
Social Ministries:  

Triangle East Fellowship of Churches: Bruce Tarnaski, 365-5716  

Catholic Parish Outreach: 873-0245  

Bereavement Committee: Lin Cosgrove, 404-0904  

Social Ministry Committee: Ruth van der Grinten, 365-7212  
 

Services:  

New Facility Steering Committee: John Nussbaum, 266-6257  

Building Committee:  Sam Fish, 365-6865 

Finance Council: Carol Ours, 365-4286  

Maintenance Committee: Daniel Aguilar, 934-1545  

International Food Festival: Gene Zack, 266-9401  

Safe Environment Team: Joe Howell, 365-3342  

Community Spirit (Socials): John Ettensberger, 269-0970  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ORGANIZATIONS:  
 

Pastoral Advisory Council (meets the third Wednesday at 7PM):  

Joe Howell, 365-3342 -Chairperson  
 

Knights of Columbus (meets the 2nd & 4th Wednesday at 8PM):  

Jeff Maas, (252) 235-2823 -Grand Knight  
 

Cub Scouts (meets most Mondays at 7PM):  

Stephen Burke, 404-1531 -Cub Master  
 

Ladies Guild (meets the first Wednesday at 7:00PM):  

Geri Ettensberger, 269-0970 -President  
 

First Friday Seniors (meets on the 1st Friday of the month at 

10:00AM):   Bruce Tarnaski, 365-5716 -Chairperson  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sacramental Celebrations  
 

English Mass Schedule:  

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday -9:00am  

Saturday -5:00pm  

Sunday -8:00am and 10:30am  
 

Reconciliation (Confessions):  

Saturday -4:00 -4:45pm, or by appointment  
 

Baptisms:  
Classes for preparation are scheduled for the third Saturday of  

the month at 10:00AM. Parents and Godparents are required to  

attend a preparation class. Baptisms will be the fourth Saturday  

of the month at 10:00AM. Please call the office to register for  

the class you plan to attend.  
 

Marriage:  

Arrangements must be made with the Pastor at least six months  

in advance. For con-validations please contact the Pastor.  
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  

For candidates to receive Adult Faith Formation and Initiation  

into the Christian Community and sacraments. Please call the  

office for more information or to sign up.  
 

Anointing of the Sick:  

Please call the church office at 365-7114 so arrangements can  

be made to visit and anoint the sick. In case of an emergency  

please call the priest at 365-3658.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Information  
 

New Parishioners:  

We welcome you to our church family and invite you to  

register with us. Forms are available in the Education  

Building or the vestibule of the church.  

Celebraciones de Sacramentos  
 

Misas en Español:  

Martes -7:00pm  

Sábados -6:30pm  

Domingos -12:30pm y 5:00pm  

 

Reconciliación (Confesiones):  

Sábados -4:00 -4:45pm o por cita  

 

Bautismos:  

Las clases toman lugar cada segundo sábado del mes a las  

10:00am. El sacramento del bautismo se celebra cada tercer  

sábado del mes a las 10:00am. Las familias deben estar  

registradas en la Iglesia. Si los padrinos son casados, deben  

estar casados por la iglesia. Si son solteros deben estar  

confirmados y ser católicos practicantes.  

 

Matrimonios:  

Deben avisar al Padre con seis meses de anticipación.  

Para convalidaciónes: llame el Padre para una cita.  

 

RICA:  

Para candidatos adultos para la formación de fe, initiación  

a la comunidad cristiana y los sacramentos de bautismos,  

confirmación y eucaristia. Llame la oficina de la parroquia  

a 365-7114.  

 

Por los Infermos:  
Por favor avise a la oficina (365-7114) si hay algún enfermo  

para arreglar una visita y unción de los enfermos. En caso de  

emergencia llame el Padre a 365-3658.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Otra Información  
 

Nuevos Parroquianos:  

Les damos la bienvenida a nuestra familia parroquial y damos  

la invitación a usted para registrarse con nosotros. Las formas  

están disponibles en el Edificio de Educación o el entrada de  

la iglesia.  

