
Page   Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

Hamilton County Baptist Association 

Executive Board 

Meeting 

    The Executive Board is composed of the Officers and Trustees, active pastors, heads 

of programs, chairperson of Finance and Personnel, Team leaders of the two teams of 

the association and one member from each church (additional member for each 1000 

members not to exceed 5 from any church).  Guests are welcome. 

Monday, May 9, 2011 

HCBA at 11:00am 

Happy Anniversary Dr. David and Brenda Myers 

                 Director of Missions for  

      Hamilton County Baptist Association 

   and continuing to serve since June 1, 1984. 
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Calendar

Training Events: 
May 10, 7ð8:30pm  - ñHow to Start at After School Ministryò in the Meadows across the street from 

 Ridgedale Baptist Church, 1831 Hickory Valley Road.  Leader: Joyce Phillips 

May 20-21, Disaster ReliefðBasic introduction on Friday Evening. 6ð9 pm and specialized training on 

 Saturday.  REMEMBER, the basic course must be completed prior to taking any specialized train

 ing.  See Page 11 for additional information. 

August 12, Friday pm from 5-8 

Aug 13, Saturday from 9-3 

Aug 20, Saturday from 9-3 

 

August 13, 9am ï3pm  - Tutoring Children in Reading and Math 

August 23 ð Sunday School Training by TBC at Red Bank Baptist Church 

 

Other Select Calendar Events (For complete calendar and details, go to our web site: 

      www.baptistassociation.com.) 

May 16ðBi-vocational Ministers Meal at Ryanôs in Hixson, 7 pm.  No reservations required. 

May 24 ð Encourage/Empower Forum at Dallas Bay Northgate Campus, 10:30am 

June 7 ð Pastorsô Breakfast at Wallyôs in East Ridge at 8am. 

July 5 ð Pastorsô Breakfast at Country Place on Shallowford at 8am. 

July 18-13 & 25-30 ð World Changers in Chattanooga 

July 21 ð Senior Adult Council at 10:30am at the Baptist Building 

 

 

Office Hours for the Associational Office 

MondayðThursday  8:30ð4:30 

Friday 8:30ðNoon 

 

Next Executive Board Meeting  

Monday, September 12, 11:00am, Association Office 

English as a Second Language Training.  This prepares you to teach 

English to non-English speaking persons in our community.  There is 

no cost to persons who will volunteer in the HCBA English centers 
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Minutes of  Executive Board  

1.   Moderator Tony Wilson was returning from a mission trip so Vice-Moderator Alan Rogers called the March   

 14th  meeting of the HCBA to order. Alan also introduced Myron Wilkins, pastor of Hixson FBC, to 

 present the devotion based on Proverbs 3:4-6. 

2    The minutes were approved as written. 

3.   The Vice-Moderator began the reports covering February. 

4. Sandy Bishop, Director of the WMU, presented her oral report. The theme for the WMU is unhindered, un-

stoppable, undistracted. The Lottie Moon offerings have completed with the beginnings of Annie Arm-

strong coming along. The WMU State Get-Together is  the first of April and May 2 is the annual WMU 

meeting hosted by Brainerd Hills this year.  The speaker will be from the Women at Risk organization in 

Cleveland. 

5. Gerald Lawson, Director of HaCoBA Care Center, announced the totals of 845 children receiving toys from 

36 volunteers who worked in that ministry this year. 

6. Steve Roper, Specialist with TBC Collegiate Ministries, reflected on his printed report. He said that two 

male students had asked him to set aside time to disciple them weekly in prayer and Bible Study. He said 

that time involves homework, memory work, journaling and lots of dedication on the part of all participants. 

This fall they plan twelve groups of  three each for such  times. 

7. Becky Witt, Administrator, gave the reports of about 30 groups or individuals who give to causes at HCBA 

monthly.  She noted the TN Baptist Medical grant used at HaCoBA Care.  The expenses from other desig-

nated funds included VBS expenses for training leaders.  The church gifts for operations of HCBA General 

Fund were shown and also expenses for February. 

