
First Presbyterian Church
Belmont, North Carolina

Our Mission

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we, a fellowship of Christian believers

in gratitude to God, strive to serve Jesus Christ in our daily tasks

and minister to all God’s people through a prayerful program

of worship, education and service.

The Service for the Lord’s Day

World Communion Sunday
Stewardship Dedication

18th Sunday after Pentecost October 4, 2009



Gathering Around the Word

Welcome and Announcements 10:50 a.m.
Please sign the Friendship Pad so those sitting near you may greet you.

Minute for Mission CROP Walk Mary Warner

Minute for Property Congregational Clean-Up Day Mark Adcock

Minute for Directory Pictorial Directory Jean Wilson

Prayer Before Worship Book of Common Worship, p. 19, No. 7
Almighty God, we pray for your blessing on the church in this place. Here may the faithful find
salvation, and the careless be awakened. Here may the doubting find faith, and the anxious be
encouraged. Here may the tempted find help, and the sorrowful comfort. Here may the weary
find rest, and the strong be renewed. Here may the aged find consolation and the young be
inspired; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prelude Arioso Raymond H. Haan

Chiming of the Trinity 11:00 a.m.

*Hymn No. 443 O Christ, the Great Foundation AURELIA
*The congregation is asked to stand when the organist begins to play.

*Lighting the Candles Blake Tolley, Calista Gries

*Call to Worship and Invocation Sam Warner

*Congregational Response CRUCIFER
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore His sacred name.

Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod, the Lamb victorious, Christ the Son of God.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore His sacred name.

Prayer of Confession Daria Ragan
Loving God, in Jesus Christ You break down the barriers which separate us from others and You, and You
welcome everyone into Your Kingdom. Today You invite us to Your table as a sign of our unity with all
Christians around the world. Yet we are hesitant in accepting Your love, slow in responding to Your grace,
and timid in serving as ambassadors of Your gospel. Forgive us, Lord. Awaken us to the gift of Your Son
by the power of the Holy Spirit. And strengthen us to reach out to those who feel separated from us, so
that we may no longer remain divided, but know the peace of Christ and the unity of the Church.

(Silent prayers of confession)

CCLI1586974

Declaration of Pardon
Friends, believe the gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Daria Ragan

*Congregational Response HAMBURG
Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all.



Proclaiming the Word
Children’s Sermon

Children come forward as we sing Jesus Loves Me.
Afterward, preschoolers are invited to Room EB104 for PAWS - Preschoolers At Worship Service and

Kindergarteners through 2nd Graders are invited to the Chapel for Children’s Church.

Unison Prayer for Illumination Shannyn Holder
Prepare our hearts, O God, to accept your Word. Silence in us all voices but your own, that,
hearing, we may also obey your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Unison Reading Isaiah 49:1-7 pew Bible OT, p.679
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. Large Print pew Bible OT, p.830
People: Thanks be to God!

Epistle Reading I Corinthians 1:1-9 Ray Grant

Anthem Yonder Come Day Michael Burkhardt
Voice of Zion and Chapel Choir

Gospel Reading John 1:29-42 Sam Warner
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Where You Stay Sam Warner
Text: As a man thinks in his heart, so he is.” (Proverbs 23:7)

Responding to the Word
*Affirmation of Faith The Nicene Creed (Ecumenical) The Presbyterian Hymnal, p. 15

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end, Amen, Amen.

Presentation of Offerings and Financial Stewardship Commitments

Offertory Anthem Thee We Adore T. Frederick Candlyn
Sanctuary Choir

*The Doxology and Prayer of Dedication Rob Modlin
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Sharing of the Word
The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper

Element Bearers: Libba Steele and William Carstarphen

*Hymn No. 514 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ LINSTEAD
Kindergarteners through 2nd Graders return to the Sanctuary from Children’s Church.

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving Daria Ragan
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.


