
ST. EUGENE PARISH ADVISORY COUNCIL

Minutes from Thursday, March 18, 2010

Meeting attended by: Carlos C., John E., Geri E., John N., Bro. Ryan, Tom Falvey., Gene Z., Agnes D., Mary K., Kristina H., Debbie B., Esperanza C., Fr. Joseph, Joe H., Steve S., Ruth, Carlos A., Carol O., Vanessa F.

Opening Prayer from March 21st bulletin led by Fr. Joseph

Minutes from February 16 2010 meeting were voted on and approved.

Steering Committee – John and Carlos C. 

-Financial Plan was approved to the Diocesan Financial Council as submitted. It is very tight but still feasible. We really can’t afford to have any additional costs I our project or in our operating budget. If our offertory takes a dip this summer, it could make things very tight.
-I was told that Wesley McClure, FAIA of McClure Hopkins Architects, PLLC delivered three copies of the final Owner-Architect agreement to the Diocese for signature on March 3, 2010. It has not been approved yet. John has emailed Art but has received no answer. Fr. Joseph asked John to email Art again on behalf of the PAC and he urging for an update since the delay in response will result in further delays with construction.
-An update on our project was given to the parish on the weekend of Feb. 27th & 28th by Joe H and Carlos A. 

-The civil engineer, Glen Zeblo and the DWQ (Dept. of Water Quality) representative were here to walk the church property on Wed. 2/24. The walk was to identify any wetlands or water features on the property that may be an issue. I have not been given an update on that visit.

-Wes McClure, our architect, has been implementing the structural change that were made to transepts and front entrance which affected the beam sizes and spans. These changes will affect the price (should be lower). Wes has been in contact with the structural engineer and the mechanical engineer for the HVAC. The windows, front entrance and parking flow have not been drawn up or changed to this point other than me passing on the suggestions and talking about possibilities. Wes is waiting until the contract with the Diocese is complete before any changes are made to the plans and we get back into the design options or alternates. The survey information is also essential before the plans go any further. I can assure you that changes to the final construction drawings will be held (if any) to an absolute minimum. 

-Amos Green, our contractor, has been asked to put up a sign announcing our new church. It should be going up in the next few days.

-Sam Fish had a project meeting with the Wendell Planning Dept. to explain the scope of our project. I don’t have anymore details on that meeting. Amos was also present in the meeting per Mary K.

-We have had a surveyor on site to do a boundary survey, topography and set a couple of benchmarks (known elevation points).
Liturgy & Spirituality – Jim 
The Liturgy Committee did not meet in March
Religious Education/Faith Formation – Mary 
REFF has not met lately
Family Life – Steve Sledge and Bruce Tarnaski 
-Couples for Christ program ended with 4 couples & 1 person who completed the entire program and will now move on to be trained so they can in turn prepare other groups. There will be a meeting on Sat. 3/20 from 4 to 6pm at the education building. 

-Pat Tarnaski sent written report presented by Steve S:

First Friday Seniors
   Gathered at Avila Retreat Center for the Lenten Spirituality Day with Bishop Burbidge.  We prayed and reflected on the place conversion and spiritual renewal have in our hearts and lives.  Bishop Burbidge said Mass at noon.
   March 17, St. Patrick's feast day, we enjoyed an Irish meal at John Mitricska's.  Thank you John.
   We decided to visit Duke Chapel and gardens in April.  We will have a guided tour of Chapel and listen to organ music 12:30 - 1:30.
    Discussed the 40 days of prayer for Life and the need to pick a day to volunteer.
    Pat Gessner has a video she would like to share about a priest that died in Japanese prison camp who is being considered for sainthood.
    The 4th Cup by Scott Hahn will be played on a weekday after Mass.

Parish Community Spirit-John E.
 - Conducted the First Sunday Social after both the 8:00 and 10:30 AM Masses.

 - Reviewed and replenished the Church Kitchen supplies.

 - Continued to work within our Committee Budget guidelines.

