St. Eugene’s Parrish Advisory Council

Minutes from Wednesday November 18, 2009

Meeting attended by: Renee N., Carlos C., John N., John E., Geri E., Carlos A., Steve A., Ruth G., Mary C., Mary Kathryn P., Carol O., Kristina H., Maria M., Fr. Joseph, Gene Z., Beth A., Vanessa F.

Opening Prayer led by Fr. Joseph
Minutes from October 2009 meeting were voted on and approved.

Steering Committee – John and Carlos Casas 
· Father Joseph, Carlos Asencio, Wes McClure and those members of the Steering Committee that could make it, met with the Diocesan Building and Real Estate Council on Monday, October 26th. Our Plan was presented and we need to make some changes before the committee will recommend approval to the Bishop. We will present the next time the Council meets.

· Our Financial Plan was presented to the Diocesan Finance Council on Wednesday, October 28th. The Council recommended approval to the Bishop. No word yet on whether the Bishop approved our financial plan or not. 

· Carlos Asencio and Mary Fish have started negotiating with our architect for the next part of our project. After our conceptual drawings are approved, the contract can be finalized.

· We are still on track financially because we are doing very well with our November offertory collections. Collections have exceeded $10K mark for about 7 consecutive weekends now.
Liturgy & Spirituality – Jim (not present but sent report below)
Review of our Ministries:  

a. Lectors:
Going well, no new issues. Lectors to wait for those returning to their seats before beginning readings.
b. Eucharistic Ministers:       Only need one minister for now due to concerns over influenza. 

c. Altar servers:  Going well and there are a few new children participating. (Two new names from Ministry Fair.)
d. Ushers:          
Email sent out to ushers requesting that the keep all, who re-entering during the Readings, in the back of the church 
until the reading has been completed. (One new name from Ministry F air.)

e. Choir:           
Cantor to add comment about waiting in back of church to return to seats until completion of the specific 
‘Reading of the Word’. 
f. New Church:
Weekly pledges have been made that if met should allow us to break ground next summer.                                    
    
(Additional liturgical actions should re-convene around Easter based on current schedule.)

Recent Events:

g. Ministry Fair was held in October: Ushers: Nora Cambier (366-3222); KofC: Frank Wood (261-9057); Altars Servers: Maura Aguirre (600-2745) & Erin Walsh (404-2368); Renee has balance of names interested in other ministries.

  Recollection for all lay ministers on 10/31/09 from 9AM to 11AM; shared our calling to ministry. Divided into groups to review how our ministry was going and shared ideas on how to improve.

i. Cantors, Lectors & Ushers to work together towards keeping those who re-enter during the ‘Reading of the Word’ to wait until reading has been completed. 

1. At the beginning of Mass after advising to turn off all cell phones & pagers; the cantor states that all those who are re-entering the church should wait in the back until the completion of the reading.

2. The ushers keep all, who re-entering during the Readings, in the back of the church until the reading has been completed.

3. Lectors to wait for those returning to their seats before beginning the next reading.
ii. Eucharistic ministers discussed new limited roles based on H1N1 limitations. Additionally they need to have  missing crosses returned

h. New Parishioners Welcome 11/8/2009 had 5 new families attend. 

Upcoming Events: 

i. EcumenicalThanksgiving Service on Sunday Nov 22, 2009 at7PM at Pleasant grove Baptist Church @ 952 Morphus Bridge Rd., Wendell NC (919) 365-7292.

*** PLEASE BRING SOME FOOD ITEMS FOR THE NEEDY ***

j. Thanks giving Mass at 10AM on 11/26/0: Lector: Steve Sledge; Eucharistic Minister: Steve Allen; Altar Servers: Michael Sledge, TBD__________________, TBD_____________________; Ushers: Norman Malisos, Jim Polito 

k. Advent Program  - In line with the Year of the Priest”, our 2009 Advent program(11/30, 12/07 & 12/14) will be focused on the commitments taken by Priests: 

i. Fr. Joseph (11/30/09)

ii. Fr. Dan Oschwald (12/7/09)

iii. Fr. Bill Quigley(12/14/09) 

l. Bilingual Healing Mass on 12/1/2009 

m. Reconciliation dinner for Priests at 5PM on 12/8 w/(sign ups for dishes at 10/31 recollection)

i. Grilled Steaks: Marguirite Ambrosovitch

ii. Mediterranean Style Broccoli & Potatoes: Jim Polito

iii. Salad: Steve Sledge

iv. Drinks: TBD__________________________
v. Cake: Tom Barry

n. International Christmas Caroling @ 7PM on 12/12/2009 

o. Children’s Christmas Eve Mass @4pm on 12/24/2009

p. Hispanic Christmas Eve Mass @ 7PM 12/24/2009

q. Midnight Mass @ 12AM 12/25/2009(Preceded by Choir @ 11:30PM)

r.    Anglo Christmas Day Mass @ 10:30 AM (12/25/2009) 

s. Hispanic Christmas Day Mass @ 7PM (12/25/2009)

