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PITTSBORO BAPTIST CHURCH

THE PASTOR’S DESK

OCTOBER 2021

New Pastor Coming!
The Pastor Search Committee has been committed to honoring the Lord by finishing their assignment prayerfully, diligently and thoroughly. Everyone in the
church was part of this process from the beginning. The membership nominated five members, elected them, prayed for them, gave them input and supported them as the committee invested countless hours of their time to find the
pastor God has prepared to lead Pittsboro Baptist Church forward. Their challenging responsibility is coming to a conclusion with the announcement that a
candidate is coming in October.
Please read the details of the candidate’s visit elsewhere in this newsletter. Plan
to be part of this exciting weekend.
This is the transition that I have been working toward since you asked me to
serve as your transitional interim pastor 26 months ago. Calling a new pastor
introduces a time of excitement and anticipation. Let me suggest a few ways
you can help the church serve God with unity and purpose.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Welcome your new pastor in specific and tangible ways.
Pray for your new pastor and his family daily.
Be patient with him. He will need time to get to know you and to become
familiar with the culture of the church and the community.
Listen to him. God put him there for a reason. He will be your spiritual
shepherd.
Find ways to show your pastor that you love him and support him. He will
love you and lead you to fulfill your biblical calling.
Send an email, text or card occasionally to let your pastor know how a
sermon has strengthened your walk with God.
Don’t listen to gossip about your pastor or anyone else.
Be a faithful church member,
not a spectator. Every bornagain believer is part of the
body of Christ, and everyone is
important to the mission.
Be willing to serve wherever you
are needed in order to fulfill the
mission of the church.

God bless you as seek the will of
God to reach your community,
state, nation and the world with the
gospel of Jesus Christ! I’m praying
for you.
Allan Blume

THE SPIT
RH
AE
L S P- I “RKAELE P I-N“GK ETEHPEI N
PG
E OTPHLEE PI N
FO
EO
P LREM E D ”

Page 2

The Pastor Search Committee is Pleased to Announce That It Has a Candidate!
After countless hours of work and prayer, the Committee believes it has identified the senior
pastor that the Lord has for Pittsboro Baptist Church.
The pastor and his family we be presented to the staff, deacons, and congregation over the
weekend of October 15-17th.
Please save the dates and mark your calendars for the following church-wide events:

Saturday, October 16, 1:00-4 :00 pm

Ice Cream Social at the 902 Property
-The entire congregation is invited to meet the pastor and his family while enjoying ice
cream, games, face painting, and music.
-An information sheet on the candidate will be provided for church members to read
about his background, education, and ministry.
-This is the only time that he will be available to the general congregation for questions
and answers. Please make every effort to drop in during this time frame.
-The pastor candidate looks forward to meeting as many of you as possible in this fun,
informal setting!

Sunday, October 17, 10:30 am

Worship Service and Preaching
-The candidate will preach for Sunday morning worship service.
-Immediately following the service, there will be a confidential ballot vote to accept
the pastor.
The Search Committee hopes that you make plans to attend these important and
exciting events!
Please continue to pray for the candidate, his family, and the church body as we move forward
in calling the next pastor for Pittsboro Baptist Church.
To God be the glory,
The Pastor Search Committee
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Help and encouragement after the death of a spouse, child, family member, or friend.
What to Expect
GriefShare is a support group that meets weekly. You’ll find a warm, caring environment and
will come to see your group as an oasis on your long journey through grief. There are three
key parts to your GriefShare experience:

Video seminar – Encouraging, information packed videos featuring leading grief recovery experts.

Support group – Small group discussion about the weekly video content
Workbook – Journaling and personal study exercises that reinforce the weekly session
topics.

When & Where
GriefShare meets at Pittsboro Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, Sunday afternoons,
2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Cost

There is a $20 fee to participate in a GriefShare cycle (orientation + thirteen seminars) Scholarships are available.

Seminar Topics and Calendar
Orientation (one hour)
August 22
Is This Normal?
August 29
Challenges of Grief
September 5
The Journey of Grief- Part One
September 12
The Journey of Grief- Part Two
September 19
Grief and Your Relationships
September 26
Why?
October 3
Guilt and Anger
October 10
Complicating Factors
October 17
Stuck
October 24
Lessons of Grief – Part 1 & 2
October 31
Surviving the Holidays
November 7
Heaven
November 14
What Do I Live for Now?
November 21
You are welcome to begin attending our GriefShare group at any point. Each session is “selfcontained,” so you do not have to attend in sequence. You will be able to pick up any sessions
you missed in our next 13- week cycle.

