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February 2022 THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
 

“Every Life is Precious In His Sight”  
 
There were a couple of days in January that went by that I didn’t want to miss tak-
ing a moment to draw your attention to. The first is the Sanctity of Human Life Sun-
day, which is generally held the second or third Sunday in the month of January, 
and the second is Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day which is held the third Monday in 
January. Both days are a reminder to us that every life, made in the image of God 
(Genesis 1:27), is precious to Him.  
 
Unfortunately, we live in a culture and society that would refute such a claim. The 
very fact that the Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is remembered every year is a re-
minder that many in our country do not value every life. Since 1973, the United 
States has legalized the killing of over 62.5 million babies before they ever had a 
chance to live on the other side of their mother’s womb. Our culture calls it abortion, 
however, our God calls it murder (Proverbs 6:17).  
 
It has been 49 years since the landmark decision of the Supreme Court in the Roe 
vs. Wade trial that gave women the freedom to choose to abort their child for any 
reason without government restriction. Roughly 3,000 little lives are lost every single 
day in our country. That’s one baby every 28 seconds. It’s a modern holocaust that 
has swept across our nation. So much blood is on the hands of American people. 
Our laws, leaders, tax dollars, lack of conviction, selfishness, and failing to follow 
Christ and His Word as a nation have led us to this tragic state, but does anyone 
care? Who will stand up for these precious babies? Who will fight for their right to 
life? And who will be willing to counsel and love on their hurting, troubled, and often 
times misled mothers and fathers who think they have no other choice to but abort 
their baby?  
 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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The church has a responsibility. We have an opportunity before us to be a part of the solution. 
We can care for these families. We can be willing and available to counsel them, to pray for 
them, and to share Christ with them. We can be willing and available to offer better and safer 
alternatives rather than abortion. We can be willing to assist in foster care or even adoptive ser-
vices if the parents were not able to take care of the baby after delivery. We can be willing and 
available to offer resources that would allow the mother the opportunity to hear the baby’s 
heartbeat, have an ultrasound, or even have supplies to help them after their baby is delivered. 
We can pray for our nation and our nation’s leaders – that they would protect preborn children 
and honor the dignity in all humans. We can pray for national repentance and forgiveness for  
these grievous sins toward our Lord and one another. Every life is precious in the sight of our 
Lord, even the unborn.  
 
But it’s not just the unborn that are precious in the sight of the Lord. The homeless matter to 
God. The widowed, orphaned, elderly, the isolated, depressed, and discouraged are also pre-
cious to our Lord. No human life is worthless – no matter their background, story, race, econom-
ic status, age, or a host of other differences.  
 
Just last week, we observed Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. On the third Monday of January, 
our nation pauses to remember the life’s work and achievements of Martin Luther King, Jr., a 
Baptist minister who advocated the use of nonviolent means to end racial segregation. He was 
and remains today to be one of the most influential civil rights leaders in modern history, being a 
pivotal part of a movement that saw discrimination in public accommodations, facilities, employ-
ment, and voting ended.  
 
In my own time of reflection and study, I have particularly been reading the Scripture that God 
set apart for the nation Israel, but also for generations to follow in His Word. Did you know our 
Lord sought to protect and sanctify human life? Did you know that He desires for His people to 
honor and respect and care for every human life? He said, “You shall not murder”  
(Exodus 20:13). He said, “Do not kill the innocent and righteous” (Exodus 23:7). He called us to 
“Speak up for those who can’t speak for themselves. Speak up for the rights of all those who are 
poor” (Proverbs 31:8). He commands us to “Rescue those who are being taken away to death; 
hold back those who are stumbling to slaughter” (Proverbs 24:11). We are called to “love one 
another as I (Jesus) have loved you” (John 13:34).  
 
In commemoration of Dr. King, I watched one of my favorite movies, Remember the Titans. I’m 
sure many of you have seen this film, as it follows the true story of Coach Herman Boone, a 
newly appointed African-American coach and his Virginia high school team on their first season 
together as a racially integrated unit. It’s a great movie and thought-provoking as it challenges 
us to remember that every human life is created in the image of Almighty God. We are all fear-
fully and wonderfully made. In the film, Coach Boone takes his team on a run to the fields that 
the Battle of Gettysburg was fought. He then tells them, “Fifty thousand men died right here on 
this field, fightin’ the same fight that we’re still fightin’ amongst ourselves today. Take a lesson 
from the dead. If we don’t come together, right now, on this hallowed ground, we too will be 
destroyed – just like they were.”  
  
