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Jesus is Alive… Now What?
The Garden Churchyard of Hanover (Germany) is a
graveyard that has been closed for many years.
Inside this graveyard is a monument barely standing on its foundation. Built in 1782 and constructed
in the form of steps, the massive stones are secured by heaven iron clasps. Besides the usual
family inscriptions, at the bottom of the monument,
are these arrogant words: “The sepulcher, purchased for all eternity, is not permitted to be
opened.” What wasn’t known for quite some time
was that a beech tree seed, perhaps carried by the
wind, found its way through the cracks of
the foundation.
Over the years this little seed grew to be a strong,
beautiful tree, mocking the proud inscription on the
monument. The tree was so large that it raised the
massive stones from their foundation, and opened
wide the strong iron clasp apart. The open grave reminds the visitor that no one
will be able to escape the coming resurrection…not even man’s attempt to bar
it closed.
Similarly, over 1700 years before, Roman guards attempted to seal another
grave for good. Jesus of Nazareth was crucified and dead. Those who had Him
falsely arrested, tried, and crucified were paranoid that something may happen
to His body upon burial. According to Matthew 27, the chief priests and Pharisees gathered before Pontius Pilate and said, “We remember how that deceiver
once said while He was still alive: ‘After three days I will rise from the dead’”
(v. 63). They then requested the tomb to be sealed and a guard posted to protect it. The next day, Jesus rose from the grave powerfully and beautifully. His
resurrection would also mean many more lives to be resurrected spiritually and
for eternity. The Bible powerfully tells us, “… just as Christ was raised from the

dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of
life” (Romans 6:4b). Paul also wrote in Romans 8:29 that Christ “would be the
firstborn among many brothers and sisters.”

On Easter Sunday we celebrated together our Savior’s victory over the grave and
the free gift of salvation given to us through His death and resurrection. We had
a tremendous time of worship together, and our family was greatly blessed to
enjoy our first of hopefully many Easters with you! I also hope your spiritual life
was enriched and that you enjoyed the devotions leading up to Easter Sunday as
we anticipated the worship time on Sunday.

Jesus Christ is alive! The stone is rolled away! The tomb is empty. Now what?
What do we do in response? I want to offer a few steps that we can take in living in the power of His resurrection (Philippians 3:10). These steps are taken
from the Gospels and the book of Acts:
First, He revealed Himself alive to others, and they responded with
worship (Luke 24:13-35; Matthew 28:1-9; John 20:24-29). Jesus appeared to as many as 500 brethren after His resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:6),
and I love that the Scripture gives us a glimpse of the worship that took place in
response. How else should we respond when we realize the magnitude of
the resurrection?
(continued on next page)
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Its power means so much for our lives: our sins are forgiven, we are given eternal life, and we
are chosen, loved, and brought into the family of God. These and many more are blessings of
sweet salvation. The spark of worship that began upon seeing the resurrected Christ erupted
into worship that has not ended since! And I hope it never ends with you. Our risen Lord is
worthy of worship in our lives. Worship Him with all you have and with all you are.
Second, He offered redemption, forgiveness, and restoration to others whom had
previously failed. We should cherish this grace, but also share it with others (John
21:17-19). After the resurrection, Jesus came to Peter and initiated a conversation that led to
his repentance, forgiveness, and restoration in their relationship, but also in the ministry he
was called unto. We can learn a lot in Jesus’ example in forgiveness, and would do well to follow. Forgiveness is powerful. I love how Billy Graham defined forgiveness: “Forgiveness is a
deliberate act – a definite decision to let go of our anger and hatred, and to love them despite
what they did.” Is this easy to do? No – but God will certainly give us the peace, strength, and
heart to follow in His steps. Remember, Christ has set us free by His gracious forgiveness. We
should be willing to do the same for others as He resides in us by His Spirit. Is there someone
you need to forgive?
Third, Jesus commissions us to go and share the Gospel with people who do not
know Him (Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:1-8). The Great Commission is not the Great Suggestion. As believers who have been radically changed by the death and resurrection of Jesus,
we should be eager to share the Gospel with our lost neighbors near and far. As I write this,
we are coming off of a weekend of Gospel sharing with our community through the Community
Block Party. We welcomed our neighbors – many of which who did not have a relationship with
Jesus. I think of my new friend “W,” who had a childhood church background, but stated that
he did not know Christ as his Savior. I think of my new friend “T,” who believes that all religions lead us to the same concept of God. I also am thinking of my friend “M,” who battles
poverty, depression, and the scars of oppressive racism. These are all people in need of the
hope of the Gospel, and they live in our community! This is what Jesus commissioned for us to
do: “make disciples, baptize them, and teach them to observe what He has commanded us.”
Remember, our community is largely without Christ (well over 70% without a relationship with
Christ). The same could be said of most of the rest of the world. We have the greatest message ever to give. Who do you know that needs the Gospel? Because Christ is alive, we have
the Gospel to share!
Last, after Jesus’ resurrection, the Church was born, and we read in the Scripture of
God’s great work beginning through them. That work continues in us today (Acts
2). Because Jesus was alive, the Church began and flourished. The Word of God was faithfully
taught, new believers were added to the Church, and powerful things were done in and
through His people. We read of how the Church gathered in homes and the temple regularly
(Acts 2:46). The Epistles were written to the gathered and working church. And the writer of
Hebrews reminds believers that Christ is coming again, and that we should not fail to be together (Hebrews 10:25). We have the wonderful gift of the local church – let’s not miss out on
the endless opportunities to be together and serve the Lord!
We are now without excuse as to know what to do now that Christ is alive. The powerful work
of the Gospel continues on in us! How will we respond to such a glorious truth?

