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Is Jesus Worthy?
(Acts 2:24-28): “[Jesus Christ] whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of

death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it. For David says
concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the Lord always before my face, For He is at my right
hand, that I may not be shaken. Therefore, my heart rejoiced, and my tongue
was glad; Moreover, my flesh also will rest in hope. For You will not leave my
soul in Hades, nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. You have
made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of joy in
Your presence.’”
During World War II, the US Army was forced to retreat from the Philippines.
Some of the soldiers were left behind while others became prisoners of the Japanese. The men called themselves “ghosts,” souls that were unseen by their nation, and on the infamous Bataan Death March, were forced to walk over 70
miles, knowing that those who were too slow or too weak would be murdered by
their captors or would die from lack of water and exhaustion.
Those who survived were forced to spend the next three years in a tortuous, hellish prisoner of war camp. By early 1945, 513 men were still alive, but were losing
hope. The US Army was on its way back, but prisoners of war had heard the terrifying news that prisoners were being executed as a result.

Miraculously, their wavering hope was met by one of the most magnificent rescues of wartime history. In an astonishing feat, 120 US Army soldiers and 200
Filipino guerrillas overcame and defeated 8,000 Japanese soldiers to rescue the
remaining prisoners of war.
Alvie Robbins was one of the rescuers. He describes how he found a prisoner
muttering in a darkened corner of his barracks, tears coursing down his face.
“I thought we’d been forgotten,” the prisoner said. “No, you’re not forgotten,”
Robbins said softly. “You’re heroes. We’ve come for you.”
(Continued on next page)
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Today, nearly 80 years later, the Army ROTC Department at New Mexico State University
sponsors the Bataan Memorial Death March. The memorial march includes over 9,000 marchers from all over the United States and several foreign countries walk 26.2 miles in the White
Sands Missile Range to honor those brave soldiers who fought and who died for the freedom
of millions upon millions of people around the world. The path to the starting line of the memorial march is lined with senior servicemen, many of whom are unable to walk. These are
men who had been in the actual Bataan Death March, who served our country painfully and
sacrificially. As marchers approach the starting line, they cannot ignore the men who had given so much. They are worthy servicemen, and I pray they are never forgotten.
There is a day in between Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday (Easter) that I have often
wondered about. The details of that day are not described anywhere in Scripture. Many have deemed the
day as “Silent Saturday.” I can only imagine what the
disciples felt on that Saturday. The day before was hard.
Just a week before, Jesus was coming into Jerusalem on
a donkey hearing the “Hosannas!” from throngs of people as praise was lavished on the Savior and Messiah of
the world. On Thursday, Jesus was betrayed and arrested, and on Friday… He was crucified on a cross. The
Messiah was dead. His body was beaten and bloodied.
I’m ever so curious of the disciples’ thoughts: God,

where are you? Are You angry with us? Why have you
forsaken us? We have left all to follow You… now what
are we going to do? Will they (the Romans and Jewish officials) do the same to us? Surely God
knows Jesus is dead and in the grave… why doesn’t He do something about it? Saturday is
silent. The feelings of forgottenness surely would have been felt. The tears and anguish must
have been overwhelming. Often in life we may feel some of their pain. We go through things
that tempt us to feel as if there is no hope, to feel that God has forgotten us, abandoned us to
dark and hurtful experiences… We may ask: Is there any relief? Is there any comfort? Will I

come through this season? Why doesn’t God act? Why doesn’t He help me?

Our experiences can make us feel that way, and so can our sin. We think things like: I have

