Volume 65, Issue 12

- “Keeping the people informed”

The Spiral

PITTSBORO BAPTIST CHURCH

THE PASTOR’S DESK

December 2021

“A Message from the Manger”
I know in my last Spiral article I said that I was not a fan of Christmas decorations coming up so early in the year, but I want you to know that I have had a
change of heart… sort of. In our home every single day of the year on a table
at the front door, we have a Nativity scene set up. We have been adding to
the Nativity set every year for many years as a family. When I see a Nativity
scene at Christmas
time, my mind immediately goes to my experiences in Israel (2018
and 2020) when we
visited The Church of
the Nativity in Bethlehem. This is the traditional site believed to
be where Jesus was
born. More than two
million visitors come to
Bethlehem every year.
The church that rests
over the cave (or stable/manger) is the oldest place continuously used as a place of worship in the world (built in the
early 300s BC). The church building is breathtaking, but what’s underneath is
what will change your life forever. Underneath the old church building is the
cave that is widely believed to be the place where Jesus was born. It is well
worth the wait!
When we came down into the cave in Bethlehem to stand in what is widely
celebrated and believed to be the birthplace of Jesus, we worshiped. Some
people just sit and soak the moment in. Some are relieved that they are getting to see the place. Others quickly pass through as they check it off their
bucket list of places visited while on their trip. We worshiped. We read the
Scripture that shared of the birth of Christ. We sang “Silent Night.” As we
sang, others sang with us from all over the world. It’s truly amazing that people from different nations, tribes, and tongues know the familiar tune of
“Silent Night.” I received a glimpse of what heaven will be like that day in
Bethlehem. Many of us wept as we thanked God for the precious and perfect
gift He gave us so that we could be saved.
I remember our last visit there. Our guide, George, powerfully described the
historical significance of the site and passionately proclaimed the truth of the
Gospel as we waited for admittance into the cave. I remember very well how
reverent people were inside the church. Thousands of people from all over the
world were there that day. As we began our journey into the cave, our guide
shared this powerful truth. He said, “While we cannot be one hundred percent
certain that this is the precise place where Jesus was born, we can rejoice in
knowing that our Savior was in fact born here in Bethlehem in a manger to
save the world from their sins.” He would later express that there are many
who visit The Church of the Nativity who believe that Jesus was a good teacher, citizen, miracle worker, prophet, or religious figure… but not the Son of
God. But the sacred grounds on which we stood shared a different message.
(Continued on next page)
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F R O M T H E P A ST O R ’ S D E S K - CONTINUED
In God’s Word, we read “For unto you is born this day in the city of David (Bethlehem) a Savior,
which is Christ the Lord” (KJV). The birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem is one of the most monumental moments in the history of the universe. Everything that we believe as Christians about
salvation, eternity, the Gospel, and
the church’s mission hinges on the
moment that God sent His Son Jesus to earth to be born of a virgin
in the lowly manger in the small
city of Bethlehem.
There is something powerful and
life-changing about Bethlehem. It’s
not about the city that has been
written, preached, and sung
about… it’s still a very small place.
It’s not the tourism, shops, and hotels. It’s not the beautiful and majestic churches that are built there
or even the revered spots that have
been marked and preserved to remember the events leading up to
the birth of Christ. What makes the
place of Bethlehem so powerful is
what was given to us there over
2,000 years ago. There, “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). There, “the

time had fully come, and God sent His Son…to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4-5). There, Mary would “give birth to a son” naming him
“Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). In Bethlehem on that
first Christmas, “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

You don’t have to be in Bethlehem to receive the gift that was given to the world that night in
the manger. God gave us His Son so that our sins could be forgiven, that our hearts could be
set free, and that life could be given and experienced for eternity. Please share the Gospel this
Christmas! I know you will want to celebrate with family, hang ornaments on your Christmas
trees, watch Christmas movies, and exchange gifts. These are always special times! But the
greatest gift of Christmas will always be Jesus. Merry Christmas to you and your family. We are
so excited to be with you at Pittsboro Baptist Church. We cannot express enough our deepest
appreciation for all you have done to make our move here a joy. God bless you.

Pastor Peter
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Are you looking for a new family tradition?

Join us!

December 10th at 5:00pm

We will meet in the fellowship hall and then travel to a local
neighborhood to carol, return to warm up with hot chocolate
and Christmas goodies.
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On November 14, Rev. Allan Blume delivered his last sermon as interim pastor to
Pittsboro Baptist Church. Since July 2019, Rev. Blume has shepherded the congregation through the pastor search process as well as unchartered waters presented by the
COVID-19 global pandemic.
During the morning service, Assistant Deacon Chair Don Dodson presented Blume
with a quartz globe paperweight, recognizing Blume’s heart for missions. Pastor Blume
was also the recipient of two Cashion fishing rods, one for him and one for his
son, Jeremy.
A reception was held in the Fellowship Hall after the worship service, where everyone
had the opportunity to personally speak with Pastor Blume and his wife, Pam.
In October 2021, Rev. Blume was appointed to serve as Interim Editor of the Biblical
Recorder. Prior to joining us at PBC, he had served as full-time editor of the Biblical
Recorder until retiring from the job.