I am very thankful and proud of you all, completely in awe of our Lord’s work in you. Thank
you for how you are faithfully on mission together to reach the lost, disciple the church, and to
love others. God is at work through you!

Jesus is alive! Rejoice!

THE SPIRAL

- “KEEPING THE PEOPLE INFORMED”

The 3L’s invite senior adults
to a covered dish luncheon.

May 3, 10:30am

3L’s - Laugh, Live Longer
A senior adult ministry, age 55+

Join us!
PBC’s Hour of Prayer
Sunday, May 15 at 5:30pm
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Sweetheart Tea
Creates Memories

Tea, taffeta and tulle were major components of a
delightful afternoon enjoyed by over two dozen
young ladies at the Sweetheart Tea sponsored by
the Pittsboro Baptist Church Children’s Ministry. The
PBC Fellowship Hall was transformed into a proper
tearoom, where the guests received a lesson in
good manners taught by Ashley Batcheller. Erica Melton reminded each girl that Jesus is the source
of true love and that we can show Jesus’ love to others by being kind and using good manners.
Each of the tables, where the girls dined on scones, Devonshire cream, fresh fruit, and other goodies,
was set and decorated by several PBC ladies for the April 2 event. Young ladies from the PBC youth
group served as hostesses at some of the tables. Karl Shaffer entertained the group with the harp. In
addition to an afternoon of sweet memories, each girl took home a bonnet and a tea pot shaped ornament inscribed with, Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Proverbs 3:5.
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By Letter:

Steve Gregory
Jason & Susan Pintuff
Charles & Deborah Dismuke

By Baptism:

Duncan Kelly
Hannah Kelly
Malachi McDonald

Lily Pintuff
Reid Pintuff

Dearest PBC Family,
There aren’t words to express the level of appreciation I have for you all. I’m so
thankful for all the cards, texts, calls, visits, and prayers that have truly carried me
through this difficult time. Please keep praying for our family as this journey continues. We are feeling the love and support over the miles.
Forever grateful,
Lee Edwards & Family
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On Mother’s Day, May 8th and Father’s Day, June 19th during a portion of our worship service,
we will have an opportunity for Christian parents to make a commitment to God to raise their
children according to God’s word and God’s way. These families may have never dedicated their
children to the Lord as babies. This is your opportunity to do that. If you would like to participate in this special dedication please contact Pastor Peter or the church office at 919.542.2986.

