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Christmas Windows

Growing up inOhio, | loved going to the downtown department stores to see the Christmas wing
There was a department storeMain Streein Dayton that my mother enjoyed and she would take
as a child to the Christmas windows at that store. My favorite windows showed scenes from difi
eras. Some windows would be of"l€@ntury rural areas, with people crossing streets carrying

packages, snowmen smiling near the side walks, snow falling on trees and trains circling the to
Some windows were scenes from post WWII America, scenes of small towns, cars from the 19
milk delivery men. | still see such windows from time to time. When | look at them now, | get a
glimpsq of myhildhood with my mother and of what things were like at Christmas in different ¢

In our spiritual lives, our Book of Confessions is a series of windows that help us glimpse other
well. The Book of Confessions is part of our Presbyterian Constitution. It contains eleven stater
faith written by people in different times, facing different circumstances, who were trying their b
express their faith in the same God. These Confessions, or statements, written between 325 A
1983, are windows to help us understand how people in different times saw God, understood J
made sense of their faith and thought about the world in relation to that faith.
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During each of the Sundays of Advent, weol
worship. These statements reflect their times and we all may not agree with each part of them

Is

Christians have proclaimed in the past may inspire or challenge us to prayerfully consider our f
What is it that we believe? How do we make sense of the world in relation to our faith? Who, to
this Jesus we are preparing to receive and worship?

Advent is a good time to do this. It is a season of preparing for Christmas and for the coming of
Advent begins our liturgical cycle with a focus on the future coming of Christ. It is only with the
knowl edge of Christoés eventual return and

Christmas. It is only through the watching, preparing, and reflecting that characterizes the early
Advent that we are ready for the rejoicing, beholding and celebrating that comes later. It is with

reflecting on our faith in Advent that we

see a God who is willing to become as vulnerable as a baby for your sake and mine.

Christmas can be a magical time. Of wonder and gifts and traditions. We will celebrate the sea
with concerts, cookies, caroling and camaraderie this holiday season. However, this can also b

journey, | invite you to come worship with us at Bradley Hills this Advent and Christmas season
challenge you to think about your faithvhat is it that you believe? | ask that you use this season

draw closer to your God. For Christmas is all about your God coming closer to you. Then throu
actions, words and manner, become a windl®o that through you, the world might view of bit of

Christ.
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Christmas. The arrival of the baby Jesus is itself a Christmas window into the nature of God. In|i
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Sunday Worship Schedule

(_irituality Opportunities
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8:30:9:15am
9:15am
9:1510:15am
10:3011:30am

Fellowship Time

Early Service in Covenant Hall(child care available for birth through age 3

Education for Youth and Adults (child care available for birth through age
Worship in the Sanctuary (child care for birth through age 2).

Children age 3 through grade 6 will begin worship with their farkibtlowing
the Word with Children, children will be dismissed to their Church School
classrooms: ages-3 in Room 113, kindergartegrade 5 in Memorial Hall.

Christmas
Eve

Come for our special
night of drama, music

word and worship

SCHEDULE

11:30am Fellowship Time
Sundayo6és in December
December 6

2nd Sunday of Advent
O Come, All Ye Faithful
Luke 3: 718

Rev. Winnette

December 13

3rd Sunday of Advent

Angels We Have Heard on
High

Luke 1: 3955

Rev. Gray

Worship

December 20

4th Sunday of Advent
Lessons and Carols
All-Church Potluck &

m
i

Congregational Meeting following 10:30

Caroling following 10:30 Worship

December 24
Christmas Eve
5:00pmi Pageant
9:30pmi’ Prelude Music
10:00pmi" Silent Night, Holy Night
Luke 2: £20

Rev. Gray

RISTMAS EVE

CH

December 27 One Service
What Child Is This?

Luke 2: 2138

Rev. Winnette

5:00pm
Christmas Pageant

9:00pm
Young Adult Receptio

9:30pm
Music

10:00pm
Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

Spirituality Throughout the Week

Monday

Spiritual Formation Group
Weekly 1:00pm 3:00pm
Led by Gail Brown*

Tuesday

Centering Prayer

Weekly 8:00am 8:30am, Sanctuary
Led by Gail Brown

Wednesday

Daybreak Devotions

7:00am- 8:00am, Sanctuary
December 9

Led by Gail Brown & Marilyn Alberts

Bible Study
Weekly, 10:00anr11:00am, Library
Led by David Gray

Thursday

Womenbés Spiritual
Weekly 7:00pm 9:00pm

Led by Gail Brown*

Saturday

Yoga Class

3:30pm- 5:00pm,

Covenant Hall (Call office for dates)

*These groups are held edfte. Contact
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Angel Gift Treed Alternative Christmas Giving at Bradley Hills

In the Gathering space on Sundays in Advent 7

The Angel Gift Tree reflects connections mi s s
teachersandewor ker s enj oy being remembered, buChildrenods yghtf"
these people by supporting one or more Angel Gift Tree projects. You will receive a card { Wrapped and brought
describes the project that you are suppoiitiagd you can then give that card to the person y to the church

are choosing to honor. You may choose a simple ornament/gift tag to slide into the card, s NO LATER THAN

cardods reci ient wil|l have a visual r e mi NOONONSUNDAY’r S
P December 13. P

«
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Y Give a gift to a child from: Womendés Ctc. . cv.v. ve, Anac

program; Dennis Avenue HIV/AIDS Clinic wrapped gifts due Dec 13th. 4

Y Send an innecity child to summer camp at Meadowekirk.

