
I want to express the deepest thanks from Mary
and me to all of you in the church who hav e
showered us with love and support through
cards, calls, emails, and hugs, ov er the loss of
my belov ed sister, Jan. Your care has meant a
great deal to us in oursorrow.

It has now been a year since I came among you
as your Interim Pastor/Head of Staff.

Mary and I have grown to love and appreciate
you in ouryear together. I think it a good idea to
remind you of the five developmental tasks that
are to be addressed in a church in its transi-
tional, interim time. These are not linear tasks –
they loop around and some need more time and
attentionthan others:

1) “Coming to terms with history.” This task
speaks to the challenges of saying goodbye to
a former pastor; cleaning up any lingering,
festering issues or problems; and re-asserting
what is strong and good and true about a
congregation.

2) “Preparing to accept the new future.”
Okay, still lots of work to be done here! We are
likely 7-10 months away from welcoming a new
pastor and all of his or her gifts, skills, and
passions that will help the congregation mov e
forward into our best and highest calling and
faithfulness. I will be talking more about that in
the new year, but I need to share with you two
strong concerns – both of which are f inancial.
(a) Our Presbytery is rife with horror stories
about pastoral candidates coming down to the
wire with a search committee, and then it all

unrav els over the cost of housing in our area,
and the search process has to start all over
again. That is about as demoralizing f or a
congregation as it can get. Our “Two Roofs
Appeal” was dev eloped to prepare the f acility
for the next long run with the long-overdue
reconstruction of the Lantern. It is also intended
that f unds are secured through this appeal for a
renewable pastor’s housing f und. So far we
hav e raised about $172,000 toward the $230K
goal. That’s a great start – but it represents only
about 80 gifts. It is vitally important that every
church member and friend contribute so that
our Pastor Nominating Committee has the
ability to offer a generous loan in order to attract
the very best candidate to the church.

(b) Pastoral candidates look v ery closely at a
church’s finances before deciding to come to a
church. Prudent use of money and generous
stewardship are only one indicator, but an
important one, in the snapshot of a church’s
vitality and viability. Our expenses are running
slightly under budget and that’s great – but our
income is running behind, and that’s not. If you
are behind in your pledging, please do catch-up
with that. There is also the puzzling tailing-off of
non-pledged giving. I encourage every one to
giv e generously to God’s work as it is ex-
pressed through our church. This is definitely
not the time to back-off in commitment to the
church (and our God!) in our time, talent, or our
treasure.

3) “Discovering a new identity.” We celebrate
the strengths and rhythms that we want to carry

(Continued on page 6)
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N e w F a l l W o r sh i p S c h e d u l e

8:30-9:15am Early Service (child care availablefor birth through age 3)
9:20-10:20am Education for all Ages (child care av ailable for birth through age 3)
10:30-11:30am Worship in the Sanctuary (childcare for birth through two).

Children age 3 through grade 6 will begin worship with their family.
Following the Word with Children there will be Christian Education for
preschool age 3-4-5 in Room 113. Worship for Children, Kindergarten
through grade 2 in Room 109. Christian Educationf or grades 3-4-5 in
Room 102.

11:30a-Noon Fellowship Time
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P C U S A M i ss i o n W o r ke r t o sp e a k a t B H P C

Don’t miss this rare opportunity to meet PCUSA Mission Co-Worker Sue Makin, a Gynecolo-
gist on leav efrom Malawi. She is a guest of the National Capital Presbytery during the week
of October 14 – 19. The PCUSA is urging presbyteries and congregations to better know the
diff icult and significant work done worldwide by personnel sent from the United States to work
with the national churches globally.

Sue Makin has been under appointment as a PC(USA) mission worker since 1987. She now
serves as an obstetrician/gynecologist at the Mulanje Mission Hospital in Mulanje, Malawi.

Sue works with a team of Malawian clinicians at this 190-bed mission hospital, which is
serving very poor people in southern Malawi. Because of the severe scarcity of obstetrician/
gy necologists in Malawi, in addition to practicing at Mulanje Mission, Sue is a consulting
gy necologist at five other hospitals in central and southern Malawi.

