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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: Pastor’s Epistle “Vote Christian”
The above bumper sticker was provided to
conservative Christians by followers of the
fundamentalist minister, Jerry Falwell, may he
rest in peace. I suspect that God, having a
delicious sense of humor, has now eternally
consigned Falwell to matching socks in heaven’s
laundry room, as penance for his earthly
arrogant and ignorant divisiveness.

That bumper sticker makes my blood boil.
Senator John Danforth, three-term Republican
Senator and Episcopal priest, notes in his new
book, Faith and Politics, that to fundamentalist
Christians, to “Vote Christian” means no
abortion, no early stem cell research, no gay
marriage, hanging the 10 Commandments in
courthouses and the public square, and the
teaching of “Intelligent Design” in public schools.
He deplores this narrowing of faith to a handful of
wedge issues that divide the body politic. He
implores that Christianity be an agent for
reconciliation and compassion, and not a divisive
force in American political life.

This November we are presented with an
election of great and far-reaching consequence.

We must vote on positions, not on personalities,
despite the best attempts by empty-headed
entertainers on TV or in newsprint masquerading
as anchors and political commentators. They are
treating this election as an endless episode of
“Survivor.” What is at stake is sound economic
policy that benefits the many, not just the few;
fair-handed and wise court appointments; an
energy policy that honors the earth and
adequately provides a just distribution of earth’s
resources for fueling economic growth at a
sustainable rate; a foreign policy that promotes
justice, restraint, and compassion – and the list
goes on and on.

Instead of “Vote Christian” – how about “Vote
Human.” To do so is to vote Christian, for
humanity, created in the image of God, is to be
respected, honored, supported, and protected by
every act of the body politic. Yes, Christians do
and must vote – but not out of narrow self-
concern for what I get out of it, but for what
humanity around the globe gets out of it. John
Danforth, on June 17, 2005, wrote an op-ed
piece in the NYT entitled, “Onward Moderate

Christian Soldiers.” I commend its reading in full
to you. Here’s a snippet:

“People of faith have the right, and perhaps the
obligation, to bring their values to bear in politics.
Many conservative Christians approach politics
with a certainty that they know God's truth, and
that they can advance the kingdom of God
through governmental action. Moderate
Christians are less certain about when and how
our beliefs can be translated into statutory form,
not because of a lack of faith in God but because
of a healthy acknowledgement of the limitations
of human beings. For us, the only absolute
standard of behavior is the commandment to
love our neighbors as ourselves. Repeatedly in
the Gospels, we find that the Love
Commandment takes precedence when it
conflicts with laws. Moderate Christians see
ourselves, literally, as moderators. Far from
claiming to possess God's truth, we claim only to
be imperfect seekers of the truth. We reject the
notion that religion should present a series of
wedge issues useful at election time for
energizing a political base. We believe it is God's
work to practice humility, to wear tolerance on
our sleeves, to reach out to those with whom we
disagree, and to overcome the meanness we
see in today's politics. For us, religion should be
inclusive, and it should seek to bridge the
differences that separate people. Following a
Lord who cited love of God and love of neighbor
as encompassing all the commandments, we
reject a political agenda that displaces that love.
Christians who hold these convictions ought to
add their clear voice of moderation to the debate
on religion in politics.”

Amen to that! And pardon me for showing my
political preferences, but I close with a quote
from Senator Obama: “Because I do not believe
that religious people have a monopoly on
morality, I would rather have someone who is
grounded in morality and ethics, and who is also
secular, affirm their morality and ethics and
values without pretending that they're something
they're not. They don't need to do that. None of
us need to do that.”

My name is Jon Smoot and I
approve this message.
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8:15am—9:00am Worship Celebration*
9:00am—9:15am Fellowship
9:15am—10:15am Education for Adults, Library/Lounge*

Middler Class , Room 302
Confirmation Class for 8th & 9th Graders, Room 303
Senior High Education, Room 304

10:30am—11:30am Service for the Lord’s Day*
Church School for age 3—Grade 5

11:30am—12:00pm Fellowship
5:00pm—6:30pm Youth Fellowship

*Childcare available for birth through age 2

Daybreak Devotions

Spiritual reflection
… music … silence
(20 minutes)
Simple Communion

Wednesday
Morning

October 8

7:00-8:00a
Sanctuary

October 5—World Communion Sunday with Special Music (see page 6)

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Rev. Dr. E. Scott Winnette & Elder Ted Hamilton
Lectionary Text: Matthew 21:33-46

October 12
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Rev. Dr. Jon Smoot
Lectionary Text: Matthew 22-114

October 19—Stewardship Sunday—ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:30am
Guest Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Wilson Gunn,

Presbyter of National Capital Presbytery
Scripture Text: John 9

October 26—Dedication Sunday
Rev. Dr. Jon Smoot
Lectionary Text: Matthew 22:34-46

Preaching Schedule

Centering
Prayer

Lectio Divina
(sacred reading),
silence and shared
intercessory prayer

Every Tuesday
Morning

8:00-8:30a
Sanctuary

Bible Study

Wednesday
October 1
October 15

9:30am-11:00am
LibrarySenior Pastor/Head of Staff Search Report

The nine members of your Pastor Nominating Committee have continued to meet weekly,
and have spent many hours between meetings evaluating over 175 candidates for senior
pastor. Out of this long effort has emerged a short list of several candidates who appear well
qualified and interested in serving at Bradley Hills. We continue the interview and evaluation
process and we are hopeful that the Committee will reach consensus in the next few months
on making a call to one who is very well suited to serve as our next senior pastor. Please
continue to keep us in your prayers.

The PNC: Ed Hummers, Chair, Cathie Lutter, Vice Chair, Joan Burns, Doug Adamson, Jan
Hauck, Al Kingman, Margaret Rick, Yoshi Sei, Jennifer Snow