Y Uganda: rain gear for health care worker; benches for new community building; & malaria
nets.

Y Scholarships for Maasai teenage girls in Kenya.

<

In Palesting support Love Thy Neighbor summer camp
provide hope at the Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza.

In Boliviai Provide opportunities to Andean women.
Offer solar cookers as a gift to the women of Darfur.

Support Haitians through the Feeding Families Project.

Support a 2010 Bradley Hills work trip to the Gulf.
Support Bethesda Carésssist our local homeless. Fair Trade Coffee,

. . . Chocolate & Cocoa
Provide a warm coat for a child at The Children's Inn.

Give Bethesda Help money for food for families in crisis. December 7 Only!

< < < < =< =< =< <

FriendsClugd Of f er schol arship assistance for e reupydrtth8 Cafp z h e
relief for their families. Meadowkirk Angel
Gift Tree scholarships
AND small farmers
through your
Y Support Interfaith Youth Coreo6s Fel liows prporghaseeiEquar c
not bombs! Exchange
(Presbyterian Coffee
Project) coffee,
chocolate and cocoa.
Come early while
supplies last!

Y In Asia, support higher education for women at Forman Christian College in Lahore,
Pakistan.

Y Support Christian Peacemaker Teams.

Angel Gift Tree Brochure available onlinevatvw.bradleyhillschurch.org
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Update on Bradley Hills in Mission at Home and Around the World

Peacemaking Offering: $5,66@vas received | In Uganda: Fifty-two health workers
this year from Bradley Hills to be joined with| are being trained to go out to the
contributions from Presbyterian congregatiopsountryside and villages to teach bas
from all over the United States for use at hoteealth and hygiene practices, which 4
and around the world in projects of help and| to reduce morbidity and mortality in t
healing. Of this amount, we directed 25% to |[q@opulation, especially of children undé
sent to help villages destroyed in the fighting the age of five.

northwest Pakistan. ) ]
In Pakistan: The Asia Team met

National Center for Families and Children: |recently with Dr. Peter Armacost,
A joint team of around 30 volunteers from | Rector (president) of Forman Christian Colle
Bradley Hills and Bethesda Jewish in Lahore. We have created an Endowment
Congregation, through its Fall Block Party, |Higher Education in Asia whose proceeds al
provided a thousand school bags, sorted andcurrently directed to several annual

stored thousands of donated items of clothingscholarships for women at the college. For
and planted pansies to brighten the campus| information contact Cindy Geer, 3070-2534.

throughout the winter months. For informatian _ )
on how you can help this neighboring Bethesda Cares:The recent economic

institution call Rick Arndt, 30493-6295. downturn in addition to the sudden tragic los
of social worker, Sheila Humphries, on

In Colombia: Dr. Alice Winters, professor at| Wednesday, November 12, has placed

the Reformed University (Presbyterian Bethesda Cares in dire need of support. Bral
seminary) in Barranquilla, spoke to the GlobaHills is sending emergency funds to help and =
Mission Team on November 10 about the | offering assistance through the Angel Gift Tredl

continuing growth of the Presbyterian ChurchFor information, call Betty Hayden, 3@b4 Ruth Forman with
in Colombia, and the important role played by0174. Dr. Peter Armacost
the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program in
supporting the effort of those standing for
human rights and justice for the more than 4
million internally displaced refugees there.

d Barbara Delouise

Chil drends Wi ntieQome@ney ComeAllyg Dr i ve

New or used winter clothing (clean and in good condition) is needed for the kids from the
Anacostia Childrenbés Center. I tems such
Clothing will be collected in the boxes
If you have any questions please contact Elizabeth St. Jatsh jahn@verizon.net

2010 Entertainment Books

Did you purchase your Entertainment BookE ? For only $30 you can save up to $18,300
everyday items while you support our Y
immediately. You save $20 with the cover cards and $20 at Safealegady a $40 savings!