When in town, Pastor Blume has promised to continue to worship with us at PBC.

Rev. Blume delivers his final
sermon as interim Pastor.
“God is Able: The New
Testament’s Story”
Ephesians 3:20-21

Pam Blume and
Rev. Allan Blume
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Asst. Deacon
Chair Don Dodson
presents gift to
Rev. Allan Blume.
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Children’s Minister Jennifer Cashion
presents two Cashion fishing rods to
Pastor Blume in gratitude for
his service.

The PBC congregation enjoyed
food and fellowship at the
reception honoring Rev. Blume
and his wife, Pam.
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Senior Adults are invited to the
3L’s Covered Dish Christmas Luncheon
Tuesday, December 7, 2019
10:30am in the Fellowship Hall
Entertainment by: PBC Preschool

Laugh, Live Longer
PBC Senior Adult Ministry, Age 55+

December 5, 2021 at 6:00pm
At the Batcheller’s House
Contact Pastor Ralph for details.
ralphsears@gmail.com

Page 8

THE SPIT
RH
AE
L S P- I “RKAELE P I-N“GK ETEHPEI N
PG
E OTPHLEE PI N
FO
EO
P LREM E D ”

Pittsboro Baptist Church
Will have a float in this year’s
Christmas Parade
December 12, 2021 at 3:00pm
Downtown Pittsboro
Please Join us!
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PBC’s Chrismons
Back in the late 1990’s, a group of
Pittsboro Baptist Church ladies
traveled to Danville Virginia to visit the Ocilla United Methodist
Church where Chrismon ornaments were first created. Upon
their return and over many
weeks, the ladies met in the PBC
library to decorate with white
beads, gold glitter, and tulle, over
a hundred pieces of Styrofoam
hand cut by the late Dave and
Sara Roberts, into various shapes
symbolizing Christianity. Those
beautiful crosses, lambs, doves,
angels, and Greek monograms
still grace the PBC Christmas tree.
While most of those ladies are still
part of our church family, some
have gone onto their heavenly reward. We appreciate and enjoy
the legacy they all leave.

PBC’s new Christmas Tree was generously
donated to the church by a parent from
the Pittsboro Baptist Preschool.
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The Story Behind the Song:

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy which will be to all people.” Luke 2:10
Upon his conversion, Charles Wesley immediately began writing hymns, each one
packed with doctrine, all of them exhibiting strength and sensitivity, both beauty and
theological brawn. He wrote constantly, and even on horseback his mind was flooded
with new songs. He often stopped at houses along the road and ran in asking for “pen
and ink.”
He wrote over 6,000 hymns during his life, and he didn’t like people tinkering with the
words. In one of his hymnals, he wrote: “I beg leave to mention a thought which has
been long upon my mind, and which I should long ago have inserted in the public papers, had I not been unwilling to stir up a nest of hornets. Many gentlemen have done
my brother and me (though without naming us) the honor to reprint many of our hymns.
Now they are perfectly welcome to do so, provided they print them just as they are. But
I desire they would not attempt to mend them, for they are really not able. None of
them is able to mend wither the sense or the verse. Therefore, I must beg of them
these two favors: wither to let them stand just as they are, to take things for better or
worse, or to add the true reading in the margin, or at the bottom of the page, that we
may no longer be accountable wither for the nonsense or for the doggerel of
other men.”
But one man did the church a great favor by polishing up one of Charles’ best loved
hymns. When Charles was 32, he wrote a Christmas hymn that began:
Hark, how all the welkin rings,
“Glory to the King of kings;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
Universal nature say,
“Christ the Lord is born to-day!”
The word “welkin” was an old English term for “the vault of heaven.” It was Charles’
friend, evangelist George Whitefield, who, when he published this carol in his collection
of hymns in 1753, changed the words to the now-beloved, “Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing.”
(Copied from Then Sings My Soul by Robert J. Morgan)
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Wishing you and your loved
ones a truly blessed Christmas.
May the joy of the birth of Christ be with you and your
families today and throughout the coming year!

From all the staff at PBC
Pastor Peter, Pastor Ralph,
Jennifer, Pam & Archie

3

Doris Griffin
Morgan Crutchfield
Charlie & Wanda Hudgins ♥
Richard & Martha Brigman ♥
14 Diane Braswell
Wanda Hudgins
15 Kelly Kivette
Katie Scheffler
Peter & Tara McDonald ♥

16 Brittany Lasater
Munro & Beth Parker ♥
20 Luke Jurius
21 Rebecca Kelly
22 Leslie Wilkins
24 Betty Jean Whitt
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Thank you to those Serving!
Ushers
Frank Jurius, Jimmy Griffin,
Aaron Kivette & Don Dodson