 

Quinceañeras:  
A todas las señoritas que quieran celebrar sus quinceañeras  

tendran que inscribirse o registrarse por lo menos 4 meses  

de anticipacion. Hay tres platicas : los domingos a las  

1:30pm -para las fechas: consulte por favor el boletin.  

Los ceremonios : servicio de la palabra y la comunión: los  

sabados a las dos de la tarde (2:00PM) o una bendición simple  

al final de la misa del sabado a las sies y media (6:30PM).  

 

Presentaciones o Benedicción de los niños de tres años:  

Segundo sábado del mes, al final de la misa de 6:30PM.  

Prayer for Our Men and Women in the Service  

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect  

them as they protect us. Bless them and their  

families for the selfless acts they perform for us in  

our time of need. We ask this in the name of thy  

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.  

 



MAY 16 - MAY 23, 2009 
Saturday May 16  5:00PM Mass in memory of Alma 

Farah, requested by a 

member of her parish family 

and in honor of the Feast of 

Saint Eugene de Mazenod 

Sunday May 17  8:00AM Mass in honor of the Feast 

of Saint Eugene de Mazenod 

                10:30AM  Mass in memory of Lonnie 

Howell, requested by John 

and Geri Ettensberger and in 

honor of the Feast of Saint 

Eugene de Mazenod 

Wednesday  May 20  9:00AM   Communion Service and 

Rosary 

Thursday May 21  9:00AM Mass and Rosary 

Friday  May 22  9:00AM Mass and Rosary 

Saturday May 23  5:00PM Mass of the Ascension of 

Our Lord and in memory of 

Alma Farah, requested by a 

member of her parish family 

Saturday, May 23, 2009, 5:00PM  
Altar Servers: Tyler and Joshua Zack 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Dot Sollman, Ralph LaNeve, Mary 

Jane Roberts and Steve Allen 

Lector: Steve Sledge 

Ushers:  Jeff Maas and Gene Zack 
 

Sunday, May 24, 2009, 8:00AM  
Altar Servers:  Noah Hall and Katelyn Tarnaski 

Eucharistic Ministers:  Danny Sprissler, Danielle Sprissler, 

Gabe Pitzel and Mary Flores 

Lector: Geri Ettensberger 

Ushers: Phil Tarnaski and Tony May 
 

Sunday, May 25, 2009, 10:30AM  
Altar Servers: Margaret Vollmer and Maryssa Lape 

Eucharistic Ministers: Deacon Willie, Laura Rubish, Joan 

Fitts, Mary Castleberry and Lin Cosgrove 

Lector:  Joe Korostynski  

Ushers: Marissa M. Lim and Jesse Jones 

Stewardship Corner -Weekly Offertory  

SAINT EUGENE CATHOLIC CHURCH WENDELL, NC 

Masses This Week 

Liturgical Roles 

Sunday May 17 9:00AM Religious Education 

  9:00AM Adult Faith Sharing 

  9:00AM Choir Practice       

                  11:45AM Religious Education  

                                       11:45AM Adult Faith Sharing  

Monday  May 18 7:00PM Cub Scout Meeting  

Tuesday  May 19 7:00PM Good Shepherd Prayer 

Group 

Wednesday  May 20  7:00PM Pastoral Advisory Council 

Meeting 

Thursday May 21  7:30PM Choir Practice   

Friday May 22  
Saturday May 23     8:30AM Ladies’ Guild Communion 

Breakfast, Mass at Saint 

Eugene and the buffet 

breakfast at Fargo’s in 

Zebulon follows 

Sunday:     Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Jn 15:26---16:4a 

Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22---18:1/Jn 16:12-15 

Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Jn 16:16-20 

Friday:  Acts 18:9-18/Jn 16:20-23 

Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Jn 16:23b-28 

Next Sunday: Ascension of the Lord: Acts 1:1-11/  

   Eph 1:17-23 or Eph 4:1-13  

   or 4:1-7, 11-13/Mk 16:15-20 

Readings for the Week of May 17, 2009  

 

...all the ladies of the parish to the Annual  

Communion Breakfast on  Saturday, May 23, 2009 

at 8:30am.   We will celebrate mass at 

the church and enjoy a buffet breakfast 

at Fargoôs in Zebulon afterwards.   

