
 

 

Order of Worship 

Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of New Harmony  

August 18, 2020 
 
Prelude           Sarabande            J.S. Bach 

 
THE GATHERING  

Call to Worship 

O God, look upon us and consider the cries of your people; our eyes are full of tears, our hearts 
filled with sorrow. 

We have come in witness to the mourning and lamentation that fill your sanctuary.  We call upon 
your name, O God, from the depths of our souls. 

We are here to give witness to the current realities of our lives.  We have gathered to renew our 
hope in Jesus Christ as we journey through these days. 

Come let us worship and bow down, for God is good. God’s steadfast love endures forever! 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, We find ourselves wandering through an unfamiliar wilderness.  As we traverse the 
steep hills and rocky terrain of our present circumstances,  we are uncertain of the journey. We are 
afraid to explore. We are uncertain about trying new things. We fear the unknown in the world 
around us, and right now so much is unknown. Everything is daunting and scary.  It is easier to stop 
in our tracks than it is to do.  Forgive us God, for not trusting you. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 

For too long our country has been groaning in anguish, yet not all of us have seen nor heard with 
willing, loving hearts. Now the moans and laments have been replaced by shouts and anger for the 
justice of people who died saying “I can’t breathe”. We can no longer ignore what we do not want to 
accept. We can no longer say we do not play a part.  Forgive us God, for not honoring your 
kingdom.  Forgive us God, for not loving your children. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 

Help us O God, to move past ourselves and our preconceived ideas of what your church should be; 
established, steeped in tradition, separated, segregated. You created us to be the beloved 
community of all your children.  We come believing that the divisions of today do not have to be the 
reality of tomorrow. But in confession and repentance, moving beyond the fear of change and empty 
rhetoric into consistent action, we continue as Christ’s body, into a beloved community.   

Lord have mercy upon us. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon (from Isaiah 58) 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let 
the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? The Lord will guide you continually and your 
ancient ruins shall be rebuilt. You shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to 
live in. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 



 

 

Hymn of Response          There is a Balm in Gilead           (African American Spiritual) 
There is a balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole. 

There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 
Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain, 

but then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again.  
There is a balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole. 

There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul.  
 

THE WORD 
Prayer of Illumination  
 
Scripture   Lamentations 5:20-21 and Ephesians 3:14-21 

 
Sermon         Lament to Joy      Rev. Josie Holler 
 
Anthem        I Choose Love     Mark Miller 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

Invitation to the Table    

     Come to the Table of Grace            Hamm 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Words of Institution 

Communion of God’s People 

Prayer of Gratitude  
 
Offering 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Offertory 
 
Sending Hymn          We Will Go Out with Joy                             Donaldson 

(Lyrics attached)  
 

Benediction  
 
THE END OF WORSHIP………………………………………………………..THE BEGINNING OF SERVICE 
 
Participants for Worship: YAAD Breanna McFadden (Westminster), Ruling Elder Commissioner Marion 

Slater (Goodwill), Teaching Elder Commissioner Rev. Josie Holler (The Presbyterian Church at Manning), 

New Harmony Presbytery Moderator Ruling Elder Linda Jackson (Melina), and Hamilton Stoddard, 

Organist; Bella Land, Soloist;  Lauren Decker, Violinist (First, Sumter.) 

  

Special thanks to Joni Brown for coordinating all the musical parts and to Ike Jennings and Kenny Jordan 

for recording and editing the service.  They are members of First, Sumter; we are grateful for the hospitality 

and assistance of this congregation. 

 

The liturgy for worship for today is based on the Liturgy from Opening Worship at the 224th General 

Assembly. 
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