hurt the heart of God… how can I ever be forgiven? I have really disappointed myself, my
loved ones…there’s no way God could ever love me after that. Is there any hope? Is there any
help?
Those silent Saturdays are deafening. What are we to do when we feel abandoned, forgotten,
and hopeless? We remember Sunday!
Saturday’s silence gave way to Sunday’s Resurrection. Jesus knew that His story would not
end in the grave (Acts 2:27). Jesus promised that He would rise again (Luke 24:7). Who is our
help? Who is our relief? Who is the One who can break the chains of sin, condemnation, and
death? JESUS, the worthy Lamb who was slain!
He was not forgotten. He is alive. You are not forgotten. Live in Him (Colossians 3:3)! Never,
ever forget that the cross and resurrection of Jesus reminds us that we are not forsaken, we
are not forgotten, and that we can be forgiven. His resurrection and the promise of His return
gives us the assurance that one day soon we too will see Him face to face. We too will be
freed forever from the dark, dangerous, and destructive patterns of this sin-filled world. And
we will behold forever the worthy Lion of Judah, the Lamb of God, and the Savior and Lord
of all.
(Continued on next page)
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We cannot ignore what Jesus has done for us. He found us when we were hopeless, lost, and
dead in our sins. He died in our place. He suffered and sacrificially gave His life on the cross
for you and for me so that we could be forgiven and freed. He welcomes you by grace and in
love if you will receive salvation from Him by faith. Worship Him as the only One worthy of
honor and glory. Your Saturday will not last forever. You have not been forgotten. Sunday is
coming. Jesus is worthy. Revelation 5:12 states, “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing!” To that,
I say “Amen!”
I look forward to celebrating Easter Sunday with you! Make plans now to come and worship
with us on April 17th. Bring your family, neighbors, and friends to worship our worthy Savior.
* The story of the Death March and Alvie Robbins is found in Hampton Sides, Ghost Soldiers:
The Forgotten Epic Story of World War II’s Most Dramatic Mission (2002)
God Bless you!

PBC Youth Ministry

It’s been a long time coming -

SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH IS BACK!
Let me introduce to you PBC Youth Encounter. Sunday nights, 5:30-7pm, we have food & fellowship, singing, Bible study, and fun & games! Our prayer is this will be a time of Encountering God
as we grow together as a group.

Come, bring a friend, and see that God is faithful, true, and good.

Psalm 68:35
O God, You are more awesome than Your holy places. The God of Israel is He who gives strength
and power to His people. Blessed be God!
Pastor Ralph
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PBC Audio Visual (AV) Ministry
I want to sincerely thank all the members of the Audio Visual (AV) Ministry for their dedication
and dependability!! They arrive at 8:30am Sunday morning for the worship team practice.
They show up for weekday evening practices, and then serve during the Sunday morning service. They also serve during the prayer service, for the preschool concerts, women’s events,
and other ministry events as needed. THANK YOU.
There are four AV stations; the Camcorder, Mixer, Center Camera & Video Switch, and the Media Shout station. The Camcorder station provides a secondary video feed to the video
switch. The Mixer provides three audio outputs, one for the sanctuary hall, one for the monitors, and one for the recorder and live stream. The Center Camera and Video Switch station
controls the main camera and chooses which video feed (camcorder, main camera or Media
Shout) is sent to the recorder and live stream. The Media Shout station sends text, and video
to the front and back screens in the sanctuary. This station also sends audio tracks to the
mixer.
The AV Ministry requires lots of hands and lots of prayer.
If you would like to volunteer to assist with any of these stations, please contact Pastor Ralph at RalphSears@gmail.com.
Pastor Ralph

PBC Missions
Acts 13:47
For so the Lord has commanded us: ‘I have set you as a light to the Gentiles, That you should
be for salvation to the ends of the earth.’
PBC’s desire is to see the lost come to know Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior. We as a
body of believers have been commanded to proclaim the Gospel with a gentle boldness.
We are currently working on opportunities to provide short-term, mission opportunities. These
will be announced in the bulletin and sent out via realm. All ages can participate.

Be on the lookout!
Psalm 118:26
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! We have blessed you from the house of
the Lord.
Pastor Ralph
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Sweet and Savory Memories
Each month of 2022, Pittsboro Baptist Church’s 175th Celebration Year, The Spiral will
include a recipe from an old PBC cookbook. Marilyn Tyndall, who has all the PBC
cookbooks printed since 1971, selected the recipes. In addition, current church members’ memories about the recipe’s “authors” will also be included.
Chocolate Fudge Pie

Shared by Mrs. Mary Lillian Dixon
Melt 1 stick of butter
Add:

1 c. sugar
¼ cup cocoa
¼ cup flour

1 tsp. vanilla
pinch of salt
2 eggs

Put in unbaked pie shell. Bake 30 minutes at 350 degrees.
Reprinted from A Book of Favorite Recipes compiled by the Myrtle Brewer Sunday
Mary Lillian
You know you have left a meaningful legacy when the first words
people say about you are, “sweet.” Mary Lillian Dixon came to Pittsboro Baptist Church when she married Nesbitt Dixon. In Nesbitt’s
self-published The Life and Memories of Nesbitt Dixon, you can
read the details of their courtship and life together.
Nesbitt was serving in the Navy during World War II and writing
back home to two women, both of whom he confessed he loved.
That changed when he received a letter from Mary Lillian ending
with, “I will be thinking of you. Love, Mary Lillian.” Her previous letters had been signed with, “A friend.” His life was changed by the
word, “love.” He held on to that letter for his remaining days.
Nesbitt recalled that on December 31, 1945, “Mary Lillian said I
Nesbitt & Mary Lillian Dixon
could be at her wedding.” They got married September 7, 1946
On their wedding day
at Green Level Church. The couple had three children, twins
Glenda and Brenda, and later Vivian. Brenda lived for eight
days. Glenda is a current PBC member while daughter Vivian married and lives in Oxford.
Mary Lillian and Nesbitt had a long happy life together filled with humor. Patsy Johnson recalls
the two arguing which one had the prettiest quilt, as each of them had
been the recipient of a prayer quilt from the church ministry.
“Mary Lillian was such a sweet and special lady. She was always friendly,
loving and appreciative. Every time I saw her, she had a compliment for
me,” said Sue Devinney.
In addition to being a member of the Willing Workers Class, Mary Lillian
was a member of the senior ministry, The 3Ls. She passed away in 2011
at the age of 89. Nesbitt joined her in heaven the following year. He
was 91 years old.
The Dixons with daughter Glenda
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The Lunch Break Mission Group will be collecting spaghetti sauce and pasta
(spaghetti, lasagna, macaroni) for the Baptist Children’s Home Annual Food Roundup
during the month of April. A box will be in the Fellowship Hall for donations beginning
Sunday April 3. Please check the expiration dates because expired items cannot be accepted. Donations of gift cards (Wal-Mart, Sam's Club, Food Lion, Lowes, Piggly Wiggly) will be accepted as they are used for buying perishables and items needed that
are not received.
When we participate in the Food Roundup each year we are helping to ensure
BCH’s caregivers can provide three meals a day plus snacks to everyone they serve.

Baptism Sunday will be Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022.
What a special time for our church to be a part of a
believer’s journey. If you are prepared to take this next
step through baptism, please let Pastor Peter know.
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Are you and your family interested in joining our church
family? Have you recently joined and need to know more
about our church? Pastor Peter will lead a class on Sunday, April 10th during Sunday School for all interested
participants. To sign up please contact the church office
at pbccontactus@gmail.com or 919-542-2986.

Join us for PBC’s
Hour of Prayer
April 10, 2022 at 5:30pm
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SAVE THE DATES
PBC’s Community Block Party
Saturday, April 2nd at 10:00am - Community invite - We walk
around Pittsboro to invite the community.
Saturday, April 9th from Noon until 3:00pm, Tailgating in the
parking lot. Food, Fun and Fellowship
See Danny Braswell if you want to be involved.