8. Becky continued by giving the report for Language Ministries.  She reported that 35 registered for the ESL 

training held in January/February taught by National Trainers for NAMB, Brenda Myers and Edie Barry. 

She noted the work of Francisco Ruiz and Pastor Jaime Betancourt at the Oak Grove church property.  

There are more children and moms responding to this ministry than anticipated. HCBA  &HaCoBa Care  

donated two computers to be used at the Oak Grove location. 

9. Becky,  as administrator, mentioned answers to family prayers in that her 15 month old newly adopted Afri-

can grandson had arrived in the US on February 4th. She thanked everyone for twenty-three years of work 

here at HCBA as of February 8.  She reported that the 3 legal and tax meetings held were well attended (one 

had 52 present). She noted the sale of the extra corner lots is pending. 

10. David Myers, Director of Missions, said that 22 children (all winners) participated in the Bible Drill of the 

HCBA and would proceed to the State Drill.  Both Drills were held at Dallas Bay under the leadership of 

LeeAnn West.  David said that he along with Randy Davis, Executive of TBC and Steve Holt of TBC will 

meet  on March 17th with Danny Lovett at Tennessee Temple University concerning property and a vacant 

building we have discussed  even in 2009 for  the moving of HaCoBa Care Center. 

11. There being no old business the board accepted a motion from David Myers and seconded by David Martin 

for Frank Seymour be elected to continue an unexpired term on the BCM board. This will be approved in 

the TBC Executive Board meeting in May.  Other new business was reporting that Pilgrims Rest Church 

moved to TN Valley Baptist Assn. upon their request by letter. 

12. The meeting adjourned with prayers for many.  Seventeen attended. 

          Becky Witt, Clerk 
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Director of Missions  

    Along with the usual activities of the association, we have had the additional opportunities of responding to 

the worst tornado tragedy in our history in this part of the country.  Few other weather systems since national 

weather records have been kept can match what came through our area and the Southeast United States 

Wednesday, April 27.  Our hearts go out to so many who have lost so much in lives and possessions.  Such 

losses challenge our spirit and our determination.  How thankful I am that we all have strength beyond our-

selves as believers in Christ.  We pray all victims will be acutely aware of His presence and sustaining grace 

even in the most difficult of circumstances. 

    Baptists are responding admirably.  We are not surprised.  Individuals are giving supplies, labor and money 

to come to the aid of their neighbors and others they do not know.  In the name of Christ, shower trailers, wash 

trailers, cooking units, and chainsaw trailers with supporting teams of trained volunteers have been involved 

from the beginning. (See pages 10-11 for additional information.) These teams continue on the job responding 

to our hurting community.  What a great witness as they minister in Christôs name. 

    For the most part, at this early date following the tornadoes, cleanup of brush, debris and trees is the major 

portion of the response effort.  Items are being collected at Apison Baptist Church and Concord Baptist Church 

to be used for victims.  The following are some items needed now: 

  Groceries (canned goods, rice, pet food, canned meats, staple goods) 

  Toiletries (toilet paper toothpaste and brushes, soap, deodorant, facial tissues, etc.) 

  Cleaning supplies 

  Hand sanitizer products (liquid, individual wipes, etc.) 

  Baby products (diapers, wipes, lotions, etc.) 

  Suntan lotion 

  Garbage bags, zip lock bags 

  Gift cards for Wal-Mart or other general merchandise stores. 

    Bill Mason at Morris Hill is serving as a contact for Baptists groups wanting to help with cleanup, chainsaw 

work and the like.  We are working with the Emergency Management Agency in Hamilton County to coordi-

nate our response. 

    Let me encourage you to participate in the Disaster Relief training that is set for May 20.  It has been 

on the calendar for some time, but with the current crisis on everyoneôs  minds, this is an ideal time to encour-

age your people to get trained.  Volunteers must be trained and certified to participate in the official Baptist 

Disaster Relief team work.  FEMA requires that along with background checks for security and liability issues. 

