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“A New Year, A New Yearning”
2021 proved to be one of the most impactful years in my 33 years of life. We started the
year in Disney World (the ultimate Christmas gift surprise
for our boys). When we returned home, we jumped right
into ministry in Columbus, NC. I led our church to prepare for and pray for a county-wide revival, something
that so many people in the community desired to see in
their lifetime. By the time May 16 arrived, we acted in
faith as we had prayed, and moved forward with revival
services at a local community center. We ended up meeting for 6 nights that week, saw hundreds and hundreds
of
people attend, and witnessed God save over 20 souls.
The impact of that week extended to over ten churches in our area. The baptisms at the end
of the week are still fresh in my heart. There was a real yearning in the hearts of Christians
in our community. That week led to more community and tent-like revivals in nearby communities and led one church to start a town-wide “Worship in the Park” worship service once
a month for area churches. In all my years in ministry, that week of revival along with the
off shoots of other services was one of the most powerful and pivotal moves of God I have
ever seen. I will never forget it! It also propelled our church into a study of the Great Commission which resulted in nearly 20 individual families to obedienlty engage in ministry efforts that literally went all over the world for Jesus Christ.
In the summer of 2021, I began to meet the wonderful people of Pittsboro Baptist Church’s
Pastor Search Committee. Together we prayed and discussed what the vision, the spiritual
needs, and potential opportunities for ministry would be if God were to call us to serve here.
After a series of meetings and lots of prayer, it was evident that the Lord was calling us to
follow Him in faith here. There was a real yearning in our hearts to follow Jesus faithfully,
and to be used of Him to the fullest potential. That’s how we came here. That’s why we
came here.
From October – November 2021 nearly everything in our lives changed. We moved to a new
town into a new home, our boys started new school, and we began ministry in a new
church. As we have gotten settled in here and have gotten to know some of you, we sense a
yearning in many of the hearts here to see God revive His church and use His people to
reach the lost, disciple one another and love others deeply in example and Spirit of Christ in
Chatham County. By God’s grace, I believe with all my heart that God will do this and more
through His church in 2022.
I have used the word yearning several times in these paragraphs. To yearn means “to have
an intense and strong desire for something.” In this case, it means
to have a strong desire for a powerful move of God in the hearts
of His people. That’s what I am praying for, and I believe it’s what
you are praying for as well. I am sure 2022 will not come without
challenges and trials, but I also believe with this new year we will
see God pour out His Spirit on His Church like we have never seen
before. We must yearn and pray for this!
As we move forward into a new year, I invite you to go on a journey with me through the
Book of Acts on Sunday mornings. Deep down, we all would like for an Acts 2 movement to
happen in our community and church, but so few ever see this played out. Such a movement doesn’t happen without a yearning for God, intentional prayer, church-wide ownership
and participation in the mission, and preparation for a harvest of souls. In other words, if we
are going to pray for God to do the miraculous, we had better prepare and expect for Him to
do it! That’s what happened for those first church members in Acts, and it can happen again
in His Church in 2022. God has given us a new year together. Let’s pray for a new yearning
in Pittsboro Baptist Church! We are excited to get started! God bless you, and I pray for a
joyful and Jesus-yearning New Year for you and your family!

Pastor Peter
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Wrapping up 2021 with PBC’s Children’s Ministry
The children that make up Pittsboro Baptist Church’s Children’s Ministry are pretty spectacular. Their love for the Lord and childlike faith encourages me every time I’m with them. During the holidays, this is especially true. Their genuine smiles and deep belly laughter seem to
come a little easier and much more frequently. Their excitement and playful spirit are contagious. And most importantly, their understanding of the hope and joy that comes with the
true reason we celebrate Christmas will give you reason to pause and give all the glory and
thanks to our Savior for each and every one of them.
Over the past several months, we have enjoyed many activities as a group to celebrate the
holidays. We kicked things off with pumpkins and pizza. We carved big ol’ pumpkins as we
discussed how Christ cleanses us and shines His light through us, just like what we did with
the pumpkins. Then we moved on to packing shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child and
praying for the sweet children that will receive them. As we continued in the spirit of giving,
we enjoyed packing Thanksgiving meals for families in our community and several of the children joined us as we delivered them locally to families in need. Watching them knock on
doors and ask if they could bless a family with a meal and hear them ask if they could pray for
them reminded me how strong and confident, we should be in Christ. After much practice for
several weeks, our children put on an amazing Christmas program and shared the good news
of our Savior’s birth through songs and scripture. And since we were all warmed up from
singing and knew the hymns so well, we went Christmas caroling to the local restaurants in
Pittsboro and spread holiday cheer! And last but not least, we rounded out the year with participating in the PBO Christmas parade with an awesome float full of kids singing and wishing
everyone a Merry Christmas! This was followed by an epic Christmas party with toilet paper
and cool whip. Enough said. Whew. It’s been a busy few months. But as you can see, each
and every event pointed to the One that makes it all possible. The One that deserves our
time, love, and praise. To God be the glory for these children and this ministry.
Jennifer Cashion
Children’s Minister
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This is The Year
The Fall of 2022 is when Pittsboro Baptist Church will begin a month of Sundays celebration to commemorate its 175th anniversary. For many months, the Celebration
Committee has been planning activities that will highlight the history of our church. In
the meantime, look for Spiral articles that will add to your knowledge about people
and events from the past 175 years.