Join us for our Easter Choir Program
April 10 in our Worship Service
“Is He Worthy”
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Moments that Mattered in April
Each month during 2022 in recognition of the 175th PBC Anniversary, we will
feature random notable events that occurred during that month over the years.
April 6, 1958
Easter Community Sunrise Service was held at the ballfield at 5:45a.m. Ministers of this area conducted the service.
April 15-17, 1964
Cottage Prayer Meetings were held prior to the April 19-24 revival.
James O. Mattox, pastor at First Baptist Church, Red Springs, was the guest
pastor.
April 27- May 2, 1969
The church participated in the “Crusade of Americas” revival for all churches throughout North, Central
and South America.
April 11, 1974
Maundy Thursday - Fellowship supper and communion was held, with meditation on the last seven
words of Christ given by church members.
April 14, 1974
Second Annual Community Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30a.m., was held in the church parking lot. A high
school student instrumental ensemble accompanied the Easter hymns. The Methodists Women served
coffee and doughnuts in our fellowship hall.
April 6-11, 1986
PBC joined all Southern Baptist Churches across the nation as they reached out in simultaneous revivals
throughout America using the theme, “Good News America: God Loves You.” Rev. Larry McClure was
the guest minister.
April 1992
Jane Nooe began an Outreach Bible Study at Walnut Grove Apartments. A similar outreach was begun
at the New Chatham Nursing and Rehab Center (now called The Laurels).
April 10, 1994
The Easter Sunrise Service was held jointly with the Spanish Mission.
April 1999
A weight loss/health program entitled First Place was begun in April 1999 to help those who want to
lead a more healthy lifestyle.
April 10, 2002
Tony Biancardi departed for a medical mission trip to Tibet.
April 22, 2006
Three men departed to Gulfport Mississippi for hurricane rebuilding.

April 18, 2007
Warner Eckman reported the deacons were looking at church mission statement to determine if we are
what our mission statement says that we are for the last four years. Sunday School attendance averaged 112-112-113-112; preaching attendance averaged 140-140-150-160.
April 2009
First of nine years of Musical Passion play under the direction of Debra Magee(music) and Donna Rezen
(drama). First two years the production was at PBC and the remaining seven years, the production was
at Northwood High School Auditorium. Many local churches participated with both drama and music.
April 2011
Cinderella’s Closet was held in PBC fellowship hall. The fellowship hall was set up like a dress shop,
complete with alterations available if needed. This outreach provided formalwear to girls who could not
otherwise afford to attend their high school prom. Participants came from all the high schools in the
county. Approximately 100 girls were provided new and gently used formal dresses and accessories
through generous donations.
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1
2
3
7
8
11
13

Cole Kivette
Michael Springle
John Goin
Carson Cashion
Brooks Batcheller
Jonathan Harshman
Debra Lasater
Connie Goin
Julia Christian

15
19
22
26
30

Page 11

Rachel Brooks
Roderick Parker
Brenna Dietrich
Jimmy & Jennifer Davis ♥
Caroline Cashion
Tara Smith
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Ushers
Aaron Kivette, Frank Jurius,
Jimmy Griffin & Munro Parker

Greeters
Jay & Judy Beaver
April 3

Hannah & Hunter Brown
Tara & Jenna Smith

April 10

Ashley Batcheller & Jennifer Davis
Susan & Lily Pintuff

April 17

Cari Jurius & Melissa Harshman
Susan & Robby Bolling

April 24

Amber & Collin Kilpatrick
Kristi Pallen & Beth Parker

April 3

Erica Melton

April 10

Erica Melton

April 17

Erica Melton

April 24

Erica Melton

April 3

Maria Powers

April 10

Maria Powers

April 17

Jennifer Davis/Maria Powers

April 24
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Stand firm in the promise that you are forgiven, and you are welcome in
God’s presence.
Search the scene of the cross and listen for
God’s gentle whisper, “I did it just for you.”

The Power of the Cross: Putting It to
Work in Your Life
by Tony Evans
Easter is what makes Christianity different.
Our God as Jesus Christ overcame death to
give us the choice to live for eternity with Him.
These three authors provide different perspectives on the barbaric death of Jesus and how
His resurrection changed everything. Please
come by the Pittsboro Baptist Church Library
next Sunday and check out the books.

He Chose the Nails: What God Did to
Earn Your Heart

The cross is an historical event that can bring
us to heaven…
And a current event bringing heaven to bear
on us
In The Power of the Cross, Tony Evans applies
Christ’s work to life today.
In three parts, he systematically and pastorally
explains three aspects of the cross:

by Max Lucado

•

There were no accidents on the days surrounding Jesus’ death.
Jesus’ last moments
were not left up to
chance. God chose the
path; He selected the
nails. Our Lord planted
the trio of crosses and
painted the sign. God
was never more sovereign than in the details
of the death of His
Son. God didn’t have to
do all these things, you
know. The only required act for our salvation was the shedding of blood, yet He
did much more. So much more.