Cost is $12.75.  Please sign up after Mass.   

This Week At Saint Eugene 

YUMMO!  Saint Eugeneôs Menôs Softball 

Team sponsors a delicious Spaghetti  

Dinner on Friday, May 29 beginning at 

6pm.  Dinner includes spaghetti,  

meatballs, bread and salad!  Where can 

you get a deal like that for only $5. an 

adult or $3. for kids 12 and under.   

Come on out and support our team. Thank you!   

~~ Spaghetti Dinner ~~ 

The Ladiesô Guild Cordially Invites... 
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Our Weekly Parish Offertory Goal is $9,162
Nuestro Objetivo de Ofertorio de Parroquia 

Semanal es 9,162 dólares



16 DE MAYO - 23 DE MAYO DE 2009 
 

Sábado 16 de Mayo 6:30PM    Misa de Fiesta de San  

         Eugenio de Mazenod 

Domingo 17 de Mayo 12:30PM    Misa de Fiesta de San  

         Eugenio de Mazenod 

              5:00PM    Misa de Fiesta de San  

         Eugenio de Mazenod 

Martes 19 de Mayo     7:00PM    Servicio de Comuni·n y  

         Grupo de Oraci·n  

Sábado 23 de Mayo  6:30PM    Misa  del Ascensi·n 

Sábado, 23 de Mayo de 2009, 6:30PM  
Lectores: Lupita Garcia y Esmeralda Salazar 

Ministros:  Maria Chavez, Delia Perez, Blanca Guzman y 

Voluntario 

Acólitos:  Janeth Garcia, Jessica Perez y Juanita Chavez 
 

Domingo, 24 de Mayo de 2009, 12:30PM  

Lectores: Belen Lundy y Jose Contreras 

Ministros: Andrea Orozco, Gina Ramirez, Lorene Cira y 

Aleyda Mercado  

Acólitos:  Paola Cira, Nancy Contreras y Andrea Ayala 
 

Domingo, 24 de Mayo de 2009, 5:00PM  

Lectores: Nieves Garcia y Andrea Sanchez 

Ministros: Linda Pinto, Evarely Castro y Jose y Maria 

Torres 

Acólitos:  Alberto Manzanares, Laura Garcia y Voluntario 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  MAY 17, 2009 