"My f ifteen years in Africa working as a doctor for women have been tremendously rewarding
and challenging," says Sue. "Many of the rewards come from serving f riendly, appreciative
people who live in extremely poor conditions, y et show warmth and love in their interactions.
Although health care indicators for Malawi show that standards of medical care are, in
general, very inadequate, still there is great joy in the work. I feel blessed to be able to use
my education and training in this env ironment." For more information about Dr. Makin, visit:

http://www.pcusa.org/missionconnections/profiles/makins.htm

Nicholas & Selena Sironka

E x p e r i e n ce t h e N i l o t i c s

An extravaganza for families and all ages! October 14, 2007, 3:30pm at the Church. See
the East African Maasai and Luo cultures perform spectacular dance, songs, chanting and
jumping. Wear colorf ul clothing and beads.

Honor their rich history throughthemes of motherhood, rites of passage, becoming a warrior
and the praise of cattle. In three prev ious visits, The Friends of Sironka perf ormed in many
venues across the US. The troupe has perf ormed in the UK includingf or Prince Charles.

Keny an Nicholas Sironka, organizes the trip along with Selena, his wif e. Nicholas who is a
Maasai, master batik artist and Fulbright Scholar, narrates this cultural extravaganza.

Visit their web site at www.sironkamaasai.com.

F or more inf ormation
Contact: George Johnson, 301-208-1767, lesgeoj@comcast.net

The organization
is especially
concerned with
improving the
quality of life for
Maasaiwomen
and with
maximizing
opportunities for
young Maasai
women.

Dr. Sue Makin



Calling all Deacons and Elders – Another
success story about the Deacons is that they
hav e begun serving home communion on a
regular basis to those unable to get to
worship. A training session for all Deacons
and Elders (not just those currently serving)
who are interested in participating in this
meaningful ministry will be held on Sunday,
October 7 immediately following the 10:30
worship service. Ev en if you cannot deliv er
communion on that Sunday, you will hear a
simple explanation of what to do so that y ou
will f eel prepared for another communion
Sunday. It is hoped that we will be able to
hav e teams going out often to offer this
serv ice to those at home.

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Plans
are underway to form a group
interested in getting together
to knit or crochet prayer
shawls, afghans, baby caps

and other usef ul items for
those in need. Prayer shawls would be
presented to church members as a very

visible sign of caring when they are be-
reav ed, ill, or otherwise in need of comf ort.
Please watch the “What’s Happening”
section of the bulletin for further announce-
ments about time and place of an informa-
tional meeting. Our hope is that this will be
an intergenerational activity open to the
experienced and beginners alike.

Flu & Pneumonia Shots will be given
at Bradley Hills on Sunday,

October 28 from 8:45am to
12:00 noon in Covenant Hall.
There is no charge f or individuals

w i t h Medicare. Otherwise, the charge
is $30 for flu vaccine and $40 for pneumonia
vaccine. This may be reimbursed by your
insurance company but you will need to pay
at the time of the vaccination and submit the
paperwork to your insurance company
unless y ou are covered by Medicare.
Children who are 9 and older will be able to
receive thev accine.

—Blessings, Joanie Friend
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Many of you may know Cindy Geer through her lovely floral arrangements on the commun-
ion table, f or her long commitment to higher education for women in Asia, and f or her
leadership in expanding our vision of mission at Bradley Hills. But did you know that she is
also an accomplished artist?

An exhibit of her paintings will be on view in the Lounge during October. She has selected a
body of work focusing on Eyler’s Valley, a lovely pastoral area of the state near Thurmont.
Paired with this will be a selection of her work done when she and Ira lived in Saudi Arabia.
We hope you will stop by the Lounge to enjoy the special vision that this artist brings to her
work.

—Barbara DeLouise

Deacons have
begun serving
home
communion on
a regular basis.

Music & Arts News

“Pine Tree in the Meadow” by Cindy Geer

E x h i b i t o f P a i n t i n g s b y C h a n g H y u n ( C i n d y ) G e e r

T h e M u s i c De p a r t m e n t i s M o v i n g
The Music Department is moving along…..and moving to Thursdays. The successful
T.A.S.T.E. children’s program is mov ing to Thursdays to join the same day as Thursday Adult
choir rehearsals…..and we’re bringing along a few more……..Youth! Yes, in addition to a
new Children’s Choir director, we are providing a director to revive the Youth music program.
So for the first time in many years, there will be a musical offering for every age group…..or
as it has been described “cradle to grave”!

Education and Nurture, Children's Ministry, Youth Ministries and Music Departments have all
coordinated together to create a comprehensive afternoon/evening program which builds on
the achiev ements that T.A.S.T.E. (and other past similar programs) has established. It will
start at the same time after school, 4:30pm but that’s where the similarities end. The new

(Continued on page 5)



program, called Music & More, redirects the
music part of the program towards learning
how to sing rather than only a musical
experience time.