- The REFF Committee (Mary Castleberry, Chair Person) is scheduled to sponsor the Third 
- Sunday Social in April (April 18th).

 - Donations in the amount of $143 were turned into the Church Office after the Pastoral Advisory Council sponsored the Lenten Soup Supper. Money was designated to the Community Garden Committee. Committee Chair Person (Maggie Castor) was notified to collect the money from the Church Office.

Buildings & Grounds – Daniel and Mary Katherine 

-Mary met with Ricky Moss who did the parking lot, to review drain issues previously discussed. Several areas of stagnation were identified specially by the playground. Mr. Moss said that once the terrain has dried up a bit he can start working to correct the situation at a reasonable price.
-For the power washing project Mary asked announcements were made at Mass for people with the equipment to sign up to volunteer the equipment and time to meet at Church one day and take care of this. 

-Daniel replaced wood at the ramps by the trailers. 
-Carlos A will look into cost to replace some windows. Mary knows a Mr. Scoggins who works doing that and can help us. She’ll give Carlos the information.

-Gene Z., some scouts and confirmation kids in need of community service hours will meet on Sat. 3/20 am to move back the parking signs. There will be pizza served for lunch.

Evangelization-Beth Adams – No report submitted
Safe Environment– Joe H. – No report submitted   
Food Festival-Gene Zack 
No meetings yet. 
Social Ministry –Ruth van der Grinten and Agnes 
-The Lenten talks have been going well. We hope everyone has and will enjoy the topics we have chosen. Any feed back would be appreciated.

-Ruth van der Grinten attended the Charity In Truth workshop in Newton Grove February 27. I hope to share a little from the workshop at our next Social Ministry meeting.

-Maggie Castor has done a great job with the Community garden. Garden plans have been drawn up. Thanks to Denise Willett, her son TJ and Tom Foley, they were able to plow and disc the garden. Different committees have been formed in preparing for the start of the garden. We have been very pleased with the interest for the garden.

-We are starting to collect food and toiletries for the migrants. Ruth and Denise have spoken at all the English masses and Ruth will visit all the Faith Formation classes to ask them to help collect for the migrants.

-Tom Falvey has taken on the project of making St. Eugene a satellite for Brown Bag Ministries. That will start Saturday April 10. Mr. Falvey can be contacted at thomasfalvey@bellsouth.net for volunteer opportunities or visit www.brownbagministries.org for more information. He’s interested in gathering demographic data of the area to determine the locations with the greatest need so that distribution centers in the Eastern Wake area can be set up. Mary K. suggested he contacts Jackie Norris who has a location in Wendell that may be available. Carlos suggested Mr. Falvey meet with the Triangle East Fellowship of Churches to see if they’d have any interest in contributing to this service. He’s particularly interested in Youth Groups getting involved in this project. 
-Agnes mentioned that CPO is looking for volunteers putting the food baskets together. Their hours are 9am to 1pm Mon-Sat. Confirmation classes will be advised so they can garner community service hours.
-Next Social Ministry Meeting is April 13 at 7pm
Stewardship –Renee – No report submitted

Hispanic Ministry –Esperanza, Daniel, Debbie 
Esperanza will continue on PAC and finish her term. Debbie will take the place of Alex R. 
-Hispanic parish groups are still preparing their budgets.

-Catechists were requested on the last meeting.

-Esperanza confirmed 2 candidates for the upcoming PAC elections and is working to get one more person. 

-Lent Parenting Lectures held every Thu. have been a success.

-Debbie is now teaching every Wed. at 7pm ESL classes to the Hispanic community and will teach Spanish classes to English speakers starting in April on Thursdays.

-A new group has started led by Nieves Garcia, Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Youth Ministry – Danielle Sprissler/Kristina Huerta 
-Kristina H was re-elected to represent the Hispanic Youth Ministry. 

-The Hispanic Youth Group’s first drama for the Lenten Season is ready and will be presented during the masses of 3/20 & 3/21.
-The Spanish Youth Group already presented their budget proposal for the year.
-The held a kermes this past weekend and collected $500. 