Next meeting:  
Tuesday, January 12, 2010 at 7:30 PM
Religious Education/Faith Formation – Mary 
- Catechist Toolbox Workshop room 4, Saturday Nov. 21 from 9 am until 11 am 

-No class on November 29th 

-Rehearsals for the Children's Christmas Liturgy will start on Dec. 2 at 6:30 pm

-3 children and 8 adults were administered the Rite of Enrollment on Sunday 11/15.  Lisa and Chuck have begun the Faith Sharing with Adults prior to Advent.

Family Life – Steve Sledge and Bruce Tarnaski 
-Carlos shared that they held a mass the first Friday of December with Rosary. Handmade Christmas cards were shared, filled out and handed out.

-Couples for Christ will hold an Information Meeting for those interested in joining the group on Sunday 12/6 at 11:45am. Meetings will start on 1/17/10 for groups of up to 7 couples. If there are more couples interested then another group will be formed. 

Parish Community Spirit-John E.
- Served refreshments after the 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM Masses on Sunday, November 1st.

   - A special "Thank You" to our Ladies on the Committee who assisted with the serving.

   - As usual, donations were placed in an envelope and delivered to the Church office.

   - The Committee ran out of refreshments for the first time in 18 months for the last 15 minutes after the 10:30 AM Mass.

   - Considering the look on the Children's faces, we will increase our purchases by 4-6 boxes.

   - Even with this increase our Committee will retain their budget a minimum of 30% below the approved monthly amount.

   - We are observing our expenditures closely and our Committee is under budget every month for the current fiscal year.

Buildings & Grounds – Daniel and Mary Katherine – No report submitted

Due to traffic related problems as mentioned at the last Council Meeting, the parking lot has been marked for Enter and Exit only; thru traffic; drop-off; pick up. I, with Steve Sledge, rich Rusnak, Gene Zack, Mickey Phillips and Fr. Joseph, we have been directing traffic each weekend for the masses that have been a problem with the traffic. Eventually, things may resolve themselves. WE still have some issues to work through.

Also, Gene Zack and I are trying to resolve some drainage problems around the perimeter of the Education Bldg.  There are significant areas that the water is not moving through the culvert areas. The Scouts can help with this some, but it will take heavy equipment to move the rip-rap and widen the banks for the water to flow more rapidly. 

The Scouts are going to re-stake the Handicap signs in the parking lot. They are coming out of the ground and need repairing. Expenses for this project have to be budgeted, may have to come out of contingency. 
We are in dire need of power washing the walkway from the parking lot all the way down. It looks terrible and this project needs to be done as soon as possible. We need to ask at the masses that those with power washing equipment will volunteer as well as others that can help. 

Evangelization-Beth Adams 
Small Christian Communities:

· Adult Faith Sharing – 

· Fall ’09 – Bible Study “Infancy Narratives of Jesus” in preparation for Advent.  Started Nov 1st, and 8th.  – Piratzky, L & C – 15 persons registered.

Lisa or Chuck to get the money collected to Carlos A and the invoice for the books was received by the church.  At this point, I don’t have any cost information.

· Lent ‘10:  Disciples on the Journey – Tripp, K – will need to set up meeting for planning.

Returning Catholic Program:

· Four week program organized, advertised, and took place in October – 1 new person.  

· Confirmed that an add was in East Wake Paper & Bulletin end of August through September, in addition to personal announcements at Mass.  

Misc Items:

· Prayer Blanket Ministry ongoing.  Next healing Mass – Tues Dec 1st. Blankets still available. 

· Flyer:  Committee participated in the Fall Festival at the Welcome Booth.  

· Distributed the St. Eugene’s Flyer as well as the Returning Catholics pamphlet as able

· Cursillo?  

· No English Ultreya for now due to lack of participation

· Charismatic Renewal 

· Meet Tuesday @ 7 PM for small group prayer meeting in Trailer 2 - ongoing.

· Day of Prayer & Praise held at St. Eugene’s in September.