Greeters
Jay & Judy Beaver
December 5

Hunter & Hannah Brown

December 12

Ashley Batcheller & Jennifer Davis

December 19

Collin & Amber Kilpatrick

December 26

Tara & Jenna Smith

December 5

Jennifer Cashion

December 12

Jennifer Cashion

December 19

Jennifer Cashion

December 26

Jennifer Cashion

December 5

Maria Powers, Adam Melton & Luke Christian

December 12

Jennifer Davis, Carole Sanders & Luke Christian

December 19

Adam Melton & Luke Christian

December 26

Maria Powers & Luke Christian
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by Francine Rivers
Author Francine Rivers once created her own
"God Box" for talking with God. Whenever
something was
bothering Rivers she
would write a prayer
about it and slip it in
her decorated cardboard box. It was
this personal God
Box that gave her
the idea for writing
this compelling
Christmas story
Take a break from decorating and cooking and
about a foster child
enjoy a book from the Pittsboro Baptist
named Timmy
Church Library that will give you pause to rewhose only valued
flect the true many of Christmas. Katherine
possession is a
Paterson’s book is perfect for a family-time
shoebox. His foster parents, a young Christian
read, while The Shoe Box, a novella, is short
couple, are of course curious about this 6-year
but has a big message. For the theological
-old's mysterious box. What could be inside?
perspective, read David Jeremiah’s Why the
But knowing that his privacy is one of the few
Nativity?
things Timmy has left, they decide not to pry.
Rivers uses the backdrop of Timmy's foster
A Midnight Clear
family, church community, and the dedication
by Katherine Paterson
of his birth mother to illustrate what Christian
Much-loved author Katherine Paterson illumi- faith can do. The Christmas pageant finale is a
nates the true mean- true heart warmer for all believers.
ing of Christmas in
(copied from goodreads.com)
twelve modern-day
stories written over
Why the Nativity? 25 Compelling Reathe years for her hus- sons We Celebrate the Birth of Jesus
band, a pastor, to
by David Jeremiah
read to his congrega- Every year, millions of people around the
tion on each Christglobe celebrate Christmas. But what does it all
mas Eve. A man driv- mean?
ing to see his dying
• Why did God choose a young virgin named
father picks up a
Mary and a simple carpenter named Joseph to
young hitchhiker who bring his only Son into the world?
attempts to rob him; a
proud and lonely wid- • Why was the Son of God born in a lowly
ow is befriended by a manger in a small town called Bethlehem?
persevering boy trying • Who was this infant named Jesus, the One
to earn a star for his
prophecies foretold would save the world from
church group; in Com- sin and suffering?
munist China, a feAnd what does this namale scholar and an old night watchman setivity story mean for us
cretly bond together to read the Bible. Whethtoday?
er depicting a child coping with disappointDrawing from both the
ment or a couple awaiting the birth of their
Old and New Testababy, all these stories present a vision of hope
ments, noted pastor
and peace harking back to that first Christmas
and theologian David
two thousand years ago.
Jeremiah provides anIt is the perfect book for families to read aloud
swers to 25 of the most
and share throughout the Christmas season
thought-provoking
and beyond. Noted for her award-winning chilquestions surrounding
dren’s books, Katherine Paterson again celethe most pivotal mobrates the tenacity of the human spirit.
ment in human histo(copied katherinepaterson.com)
ry―the birth of Jesus
Christ. (Copied from

amazon.com)
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December 5

9-9:30a.m.
Judy Beaver

10-10:30a.m.
Barbara Jones

December 12

Cindy Springle

Susie Griffin

December 19

Kathy Shaffer

Kathy Shaffer

December 28

Roderick Parker

Roderick Parker

Join Us

And Communion at
4:00pm
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December 2021
A Christmas Prayer

Lord, we pause here in the midst of the busyness and excitement of Christmas
To Thank You for coming low as a baby in a Bethlehem manger
To rescue us from sin and to offer us salvation.
Your gift to us is greater than any present wrapped and placed under a tree.
We thank You and worship You and commit to seeking You first
This day. This Season. This year.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

9

10

11

17

18

10:00am - Women’s
Bible Study
5:00pm - Children’s
Ministry practice
7:00pm - Sanctuary
Choir Practice

5
Q&A 2022 Budget
following church service today

6
10:00am-Staff Meeting

7
10:30am -3L’s Coverdish

10:00am-Prayer Quilter 5:30pm - Women’s
Christmas Gathering
6:30pm - Called Conference
7:30pm - Sanctuary
Choir practice

6pm-Youth Christmas
Party at the Batcheller’s House
12

13
10:00am-Staff Meeting

19

20

8

14

15

5:00pm - Christmas
Caroling

16

7:00pm-Property Mgmt 10:00am-Prayer Quilter

21

10:00am-Staff Meeting

22

11:00am-Lunch Break
Mission

23

10:00am-Prayer Quilter

24
Office Closed
4:00pm Christmas Eve
Service (Lord’s Supper)

26

27
Office Closed

28

29
10:00am-Prayer Quilter

30

31
Office Closed

CHRISTMAS 25