The activ ities that hav e made T.A.S.T.E.
successful in the past will continue under the
direction of Karen Werner. They will include
recreation, learning and arts & crafts. K
through 5th grade will be divided into two
groups, K-1 and 2-5. Each will have their
own choir rehearsal in the choir room at
diff erent times and each will hav e different
activities, but f inish together at the end.
Keeping them all under control will be
leaders Liz Allen and Lanell Drasbek.

Grades 6 and 7 can comef or their choir time
of 5:15 in the Choir Room or come at 4:30
and help with the younger children. Their
music rehearsal will be the longest of the
three and will include learning how to play
the Orff instruments the church already
owns.

Then another new initiative will be a dinner
for both Children and Adults from 6:00 to
6:45pm, an idea birthed at our Session
Retreat. “Cuisine and Connection” will bring
children and Adults together with a plan to
hav e thematically inf ormative placemats that
will lead people’s minds and hearts to
consider a dev otional theme of the
night. After the meal, ev ery one will be
inv ited to gather in a semi-circle of chairs in
front of Memorial Hall’s stage. They will
gather to an inspirational song and then
once settled be welcomed. A short
inspirational DVD clip will be shown and the
leader will initiate a conversation. After
about thirteen minutes at the stage, a song
will be sung to a slide and music, then
ev eryone will be invited to pray together the
Irish Blessing. We hope this simple format
will be inv iting to some old and new in our

congregation and neighborhoods.

The Youth program will begin with their
dinner at 5:30pm. At 6:00 they will have a
bell/choir chime rehearsal in the sanctuary
and then at 6:45, they will have their singing
rehearsal in the Choir Room. Since there
many this age who play instruments, we
hope to build a Youth band/orchestra as an
expansion of this program.

The Children’s and Youth choirs will sing/
play approximately once a month for both
8:30 and 10:30 services.

The Bradley Ringers will continue their
rehearsal at the usual time of 6:45-7:45. But
the Chancel Choir will amend their rehearsal
time to start 15 minutes earlier and f inishing
15 minutes later. Their new time of 7:45-
9:45 will giv e 30 extra minutes for ref ine-
ment of the wonderf ul progress that they
hav e made in the past months. It also gives
them time for vocal warm-ups and voice
building at the beginning and Concerns and
Celebrations at the end, something that is
important in the life of this group.

We are very excited about this new
alignment of the Children’s, Youth and
Music ministries. Advertisements f or the
“Music & More” program have been
designed and have distributed as well as
new banners on Bradley Blvd and Greentree
hav e been produced and installed to
adv ertise this exciting new program. We
hope the best advertising -- word of mouth --
will help grow this program and include
people f rom the neighborhood who haven’t
been inv olved or connected to our church.
We want this program to be a mission and
extension to our close neighbors.

—Jason West,
Acting Organist/Director

(Continued from page 4)
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“. . . Music &
More, redirects
the music part
of the program
towards
learning how to
sing rather than
only a musical
experience
time.”

Music & Arts News (continued)

October Preaching Schedule

October 7 Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette

October 14 Rev. Dr. Jon Smoot

October 21 Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette

October 28 Rev. Dr. Jon Smoot

Please check
the BHPC

web site for
up-to-date
worship
information.





October 7, 6:00-8:00pm
Senior High Share Group —Comef or a meal with other 9-12 graders. We will spend some couch
time upstairs sharing what’s on our hearts and minds. We will finish some great games andfun.

October 14, 6:00-8:00pm
All Youth are invited to our Faith Word Study — Come for a meal, f or games, for some conversa-
tion about faith andf or a great time together. This is for grades 6-12.

October 21, 6:00-8:00pm
All Youth are invited to our Faith Word Study — Come for a meal, f or games, for some conversa-
tion about faith andf or a great time together. This is for grades 6-12.

October 26-27, 26th – 8:00pm till Saturday morning 8:00am
Trick or Treat Progressive Costume Overnight — This ev ent is going to
be a great Spooky Time with the four other churches in our cluster.
We will trav el on haunted bus, go to a haunted house, work on a
mission project, and play some trick or treat games. Watch for a
mailing with the particular details.
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A d u l t E d u c a t i o n — C o n t e m p o r a r y I s s u e s
9 : 2 0 — 1 0 : 2 0 i n t h e L o u n g e

Faith at Work

Sunday morning conversations continue, on the topic of how our Christian faith affects and inf orms
our day-to-day work life.

