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Moderator's letter is about being "just an elder." 
[Moderator, Joan Gray writes in her most recent letter about being "just an 
elder."] 

One thing I hate to hear coming out of the mouth of a Presbyterian is “I’m just 
[read only] an elder.”  Hearing this statement makes my blood pressure go 
up. I have been known to scold the unfortunate person who said, “I’m just an 
elder” for not appreciating their high office and launch into an exposition of 
the unique role of the elder in the Reformed tradition.   

If we are going to fulfill our potential as a denomination in the years ahead, 
we must redeem the role of elder as spiritual leader and invest more in the 
training and support of our elders.  Our system of church government is 
arranged so that elders always outnumber pastors in the governing body of 
the local congregation, therefore no church will rise above the level of its 
elders.  

If properly trained, encouraged, and supported elders can do great things.  In 
Africa where the church is growing faster than they can train pastors many 
congregations are led by the elders. One pastor may oversee ten or more 
congregations and the day to day life of the congregation is in the hands of 
the elders.  Though we are blessed with more pastors than the African 
churches, we still need to mine the leadership gifts of our elders to rise to the 
challenges before us.  To be a Presbyterian elder is a unique and high calling, 
and there’s no “just’ about it! [Click on March column to read her words on 
evangelism.] 

Faith in 3D - Dare, Discover, Dream 
On January 16-19, 2009 youth from the Presbyterian Church (USA) will meet 
at Disney World in Orlando, Florida with youth from the Episcopal Church and 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.  This opportunity will allow participants to 
DARE to live and act faithfully in the world; DISCOVER the depth and 
richness of an authentic faith in Jesus Christ; and DREAM ways in which faith 
can make a difference in their lives.  There will be worship, small groups, and 
playtime in the Disney parks.  For more information, go to www.faithin3d.org. 

Click here for information about going with the presbytery group! 

Ronald L. Carter will become Johnson C. Smith's 13th president 
Johnson C. Smith University Board of Trustees has announced that Ronald L. 
Carter will become the university’s 13th president on July 1.  Carter will leave 
Coker College in Hartsville, SC, where he has served as provost and dean of 
faculty since 1997.  He succeeds Dorothy Cowser Yancy who has led the 
school since 1994. 

3.8% Experience Apportionment Increase - BOP 
Effective July 1, 2008 retired plan members will receive a 3.8% boost in their 
pensions and active plan members will receive a 3.8% increase in their 

Calendar 
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March 

 27, P.A.D.D., Presbytery office, 1 pm. 

27, South Carolina presbyteries staff meeting, 

Forest Hills Presbyterian Church, Columbia, 

9:20 am. 

29, Small Church Gathering, Camp Pee Dee, 

11:30 am.  

April 

3, Congregational Development Division, 

Presbytery office, 12 pm. 

5, Work Day at Camp Pee Dee, 10 am. 

8, Committee on Ministry, Presbytery office, 

2:30 pm. 

9, Worship & Spiritual Formation Division, 

Presbytery office, 9:30 am. 

10, Grand Strand area Min./Ed. lunch, Cedar 

Hill Landing, 12 pm. 

 

 Prayer Concerns 

(as requested)  

No request this week. 

If you have a prayer request, please email it to 

netanyia@newharmonypres.org.  

 

New Harmony Churches 

(praying for two each week) 

Jefferson Presbyterian Church 

John Calvin Presbyterian Church, Florence

 

http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/313/moderator_column_march_08_FINAL11.pdf
http://www.faithin3d.org/
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/313/Faithin3D.pdf
http://www.jcsu.edu/
mailto:netanyia@newharmonypres.org


pension credits. Get all the information here. 

Project Burning Bush - Institute 2008: June 29-July 12 

A youth ministry initiative of Union Theological Seminary & Presbyterian 

School of Christian Education, Project Burning Bush is a program of theological 

vocation and Christian leadership for high school students.  It is a place to 

imagine and explore how their gifts and talents can be used for God’s purpose, 

alongside others who are experiencing the same type of call.  Applications for 

summer 2008 are currently being accepted.  ALL PARTICIPANTS RECEIVE A 

FULL SCHOLARSHIP.  For more information and to download an application, 

visit our website at www.projectburningbush.org, email burningbush@union-

psce.edu, or call Joy Cotzias at 804-278-4319. 

Hymnal Committee members sought 

The Presbyterian Publishing Corporation, in consultation with the Presbyterian 

Association of Musicians and the Office of Theology and Worship, is currently 

accepting applications for the new Hymnal Committee. Persons with a deep 

love for the song of the church, who can think theologically about music and 

musically about theology, who have experience in worship planning and 

leadership, who are able to work collegially, and who are able to make a 

commitment to attend all meetings of the Hymnal Committee are encouraged 

to apply. Candidates under the age of twenty-five are encouraged to apply. 

All application forms and completed reference forms must be received by PPC 

before July 11, 2008. The Hymnal Committee will be named by August 15, 

2008, and the first meeting of the Hymnal Committee is scheduled for 

September 22 and 23, 2008, in Louisville. The Hymnal Committee is expected 

to meet four times each year over the next four or five years. You can find a 

copy of the application and reference form at new hymnal. Please mail your 

completed form to Hymnal Editor David Eicher at Presbyterian Publishing 

Corporation, 100 Witherspoon Street, Room 2001, Louisville, Kentucky 40202-

1396; e-mail it to deicher@presbypub.com; or fax it to 502-569-5113. 

Presbyterian Youth Workers will meet at Bethelwoods, April 10. 

The regional meeting of the Presbyterian Youth Worker's Association, April 10, 

10:00 am, Bethelwoods Camp & Conference Center, will focus on "Theology of 

Youth Space," "Confirmation," & Video Editing.  For more information click 

here. 

Metrolina Educator Connection will focus on keeping children safe. 

On Thursday, April 10, 1-4 pm, educators will meet to learn about creating a 

child protection policy and a life-span approach on faith and sexuality.  The 

meeting is at Bethelwoods Camp & Conference Center.  You will find more 

information here. 

Events of Interest & Employment Opportunities 
Click on Presbytery and Church/Synod/GA to find events of interest. 
Click on Employment Opportunities to find educator, musician, and other 
opportunities. 

Adobe Version of "This Week" available at adobe version.  Need adobe 

reader.  Visit adobe. 

Presbytery of New Harmony   

Contact us at office@newharmonypres.org or (877) 662-8411.  

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-6p.m., Monday-Thursday; 8:30-12:30, Friday.  

(Executives are in the office Mondays-Thursdays.) Contact the Presbytery 

Staff.  

 Mission Yearbook 

(next six days of prayer from the Mission 

Yearbook) 

 + India 

 

+ Bangladesh 
 

+ Nepal  

 

+Sri Lanka 

 

+ The Multicultural Church 

 

+ Thailand   

 

 View Past Issues 

03/19/08 

 

03/05/08 

 

02/27/08 

 

02/20/08 

Information Needed  

If you have had an event at your church 

you would like to report or have an 

upcoming event to publicize in the 

Presbytery of New Harmony, send the 

information to 

avery@newharmonypres.org. Publicity of 

an upcoming event should be sent two 

weeks prior to the event. 
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