Artist-in-Residence, deacon, and PBC member Jeff Christian graciously designed a
logo that will be used for our year of celebration. When you see it, you will know that
it has something to do with the celebration. In addition to the dates, please note the
logo depicts our church standing on the Word of God.
If you have old photos or other memorabilia from the past that you would be willing
to loan to the committee, please let us know.
The 175th Celebration Committee includes: Diane Braswell, Jennifer Cashion, Kathi
Fassinger, Billy Griffin, Susie Griffin, Christine Trogdon, Marilyn Tyndall, and Kathy
Shaffer.
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Moments that Mattered in January
Each month during 2022 in deference to the 175th PBC Anniversary, we will feature
random notable events that occurred during that month over the years.
January 16, 1918 – The Biblical Recorder reported that PBC increased the pastor’s
salary from $240 to $300 per month.
January 11, 1942 – Pittsboro Baptist Church extended a call to Rev. K.E. Bryant.
He accepted the call and served as pastor until 1954.
January 1, 1953 – Full time services began, as recommended to the congregation
by the Board of Deacons.
January 12, 1958 – The nursery began serving from 10:00a.m. to noon for bed
babies and children through four years of age.
January 29, 1967- Groundbreaking ceremony was held for the new educational
building. Total contract costs for the new building and renovations to the old education building were $170,836.65.
January 12, 1986- PBC hosted a 100th birthday celebration for WMU of NC which
included a fashion show depicting 100 years of fashions and a cake with 100 candles.
January 4, 1987 – The Ellen Bowling Estate gift as a perpetual endowment was
added to the church constitution to serve persons in need with assistance.
January 24, 1988 – Small groups began to meet.
January 1996 – Contemporary music was introduced to Pittsboro Baptist Church
with the arrival of Tim Ames as part-time Minister of Music.
January 2013, 2014, 2015 – Mission teams were sent to Honduras to build houses.
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New 2022 Offering Envelopes are here!
2022 offering envelopes are available in the vestibule, on the table going
in side door to Sanctuary and in the conference room. If you do not use
online giving please pick up a box of envelopes to use for your offering. It
is important that you use the appropriately dated envelope and fill in the
information on the front using your full name and the amount of donation.
Members of the counting committee count the offering after worship service on Sunday mornings and then deposit it at the bank.
The envelopes are then used by Pam, our Administrative Assistant, to record your offering and will assure that you get credit for your donation on
the yearend tax deductible statement.
If you have any questions you may call Carolyn Johnson, chairperson of
the counting committee, at 919-542-3308.

Baptism Sunday will be January 9th at PBC! What a special time for our
church to be a part of a believer's journey as they publicly and boldly testify, through baptism, that they have put their faith in Jesus Christ as their
Lord and Savior! If you are prepared to take this next step through baptism, please let Pastor Peter know.
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Sweet and Savory Memories
I love church cookbooks for a variety of reasons. The recipes are usually never-fail and reliably
good with ingredients that you can find at Food Lion. The other reason that I love church
cookbooks is that it brings back memories of the person who shared the recipe.
As part of the PBC 175th Celebration, Marilyn Tyndall, who has all the Pittsboro Baptist Church
cookbooks printed since 1971, has selected recipes, one of which will be featured each month
in The Spiral for the remainder of the year. In addition, current church members’ memories
about the recipe’s “authors” will also be included.
You may recognize some of the names and some you may never have heard of, but in the
past, they were part of the fellowship of Pittsboro Baptist Church and played a role in who we
are today.
Enjoy!
Kathy Shaffer
Member, 175th Celebration Committee