· Ro Hansen attended the 2009 National Leaders' and Ministries' Conference October 23-25, 2009 in Raleigh.
· Planning ongoing, to meet quarterly with other area prayer groups for prayer & community building.  
· Invitation to all Prayer Groups – 11/28 at 5pm

Safe Environment– Joe H.  
-Joe had no report to submit.
Food Festival-Gene Zack 
-Looking for sponsorship. Michelle will have a meeting about the entertainment for the upcoming Festival in January.
Social Ministry –Ruth van der Grinten and Agnes 
-Had Committee Meeting on November 8, 10 people in attendance

-Thanks to Beth Adams, the Social Ministry committee will be receiving 20 Thanksgiving baskets on November 21 and will deliver to families. Working with Gail and Bruce to get names of families that might be in need.

-Working to set up another date for our parish and the Confirmation Class to help out with Brown Bag Ministries in January or February.

-Working on being able to provide Fair Trade Coffee for parishioners to buy for the holidays.

-Starting to plan and get ideas together for the Lenten talks after the Wednesday Soup Suppers

-Community garden is coming along. Soil test done and things look good. Will be asking for garden donations soon. Garden will be located right of the soccer field near the Lion’s Club.
Stewardship –Renee 
-Newcomer Welcome Brunch was held on November 8 at the Rectory.  Five, of the eighteen new families that responded, were present for the event.  The next brunch will be held on February 7, 2010.

-Thanks to the committee members that continue to donate both their time and their treasure to support this event.


Hispanic Ministry –Maria, Daniel
-Esperanza Chavez and Alex Romero will no longer participate at the PAC meetings but will continue attending the Hispanic Council meetings. We will look for replacements. 
-Sign-up sheets from the Hispanic Ministries’ Fair will be shared with the PAC.
-Evaluation from the November 12 Hispanic Council meeting:
1. Huesos Secos:  Drama presented by the Youth Group was well received and very well done.  Father Joseph had a suggestion for next year or next time we have a similar program.   Instead of presenting the program on the main floor of the church to move the altar to the back and have it there.  Everyone would be able to see it better this way.

2. Bilingual Mass:   Unfortunately, few English parishioners attended the Mass.  The hymnals were well chosen.  Altar was beautifully arranged.

3. Two parishioners from St. Raphael, Osvaldo y Mercedes were invited to attend the meeting to share their experiences with the Pastorela Drama being presented this year at Christmas time.  St. Raphael has been presenting this drama at their church for many years.  Their ideas and suggestions were very helpful.  This will be the first year for St. Eugene.  We are very excited about this.

PLANNING:

1. 11/14 & 11/15 – Ministry Fair.  Will be announced at all Masses this weekend.  First Ministry fair for the Hispanic community.

2. 11/15 to 12/24 – Rehearsals for the Pastorela Drama will take place every Sunday after the 1Pm Mass.

3. 11/21
7PM Hispanic Choir invited to sing at Baptist Church in Wendell.

4. 12/08
6:30PM  Bilingual Mass – Immaculate Conception

7:15PM Reconciliation/Confession – 5 Priests will be available

5. 12/21    7PM Christmas caroling at our church:  English and Hispanic Choirs will be present.

6. 12/03 – 12/11   Novena for our Lady of Guadalupe:    December 5, 6 and 11 at church.  Other days at Trailer # 2.   Depending on the day, time will vary.  Check schedule.   ALL ARE INVITED!  

7. 12/12
6:00AM Drama Guadalupano

a. 7:00AM  Mañanitas

b. 7:30AM Mass follow by breakfast.

8. 12/15 – 12/24
Posadas in different homes.  See bulletin for more information.

Posadas at church:

Presented by:

12/16
7:00PM

Youth Group – Pastorela, a comedy

12/18
7:30PM

Religious Education

12/22
7:00PM

Prayer Group

12/24
6:30PM

Drama La Pastorela and Christmas Eve Mass

12/25
1:00PM

Christmas Mass – There will be no Mass at 5PM

01/10
10:30AM

New Year Mass – Bilingual

Next meeting scheduled for 1/14.  There will be no meeting in December.

Youth Ministry – Danielle Sprissler/Christine Huerta 
Hispanic Youth Committee: No changes have occurred within the youth ministry; we are currently doing very well. Our main priority right now is working on some plays we present to the Hispanic community. Our most recent play that we're working on is a play of the Virgin Mary that will be presented December 12th.  This past Sunday we had a 'Kermes' and it went very good (>$300), everybody supports our group which motivates us to keep moving forward.
Knights of Columbus –Richard Rusnak 
-Held meeting last week with one person in attendance.
-Knights will set up the Nativity Scene one Saturday in December.