Buy yours today. Book Price $30.00 Questions? Contact Herb Dorsey-a38@B78 or Amy
deCourt in the church office at 3@B52850 or abmy@bradleyhillschurch.org

un
nn
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Adult Education

The Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church Adult hymns and music play in supporting and
Education Ministry programs support Christiatransforming the worship service.
discipleship and all aspects of adult faith

development for living life more fully. They = December 2@ Informal Carol Sing Adutt
provide an opportunity for members to reach Education
out to each other and contribute to the Bradleyoin in the spirit by singing your favorite

Hills faith community. Ongoing programs meeiarols. This practice will also prepare carolers
from 9:1510:15 a.m. on Sundays. who will be visiting and caroling to shut ins
later in the day.
Sounds of the Season
December 28 No formal adult education
December 6 and 18 Donald Sutherland, session.
Director of Music Emeritus, distinguished
organist, choral conductor, scholar, pianist angjayfarers: Explorations in Faith
harpsichordist and coordinator of the organ
department at the Peabody Conservatory of \yayfarers, a selflirected discussion group,
Johns Hopkins University, will lead us throughyi|| begin a study of Paul by readifie First
a study and celebration of the finest music of pa| py Marcus Borg and John Dominic
the season. With live piano accompaniment, crossan, together with Paul's letters. The group
Donald will take us on a musical celebration fjj| meet December 6, 13 and 20. New
the music of the advent and Christmas seasopyembers are always welcome. For more
as celebrated through the ages in Europe, Lafiflormation, please contact Linda Kauskay af
America, and North America. Maestro mala.kaus@verizon.nétibrary).
Sutherland will also point out the role that the

Children & Youth Education

Age 3 through grade 5 Children begin worship in the sanctuary at 10:30am. Following the
Word with Children they are escorted to Church School Classrooms.

Grades 68: FAQ (Faithfully AskingQuestions) Bring your questions about the Bible and learn
to navigate Scripture as you address issues of life andaltbam in Room 302

Grades 912 Faith QuestionsWe will explore in relevant ways, what questions other Youth
have about Scripture and their FaBhl5am in Room 305

Church School Buzz

December will be a joyful month, as we enter the season that culminates in the birth of Jesus.

That means: Pageant time is right around the corner! Yes, the Christmas pageant is onith|s year
as alway® and is again being led by our own Andy Wolvin and Jenni Biggs, with help from
Chil drends Ministry and Pastor Scott.

There are two dates to lock in: We will have a full dress rehearsal, with all participants, on
December 23, at 4:30pm, followed by a final4#thnough on December 24, at 3:30. The pageant
itself will be at the 5:00pm service, in the sanctuary, on December 24. We are just delighted to
have you and your children join us again this year for our celebration of the birth of our Loyd.
Questions/concerns?: James Cubie (301}, x502james@bradleyhillschurch.arg

Yours in Christ, Childrenbts Ministry
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ON (continued) Pages

Youth News

BHPC is blessed with a Large and Colorful FlockHave  and Mission Activity Cluster Event -- Youth from BHPC
you noticed all the flocks of bright pink and purple flaminggsnd ot her churches in our
popping up in yards around BHPC in recent weeks? It seeRr@shyterian Church on Wilson Road in downtown Bethe
that many congregation members and friends have been for a Scavenger Hunt that ends with mission work to help
visited by flocks of the bright lontggged birds, stopping to Bethesda Cares.

rest on their migration south for the winter. Keep your eyes

open and you may notice a few more flocks before the wingtmday, December 13, 5:00 6:30pm - Youth Christmas

weat her really sets in. Anpartywh o knowsé our flocks m
return on their way north next spring. The flamingos know

that BHPC is a warm and friendly congregatioalways Come for some holiday fun and games. Dinner will be
willing to welcome stray birds. provided. Youth are asked to bring a dessert to share and

wrapped AWhite Elephant o d

Sunday, December 20, 11:30AM (NOTE THE TIME)i
All Church Christmas Caroling

The whole congregation is invited to join the Youth in this
fun annual event. Wedl !l st
right after the 10: 30 wor s
groups and visit senior congregation members, bringing t
some musical holiday cheer.

The BHPC Youth want to thank EVERYONE who
participated in our Flocking Funthe drivers, the deliverers,

the retrievers, the flock purchasers, and of course the hap s . .
flock recipients. We raised about $2,008hich will be used Save the date: Chili Cookoff on January 311 Watch this

for next summer 6s youth mi 5% %%- thrpe. details will d

Sunday, December 27No Evening Youth Fellowship Ever

Sunday, December 6, 5:00 6:30pmi Scavenger Hunt
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The Men's Fellowship will meet for Dinner at 6:30 PM, Thursday Evening, December 3, in the
Lounge. Please come and join David Gray as we meet for conversation and to discuss negw ways
that our community of faith can serve and worship togetheign up sheet will be outside
Scott's Office starting November 22

Book Club

The book club will meet on Sunday, December 13, at 4:00pm for a discus$icanafy and
Zooeyby J. D. Salinger.

The seven Glass family children have all been prodigies on the radio show "It's a Wise Child,"

but now the youngest, Franny, has returned from college to the family apartment in Manhattan
and taken to her bed in a kind of nervous breakdown, sick of the world and unceasingly mutter-
ing a Jesus prayer. This is especially disconcerting because Franny and her next oldest brother,
Zooey, are not only versed in all of the learning of the West, but have also been introduced to
Eastern wisdom by their two oldest brothers, Seymour and Buddy. Salinger brings numeropus key
insights from Eastern wisdom into the heart of the American novel, and takes us on a spirjtual
journey in which the worth of all learning is called into question. We discover with Franny that

the answer she was looking for was right under her nose, and therefore close to her heart, (Gerald
Rosen, yogajournal.com)