Misas esta Semana  Papeles Litúrgicos  

Domingo 17 de Mayo     2:00PM   Clases de Quincea¶eras 

    3:00PM    Movimiento de Familia  

        Cristiano 

    3:00PM   Legi·n de Mar²a  

Lunes 18 de Mayo        6:30PM   Grupo J·venil 

    6:30PM   Adultos J·venes 

Martes 19 de Mayo 8:00PM   Alcoh·licos An·nimos 

Miércoles 20 de Mayo   6:30PM    Ensayo de Primer  

                    Comuni·n -  Grupo I 

    7:00PM   Ensayo del Coro de la  

                    Misa del S§bado 6:30pm  

Jueves 21 de Mayo        7:30PM   Cursillo/Ultreya 

    8:00PM   Alcoh·licos An·nimos 

Viernes 22 de Mayo  6:30PM   Primer Reconciliaci·n -  

        Grupo II 

Sábado 23 de Mayo      10:00AM   Primer Comuni·n -  

        Grupo I 

    2:00PM   Quincea¶era de Elizeth  

        Mendoza 

Esta Semana En San Eugenio 

Lecturas para la semana del 17 de Mayo de 2009 

Domingo:   Hch 10, 25-26. 34-35. 44-48/1 Jn 4, 7-10/Jn 15, 9-17 

Lunes:  Hch 16, 11-15/Jn 15, 26---16, 4 

Martes:  Hch 16, 22-34/Jn 16, 5-11 

Miércoles: Hch 17, 15. 22---18, 1/Jn 16, 12-15 

Jueves:  Hch 18, 1-8/Jn 16, 16-20 

Viernes:  Hch 18, 9-18/Jn 16, 20-23 

Sábado:  Hch 18, 23-28/Jn 16, 23-28 

Domingo siguiente:   La Ascensión del Señor: Hch 1, 1-11/  

   Ef 1, 17-23 o Ef 4, 1-13 o 4, 1-7. 11-13/] 

   Mc 16, 15-20 

Invitamos a todas las familias que asisten regularmente  

a la misa en la parroquia de San Eugenio, y a los que  

tienen un sentido de pertenecer a nuestra comunidad 

parroquial para que participen en el  

Nuevo Formato de Registro Parroquial del 2009. 
 

Esta registración completa va a fortalecer su  

continuada colaboración dentro de la Parroquia,  

con su tiempo, talentos y tesoro. 

La radio católica está en Raleigh!  La Diócesis de 

Raleigh tiene un programa religiosa católica de 30 

minutos cada semana en la radio:  los Domingos alas 

7:30 am en WYMY 96.9 FM " La Ley" en Raleigh.  

También hay un programa religioso católico en la 

Televisión cada Martes alas 7:00 pm en el canal 22.  

Por favor comparta esta información. Gracias!  

NUEVO FORMATO DE REGISTRO PARROQUIAL  

Mayo 17 y 24. 
Todas las clases son los domingos a la 2:00pm. 

Si estas pensando a celebrar tus quince años, asegúrate  

para tomar las clases (tres domingos seguidos) que se 

ofrecen solamente en tres períodos el año, y inscríbete  

por los menos 4 meses en anticipación.  

Platicas para las Quinceañeras el 2009 

CATHOLIC RADIO is here in Raleigh!   
Faith, family, prayers, problems, questions, 

answers, and more.  Divine Mercy Radio can be 

heard every MON ï FRI, 5-6pm on AM 570.   

Visit www.WDMR.org or call 919-859-9871  

to find out more.  

The Diocese of Raleigh belongs to the 

ecclesiastical province of Atlanta which 

celebrates the Solemnity of the Feast of the 

Ascension of our Lord on the Seventh 

Sunday of Easter.    This celebration  

will be observed on Saturday and Sunday, 

the 23 and 24 of May. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

La Fiesta, Solemnidad de la Ascensión del Senor sera 

celebrada en el septimo domingo de Pascua, Sabado y 

Domingo Mayo 23-24, 2009!  

Ascension of Our Lord/Ascensión del Señor 

file:///C:/index.php
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IGLESIA DE SAN EUGENIO WENDELL, NC 

Weôve begun a study of The Acts 
of the Apostles.  This 6-week 

study will help us to grow in our 
understanding of the early 

Church by studying and sharing 
Godôs Word.  

  

The next series is now in session 
in Trailer 2 after both the 8am 

and 10:30am Masses.   
 

Study guides are available for a nominal cost.  Contact 
Chuck or Lisa Piratzky at 266-6853 for more info and 

to reserve your spot. 

Adult Faith Sharing Group 
Birthchoice, the area’s only Catholic crisis pregnancy 

medical clinic, will be holding its first annual  

Golf for Life on May 18, 2009 at Lochmere Golf Club.  

Sponsorship spots are still available for those interested in 

entering a team of golfers.   

Individual golfers may now register for $75 per player.  

Come join us on the green to support hundreds of local 

women facing unplanned pregnancies.   