October 7 and October 14—A panel of BHPC members f rom some broad occupational f ield will
speak briefly about their experience, with timefor audience reaction, questions, and discussion.

October 21 — Where do we gofrom here?Under the leadership of Interim Pastor Jon Smoot, this
final session will be a time to consider the results of our conversations: What have you learned?
What surprised you? What applications can you make in your daily working and living? What
further resources wouldy ou like to hav e?

Please join us as often as you can during these weeks to listen, to bring your own questions and
sharey our experience.

TheHistory of the Labyrinth

October 28 — Come! ... Join Us! ... get acquainted with an ancient, winding pathway for walking
pray er and meditation ... the labyrinth. We'll look at the labyrinth's history, which reaches back at
least as f ar as 4,500 B.C.E., and at the laby rinth's current resurgence as a spiritual tool in
prov iding inner space for listening to God. Also, we'll begin to think about the ways a labyrinth
could be one part of Bradley Hills' offerings of spiritual development opportunities to our congrega-
tions, as well as to the wider community.

Bible Study will resume on October 28 led by Rev. Jon Smoot

Education and Nurture (continued)

“Sunday
morning
conversations
continue, on the
topic of how our
Christian faith
affects and
informs our day-
to-day work
life.”

Labyrinth Example

Youth Connection



Monday , October 8 — It's that time of y ear
again, when we're assembling our team f or
another Habitat build day at DC Habitat's site
in Northeast DC. For those of you who hav e
been out there last year or previously, you'll
see the houses you worked on, f inished and
inhabited! They are getting close to the end of
their 53 house project, with families already
liv ing in at least 27 of the homes.

For those of you who haven't made it out to the
site yet, and worry that y ou lack the needed
skills, fear not---anyone age 16 and up is
eligible to participate, and no skills are
necessary. Habitat will have its own skilled
construction crew to supervise, prov ide
instruction and prov ide all the necessary

tools. The workday is f rom 8:30am to 4pm. In
the last two y ears, our crews have had the
option to work on a wide variety of projects at
diff erent stages of construction. Participants
hav e had jobs such as putting up roof trusses,
hanging dry wall, designing and attaching metal
to roof gutters, painting and general f ix up.

Sign up at the Marquee if y ou would like to join
us. We can arrange car pools, if desired. For
more information call Jeanne Tustian 301-469-
6088 or Karen Werner at thechurch.

Workers may bring a sandwich or order from
the local Subway . We will provide water and
desserts.

B H P C / B J C J O I N T D C H A B I T A T W O R K D A Y
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“They are
getting close
to the end of
their 53 house
project, with
families
already living
in at least 27 of
the homes.”

Session News

In late August I attended the National Elders
Conference hosted by the PC (U.S.A.) in
Nashville. This was an opportunity to network
with Presbyterian Elders f rom around the
country, to celebrate successes and accom-
plishments in our respective congregations, as
well as to commiserate about declining
membership andyouth participation.

The theme was “Elder as Spiritual Leader…
Reclaiming the Call.” To that end, we
participated in workshops on worship leader-
ship, mission, Bible study and pray er, evangel-
ism and church growth, and spiritual discern-
ment. Joan Gray, Moderator of the 217th

General Assembly led the discussion on
spiritual leadership, emphasizing the need f or
Elders to use discernment in decision making
and mov ing our faith communities toward
mutually -desired goals.

Gray advised that a Session should not view
itself as just a board of directors, but leaders
who should be mindful of God’s v ision f or the
congregation. I lov ed the image she used of
the Session as a boat. She suggested that
instead of picturing ourselves in a rowboat,
working hard to keep our church moving, we
should imagine being in a sailboat, letting
pray er and the Holy Spirit fill the sails and
adv ance the journey.

In keeping with those ideas, Session consid-
ered a proposal at the September meeting that
would redirect the role of Elders to be more in
keeping with the Book of Order. Specif ically,

rather than being committee chairs, Session
would prov ide vision, set overall goals, engage
in study and spiritual discernment, and serv e
as spiritual leaders f or the congregation. While
elders would continue to work directly with lay
ministries, they would not be responsible f or
the day-to-day activ ities or leading these
meetings. Elders would keep the lines of
communication open between Session and
their respective ministries and assist in
dev eloping leadership. This would prov ide
opportunities for others in the congregation to
take on important roles in the life of the church.
You will hear more about this in the weeks to
come as we striv e to make Bradley Hills a
more streamlined and effective instrument in
God’s world.

