
First Presbyterian Church
Belmont, North Carolina

Our Mission

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we, a fellowship of Christian believers

in gratitude to God, strive to serve Jesus Christ in our daily tasks

and minister to all God’s people through a prayerful program

of worship, education and service.

The Service for the Lord’s Day

Congregational Meeting

5th Sunday after Epiphany February 7, 2010



Gathering Around the Word

Welcome and Announcements 10:50 a.m.
Please sign the Friendship Pad so those sitting near you may greet you.

Prayer Before Worship Book of Common Worship, p.18, No. 5
O Lord our God, you are always more ready to bestow your good gifts upon us than we are to seek
them. You are more willing to give than we desire or deserve. Help us so to seek that we may
truly find, so to ask that we may joyfully receive, so to knock that the door of your mercy may be
opened for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prelude Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven Don Hustad

*Hymn No. 481 Praise the Lord, God’s Glories Show LLANFAIR
*The congregation is asked to stand when the organist begins to play.

*Lighting the Candles Heath Decker, Matthew Noles

Call to Worship Psalm 150
3rd, 4th and 5th grade drummers, drama team and hand chimes

Invocation Daria Ragan

*Congregational Response NICAEA
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;

Holy, holy holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Prayer of Confession Daria Ragan
Gracious God, we confess that we have not always lived for you. You have invited us into new life,
yet we have closed our eyes and ears and hearts against that invitation. You have shown us the
way to love, yet we have chosen too often the path of uncaring. You have called us to the ministry
of reconciliation, yet often we find ourselves tempted to turn away from others. You have
challenged us to generosity, but many times we would rather keep to ourselves. Enter our lives,
God, once again. Release us from the bonds of self- centeredness. Create in us a renewed openness
to your love, so that we might share it with others.

(Silent prayers of confession)

Declaration of Pardon
Friends, believe the gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Daria Ragan

*Congregational Response BUNESSAN
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit; Cleansed by the blood of Christ our King;

Heirs of salvation, trusting the promise; Faithfully now God's praises we sing



Proclaiming the Word
Anthem God of Great and God of Small Natalie Sleeth

Alleluia and Trinity Choirs

God of Great and God of Small, God of one and God of all
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,

Alleluia, Alleluia, Praised be Thy Name.
God of land and sky and sea, God of life and destiny

God of never-ending power, Yet beside me every hour,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Praised be Thy Name.

God of silence, God of sound, God in whom the lost are found
God of day and darkest night, God whose love turns wrong to right

God of heaven God of earth, God of death and God of birth
God of now and days before, God who reigns forevermore,

Alleluia, Alleluia, Praised be Thy Name.
Praised be Thy Name.

Children’s Time Robin Russell
Children come forward as we sing Jesus Loves Me.

Afterward, preschoolers are invited to Room EB104 for PAWS - Preschoolers At Worship Service and
Kindergarteners through 2nd Graders are invited to follow Robin Russell for Children’s Church.

Unison Prayer for Illumination Elle Sudderth
Guide us, O God, by your word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your truth
find freedom, and in your will discover your peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Unison Reading Isaiah 56:1-8

Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come, and my deliverance be revealed.

Happy is the mortal who does this, the one who holds it fast,
who keeps the sabbath, not profaning it, and refrains from doing any evil.

Do not let the foreigner joined to the Lord say, ‘The Lord will surely separate me
from his people’; and do not let the eunuch say, ‘I am just a dry tree.’

For thus says the Lord: To the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths,
who choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant,

I will give, in my house and within my walls,
a monument and a name better than sons and daughters;

I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off.
And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him,

to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants,
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it and hold fast my covenant -

these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar;

for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.
Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel,

I will gather others to them besides those already gathered.*

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

New Testament Reading Luke 4:14-20 Tricia Decker
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Gospel Reading Luke 4:21-30 Daria Ragan
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

Sermon A Prophet Without Honor Daria Ragan


