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Our Mission

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we, a fellowship of Christian believers in gratitude to God,
strive to serve Jesus Christ in our daily tasks and minister to all God’s people

through a prayerful program of worship, education and service.

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 6, 2008

Gathering Around the Word

Prayer Before Worship
Almighty God, you have given us this good land as our heritage. Make us always remember your
generosity and constantly do your will. Bless our land with honest industry, sound learning, and an
honorable way of life. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and
from every evil way. Make us who come from many nations with many different languages a united
people. Defend our liberties and give those whom we have entrusted with the authority of government
the spirit of wisdom, that there might be justice and peace. When times are prosperous, let our hearts be
thankful; and, in troubled times, do not let our trust in you fail. We ask all this through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Prelude Fantasia on “Materna” Robert J. Hughes

Chiming of the Trinity 10:00 a.m.

*Hymn No. 262 God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand NATIONAL HYMN

*Lighting the Candles Wil Rhoton, Kirby Deason

*Call to Worship

*Invocation

*Congregational Response AMERICA
My country ‘tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty, Of thee I sing;

Land where my fathers died, Land of the pilgrims’ pride, From every mountainside Let freedom ring.



Prayer of Confession Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924)
Almighty God, ruler of all the peoples of the earth, forgive, we pray, our shortcomings as a nation;
purify our hearts to see and love truth; give wisdom to our counselors and steadfastness to our
people; and bring us at last to the fair city of peace, whose foundations are mercy, justice, and
goodwill, and whose builder and maker you are; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

(Silent prayers of confession)

Declaration of Pardon
Friends, believe the gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*Gloria Patri AMERICA
My native country, thee, Land of the noble free, Thy name I love;

I love thy rocks and rills, Thy woods and templed hills; My heart with rapture thrills Like that above.

Welcome and Announcements
(Please sign the Ritual of Friendship Pad so those sitting near you may greet you.)

*Passing the Peace of Christ
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

Proclaiming the Word

Children’s Sermon Robin Russell
Children come forward as we sing Jesus Loves Me.

Afterward, preschoolers are invited to Room EB108 for PAWS - Preschoolers At Worship Service

Unison Prayer for Illumination Dave Barnhardt
Prepare our hearts, O God, to accept your Word. Silence in us any voice but your own, that,
hearing, we may also obey your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Unison Reading Isaiah 61 pew Bible OT, page 691
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! Large Print pew Bible OT, page 846

New Testament Reading Matthew 15:21-28 Dave Barnhardt
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Sermon What’s Missing From This Picture Sam Warner

Text: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and forever.”
- Hebrews 13:8



Responding to the Word

*Affirmation of Faith The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Hymn No. 562 Eternal Father, Strong to Save MELITA

Joys and Concerns of the Church

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer                          
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Offertory Schonster Herr Jesu Alice Jordan

*The Doxology and Prayer of Dedication Kelli Dixon
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen

Bearing and Following the Word Into the World

*Hymn No. 564 O Beautiful for Spacious Skies MATERNA

*Commissioning of Puerto Rico Mission Trip Participants
Pastor: These youth and their adult leaders are representing Jesus Christ, our church, and the

Christian community of Belmont as they travel to Puerto Rico serving as a Mission Team.
Pastor: Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love?  I will.
Pastor: Do you welcome the responsibility of representing this church and the Christian community

of Belmont, and will you seek to follow Christ in all that you do and say? I do.
Pastor: Do you, the members of the church, confirm the call of God to these individuals to grow in

faith, fellowship, and service as participants on this year’s Puerto Rico Mission Team?
People: We do.
Pastor: Will you support them with your prayers while they are away, welcome them warmly when

they return, and pester them enthusiastically for stories about their experience?
People: We will!
Pastor: Friends, you are commissioned as a Mission Team of the Body of Christ in this place and for

the Christian community of Belmont to Puerto Rico. Whatever you do in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through
him. Amen.

*Benediction

*Extinguishing the Candles Wil Rhoton, Kirby Deason

*Congregational Response AMERICA
Our fathers’ God, to Thee, Author of liberty, To Thee we sing;

Long may our land be bright With freedom’s holy light; Protect us by Thy might, Great God, our King.

*Postlude God of Our Fathers J. Wayne Kerr

*Carillon Voluntary Mary McFarland
______________________________________________________

* Those who are able, please stand.





July 25, 2008, 6:00 p.m.

West Avenue Presbyterian Church

Catered BBQ meal, $6.00 per plate
(profit per plate to Dr. Nagy’s Mission)

A Celebration of mission, music and fellowship
for Presbyterians in the Gastonia Area


