collection
of essays and stories about how
God’s decision’s
and our choices
correlate together
to achieve His
For many years, this column has included
Kingdom. The
“reviews” of books that are on the shelf in
overall approach in
the PBC Library. My challenge each
the book is one of
month is to select the books, sometimes
practical theology.
reflecting a theme, sometime reflecting a
Shotsberger touchseason, and sometimes just making ranes on how we
dom selections. The write-ups are merely
have the freedom
copied and pasted from amazon or some
to make our own
other book-selling online site. This month
choices, and how
is going to be different in that I actually
those choices
wrote one of the reviews!
have distinct consequences. Each and
every day we decide what choices we
A few years back, I reconnected via Face- want to do and how we do things. The only
book with a college friend, Paul
time we feel as if we are stripped of our
Shotsberger. We met through the Intervar- free will is when we feel as if we have to
sity Christian Fellowship Action Group
do things when there is someone control(small group) that convened in our highling or commanding us. Shotsberger
rise dorm on Carolina’s South Campus.
states that this can be situation where the
Being two years older, I was impressed
person is enslaved by oppressive forces
with what a mature Christian he was as a within societies.
freshman. He was sweet and smart and
had the discipline to be Navy ROTC. After Shotsberger touches on spiritual heroes
I graduated, I lost touch with Paul but fig- and how they come in all ages, shapes,
ured he was off seeing the world comsizes, and race. He writes about how spirmanding a Navy vessel. I knew God had
itual heroes can be meek or valiant, disgreat plans for him.
creet or bold. Even though spiritual heroes
can be different in appearance, they all
God’s plans for Paul were different what
have one thing in common: each of them
he thought they would be as well as what I comes into our lives and leaves an ineradithought. Now, as a professor at Southern cable impression that leads back to Christ
Wesleyan University, Paul has authored
before it points back to them. We would
two books. God’s plan for our lives is a
want nothing more than just to see and
continuing theme in books. Choices and
hear these heroes everyday, the very ones
Moments that Matter both elaborate on
who spread their gospel during and after
God’s plans for the world and His plans for their lifetime. Shotsberger illustrates what
our lives and how the two intersect. They he means by describing how the late John
each helped me better understand this
Scott, an English minister and theologian,
particularly mind-exploding topic. I suggest was one of his spiritual heroes.
that you read them both.
(continued on next page)
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Shotsberger's book is very accessible read,
and it is full of insights into the nature of our
choices and what they mean for us. We become our choices. Therefore, for us to become who we were meant to be (God's vision for our lives), our choices need to align
with God's choices. We fully recommend
Shotsberger's Choices.
(copied amazon.com)
Moments that Matter
by Paul Shotsberger
If you are a young person contemplating
what to do with
your life or an older person asking
yourself what
have you done
with your life, then
you need to read
this book. Author
Paul Shotsberger
looks back on his
own dream of becoming a Navy
pilot, questioning
whether it was his
dream or his father’s and how his
life’s path led him
to where he is today. As he relates, “there are moments in
our lives when we have to make both big
and little choices that have long
lasting consequences.”
He borrows a Quaker tradition to which he
referred to as a “clearness committee”
where a group of older, wise people ask
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questions of someone considering a life
choice. Shotsberger uses this concept in his
life, calling it “clearness committee moments,” which occurred at critical junctures
in his life. He looks back as his life from high
school to present day, seeing where he potentially missed some of those moments,
and others where his awareness helped in
understanding God’s will for the
particular situation.
Being an older person, reading this book
caused me great introspection. If throughout
my life, I had been looking for those clearness committee moments, where would I be
today? Would everything be different? In
looking back, I could see where I deliberately made choices out of God’s will, but with
His grace, He continued to give me what
Shotsberger calls “redirects,” to get me back
on the intended path.
Whether you are a young person trying to
figure out your career options or a retiree
like me, we all want to find “the place where
our deep gladness meets the world’s deep
need.” Moments that Matter, provides insight into hearing God’s voice in the cacophony of distractions. The author offers reassurance for those of us who have made
wrong choices that through God’s grace,
nothing in life is wasted.
(NOTE: Confession- I actually copied and
pasted this from amazon.com, as I wrote the
review for amazon.)
In His service,
Kathy Shaffer

April
2021
He is not here . HE has RISEN! Just as HE said…..
Matthew28:6
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Easter Sunday 4

5

Office Closed

11

12

7pm—Deacon
Meeting

18

19

10am-Staff Mtg

13

6:30pm—Pastor
Search Committee
Meeting

20

6:30pm—Pastor
Search Committee
Meeting

26

10am– Staff Mtg

Thursday

6

7pm—Property
Management Meeting
6:30pm-Pastor
Search Committee

10am– Staff Mtg

25

Wednesday

27

6:30pm– Pastor
Search Committee
meeting

7

10am—Prayer Quilters

14

Friday

Saturday

1

Good Friday 2

3

8

9

10

16

17

7pm—Finance Mtg

15

10am—Prayer Quilters

8am-Noon—Church
Workday

6:30pm-Church Conference

21

22

23

29

30

10am—Prayer Quilters

28

10am—Prayer Quilters

24