-They’ve been helping with childcare during the Spanish Lenten Lectures held on Thursdays. 

Knights of Columbus –Richard Rusnak – No report submitted
Ladies’ Guild – Geri Ettensberger

- The Ladies Guild sponsored the Lenten Lunch for the Triangle Council of Churches on March 10th. A "Special Thank You" to Agnes Dalrymple and her helpers for a job well done.

 - The Ladies Guild is scheduled to conduct the Lenten Luncheon on March 31st.

 - We have scheduled the nominations for the Officers during our April meeting.

 - Our next meeting is scheduled for April 7th.

Finance Council – Carol Ours
The Finance Council did not meet in March
Triangle East Fellowship of Churches-Father Joseph 
-For future MLK Breakfasts the 8 member churches will each contribute $200 either from their budgets or from sponsors.
-From now on they will meet the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:30pm at the Methodist Church.
Vocation Committee-Steve Allen 
The committee met on 3/4/10 at 7:00pm in the Church with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament followed at 8:00pm with the meeting.  Members present: Fr. Joseph, Fr. John, Brother Ryan, Aleyda Mercado, Steve Allen, Lorene Cira, Norman Malisos, Luis Felipe Ruiz, John & Sue Broderick, Bob Kochie.

We went over the latest news from the Office of Vocations as well as up coming events in the Vocations office and around the Diocese.

Also on Feb 4th The Vocations Committee met for the Pastoral Internship Workshop for our new seminarian, Ryan Carnecer, the meeting started with a prayer led by Fr. Joseph followed by Br Ryan going over the Intern Report for the month of February. Support for Bro. Ryan is this committee’s main focus for now. 
The Minutes for the February were read and approved.

Brother Ryan then read the Final Copy of the Learning Covenant.

The intern Committee gave feedback on how he is doing and how he will use the experience at St Eugene to enrich his personal, spiritual and ministerial growth.

The midterm evaluation was discussed that will be held June 17th from 7-9pm with Father Jean Marie Mvumbi., CICM.

The Closing prayer was given by Brother Ryan. The meeting concluded at 9:10pm

The next meeting of the Vocations committee / Internship Committee will be held April 22nd 2010 at 7:00pm.
Administration – Fr. Joseph/Staff 
-Trailer Project presented by Carlos A. Due to cost, location, time and county regulation constraints, the best option will be a 4 classroom/4bathroom (each 12’x36’) unit that will replace the existing trailers at the same place where they are now. The trailer cost is $1200/mo, installation cost will be about $27,000 (including sewer & water connections that Carlos C and Arnoldo Huerta will take care of for the Church). By taking from the Festival Account, the Contingency Account, additional deposits made through the end of the year and from the Hispanic Account the estimated total amount available for this project is $31000 which should cover the entire cost. PAC voted and approved this plan. Carlos will submit documentation to begin the process to the City Council by 4/9/10. Pending approval by the City, we should be able to start removal of the old trailers and set up of the new by mid July 2010 so that they be ready for the next class term in September 2010. 
-Fr. Joseph asked all PAC members to attend the 6pm mass on Holy Thursday April 1 so that all sitting on the first rows can perform the Washing of the Feet on each other. This ceremony is performed to remind all of us of the concepts of serving and being served. Steve S. will ask the Knights of Columbus to help coordinate traffic flow that day since the Spanish mass will follow at 8pm. 
New General Topics – John E.
For the upcoming Parish Council elections, nomination slips were passed around the weekend of 3/13-3/14. There were 64 candidates total. They’ve all been called and there are currently 4 confirmed candidates but John is hoping for more names. He’s left messages and has set up a deadline of Sat. 3/20 at 12pm. John will send the final list of names to Fr. Joseph and Joe H. on 3/20 afternoon. Bro. Ryan will take pictures of the candidates and they’ll be posted on the Church’s vestibule on 3/27. Election will take place during the Masses of 4/10-4/11.
Closing prayer led by Fr. Joseph.

**The next meeting will take place on Wednesday April 21, 2010 at 7pm**

