Adult Sunday School
2010 - 2011

“...continue in what you have learned and firmly
believed, knowing from whom you learned it, and how
from childhood you have known the sacred writings that
are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in

Christ Jesus.” FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
(Il Timothy 3:14-15) CHURCH BELMONT

Dear Friends in Christ,

In giving us the Great Commission, Jesus instructs that we are to “Go, and make disciples of
all nations . . .” (Matthew 28:19) Yet how can we make disciples unless we first become
one?¢ And what does it truly mean to become a “disciple of Christe”

The Adult Education Subcommittee examined these questions and sought to discern the
purpose and direction of our Adult Sunday School programs and the other adult education
ministries of our church. The result was two discipleship “ideals” as they relate to Christian
Education ...

l. As disciples, we are called to the ongoing study of the Bible as God'’s
revelation to us so that we may faithfully grow in our understanding of
God and His intentions for our lives.

2. Informed by this understanding and guided by the Holy Spirit, we are
called to experience God’s Word through a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ, in fellowship with the Body of Christ, and in service to our
families, friends, coworkers, church and community.

Guided by these ideals, we have selected curricula that we believe will nurture our spiritual
growth. We have also structured the Adult Sunday School program for 2010-2011 so that
classes across the calendar year have the same start and finish dates. These dates are
divided into 5 learning segments of 7 weeks in length with the first covering a 9-week
period.

We believe this structure provides opportunities throughout the year to join and move freely
between classes. It is our prayer each Sunday morning our congregation will find new
opportunities for learning, fellowship and spiritual growth through the Sunday School
experience.

Please join us!

The Adult Education Subcommittee




Visitors - Inquirers - New Members Class

“Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God.” (Romans 15:7)

First Presbyterian Church offers Sunday School classes created especially for our visitors,
inquirers and new members along with those in our congregation seeking to learn more
about the Presbyterian Reformed Tradition of Christian faith The class is led by our pastors
together with members of the Evangelism Committee and meets from 9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
in the Sanctuary.

Each class meets for 7 weeks. Those who wish to unite with our church family are invited to
do so during Worship on the last Sunday of the class followed by a Welcome Reception in the
Narthex.
Topics
A Brief History of First Presbyterian Church
The Reformed Tradition (Part I) - Heritage and Roots
The Reformed Tradition (Part Il) - Church History from Jerusalem to Belmont
Who Presbyterians Are and What Presbylerians Believe
Programs and Ministries of our Church
Church Organization and Structure

The Visitors - Inquirers - New Members Class will be held twice this year . . .

The Fall Session begins September 19 and concludes October 31.
The Spring Session begins February 20 and concludes April 3.

Please join us for this time of learning and fellowship.

Invitation to Bible Study

“And he said ‘How can | understand
unless someone guides me?’” (Acts 8:30)

The study of the Bible can appear to be a daunting task filed with more questions than
answers . . . Where do | starte How do | begin to understand it2 What difference does this
make for my life today?

In between the Fall and Spring Visitors-Inquirers-New Members classes, our pastors will lead
two 7-week survey courses on the Bible: (1) An Introduction to the Old Testament; and (2) An
Intfroduction to the New Testament.

Introduction to the Old Testament begins November 9 and concludes December 19

Introduction to the New Testament begins January 2 and concludes February 13




The Chapel Class

“If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples . ..” (John 8:31)

The Chapel Class combines a traditional Bible study experience with the opportunity to
connect Scripture with its meaning for our everyday lives. We follow The Present Word
curriculum. Each week we focus on a specific passage of Scripture by combining lecture and
class discussion in order to discern what the passage tells us about God and our life together
in the Body of Christ. The Chapel Class meets in the Chapel of the church adjacent to the
Parlor and will be led by Parks Wilson and Bob Decker.

Life Applications Class

Led by 'l'he sPIr\IT “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only ...

he who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty,
and perseveres, being no hearer that forgets but a doer
that acts, he shall be blessed in his doing.”
(James 1:22-25)

The Life Applications Class examines what the Bible says by applying it fo our everyday lives.
The class is led by Dave Barnhardt and meets in the Chancel Room behind the Sanctuary.
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“For their sake he remembered his covenant,
and showed compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.”
(Psalm 106:45)

Throughout the Bible God initiates covenant relationships with His people. The Covenant
Class, led by Kevin Plonk, meets in the Parlor and explores how we are called to live out
God's covenant in all aspects of our relationships with others.
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