My brothers and my sisters, if we as believers in Jesus Christ can’t come to a place where we 
agree that every human life from birth to the latter moments of life is sacred, special, fearfully 
and wonderfully made by God… if we can’t agree that each life should be valued, protected, 
loved, and viewed as priceless, then how can we ever teach, preach, and live out a Gospel that 
says “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that WHOEVER believes 
on Him should not perish, but have everlasting LIFE”? We preach a Gospel that gives life. We 
can no longer afford to support, commend, justify, or turn a blind eye to death that comes by 
our thoughts, our words, our votes, our laws, and our actions.  
 
Our church is a church that is built upon the life-giving message of the Gospel. That message is 
rooted in love, grace, mercy, justice, service, and salvation. We should strive to be a people who 
loves our Lord and Savior, but also each other in our church, in our community, and beyond. 
Every life is precious in God’s sight. May it be said of us as well.  
 
I love each of you. God bless you.  
 

Pastor Peter  



Page 3 T H E  S P I R A L    -  “ K E E P I N G  T H E  P E O P L E  T H E  S P I R A L    -  “ K E E P I N G  T H E  P E O P L E  I N F O R M E D ”  

 

Pittsboro Baptist Preschool 

2022-2023 Enrollment 

February 21-22, 2022 

 
At Pittsboro Baptist Preschool, we seek to support the home and extend the 

ministry of the church by providing biblically based, age-appropriate education 

for preschoolers that addresses their development cognitively, socially,  

emotionally, physically and spiritually. 

 

Enrollment  for the 2022-2023 school year is open  

for all returning students, siblings, and  

PBC church members on  

February 21th at 8:00 am online. 

Enrollment opens for all new families on  

February 22th at 8:00am online.  

 

http://pittsborobaptistpreschool.org/register-now/ 

 
Please contact the preschool office if you have any  

questions or to request a tour at  

919-545-9268 or  

via email at jennifer@pittsborobaptistpreschool.org. 
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Moments that Mattered in February 
 

Each month during 2022 in recognition of the 175th PBC Anniversary, we will feature 
random notable events that occurred during that month over the years. 
 
February 10, 1952 - A dedication service was held.  Five memorial windows, the 
painting for the baptistry and the organ were all dedicated.  Rev. K. E. Bryant’s sermon 
topic was: “Dedicated to Kingdom Service.”  This occasion marked the 10th anniversary 
of Pastor K. E. Bryant’s service to the church.   
 
February 23, 1964 -First Baptist Women’s Day was held. Mrs. William Griffin brought 
the message. 
 
February 7-11, 1965 - Baptist Witness Week Special Week of Services was held.  
Speakers: Dr. Perry Crouch, General Secretary of the Baptist State Convention;  
Dr. Marse Grant, editor of The Biblical Recorder; Dr. Carlyle Campbell, President of 
Meredith College, Rev. Ernest Upchurch, Head, State Church Development BSC,  
Dr. David Mein, President, Baptist Seminary, Recife, Brazil. Each presenter told the 
work of the Baptist “denomination in witnessing for Christ in various areas of our  
present day society.”   
 
February 14, 1965 – Race Relations Sunday throughout the Southern Baptist Con-
vention was held. 
 
February 18, 1971 - PBC hosted a Red Cross Blood drive in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
February 1989 - Jay Beaver, Sammy and Randy Griffin, Fred Nooe, Elmer Bouldin 
and Jim Hix went to Jamaica to assist in rebuilding the Jamaica Baptist Assembly and 
churches destroyed by a hurricane at a cost of $600/man.   
 
February 8, 1990 - Church purchased a Kawai baby grand piano for the sanctuary. 
 
February 1992 - Carla Karst, internationally known Christian singer, gave a program 
for the youth and the congregation. 
 
February 16, 2006 - Church voted to give ownership of 11 acres of the land on Hwy 
902, the church building and the church van to the Rock of Strength Missionary His-
panic Baptist Church.  
 
February 3, 2015 - Jennifer Cashion, began work in the part-time positions of Chil-
dren’s Director and Preschool Director. 
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Children’s Ministry Tea Party 
 
 

For whatever reason, many young girls like to have tea parties 
with dolls and teddy bears. The PBC Children’s Ministry is having 
a real tea party the afternoon of April 2 for girls age four up to 
Fifth Grade.  Parents, please mark your calendars and save the 
date. We don’t want your daughter to miss this special occasion.  
Details will be forthcoming. 