For more information, please visit www.golf-for-life-nc.org 

or call Kristy Chandler at 919-810-0306. 

Attention Golfers... 

CONCURSO FESTIVAL DE COMISETA LOGO 

¡El tiempo de salir marcadores, coloró lápices, 

los carboncillos y su mente creadora! 

Cualquiera 13 años o más joven puede entrar 

un dibujo. Las entradas deben ser recibidas 

por 24 de mayo y deben estar en el libro 

blanco simple, utilizar no más de 3 colores y no deben 

incluir fraseo de "Alimento & Festival de música".  

 

El ganador será anunciado en el 30 de mayo & masa 

de 31. El logo escogido será impreso en camisetas 

blancas y vendido como parte de recaudación de 

fondos para el Festival. Para más información, 

contacte 919 -366 -9500 de Olivia Jones.  

FESTIVAL T - SHIRT LOGO CONTEST     
 

Time to get out markers, colored pencils, 

crayons and your creative mind!  Anyone 13 

years or younger can enter a drawing.  

Entries must be received by May 24th and 

must be on plain white paper, use no more 

than 3 colors and must not  include wording of 

òInternational Food & Music Festivaló.   

 

The winner will be announced at the May 30th & 

31st masses. The chosen logo will be printed on 

white t -shirts and sold as part of fundraising for 

the Festival. For more information, contact Olivia 

Jones 919-366 -9500.  

¿Cuándo (registración)? Mayo 2009 
¶ El curso para la Confirmación durará 2 años. 

¶ La clase será en Ingles, cada domingo a las 11.45 AM hasta 12.45 PM. 

¶ El costo de la registración es $35.00 para primer año, y después $50.00 para el segundo año. 

¶ Los jóvenes que van a registrarse deben pertenecer (haber sido registrados/as) a la parroquia de San Eugenio. 
  

Notas importantes:  

~Cambiamos el horario de la Misa Dominical, desde 12.30 PM a la 1.00 PM, empezando el primer domingo de Agosto. 

~Aquellos que han cumplido 17 a¶os de edad y necesitan el Sacramento de Confirmaci·n pueden asistir en el programa 

de Confirmación para los adultos (RICA). La registración será en Agosto 2009. 

~En los programas de educaci·n religiosa (especialmente para preparaciones y celebraciones de los sacramentos de 

Bautismo, Primera Comuni·n y Confirmaci·n), la Parroquia dar§ ñprioridadò a los que han sido registrados en la 

Base de Datos de la Parroquia de San Eugenio ï antes de su inicio en las clases de educación religiosa.  

 (vea: Nuevo Formato de Registro Parroquial/HOJA ROSITA) 

~ Registraci·n para Nuevos Estudiantes de Confirmaci·n ~ 
όǇŀǊŀ ŀǉǳŜƭƭƻǎ Ŝƴ у ƻ ф ƎǊŀŘƻΣ ƻ ƳŜƴƻǎ ŘŜ мт ŀƷƻǎ ŘŜ ŜŘŀŘύ 

 

http://www.golf-for-life-nc.org/


SEXTO DOMINGO DE PASCUA  17 DE MAYO DE 2009 

 

By Arthur King, OMI 
 

Eugene de Mazenod met Emmanuel Gaultier de Claubry in the coach on his 

way from Paris to Lyon in September 1805. They were both 23 years old, al-

though Emmanuel seemed younger. Emmanuel was a surgeon in the Italian 

Army and was returning to duty. Eugene was returning to Aix after a trip to 

Paris with his Aunt Gabrielle, the Marquise de Pierrefeu. 
 

It must have been an interesting journey. Besides the two young men and the 

marquise, there was another soldier in the coach who was apparently bored or 

turned off by the conversation which passed between Eugene and Emmanuel. 