    We also have literacy training this summer, World Changers opportunities to support the teams com-

ing to town and other possibilities for the next few months.  I am also urging our Vacation Bible Schools to 

adopt HaCoBACare as a project to collect canned foods.  What a boost that would be to the center as they re-

spond to needy families every week (See their report on pages 7-8). Page two of this report will give you some 

limited event information.  Our website will fill in other details.  

    We need your help to spread the word in our churches about the opportunities of training and ministries 

through our association.   Thank you for your presence, your prayers, your participation and contributions to 

our local mission effort through your association. 

          David Al Myers 
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   Teachers and other volunteers joined together on May 6 at China Moon to celebrate another year (the 27th, I 

believe) of teaching English in Chattanooga! 

 

   I am always looking for new ways to share the gospel and during April I found a Bible written just for the 

ESL student. This Bible is  a new NIV (New  International Readers Version NIrV). This Bibles uses short sen-

tences and simple words with a dictionary, ABCôs of Salvation, explains ways to read the Bible, as a  descrip-

tion of what life was like when Jesus was on earth and other helps.  It is from Zondervan  ISBN # 9 780310 

950790 which I found at Borders listed at $7.99ï I actually paid about $6.     

 

   I also was given a bracelet  from a friend, Sandy (Mrs. Lamonte) Bagby from Apison church. The John 3:16 

bracelet has the story of Jesus exampled with fine stones,  a fish, a cross, a star and a heart.  The Star  (silver 

star) of Bethlehem guided 3 kings bearing 3 gifts for the birth  of a new KING.  When he grew up He was a 

carpenter (wooden bead) and a fisherman  (fish) of souls. He was surrounded by 12 apostles  (12 silver beads) 

to whom he preached the truth (white bead). But on a black day filled with (3 black beads) envy, hate and 

death He was crucified (cross). He spilled His blood (scarlet red bead) without sin  to purify us (clear bead) . 

He ascended into Heaven (blue bead). And they are there ïFather, Son and Holy Spirit (3 silver beads) and he 

did all this for LOVE (heart).  Someone might like to use these are adapt the idea into their own way of wit-

nessing. 

 

   The Korean First Baptist Church pastor came to introduce himself on May 3. The church meets inside the 

chapel of Concord Baptist. He is Pastor Kim and his first Sunday with the congregation was May 1, 2011. 

 

   Abbaôs House Central Hixson is no longer able to have classes and closes this year. Their director was Ray 

Ortega. Paulette Phillips has written to me about returning all of the materials HCBA provided for their class 

rooms and the text books HCBA purchased. 

 

   I am anxiously looking for day volunteers to work in East Lake Recreation Center Portable Partnership pro-

vided portable building for English classes weekly.  This location is a resource for Hispanic training, informa-

tion and classes. 

           Becky Witt 

Language Missions 
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     Monthly luncheons for those working in business management of churches are held on the second Thursday at 

11:30.  These meetings are being hosted by Denise Craig, CFO of Abbaôs House, beginning in May. The cost of a 

meal provided is $10 each (checks, cash or credit cards are accepted). This is open to business administrators, 

interested pastors, executive pastors, bookkeepers and those  doing this type of administration within a local 

church of any denomination.  There is a speaker at each meeting and these meetings are along the unofficial lines 

of the National Church Business Administrators Association. 

 

   During the last few weeks we have given away computers donated to New Union, Brainerd Library, Alpine, 

Spanish church  in Red Bank start up mission group at Oak Grove, New Salem, East Ridge, Northside, Lookout 

Valley, Riverside, and Highland Park Churches.  EastWood  decided against taking one.  David Martin and Ed 

Markert prepared these donated computers for gifting.  We always accept items for donation to other churches.  

We have at least 3 more and 3 printers ready for donation today in our downstairs hallway. 

 

   The offer  of $125,000 including all closing costs and  $1000 earnest money for the lots  adjoining the building 

was refused by the relocation task force during March.  Ann Hale Hall put up the FOR SALE sign on the lots on 

April 11.  The listing price is $150,000.  Ann has received other verbal offers and is handling this for HCBA 

without her usual commission. 