 

Sweet and Savory Memories 
 

Each month of 2022, Pittsboro Baptist Church’s 175th Celebration Year, The Spiral will include a 
recipe from an old PBC cookbook.  Marilyn Tyndall, who has all the PBC cookbooks printed since 
1971, selected the recipes. In addition, current church members’ memories about the recipe’s 
“authors” will also be included.  
 
 

BRUNSWICK STEW 
Shared by Gertrude Seymour 

 
(Cook outside in black pot) 

10 lb. potatoes 
6 lb. onions 
2 lg. heads of cabbage 
6 green bell peppers 
3 gal. tomatoes 
1 old hen or 2 lg fryers 
4-5 lb. fresh pork 
4-5 lb. beef 
2 lb. dry lima beans (cooked and mashed) 
3 or 4 qt of corn 
1 lb margarine 
Salt and pepper to taste (red pepper or Texas Pete) 
Scant ½ cup sugar 

 
Cook all meats and take off bone. Save all broth. Cook dry limas and mash. Cook potatoes, 
 onions, cabbage and peppers (in pot) in water until tender. Add tomatoes. Cook several 
minutes. Add meats and broth. Cook slow. Add lima beans, corn and margarine. Add salt and 
pepper and sugar. 
 
Cook real slow until thick. Add water if it begins to thicken too quick. Can while hot or cool to 
freeze.  30 quarts 
 
Reprinted from the 1994 Pittsboro Baptist Church Cookbook complied by the Myrtle Brewer  
Sunday School Class.  
 

Note to readers: Cindy Haynes, Gertrude’s daughter, remembers her grandmother helping Ger-
trude cook the Brunswick stew while she and the other children played. In case someone needs 
a black pot to make the stew, Cindy and Ken still have the Seymours’ pot along with a big stir-
ring paddle. You are on your own at finding an old hen. 
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Gertrude Seymour 
 

Sweet tea, oatmeal cookies, and Carolina sports are the first thoughts that come to 
mind for the Beaver family when they hear the name, “Gertrude Seymour.” Jay and 
Judy Beaver, and their daughter, Jennifer Davis, moved next door to Gertrude and her 
husband, Milton in 1986. They all agreed they were great neighbors. Gertrude and  
Milton even stood in as honorary grandparents at Jennifer’s 1991 wedding. 
 
Judy recalls that every day when Jay would come home from work, he would first go 
to the Seymour house kitchen, go to the fridge, get some tea, find an oatmeal cookie, 
then go to the den to speak with 
Gertrude and Milton. “If she had 
something he wanted to eat for 
supper, he would likely stay for 
supper too. I finally told him, 
‘Jay if you are going to eat with 
Gertrude, let me know and I 
won’t cook anymore.’”  
 
Ken Haynes, who is married to 
Gertrude and Milton’s daughter, 
Cindy, says Gertrude was a great 
cook. His favorite meal from her 
was chicken casserole with a 
slice of warm cold-oven pound 
cake. Ken’s favorite memory of 
Gertrude was from the day he 
accepted Christ. “She came fly-
ing out of the choir loft, pushing people aside because she wanted to be the first one 
to speak to me.  When your mother-in-law does that, that is special.”   
 
Cindy’s favorite dish from her mom was fried chicken. Those who have had the  
pleasure of eating Cindy’s fried chicken can thank Gertrude for teaching her how to 
prepare it. 

 
Both Milton and Gertrude liked to tease peo-
ple, with Gertrude winking, pointing a finger 
and sometimes giving a pinch. One Sunday 
morning in a church hallway, Gertrude began 
pulling and snapping Mel Harmon’s suspend-
ers. To their shock, the suspenders flew off 
and hit a visiting lady standing near Mel.  
 
The Seymours loved their children, Cindy 
Haynes from Pittsboro and Andy, who now 
lives in Sanford, and also their two grandchil-
dren. Both Milton and Gertrude were dedicated 
PBC members. Milton was made an honorary 
lifetime usher. Gertrude was a member of the 
Willing Workers Class, sang in the choir, and 
helped with the Wednesday suppers. He 
passed away in 2002, while Gertrude joined 
the heavenly choir at the age of 89 in 2012. 
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Life Groups at PBC meet weekly in homes to grow in their faith, study the Word of 
God, pray, and enjoy fellowship. Our weekly Life Groups are a vital part of the commu-
nity and fellowship that we desire to see cultivated in the heart of our church. Current-
ly, all of our Life Groups are close to being full. While this is a great problem to have, 
we need two or three new groups to be started over the course of this year. Please, if 
God is leading you to begin a new Life Group, speak with one of our pastors, a Life 
Group Committee leader, or your Life Group host to begin this discussion. If you would 
like to join a Life Group, there is information in the back of the sanctuary.   