From the day I was born, I have been in your care, and from the time of my birth, you have
been my God. Psalm 22:10

PBC’s Youth will enjoy Camp Crossroads
June 27 - July 1
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The Lord Provides
And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work. Corinthians 9:8
Donna Harmon and Patsy Johnson, PBC Prayer Quilt Ministry (PQM) leaders, often
marvel at how God has provided for the ministry. The ministry, which began in 2006,
provides quilts to those who are facing difficulties in their lives, often related to severe illness or the death of a loved one. After the top of the quilt has been pieced, it
is then quilted together with a backing and inner layer of batting. The final action is
to tie knots to secure the layers. As each knot is tied, the quilter says prayers for the
one who will receive the quilt, whoever that may be.
“We rely completely on donations,” Donna explained. “Sometimes people give us
fabric and sometimes money.” The ministry is not included in the church budget.
“We are good stewards of what we have. Many, many of our quilts are made from
scraps, but scraps cannot be used for the backing and the inner batting has to be
purchased along with the thread.”
“More than once we have been at the point of using personal funds when suddenly,
someone will donate some money or a box of fabric that will give our PQM members
the supplies needed to create more quilts,” Patsy said.
The group has held fundraisers in the past such as lunches or selling baked goods at
the Pittsboro Street Fair, and holding quilt raffles. “With the pandemic affecting the
Street Fair as well as the option to have an after-church lunch, we were concerned
that our funds could only be stretched so far,” according to Patsy. “We consider it a
miracle that God placed on people’s hearts to donate money to us during the pandemic. It kept us going when we had no other
means to raise money.”
A few months back, God worked another miracle
for the Prayer Quilt Ministry. “Ron and Karen
Sands, contacted the church asking if our Prayer
Quilt Ministry could use some fabric,” Donna said.
“I, of course, said yes!”
A few days later, the couple
brought in over twenty boxes of fabric that had belonged to Ron’s mother, Lena
Karen and Ron Sands
Sands, who had passed away in
2017. When they decided it
was
finally time to get rid of the fabrics, which had moved with
them from Ohio, they searched the internet to find a quilt ministry and learned about PBC’s Prayer Quilt Ministry.
“There is fabric and then there is fabric that is particularly suited for quilting,” Donna explained. “We quickly saw that this
was high quality quilting fabric, worth a great deal of money.”
Lena Sands with her
husband

(Continued on next page)
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Mrs. Sands had lived near Jill Kemp, a fabric designer. Ms. Kemp had engaged Lena to
create test pattern quilts to showcase her fabric, which would then be photographed for
promotional purposes. After doing this for
over thirty years, Lena accumulated a lot of
fabric.
“It was like Christmas when the quilters began opening the boxes of fabric. There were
lots of oohs and ahhs,” Donna said. “We were
and are absolutely thrilled, never expecting to
receive such a treasure. It has energized our
quilters who have already made several quilts
using the donated fabric.”
In addition to the fabric, Ron, who also makes
quilts, donated over a dozen of his mother’s
quilts to the ministry. After the prayer knots
are tied, a special PQM label including her
name will be sewn to the quilt. Lena had been
a faithful member of a Baptist church in Akron, Ohio, and often made and gave quilts to
those needing comfort.
“We are so happy we found you all,” Karen
said. The Prayer Quilt Ministry members are
glad too.

Lee Allenbaugh displays a quilt top she
has pieced from the Sands’ fabric dona-

We Remember
More than 150 years ago, Memorial Day took shape amid the
backdrop of the U.S. Civil War. Before it ended, women began
decorating the graves of fallen soldiers. In 1868, when May 30
was designated as Decoration Day, loved ones placed flowers
on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers alike.