 

   Churches have continued to ask questions about screening staff and volunteer workers. It is always the best pol-

icy to screen everyone who works with children and youth. The association can assist in this if you do not have 

ways in place to conduct such surveys. 

 

   We have resumeôs in our office  from persons hoping to work in churches in HCBA. The resumes are for all 

staff positions within churches. We do not place a personsô resume in our files without their  signed approval to 

have criminal and credit background checks performed if requested by any church. 

 

   I was certified, along with Jane Hutchings, during March to be a  facilitator  / leader of workshops for the man-

agement of chronic disease. Many of our church staff members and  church members have issues  themselves and 

have family members  they must care for who have chronic issues. All of these  affect our work and health. Jane 

and I can lead a group through sessions that are evidenced based from Stanford University of California to be 

proven methods of  best management.  We look forward to having a church host this class.   

 

          Becky Witt 

 

 

 

Administrator 
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   Special thanks to Apison Baptist Church for coming to the rescue of the ministry, as you know we have been 

having roof problems for several months with more rain water in than out, but thanks to Bob Dasal (pastor), 

Tom Baughman, Woody Baughman, Lee Evans, Richard Mcklesky, and LaMonte Bagby. The problem has been 

fixed, thank each one of you for the hard work. 

 

   During the months of March and April, 570 families received food, which totals 1295 individuals and 488 

children ages 1 to 18. We praise the Lord for 9 professions of faith and 3 rededications. These numbers reflect 

how many we served in 35 days we were open. 

 

  The Baptist Nursing Fellowship during these two months checked 144 blood pressures, issued 55 pairs of 

glasses and 11 consultations of specific health issues. 

 

   We have not because we ask not, well we have been asking for a van to use to pick up at all the different 

places we go, well the good new we received a large amount of money to be used to purchase the van we need. 

Is GOD not good are what?  

          Gerald Lawson 

HaCoBA Care Center  

Vegetables 

Meats 

Fruit 

Will You Help Collect Canned 

Goods for HaCoBACare Ministry 

Center During Your Vacation   

Bible School This year?  

 

A can a day per child is             

an achievable challenge. 

In April alone, you gave food to 251 families 

which included 351 adults and 223 children.  



Page 8 Hamilton County Baptist Association 

 

 

PERFORMANCE SHEET  

 

HaCoBACare Ministry 

 

  

Clients  Adults  

  

Children  

Ages 1-18 

Total  

People  

Prof  

Of Faith  

Rededica-
tions  

Mon
th  

Mon
th  

YTD  Mo  YTD  Month  YTD  Month  YTD  Mont
h  

YTD  Month  YTD  

Oct  440  440  603  603  403  403  1006  1006  10  10  3 3 

Nov  366  806  515 1118 343  746  858  1864  6  16 1 4  

Dec  258  1064  358  1476  263  1009  621  2485  2 18 0  4  

Jan  339  1403  468  1944  336  1345  804  3289  5 23  0  4  

Feb  194  1597 287  2231  139  1484  426  3715 4  27 2 6  

Mar  319  1916 456  2687  265  1749  721 4436  6  33  3 9  

Apr  251 2167  351 3038  223  1972  574   5010  3 36  0  9  

May                          

Jun                          

Jul                          

Aug                          

             

  

  

                        

 Date  

  

Comments  

OCT.  451 helped with clothing, 17 working days for all data.  

NOV.  433 helped with clothing, 13 working days for all data.  

DEC.  311 helped with clothing, 10 working days for all data.  

JAN  340 helped with clothing, 13 working days for all data.  

FEB.  210 helped with clothing, 16 working days for all data.  

MAR.  234 helped with clothing, 19 working days for all data.  

APRIL            Helped with clothing, 16 working days for all data  

MAY    

JUNE    

JULY    

AUG.    