Join us 
February 13, 2022 
At 5:30pm for an 
Hour of Prayer 
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3  Ashlyn Phillips 

6  Dennis May 

7  Darren & Maria Powers ♥ 

9  Brooke Smith 

12  Alex Parker 

16  Mary Margaret Griffin 

17  Christian Batcheller (CB1) 

19  Sherry Dodson 

24  Larry & Carolyn Johnson ♥ 

  Judah Jurius 

25 Kelsie Houston 

27  Katie Lipofski 

  Cooper Kivette 

28 Nicholas Johnson 
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You’re invited  
to a one day share your faith workshop! 

 
 

Mark your calendars  
 

February 19, 2022 9:00am-3:30pm (lunch included) 
 

Sign up at either entrance of the sanctuary or email  
pbccontactus@gmail.com. All ages are welcome to come and learn to share 
the Gospel with their family, friends and neighbors. 

A truly “Hands On” approach to easily share your faith! 
 

Evangelism Explosion has developed a Gospel presentation that is easy to 
learn and hard to forget. The five fingers of your hand become a simple 
memory tool you use to share a Gospel presentation that has been proven ef-
fective in every nation in the world. 
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February is always symbolized by hearts 
and flowers so this month’s book selections 
will be from the obvious category: romance 
novels. Romance novels can be a fun es-
cape where you may shed a tear, but usual-
ly end up with a happily ever after. Please 
remember, your PBC Library offers heavy-
duty books on relationships and many 
books focusing on the truest and best kind 
of love which is from God. Please stop by 
next Sunday! 
 
In Every Heartbeat  
by Kim Vogel Sawyer  
As three friends who grew up in the same 

orphanage head off to 
college together, they 
each harbor a cher-
ished dream. Libby 
wishes to become a 
famous journalist, Pete 
plans to study to be-
come a minister, and 
Bennett wants to join a 
fraternity and have as 
much fun as possible. 
But as tensions rise 
around the world on 
the brink of World  

War I, the friends' differing aspirations and 
opinions begin to divide them, as well. And 
when Libby makes a shocking discovery 
about Pete's family, will it drive a final 
wedge between the friends or bond them in 
ways they never anticipated? 
(copied from googlebooks.com) 
 
 

My Heart Stood Still  
( LARGE PRINT EDITION) 
by Lori Copeland 
Wily and beautiful, the three McDougal sis-

ters can swindle a 
man in less time than 
it takes to lasso a calf-
--and they give the 
profits to the poor! 
When their wagon 
falls under attack, 
Anne-Marie is carried 
off by Creed Walker---
a Crow warrior turned 
Union spy. Can she 
outsmart her captor 
and find her sisters? 
(copied from amazon.com)  

 
For tween and teen girls… 
 
Holly’s Heart 
by Beverly Lewis 
Thirteen-year-old Holly is dealing with the 

major concerns of eve-
ry preteen and teen-
age girl: boys, family, 
and school. But with 
the help of her friends 
and her faith in God, 
Holly is able to survive 
her first boyfriend and 
her first breakup, a 
crush on her student 
teacher, and a new 
baby sister "invading" 
her house. Volume 
One includes Best 

Friend, Worst Enemy; Secret Summer 
Dreams; Sealed With a Kiss; The Trouble 
With Weddings; and California Crazy. 
 (Copied from amazon.com) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  10:30am - 3L’s  7:00pm - Sanctuary 
Choir Practice 

  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

9:30am - Sunday School 
 
10:30am - Church Ser-
vice 

10:00am - Staff Meeting 

 

7:00pm-Property 
Mgmt Mtg 

10:30am - Prayer Quilters 7:00pm - Finance 
Meeting 

 

  

13 Valentine’s Day   14 15 16 17 18 19 

9:30am - Sunday School 
 
10:30am - Church Ser-
vice 
 
5:30pm - Hour of Prayer 

10:00am - Staff Meeting 

 

7:00pm - Deacon’s 
Mtg 

10:30am - Prayer Quilters 

 

7:00pm - Sanctuary 
Choir Practice 

11:30am- Lunch Break 
Missions 

9:00am-3:30pm - Share 
your Faith Workshop 

20 Presidents Day   21 22 23 24 25 26 

9:30am - Sunday School 
 
10:30am - Church Ser-
vice  (Baptism) 

10:00am - Staff Meeting  10:30am - Prayer Quilters    

27 28      

9:30am - Sunday School 
 
10:30am - Church Ser-
vice 

10:00am - Staff Meeting      

February 2022 