By 1882, Decoration Day became known as Memorial Day, and
soldiers who died in other wars were honored too. Over time,
it became a day to remember all loved ones who have died - in
war and otherwise. In 1971, Congress declared Memorial Day
a national holiday to be observed on the last Monday in May.
On Memorial Day, we pause to remember people who made
the ultimate sacrifice for their country and for our freedom. We
also pray for those who continue serving, especially those in
harm’s way.
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Moments that Mattered in May
Each month during 2022 in recognition of the 175th PBC Anniversary, we will feature random
notable events that occurred during that month over the years.
May 4, 1958
Community Worship Service was held at PBC.
May 1965
Christian Home Week was observed. A banquet was held at the school cafeteria. The speaker
was Rev. W. W. Finlator, former pastor.
May 30 ,1965
Thirteen Pittsboro High School senior graduates were presented a copy of the New English Bible at the May 30 morning worship service.
May 29, 1966
Church voted to begin the new educational building and renovations to the old educational
building. The new building plans called for a three-story structure containing 25 classrooms, a
fellowship hall, kitchen, pastor’s study, offices, a library and rest rooms.
May 14, 1972
The Acteens announced the establishment of the Mary Margaret Griffin Education Loan Fund.
The $400 fund was made possible by the sale of the Pittsboro Baptist Women’s Cookbook. The
MM Griffin Educational Fund is designed to aid young people desiring to further their education
and needing financial assistance. A loan is made to an anonymous recipient meeting
specified qualifications.
May 6, 1984
The first Senior Adult Day was held. Rev. Ted Williams, Director of the Dept of Aging, NC Baptist State Convention was the speaker.
May 31, 1985
The old parsonage was sold for $85,000.00 to Brian and Diane Stokes. Money from parsonage
sale was to be used for renovations to the new parsonage, the Harvey Brown home.
May 15-17, 1987
The first Lay Renewal was held which was most successful with many recommitments to Christ.
May 11,1998
Tripp Harmon began employment as part-time Minister of Youth and Children.

May 4, 2001
PBC members worked with Hanks Chapel United Church of Christ to put on new roof in Hanks
Chapel community, example of home mission.
May 4, 2003
The youth sponsored a Senior Citizens’ dinner.
May 6, 2006
Spring Festival fundraiser to buy a new church bus held. In addition to selling BBQ plates,
there was an auction, a bake sale, games for the children and lively entertainment. The youth
were responsible for meal take-out service and the clean-up. The old van broke down three
times on the way home from the mountains during the previous 3Ls trip, so the decision was
made on the way home to buy a new bus. The 3L’s were very instrumental in making this
fundraiser happen.
(Continued on next page)
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Moments that Mattered in May….continued
May 5, 2012
Children’s Spring Fling on Salisbury Street was held as an Operation-In-As Much program. The
event included carnival games, a prayer room for children, free food, a puppet show, a magic
show and bouncy houses. Church members, both adults and youth, helped with the activities.
The goal was to reach out to families in the community and provide them with information
about PBC ministries, especially children’s ministries. It was a beautiful day and well attended.
May 2014, May 2015
Relay for Life: To support our cancer survivors and raise money for cancer research, PBC
sponsored Relay for Life teams and organized a variety of fund-raising events. In addition to
raising money for an excellent cause, it was a fun time of fellowship for PBC members.
Team Captains: Kelly Kivette, Katherine Parker, Kristin Case, Jennifer Cashion
May 2014: The event was held at Northwood High School Track.
May 2015: The event was held at CCCC Campus Track.

Help us collect diapers in the Month
of May for the Reach Out Pregnancy
Center in Sanford. They are in need
of sizes; preemie, newborn, 4, 5 & 6.
A Box will be in the fellowship hall
for donations.

You Ought to Be in Pictures
“Lights, camera, action!” Those are the words a movie director yells when the filming
begins. Sunday morning, May 22, you won’t hear those words, but there will be filming at Pittsboro Baptist Church. To help commemorate Pittsboro Baptist Church’s 175th
Anniversary, the 175th Celebration Committee has engaged Allison Edwards to make a
video about our church. A soon-to-be graduate of Gardner-Webb focusing on a degree
in media and Christian journalism, Allison will be videoing parts of the worship service,
Sunday School classes, and the building. Please act as those she isn’t there. LOL
Some of you, however, will be asked to say a few words, so don’t be shy! The video
will be shown during the 175th Celebration in the fall.
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Sweet and Savory Memories
Each month of 2022, Pittsboro Baptist Church’s 175th Celebration Year, The Spiral will
include a recipe from an old PBC cookbook. Marilyn Tyndall, who has all the PBC cookbooks printed since 1971, selected the recipes. In addition, current church members’
memories about the recipe’s “authors” will also be included.