How to Sign-up

Telephone the Pittsboro Baptist Church office at 919.542.2986, sign up at the back table
or contact:
Julie LoRusso
julie@jilcpa.com
336.202.7321 (cell)
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2021 VBS Kids Make Donation to Chatham Habitat for Humanity
It was a Tuesday morning in June, the second day of 2021 Vacation Bible School (VBS) at
Pittsboro Baptist Church (PBC). Upon arrival, each child walked down the aisle to the front of
the sanctuary to give their gift. Some carried plastic bags filled with quarters, nickels, and
dimes; some carried all the coins their palms could hold, while others had folded bills or even
a Lowe’s gift card handed to them by their parents. The boys emptied their money in the
large water bottle on the left and the girls placed their coins in the bottle on the right.
The day before, the children had learned that they could show Jesus’ love by giving to others.
During their mission class, they learned about Chatham Habitat for Humanity, an organization
that helps people without homes build houses. They also learned that it takes a lot of money
to build a house, but every penny would be a help. Help, the children did. Their
quarters, dimes, and nickels added up to $1,007.00!
“I was surprised by the amount,” said PBC Children’s Minister Jennifer Cashion, “but then
again I wasn’t. Every year, our VBS children and their parents give generously to our
mission projects.
“Last year, our VBS was held virtually due to COVID. This year, we intentionally limited our
registration numbers, again due to COVID. We usually have 175-200 kids filling our sanctuary,
but this year we had 138 kids registered,” Cashion said. “My expectations for the
missions donations were lowered because it has been such a challenging year, but the
children, as they usually do, exceeded all expectations.”
According to Cashion, the annual mission projects usually reflect the VBS theme which for this
year was Concrete and Cranes. “We focused our week on building on Jesus’ love as the foundation of our lives. Habitat for Humanity fit perfectly into that theme,” she explained. In addition, to Habitat for Humanity, the VBS participants also made donations of work gloves to
Baptist on Mission Disaster Recovery and food items to CORA.

Carson Cashion, on behalf of Pittsboro Baptist Church 2021
Vacation Bible School’s participants, presents a check to Roderick
Parker and Anna Spears, representing Chatham Habitat for Humanity.
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NEW OPPORTUNITY
In October, a new chapter of the Boys and Girls Club of America will be starting at
Horton School for local families. Karl Shaffer has been in contact with the local individuals who have been instrumental in obtaining a charter for Pittsboro. Traci Newby was
recently hired as the director for the local club. Several PBC members have expressed
an interest in volunteering. There is no set schedule for volunteers; you may show up
as able, and/or sign up for specific
topical items that the director will
set in the future. This is mostly an
after school program, but there
may be some brief early morning
times as well. No specific commitment is necessary, just a willingness to help our local young people with tutoring, mentorship, and
love. The ONLY requirement to
become a volunteer is to complete
a volunteer application and submit it to the organization for a background check. If
you are interested in submitting an application to volunteer, please contact any of the
following PBC ministry leaders: Ralph Sears, Jenny Sears, Jennifer Cashion, and
Matt Cashion.

October 13, 2021
Quarterly Church Conference
at 6:30pm
In the Fellowship Hall
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UPDATES FROM THE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Thanks to all who have been working at the church to keep our facility clean and maintained.
Many of you are working behind the scenes and at workdays so a big thank you. We will likely
have another church-wide workday this fall. Stay tuned for that.
If you notice any items that need attention, please tell any member of the Property Management Committee, any staff, and/or leave the request with Pam. Leave your name and number
in case there are any questions.
By now our new chairs have likely arrived. These chairs are for use in the fellowship hall and
should aid in our comfort. Thanks to Jimmy Griffin for coordinating this effort. If anyone wishes
to borrow chairs and/or tables for ministry or private events, that is still an available option but
we only want the metal folding chairs out for loan, not the new cushioned chairs; and only the
rectangular tables out for loan, not the round ones. As always, please check with Pam or the
Property Management Committee before borrowing items from the church fellowship hall.
There has been some interest among some church members to think about our future transportation needs. One of these ideas is to sell our church bus and replace it with smaller passenger vans (15 person capacity). The reasons supporting this thought are two-fold. 1) We can get
a van with handicap accessibility/lift/etc. 2) This will negate the need to have a commercially
licensed driver (we are very deficient in this area). The point of mentioning this at this time is
that we want full and very deliberate thoughts on these ideas. There are positive and negative
factors to both. Further, pending what our current bus is worth, it may be desirable to keep it,
even if we get a smaller passenger van. Any and all ideas are on the table. Since this is a significant decision in our church, we want to get the ideas out there for input before we ever
bring it to a business meeting. Even so, there is absolutely no rush on making any decisions
about this issue. So please pray over this and offer your thoughts to the Property Management
Committee as you see fit. All thoughts are welcome and desired.
The chest freezer in the fellowship hall closet finally passed away. At the next general business
meeting, we will discuss the need to replace it. Anyone wishing to use the carcass of the old
freezer as a yard ornament is welcome to it. It resides at 902, in the woods, near the deer
and squirrels.
Thank you ,

The Property Management Committee
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Join us
October 10, 2021
At 5:30pm in the Sanctuary
For an Hour of Prayer
Dear PBC Family,
Please plan to join us October 10th @ 5:30pm in the sanctuary for our
PBC Hour of Prayer. We will be praying fervently for our next pastor and
his family, Judgement House, as well as for each other.

“Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask
for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or
three come together in my name, there am I with them.”
Matthew 18:19-20
In His Service,
PBC Prayer Team
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The Story Behind the Song:

My Faith Looks Up to Thee
But rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is
revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. 1 Peter 4:13
In the early 1830’s, Lowell Mason moved to Boston from Savannah, where for sixteen
years he had worked in a bank while directing church choirs on the side. In relocating
to Boston, he wanted to focus exclusively on his musical interests. Soon he was directing three choirs, publishing hymns, compiling a songbook, and trying to get music
education in the Boston Public.
One day in 1832, he bumped into Ray Palmer. Palmer, 24, was exhausted. For years,
he had burned the candle on both ends, working as a clerk in a dry goods store, attending classes at Yale, teaching at a girl’s school in New York City, and preparing for
the ministry.
Now, Mason wanted Palmer to write for him, to compose some hymns for his
projected hymnbook.
Palmer, too tired to produce anything new, hesitatingly opened his little leather journal
and showed Mason a poem he had written two years before. It was a personal prayer
for renewed zeal and courage, composed in his rented room one night in 1830 when
he had felt sick, tired, and lonely.
He later explained that he had wept that winter’s evening upon finishing this poem:
“The words for these stanzas were born out of my own soul with very little effort,” he
said. “I recall that I wrote the verses with tender emotion. There was not the slightest
thought of writing for another eye, least of all writing a hymn for Christian worship.”
After reading the words, Mason ducked into a nearby store for a piece of paper and
hurriedly copied them down. That evening in his studio, he poured over this poem,
hammering out the perfect tune for it. Shortly after, the two men met again and
Mason told the young man, “Mr. Palmer, you may live many years and do many good
things, but I think you will be best known to posterity as the author of ‘My Faith Looks
Up to Thee.’”
Lowell Mason was right. Ray Palmer did go on to do many good things and to write
many fine hymns. But he is remembered by posterity for his first hymn, one written
before he had even entered the ministry.
(Copied from Then Sings My Soul by Robert J. Morgan)
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10 Karl Shaffer
Dennis & Miranda May ♥
11 Roderick & Katherine Parker ♥
Wayne & Tina Phillips ♥
Pastor Allan Blume
Preston Dietrich
12 Frank Jurius
16 Tracie Christian
Collin Kilpatrick
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17 Darby Powers
Ashley Batcheller
Easton Brown
21 Kevin Mitchell
22 Hunter Brown
28 Matt Cashion
Olivia Melton
29 Todd & Jenice Walton ♥
31 Daniel Sanders
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Ushers
Ken Haynes, Jimmy Davis,
Jimmy Griffin & Karl Shaffer

Greeters
Jimmy & Susie Griffin
October 3

Ashley Batcheller & Jennifer Davis

October 10

Amber & Collin Kilpatrick

October 17

Cari Jurius & Melissa Harshman

October 24

Tara & Jenna Smith

October 31

Hannah & Hunter Brown

October 3

Jennifer Cashion

October 10

Jennifer Cashion

October 17

Jennifer Cashion

October 24

Jennifer Cashion

October 31

Jennifer Cashion
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terrible injustice. But Cadi doesn’t know
that the sin eater is seeking as well. Before their journeys are over, Cadi and the
sin eater must face themselves, each other, and the One who will demand everything from them in exchange for the answers they seek. (copied from amazon.com)