I wanted to share with you one of the highlights
of my trip to Nashville. While there I had a
delightful lunch with Wafa Khallouf and enjoy ed
catching her up on the latest at BHPC and
hearing about her life. Wafa tells me she is
busy volunteering at her church and the
YWCA, and enjoying time with her family in
Nashville. She looked great and is absolutely
as sweet as ev er and she misses all of you as
much as I know you miss her. Waf a tells me
she gav e up on e-mail after retiring, but loves
to write and receive letters and I know she
would lov eto hear from you.

What blessings we are giv en in Christian
friendship.

Susie Wellman, Clerk of Session

“. . . we should
imagine being
in a sailboat,
letting prayer
and the Holy
Spirit fill the
sails and
advance the
journey.”



KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS
The Leaders of the Nations
Those in the Military
All those impacted by natural disasters
Rhonda Adamson’s Mother
Mel Bamel
George Vlahakis
Bill Tay lor
My laWilliams

WE GRIEVE THE DEATH OF
Jon Smoot’s Sister, Jan
Grace Mastalli’s Mother
Stephen Stokes’s Father
Shirley Shimomura, wif e of Hank Bellomy

ASSISTED LIVING AND IN-HOME CARE
Mark Andrews
Kay Biggs
Ev elyn Cohen

Harriet Hopkins
Winifred Werner
Lorrainne Woolston
John Pond
Dorothy Arey
Jan Smith
Gus Kruger
Mel Bamel

CELEBRATIONS
Ted Hamilton – has arrived safely in Manilla

where he will befor two months. We
celebrate his dedication to helping others
in God’s world

Birth of Courtney Emma Hyde to Chris &
Jennifer Hyde

P a r i sh J o y s & C o n c e r n s
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O c t o b e r B i r t h d a y s

Kenji Hinds 10/1
Tom Robertson 10/1
Nils Wayman 10/1
Margaret Gaus 10/2
Mark Liffiton 10/3
Dar Wolvin 10/3
Lorraine Woolston 10/3
Matt Boratenski 10/4
Chris Gschwend 10/4
Lizzie Menard 10/6
Chris Hy de 10/7
Dante Munoz 10/7
Dav is Nordeen 10/7
William Stafford 10/7
Elizabeth Jacob 10/8
Fola Oshunremi 10/8
George Petrides 10/8
Av a Chambers 10/10
Kev in Burgett 10/11
Ry an Kiell 10/11
Charlotte Miller 10/11
Drew Milne 10/11
Jennifer Stinson 10/11
Anna Elder 10/12
Lauren Evoy 10/12
George Vlahakis 10/12
Matthew Bacon 10/13
Al Kingman 10/13
Joey Russell 10/13
Sue Stricklett 10/13
Allison Burns 10/14
Wayne Miller 10/14
Elizabeth Scroggs 10/14
Kev in Gschwend 10/15
Nancy Hawkins 10/15

Joseph McDonald 10/15
Woody Rankin 10/15
Kathy Brady 10/16
Joshua Hansan 10/16
Cindy Stauffer 10/16
Daniela Matos 10/17
Timothy Vanderver, III 10/17
Gene Peterson 10/18
Bill Tay lor 10/18
Dav id Willman 10/18
Lanell Drasbek 10/19
Ellen Gillis 10/19
Jessie Malashevich 10/19
Kendall Wong 10/19
Carol Conrad 10/20
Marianna Tay lor 10/20
Emily Thomas 10/20
Maureen Bacon 10/22
Joseph Ferrari 10/22
Robert Bowis 10/23
Leslie Morrison 10/23
Cindy Matsiko 10/26
Anna McGuire 10/26
Shannon Dade 10/27
Veli Muller 10/27
Kaely n Petrides 10/27
Allison Beltran 10/28
Robby Deans 10/28
Mara Easterbrook 10/28
Sarah Nasson 10/28
Angela Neely 10/28
Laura Edson 10/29
Joel Turkewitz 10/30

Congregational News

Elizabeth & Philip Padgett
124 Leeds
Williamsburg, VA. 23188
Phone: 757-345-2993