We wear crosses around our necks, but do we
apply it to our lives? Jesus’ work holds incredible power for us. It’s time we embrace it, for
God’s glory and our joy. Read The Power of
the Cross to find out how.

Its Person: What makes Christ unique, and
how He is the center of salvation history
Is your heart unsettled by the chaos of the
• Its Purpose: What was accomplished on it,
world? Are you heavy-laden with bad moand how it is to be the centerpiece of our lives
ments, mad moments, or anxious moments?
Today, rest in God’s self-giving love and leave • Its Power: The stability and deliverance it
all your troubles at the foot of the cross.
provides in our everyday living

In He Chose the Nails, New York Times bestselling author and pastor Max Lucado will help
you:

•

Learn just how much God loves and cares
for you.
• Take comfort that Jesus understands everything you face in this life.
• Remember that there’s nothing you can do
to earn God’s gift.

(Continued on next page)
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King’s Cross: Understanding the Life and
Death of the Son of God
by Timothy Keller

New York Times best-selling author and nationally renowned minister Timothy Keller unlocks
new insights into the life of Jesus Christ.

King's Cross is Timothy Keller's revelatory look

at the life of Christ as told in the Gospel of
Mark. There have been many biographies of Jesus, but few will be as anticipated as this one by
Keller, the man Newsweek calls "a C. S. Lewis
for the 21st century".
In it, Keller shows how the story of Jesus is at
once cosmic, historical, and personal, calling
each of us to look anew at our relationship with
God. Like Keller's other books, it has tremendous crossover appeal, but it is also ideal for the
faithful, those who are looking for closer connections to Jesus and Christianity.
(NOTE: All reviews copied from amazon.com)

9-9:30a.m.

10-10:30a.m.

April 3

Judy Beaver

Barbara Jones

April 10

Cindy Springle

Susie Griffin

April 17

Kathy Shaffer

Kathy Shaffer

April 24

Roderick Parker Roderick Parker

April
2022
Easter is the assurance that no matter how hopeless and dark things appear, God is alive and
actively working. Our heavenly Father births life out of death, transforms brokenness into
wholeness and shines light into darkness. In the words of the poet Christian Wiman (from
Every Riven Thing): When the time’s toxins have seeped into every cell… somehow a seed of
belief sprouts...tugged upward by light…...
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
10:00am - Community invite
2:00pm-3:30pm
- Sweetheart
Tea

9:30am-Sunday School

3

10am– Staff Mtg

4

10:30am-Worship

5
10:30am-3L’s Covered
Dish

6
8am-Men’s Bible Study
at Bojangles
10am—Prayer Quilters

5:30pm-Youth

7pm—Property Mgmt
Meeting

Palm Sunday 10
9:30am-Sunday School
and new members mtg
10:30am-Worship/
Easter Program/Lord’s
Supper

11
10am– Staff Mtg
7pm—Deacon
Meeting

7

8

9
12:00pm 3:00pm -BLOCK
PARTY

Good Friday 15

16

6:15pm Virtual EE
Training
7pm—Finance Mtg
7pm- Sanctuary
Choir

12
7pm-Budget and Finance meeting via
Zoom

10am-EE Training

13
8am-Men’s Bible Study
at Bojangles
10am—Prayer Quilters

14
10am- EE Training

11am-Lunch
Break Missions

6:15pm Virtual EE
Training

6:30pm- Quarterly
Church Conference

5:30pm - Hour of Prayer
5:30pm-Youth
Easter

17

18

19

Office Closed

20
8am-Men’s Bible Study
at Bojangles

21

22

23

28

29

30

10am- EE Training

10am—Prayer Quilters

6:15pm Virtual EE
Training

27
8am-Men’s Bible Study
at Bojangles

6:15pm Virtual EE
Training

9:30am-Sunday School
10:30am - Worship/Baptism

24
9:30am-Sunday School
10:30am-Worship
5:30pm-Youth

25
10am– Staff Mtg

26

10am—Prayer Quilters