If the letters which later passed between them are any indication of what the 

conversation was like, it was no wonder. Emmanuel was described as anything 

but military. He was rather fair and polished and lacked the usual machismo 

associated with a soldier. He obviously came from a high-born family and it's 

anybody's guess what he was doing in the Italian Army. By todays' standards 

he was also rather young to be a surgeon. 
 

One might imagine that Madame slept through the whole thing. One might also believe that Eugene, curious and uninhibited 

creature that he was, initiated the conversation. Within the few hours journey the two men became fast friends and appar-

ently hit it off so well that they told each other their life's story. Apparently the conversation centered very much on religion 

- a most unlikely topic for strangers. No question, they liked each other instantly. Eugene seems to have found in Emmanuel 

the ami du coeur for which he longed for so long. Emmanuel was absolutely taken by this charming, warm-hearted and can-

did Nobleman from Aix. 
 

It was remarkable that so deep a friendship could have welded in so short a time and remained for so long. Eugene and Em-

manuel remained close friends for more than fifty years. Emmanuel preceded Eugene in death in 1855. Eugene described it 

in a letter of 1807: "... that journey which seemed to me so short, and which, in bringing us together each for his own reason, 

led us to part from one another perhaps forever; from that Eugene whom, in a word, you found to your hearts liking and 

whom you love as he still loves you." 
 

Letters passed between them which can only be called passionate in a truly holy sense. Keeping in mind that they were both 

laymen and still in their early twenties, the spiritual content is extraordinary given that they lived in an age of decadence. 

Emmanuel's letters were unabashedly candid. By our standards they might appear to be a bit "gushy". But it is clear how 

much he was invested in Eugene and depended on him as a mentor and for spiritual support. He was obviously a troubled 

and lonely young man and much out of place where he was. 
 

"I ask you for your fervent prayer, O Eugene, do not abandon your friend in his need," Emmanuel wrote to Eugene in Octo-

ber, 1805. At the Officer's Mess he apparently took a raking over the coals, "the sarcasms, mockery, jests, slurs... about my 

appearance, my manner, expression, which you know is not very military," he complained to his friend. It seems to have 

been a somewhat vicious persecution which followed him wherever he was billeted. He would complain of it again. Eugene 

replied in November "... your letter, my dear friend, fills my heart with sorrow. I have very much resented the insults which 

tested you during that horrible meal." But Eugene does not coddle Emmanuel. "... it is when they discover that you are a 

Christian that they will inundate you with sarcasm, insults and contempt," Eugene tells his friend, "you will have to summon 

all the power that you received with holy regeneration and the laying on of hands." Though Eugene wanted to encourage and 

support him, he says to him "Eugene is not the point, it is Jesus Christ, it is Peter, Paul, John who send the salutary nourish-

ment which received with spiritual faith of which you are capable, will certainly not be without effect." Eugene then sent 

him a long list of Scripture passages to contemplate. 
 

This is very revealing. No doubt that Eugene considered Emmanuel a beloved friend, but he seems to have readily sensed 

Emmanuel's dependence and a certain weakness in him. The emotionally distraught friend really had no one. Eugene proved 

to be a good friend and a wise counselor by making his friend turn to his own inner resources to find the strength to cope. 

Eugene is up front with him. He says he must be careful what he says to him "to draw from a pure source... where all our 

needs are foreseen and the remedies prepared." It is eminently Christocentric.  (Continued on next page) 

A REMARKABLE FRIENDSHIP 



  

...cuando venimos juntos en el San Eugenio para un 

Foro Parroquial para todos los parroquianos el 

domingo, 31 de Mayo de 2009, de 2 - 4pm.   
 

Nuestro plan es de presentar los dibujos conceptuales 

terminados a la parroquia . Debemos también tener una 

estimación en el coste del proyecto para esa reunión. 