Hush Puppies

Shared by Mrs. Dorothy Miller

2 Cups White Self-rising Corn Meal
½ Cup Self-rising Flour
2 Tablespoons Sugar
2 Eggs
Buttermilk
1 Small Onion (grated)

Add buttermilk until mixture is well-blended (medium batter). Drop in deep fat, about
350 degrees until brown.
Reprinted from Pittsboro Baptist Women’s Cookbook compiled by The Intermediate
Girls’ Auxiliary, Pittsboro Baptist Church, published 1970

Dorothy Miller
“Out-going, friendly, upbeat,” were the words that Donna Harmon used to describe
Dorothy Miller, who was one of the first people who reached out to her when she began visiting Pittsboro Baptist Church. Dorothy was an active church member, serving
in the Women’s Missionary Union and participating in the 3Ls in her later years.
She moved to North Carolina in 1946 and taught school for 31 years in Sanford and
Pittsboro. In addition, Mrs. Miller sold Avon cosmetics on the side. Several people recalled that she had an uncanny ability to show up for her Avon deliveries at suppertime and would often accept the gracious invitations to join
the meal.
According to Laura Outz, Dorothy loved to travel. She recalls that Mrs. Miller went on a trip to England, Scotland
and Wales, with Laura’s mother. She resided on Old Sanford Road with her husband, Jesse, who preceded her in
death. In her later years, she moved to Pittsboro Christian
Village. There was a church-wide celebration for her 100th
birthday in the Fellowship Hall. She passed away March 31,
2008 at the age of 100.
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Paul & Julie LoRusso ♥
Carolyn Johnson
Brenda Lipofski
3 Lynn McCarthy
6 Karl & Kathy Shaffer ♥
Connor Cashion
7 Marie Gaster Breeding
10 Jimmy Davis
12 Paul LoRusso
17 Christian & Ashley Batcheller ♥
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19 Sue Devinney
Michael & Kathi Fassinger ♥
21 Don Dodson
22 Julie LoRusso
Josh Jurius
23 Edward James Smith
24 Scotty Wilkins
29 Lane Springle
30 Jamison Davis
Jackson Davis
Kimberly Houston
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Thank you to those serving
Ushers
Jimmy Davis, Rich Trogdon,
Ken Haynes & Jeff Christian

Greeters
Jimmy & Susie Griffin

Infant

Toddler

May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Hannah & Hunter Brown
Ashley Batcheller & Jennifer Davis
Cari Jurius & Melissa Harshman
Amber & Collin Kilpatrick
Hannah & Hunter Brown

May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29

Kimberly & Nathan Houston
Tara & Jenna Smith
Susan & Lily Pintuff
Susan & Robby Bolling
Kristi Pallen & Beth Parker
May 2
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

Erica Melton
Erica Melton
Erica Melton
Erica Melton
Erica Melton
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draws others in
• tame your tongue by practicing practical
principles that help you think before you
speak.
• stop being disappointed in your lack of
control by taking hold of the power of the
Holy Spirit.
Words are one of the most powerful forces
in the universe, and God has entrusted them
to you! How will you use this gift? Your
words can change the course of someone’s
day…even someone’s life.

During the month of May we celebrate Mother’s Day. These Pittsboro Baptist Church Library books focus on moms and women in
general. Ladies, carve out some time to
check out one of these books and read
them. One may provide the guidance and
encouragement you need.