Five Cup Salad
from Mrs. Kathleen Griffin
1 Cup Crushed Pineapple
1 Cup Mandarin Oranges
1 Cup Coconut
1 Cup Small Marshmallows
1 Cup Sour Cream
Drain the juice from the pineapple and oranges. Place in a glass mixing bowl (do not
use plastic because plastic tends to have the wrong effect on the sour cream). Cover
and place in refrigerator until service time. This salad will keep at least three days.
Serves 8.
Reprinted from 1970 Pittsboro Baptist Women’s Cookbook, compiled and published by
The Intermediate Girl’s Auxiliary.
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Mrs. Kathleen Griffin
The “nicest, kindest lady that you would ever meet,” is the consensus of those who remember Mrs. Kathleen Griffin. Laura Outz and Carolyn Johnson both said she was a
wonderful cook who also enjoyed cooking.
Mrs. Griffin taught the Myrtle Brewer Sunday School Class for over ten years. Laura
Outz, who is still a class member, was in her 30s when Mrs. Griffin taught the class. Patsy Johnson, who was in the class when she lived in Pittsboro “the first time” in the
1960s, described her teacher as “gentle and kind, a very fine lady. Everyone should
have the chance to know someone like Mrs. Griffin.”
“It is strange what we remember,” recalled Laura.” When my daddy passed away, Mrs.
Griffin was the very first person at my mother’s house, ready to do anything she could to
help. It describes the kind of person Mrs. Griffin was.”
Kathleen Griffin, was the wife of William Griffin, and the mother of two sons, Gene, who
now lives in Sanford, and PBC member Billy Lewis. Born in 1914, she moved from
Moore County to Pittsboro in the late 1920s, to work at Chatham Mills. In 1936, she married William, the funeral director for Griffin Funeral Home, which was owned and operated by his dad and uncle. According to Laura Outz,
Kathleen was a great asset in helping at the funeral
home, which she continued when her son, Billy Lewis,
became the director. She also worked as a floral arranger at Flynt’s Florist.
Billy Lewis said his mom was very involved in all aspects of the church’s ministries including GAs, RAs,
and other organizations. The fact you see Billy Lewis
dressed in a shirt and tie every Sunday is attributable
to his mom, who insisted that the “Lord gives His best,
so we will give Him our best.”
Billy Lewis loved all his mother’s cooking, but he was
particularly fond of her banana pudding, “for which she
was known, far and wide, at least in Pittsboro.” Darrell
Griffin, Billy Lewis’ son, inherited some of Kathleen’s
recipes, and has learned to make a fabulous banana
pudding as well.

Mrs. Kathleen Griffin

After a long illness, Mrs. Griffin, passed away in 2006 at the age of 89, but her legacy
still lives.
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Quarterly Church Conference
January 12, 2022
at 6:30pm
in the Fellowship Hall
Are you and your family interested in joining our church
family? Have you recently joined and need to know more
about our church? Pastor Peter will lead a class on Sunday, January 30th during Sunday School for all interested
participants. To sign up please contact the church office
at pbccontactus@gmail.com or 919.542.2986.
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1
4
6
7
9
10
11
12
15
16
17
18

Danny Braswell
Charles Hinton
Natalie Phillips
Owen Crutchfield
Lyla Dibb
Gabriel Jurius
Vicky Oldham
Robert Springle
Shon Johnson
Christian Batcheller (CB2)
Katherine Parker
Patsy Johnson

19

20
22
30
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Richard Brigman
Charlie Brooks
Adam Melton
Jaxon Mueller
Jenice Walton
John & Connie Goin 
Lance & Carole Sanders
Aaron Kivette
Stuart Lasater
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Thank you to those Serving!
Ushers
Jimmy Griffin, Monroe Parker,
Jimmy Davis & Rich Trogdon

Greeters
Jay & Judy Beaver
January 2

Cari Jurius & Melissa Harshman

January 9

Tara & Jenna Smith

January 16

Hannah & Hunter Brown

January 23

Ashley Batcheller & Jennifer Davis

January 30

Amber & Collin Kilpatrick

January 2

Jennifer Cashion

January 9

Jennifer Cashion

January 16

Jennifer Cashion

January 23

Jennifer Cashion

January 30

Jennifer Cashion
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prayer. Drawing from his personal prayer
journals, Dr. Jeremiah shares his heartboth blessings and struggles-to provide
insights that teach us how to embark on
the most satisfying of trips, the great adventure of prayer.
(copied from googlebooks.com)