-There will be an Angel Tree again this year given last year’s success.

-Next event will be the Super Bowl Chili.

Ladies’ Guild – Geri Ettensberger
- Ladies Guild Meeting conducted November 4th and reviewed details and dates for the Christmas Cookie Sale. A lot of people have volunteered to bake cookies.
- Reviewed plans for our Christmas Party on December 2nd which will serve as our December Meeting.

 - Plan is to decorate the Rectory Christmas Tree on December 19th.

 - Decorate the Church Christmas Tree on December 20th.

 - The Ladies Guild next scheduled meeting is January 6th, 2010.

Finance Council – Carol Ours
The Finance Council has not met since the last Pastoral Council meeting.  Therefore, I have nothing for the agenda.
-Carlos was asked to send Vanessa Flores a copy of the Budget for distribution to all Council members.

-Everyone was again reminded to keep an eye on their budget and bill submissions.
Triangle East Fellowship of Churches-Father Joseph 
-Pleasant Grove Baptist Church will host a Pre-Thanksgiving celebration on 11/22. Participants are asked to bring canned goods for the local food pantry. TYM will participate in this event.  

-1/18/10 at 7:30am there will be a Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast celebration at Wendell Baptist Church. 45 tickets will be distributed among St. Eugene parishioners.
Vocation Committee-Steve Allen
A Vocations Committee meeting was held 11-5-09 the following members were present: 

Fr. Joseph, Steve Allen, Norman Malisos, John & Sue Broderick 

The committee met at 7:00pm in the Church with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament followed at 8:00pm with the meeting.  Folders with information from the Diocese of Raleigh Vocations office were given to the members. Among topics discussed the Vocation Liaison day held September 19th at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Parish also 2 DVD’s  one from the Knights of Columbus which goes into detail about different vocations within the Catholic Church, and Fishers of Men a Vocation DVD about men’s call to the priesthood and how they came to the decision. Fr. Joseph said he would like to show the DVD’s to the Conformation class. 

Also we read 10 ways a parish can foster vocations and realized how many of the thing’s we as a Parish are already doing.

Fr. Joseph said during his next staff meeting that he was going to bring up the topic of him and Fr. John going to the Religious Education Classes to discuss Vocations and their specific call to the priesthood to be followed by a question and answer period. Starting with Fr. Joseph on 11/30 there will be Vocation Stories to be shared among young parishioners. Another 2 priests will be asked to participate in this effort on 12/7 & 12/14.
The next meeting will be December 3rd.

Administration – Fr. Joseph/Staff 
-St. Eugene’s staff went to Flannery’s Workshop organized by the BAA office at the Library of Cardinal Gibbons school. 
-BAA’s goal for St. Eugene on 2010 is $68K. Our 2009 pledges totaled $37K but our goal was $64K.

-As part of the Advent Preparation Fr. Joseph shared with all PAC members Magnificat Advent Companion booklets. 

-Deacon will celebrate the Thanksgiving service and TYM will host the Thanksgiving dinner.

-Fr. Joseph will travel from 11/24-11/28.

Other: Gene Zack

2009 Annual Food Drive. Last year was a success, due to the number volunteers who donated their time. Please help again any in way you can again to make this the best year ever!

Remember, we will need help in three areas

· Picking up of food from area schools

· Sorting items once they are brought from schools to the storage facility

· Delivery of the food to families

This food is delivered to families all over eastern Wake County. It is very important to give the children in these homes extra food they might not otherwise have being home from school for the holidays.

Please look at the dates below and choose some days to come out - we need your help!

Thanks in advance for your help in proving food to families who need a little extra help!

1. Pick up of food from schools:

Knightdale Schools need pickups on Dec. 2, 9, 16

Wendell Schools need pickups on Dec. 4, 11, 18

Zebulon Schools need pickups on Dec. 3, 10, 17*

* Zebulon Middle only 11th & 18th

2. Each date listed above at 5PM, we will need your help sorting the food brought from respective schools.

3. We will need volunteers to deliver the food to families on Dec 18th  (please recruit – bring friends to drive!)

Please make some room on your calendar to help us make a difference in our community. 

Regina Harmon

219-7115

reginattc@bellsouth.net
Jill Ferrell

906-9294

jillisonf@gmail.com
Next Council meeting to take place on Wed. January 20, 2010 at 7pm.