Bridge to Haven

In this riveting saga of temptation, grace,
and unconditional love, the New York
Times bestselling author of Redeeming
For nine years, Francine Rivers, was a suc- Love and The Masterpiece delivers
cessful romance novelist winning numer- big-canvas storytelling at its very best.
ous awards for her books in the general
market. In 1986, she became a “bornTo those who matter in 1950s Hollywood,
again” Christian and soon thereafter wrote Lena Scott is the hottest rising star to hit
Redeeming Love as her statement of faith. the silver screen since Marilyn Monroe.
The book, which takes place during the
Few know her real name is Abra. Even
California Gold Rush is a retelling of the
fewer know the price she’s paid to finally
biblical story of Gomer and Hosea and is
feel like she’s somebody.
considered to be a “classic work of Christian fiction.” Since Redeeming Love, Fran- To Pastor Ezekiel
cine has published numerous, award win- Freeman, Abra
ning, best-selling Christian-themed novels. will always be the
For October, the Pittsboro Baptist Church little girl who stole
Library is featuring three of her books,
his heart the night
available for check-out. Stop by the library he found her, a
next Sunday!
wailing newborn
abandoned under
The Last Sin Eater
a bridge on the
In the misty peaks and valleys of Appala- outskirts of
chia roams the sin eater―a myth as much Haven. Zeke and
as a man, burdened with absolving the
his son, Joshsins of villagers
ua―Abra’s closest
passing from this friend―watch her
life to the next.
grow into an exotBut when a young ic beauty. But
girl uncovers the
Zeke knows the circumstances surrounddark secret behind ing her birth have etched scars deep in
the tradition, she her heart, scars that leave her vulnerable
vows to show her to a fast-talking charmer who lures her to
village the truth.
Tinseltown.
All that matters for
young Cadi Forbes
is finding the one
man who can set
her free from the
sin that plagues
her, the sin that
has stolen her mother’s love from her and
made Cadi wish she could flee life and its

Hollywood feels like a million miles from
Haven, and naive Abra quickly learns
what’s expected of an ambitious girl with
stars in her eyes. But fame comes at a
devastating price. She has burned every
bridge to get exactly what she thought she
wanted. Now all she wants is a way back
home. (copied from amazon.com)
(continued on next page)

THE SPIT
RH
AE
L S P- I “RKAELE P I-N“GK ETEHPEI N
PG
E OTPHLEE PI N
FO
EO
P LREM E D ”
And the Shofar Blew.

Page 13

that something isn’t right . . . and it hasn’t
been for a long time.

In the Old Testament, God called His people to action with the blast of the shofar, a The more Paul’s zeal and ambition builds,
ram’s horn. He still calls His people today. the more he loses sight of the One who
called him. As Paul and those around him
In this relevant and timely novel, dynamic struggle to discern what it truly means to
live out their faith, they must ultimately
young preacher
Paul Hudson is com- choose between their own will and God’s
plan. (copied from goodreads.com)
mitted to building
his church—but at
what cost? When
Paul accepted the
call to pastor the
struggling church,
he had no idea
what to expect. But
it didn’t take long
for Paul to turn
Centerville Christian
Church around.
Attendance is up,
way up, and everything is going so
well. If only his wife, Eunice, could see it
that way. Still, he tries not to let her quiet
presence distract him. But Eunice knows

October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24
October 31

9-9:30a.m.

10-10:25a.m.

Judy Beaver
Cindy Springle
Kathy Shaffer
Roderick Parker
Kathy Shaffer

Barbara Jones
Susie Griffin
Kathy Shaffer
Roderick Parker
Kathy Shaffer

October 2021
An Autumn Prayer
Father, the trees are ablaze with your glory. The seasons change, but you never do. You are always beautiful, in
the green and freshness of spring as in the golds and reds and chills of autumn. Make me like you. Let my life reflect your beauty. Season after season. As the calendar of my life turns and turns and turns. The trees are letting
go of this year’s foliage. Help me let go of both blessings and burdens, and surrender them both to your loving care.
Fallen leaves pattern the ground with variety. So design my own fallings and failings into whatever design will please
you most. In Jesus’ name, I pray.
Amen.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

World Communion Sunday3

9:30am - Sunday School
10:30am - Sunday Service
2:30pm - GriefShare

10

9:30am - Sunday School
10:30am - Sunday Service
2:30pm - GriefShare

Wednesday

4

6:00pm - Judgement House Actors

11

6:00pm - Judgement House Actors

5

10:30am-3L’s

12

7:00pm - Property
Management

9:30am - Sunday School
10:30am - Sunday Service
2:30pm - GriefShare
24

9:30am - Sunday School
10:30am - Sunday Service
2:30pm - GriefShare
Judgement House
5;00pm-9:00pm
Reformation Day 31
9:30am - Sunday School
10:30am - Sunday Service
2:30pm - GriefShare

18

Saturday

1

2

8

9

15

16

7

7:00pm- Sanctuary
Choir

13

14

10:00am - Prayer
Quilters

11:00am-1:00pm
Lunch Break Missions

6:30pm - Quarterly
Church Conference

19

6:00pm - Judgement House Actors

25

Friday

6

10:00am - Prayer
Quilters

7:00pm - Deacon
Meeting

17

Thursday

20

10:00am - Prayer
Quilters

26

21

10:00am - Bible
Study
Judgement House
7;00pm-9:00pm
27

10:00am - Prayer
Quilters

28

10:00am-Bible
Study

22

Judgement House
7:00pm-10:00pm

29

1:00pm-4:00pm
Ice Cream Social
at 902 to meet
new candidate

23

Judgement House
6:00pm-10:00pm

30