SEPT.    
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  By the date of this meeting the Spring Semester will have ended and preparations will already be well under-

way for the upcoming fall semester.  Upon reflection of the year, it has been a very good year.  While our num-

bers have been ñsteadyò throughout the year, the best part of the year has been the distinct turn that I saw take 

place in the lives of our students.  As the year progressed, the students that are most actively engaged in our 

ministry became more proactively engaged in spiritual pursuits.  It was extremely gratifying to see young men 

and women that became more intentional about the walk with Christ and their personal responsibility to be a 

positive influence with one another.  Some highlights of the year include: 

 

 Discipleship:  Over the course of the year we had 6 different small groups that met weekly to  

 engage students in Bible Study.  In addition, 6 of our students were involved in a personal,  

 intentional process of being discipled by more mature Christians.  Each week they met to study 

 the scriptures, share what they had journaled in their personal daily study, pray and memorize 

 scripture.  The intent is that these students prepare to replicate themselves in the lives of  

 someone else. 

 

 Worship:  We followed a thematic approach to our weekly worship this year.  During the fall we  

 studied  ñThe Song of Solomonò as a means of helping young men and women distinguish Godôs 

 desires for romantic relationships.  In the Spring we studied Evangelism/Personal Discipleship  

 utilizing 8 different speaker from 7 different local churches. 

 

 Missions:  Our students were engaged in 3 different local mission projects.  In addition, we  

 partnered with Brainerd Baptist Church for a Spring mission trip to Miami.  Weekly, 10-15  

 students gathered to prepare and give away meals to the homeless downtown.  Over the year  

 these students raised/gave over $1200 to purchase food, then purchased, prepared and  

 distributed approximately 2100 mealsé.as well as hundreds of Bibles/Testaments and dozens of  

 backpacks and hundreds of new socks. 

 During this summer we will have 4 students serving all summer in missions through the TBC.  

 Three additional students will serve on staff at Christian camps. Two others will be serving  

 in youth ministry at their local churches. 

 

 Intern:  We have been extremely fortunate to have David Madden serve with us for these last  

 two years.  David is the tenth different intern that we have trained since beginning this ministry 

 emphasis.  In July, he and his wife, Jamie, will leave for California where he will begin seminary 

 studies at Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary.   

 

  This is just a sample of the way God has worked among these young men and women.  We often worry about 

the future and whether the next generation will be engaged in reaching the world for the cause of Christ.  I feel 

confident that this generation of students loves the Lord as much as any other. Many of them desire deeply to be 

relevant to the struggles and questions of their world.  The real question we must ask, perhaps, is not whether 

they will be relevanté..but rather, will weé.the churchéébe relevant to them.  I have little doubt that these 

young men and women will make a difference.  The jury is still out, however, on whether they will make that 

difference through the church. 

 

          Steve Roper 

      

Baptist Collegiate Ministries Report 
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The following HCBA disaster relief units are currently providing support for the tornado recovery: 

*Dallas Bay chain saw at New Hope Baptist Church, Spring City ï contact: Rick Worley 619-

1690 

*Oak St. laundry trailer at New Hope Baptist Church, Spring City ï contact: Bob Neely 451-

7136 

*New Salem shower trailer at Morris Hill Baptist ï contact: Robin Legg 718-4144 

*Brainerd feeding unit at Brainerd BX for Red Cross ï contact: Bob Rann 762-4468 

*Chainsaw Teams out of Chilhowee Baptist Association and Greenwood Baptist Church,    

Ooltewah, are also stationed at Morris Hill Baptist. 

    Additional volunteers are needed and welcome, especially for the chain saw unit. 

    A regional disaster relief training session will be held at Bayside Baptist on Saturday, May 21st 

from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Twelve different classes covering all aspects of disaster relief will be of-

fered.  The schedule of classes is attached.  Visit the Bayside website ((http:/www.baysidebaptist.org/) 

and click on the disaster relief link for registration/cost information or go to the TBC disaster relief 

site directly.   

    A chaplaincy training session will also be held at Bayside on May 20-21. Information on this class 

is available at the same web locations. 

                   Doyle Pittman / May 4,2011 

Disaster Relief 

http://www.baysidebaptist.org/