Ahora marque por favor sus calendarios. Es importante 

que tenemos un séquito muy bueno de la parroquia entera 

para esta reunión importante. Su presencia es necesaria 

moverse adelante con este proyecto. Si usted tiene 

cualesquiera preguntas, entre en contacto con un 

miembro del comité del manejo o del edificio por favor.  

...as we come together at Saint Eugene for a Parish 

Forum on Sunday, May 31, 2009 from 2 - 4pm.   

 

Our plan is to present the completed conceptual 

drawings to the parish.  We should also have an 

estimate on the cost of the project for that meeting. 

Please mark your calendars now. It is important that 

we have a very good turnout from the entire parish for 

this important meeting. Your input is needed to move 

forward with this project. If you have any questions, 

please contact a member of the Steering or Building 

committee.  

VBS will be held at Covenant Presbyterian Church this year on Sunday, June 21 through  

Thursday, June 25 from 6pm until 8:30 pm each night.   

We are still in need of volunteers to help.  Please watch this spot for more information.   

To volunteer or if you have any questions, you may contact:  

 Angelia Page at home 365 -8485 or cell 345 -6017 or email pagead@bellsouth.net . 

A year passed before Emmanuel wrote again. He had been seriously ill and had a long convalescence. Emmanuel speaks of a 

change, "... the soldiers I live with are not like you... I have had to endure humiliations... because I defy human respect." 

Now Emmanuel openly prays grace at the table and makes no secret of how he thinks and feels, especially in a moral sense. 

Emmanuel found his courage to be himself, no matter what, and he conquered his internal foe. "I have seen the end," he says 

"I am tranquil." Evidently Eugene's counsel proved salutary. Emmanuel was profoundly grateful. "O my friend, how many 

times I have blessed God for having so kindly willed to associate me with you as a fellow traveler. My heart is devoted to 

you and I will never cease to love you. I pray for you always, not because you need my prayers, but so that God bestow more 

and more of his gifts on a man who is so worthy." 
 

Just before Christmas, 1807, Eugene wrote a very long letter to Emmanuel. "I shared your sufferings, my dear friend, but I 

also blessed the God of your victory as I pray that he will preserve you in these sentiments which are the source of your 

glory, mind and the whole Church's." This is a firm pat on the back but was immediately followed by a sober admonition - 

"Do not be disturbed by the persecutions which come to you, for you know that we are destined to these... for the Master has 

told us: 'you will be persecuted for my sake.'" 
 

Eugene then told Emmanuel something which must have shocked him. "Now, shall I speak about myself to you? Yes, but it 

will be for me to recommend myself to your prayers, to expressly charge you to ask God with perseverance that he will ac-

complish in me his adorable designs that I foil the effect of by my infidelities." Emmanuel could hardly have ever thought 

this of his friend. Eugene continued, "... that he will strike, shape, subdue me, so that I will not fail to will what he wills; that 

he will eradicate the number of obstacles with which I oppose him; that I arrive at a more perfect state to which I am firmly 

convinced that I am being called." 
 

The force of this language, the candor of this revelation must have been amazing to Emmanuel. He knew Eugene was sin-

cere. It must have been difficult to picture the friend to whom he looked with such esteem, albeit reverence, in this way. But 

was this more than just a confession? It is in fact an early hint of the rebirth of Eugene's lost vocation. It was certainly a sign 

of his newborn conversion. 
 

The exchanges between these two remarkable young laymen gives us a clear insight into their very souls. It reveals to us as 

well the depth of the Founder's spirituality, even as a layman. It underlines the depth of a fraternal love which he would later 

lavish upon his Oblate sons. At the end of his life, St. Eugene spoke to his sons about his successor, "perhaps he will be a 

better superior than I was... but will he ever love you as I have loved you... never!" And that was his farewell to us. 

A Remarkable Friendship (Cont.) 

 

El texto de San Eugenio en español será publicado en el boletín de la semana que viene. 

Por Favor Acompaños a Nosotros... Please join us... 

mailto:pagead@bellsouth.net