Too Busy Not to Pray
by Bill Hybels

It is imperative that each of us begin the
new year praying to our Lord. Our search
for Pastor Peter was covered in prayer.
Many of us can testify that prayer and
God’s responses have seen us through
these past few years when PBC faced particular challenges and the world became
focused on a pandemic. The pandemic
continues and the world still seems awry.
Many Christians, who can carry on conversations with strangers standing in line at
the post office, do not know how to talk
with God. These Pittsboro Baptist Church
Library books, listed below, offer guidance
on how to pray and why we need to be
talking to God. Please stop by the library
and check out one to motivate you to
begin 2022 conversing with your Creator.
Prayer the Great Adventure
by David Jeremiah

For over two decades
Too Busy Not to Pray
has stood as a classic
on prayer, helping
Christians all over the
world slow down to
draw near to God.
During those years,
the world certainly
hasn't slowed down. If
anything, the pace,
intensity and number
of distractions have
only increased. Brokenness and pain
seem to have increased as well, with news
of civil war, poverty, broken families and
sex-trafficking touching us daily. The urgent need for prayer is clear, but busyness
still keeps many of us from finding time to
pray. Two truths haven't changed in all
these years: God is the same powerful,
just, holy God he's always been; and true
prayer―prayer that changes us and allows us to participate in God's work in the
world―can't happen on the fly. So Bill
Hybels offers us his practical, time-tested
ideas on slowing down to pray. Too Busy
Not to Pray calls both young and old to
make prayer a priority, and broadens our
vision for what our eternal, powerful God
does when his people slow down to pray.

We all know how important prayer is and
how it affects our daily
lives. However, we
don't exercise our privilege to pray to our
heavenly Father often
enough. In this inspir(adapted from amazon.com)
ing book, Dr. David
Jeremiah addresses
the challenges we all
face and the answers
Continued on next page
to prayer we often
miss. God's blessings
require a relationship
that is fostered through
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Let Prayer Change Your Life
by Becky Tirabassi
It's not that you don't want to go deeper in
prayer, you just aren't
sure how. Tirabassi
first describes how the
impossible, the extraordinary and the unbelievable happened
when she began to
take her prayer life very
seriously. Then she explains how you can feel
and see God's power
working in your own life
and for those whom you pray. Her step-bystep approach to having daily regular prayer time even includes nitty-gritty details
such as how to create and maintain a
prayer journal to record what God is doing
to change your life. (Copied from good-
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Your PBC Library also has several books
by best-selling author Stormie Omartian
that may help you find the words for specific prayer, demonstrating the power you are
given when you talk with God.
The Power of a Praying Woman
The Power of a Praying Wife
The Power of a Praying Husband
The Power of a Praying Parent
The Power of a Praying for Your
Adult Children

reads.com)

January 2

9-9:30a.m.
Cindy Springle

10-10:30a.m.
Barbara Jones

January 9

Cindy Springle

Susie Griffin

January 16

Kathy Shaffer

Kathy Shaffer

January 23

Roderick Parker

Roderick Parker

January 30

Kathy Shaffer

Kathy Shaffer

January 2022
May God’s love light your way and lead
you into a new year that shines with His
special joy
Happy New Year!
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

9:30am - Sunday School

10:00am - Staff Meeting

10:30am - Church Service

6:30pm - Bible Study
Celebration

9

10:00am - Staff Meeting

10:30am - Church Service
(Baptisms)

7:00pm - Deacon’s Mtg

9:30am - Sunday School

17

5
10:30am - Prayer Quilters

10

9:30am - Sunday School

16

4

11
7:00pm-Property
Mgmt Mtg

12

6

7

8

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

10:00am-Bible Study
Celebration

10:30am - Prayer Quilters
6:30pm - Quarterly Church
Conference

18

10:00am - Staff Meeting

19
10:30am - Prayer Quilters

10:30am - Church Service

23
9:30am - Sunday School

24
10:00am - Staff Meeting

10:30am - Church Service

30
Senior Youth Trip
9:30am - Sunday School
9:30am-New Family Class
10:30am - Church Service

31
10:00am - Staff Meeting

25

26
10:30am - Prayer Quilters

Senior Youth Trip

Senior Youth Trip