Becoming the Woman God Wants Me
to Be- A 90 Day Guide to Living the
Proverbs 31 Life
by Donna Partow

Proverbs 31 woman? No problem! In Becom-

ing the Woman God
Wants Me to Be,

The Power of a Woman’s Words- How
the Words You Speak Shape the Lives
of Others

Partow gives women inspiration and
practical direction to
move them toward
the goal of becoming a modern Proverbs 31 woman with
purpose and passion. During this 90day journey, readers walk the path
toward better living
in specific areas of
life, including

by Sharon Jaynes

Your Words Echo in Hearts and Minds Long
After They Are Spoken
Have you listened to yourself lately? Did you
know that your
words are shaping
other people’s lives?
That they are the
mirrors in which
others see themselves? Every day
you can speak life
into their souls or
suck the life right
out of them. The
choice is yours.
In The Power of a
Woman’s Words,
bestselling author
Sharon Jaynes will
show you how to
• exchange careless words that hurt for
intentional words that help others succeed
• recognize words that tear down confidence and replace them with words that
build others up
• overcome the negativity that pushes people away and become a well of positivity that

-

faith and spirituality
family relationships
health
business
home management
ministry
and more.

Partow's holistic plan includes all types of
growth--physical, relational, emotional, and
spiritual. The practical action steps will help
readers grow in character today, even as
they set attainable goals for the future.
(Continued on the next page)
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The Power of a Positive Mom

both stay-at-home and working mothers
will find practical and spiritual guidance
and encouragement to help you become
Every mother feels a profound sense of re- the mother you’ve always wanted to be.
sponsibility when it comes to parenting.
(NOTE: All reviews copied from amaThe effects of parenting decisions have
zon.com)
long-lasting implications on our children,
but making those important decisions can
be challenging. The Power of a Positive
Mom offers seven time-tested principles
that will help guide you in making the right
choices when it comes to raising
your child:
by Karol Ladd

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The
The
The
The
The
The
The

power
power
power
power
power
power
power

of
of
of
of
of
of
of

encouragement
prayer
a good attitude
strong relationships
your example
strong moral standards
love and forgiveness

With a new chapter for single moms, sections on kids and technology, e-mom references, links to author videos, and more,

9-9:30a.m.

10-10:30a.m.

May 1

Judy Beaver

Roderick Parker

May 8

Cindy Springle

Susie Griffin

May 15

Kathy Shaffer

Kathy Shaffer

May 22

Roderick Parker

Roderick Parker

May 29

Kathy Shaffer

Kathy Shaffer

May 2022
A Mother’s Prayer
Dear Lord, It’s such a hectic day, with little time to stop and pray.
For life’s been anything but calm, since You called me to be a mom.
Running errands, matching socks, Building dreams with stacking blocks.
Cooking, cleaning and finding shoes, and other things that children lose.
Fitting lids on bottled bugs, wiping tears and giving hugs. A stack of last week’s mail to read,
Where’s the quiet time I need? Yet, when I steal a moment, Lord, at the sink or ironing board,
To ask the blessing of Your grace, I see then, in my little one’s face,
That you have blessed me all the while.

Sunday

Monday

1
9:30am - Sunday School
10:30am - Worship
5:30pm - Youth

Tuesday

2
10am-Staff Mtg

Wednesday

3
10:30am-3L’s Covered Dish

Thursday

10am-Prayer Quilters

MOTHER’S DAY

8

9

10am-Staff Mtg

16

9:30am - Sunday School
10:30am - Worship
5:30pm - Youth

12

13

14

19

20

21

10am - Every day
Evangelism
6:15pm-Virtual EE
7pm-Sanctuary Choir

11

17

23

18

10am-Prayer Quilters

24

10am-Staff Mtg

7pm-Sanctuary Choir

25

10am-Prayer Quilters

26

6:00pm-Preschool
Graduation
LAST DAY OF
PRESCHOOL

29

7

10am-Prayer Quilters

10am—Staff Mtg

22

9:30am - Sunday School
10:30am - Worship
5:30pm - Youth

6

7pm-Deacon’s
Mtg

15

9:30am - Sunday School
10:30am - Worship
4:00pm - EE Community
Visit
5:30pm - Hour of Prayer

10

7pm-Property
Mgmt Mtg

Saturday

5

4

6:00pm- 175th
Mtg
9:30am - Sunday School
10:30am - Worship/
Family Dedication

Friday

MEMORIAL DAY 30

OFFICE CLOSED

31

11am-Lunch
Break Missions

27

SIS Women’s stay
treat @ 902 property
10:00am-3:00pm

28

