
First Presbyterian Church
Belmont, North Carolina

Our Mission
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we, a fellowship of Christian believers

in gratitude to God, strive to serve Jesus Christ in our daily tasks

and minister to all God’s people through a prayerful program

of worship, education and service.

The Service for the Lord’s Day

The Sacrament of Baptism

4th Sunday in Lent March 14, 2010



Gathering Around the Word

Welcome and Announcements 10:50 a.m.
Please sign the Friendship Pad so those sitting near you may greet you.

*Passing the Peace of Christ Sam Warner
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

Prayer Before Worship Book of Common Worship, No. 9, p. 19
Bless us, O God, with a reverent sense of Your presence, that we may be at peace and may
worship You with all our mind and spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prelude Psalm 20 Benedetto Marcello

*Hymn No. 483 Sing Praise to God, Who Reign Above MIT FREUDEN ZART
*The congregation is asked to stand when the organist begins to play.

*Lighting the Candles Elle Sudderth, Mattie Lee

*Call to Worship and Invocation Daria Ragan

*Congregational Response BUNESSAN
Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, Cleansed by the blood of Christ, our King;

Heirs of salvation, Trusting the promise, Faithfully now God’s praises we sing.

Prayer of Confession Daria Ragan
Merciful God, in baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us part of the body of
Christ. Yet we confess that we remain preoccupied with ourselves, separated from sisters and
brothers in Christ. We cling to destructive habits, hold grudges, and show reluctance to welcome
one another; we allow the past to hold us hostage. In your loving kindness, have mercy on us, and
free us from sin. Remind us of the promises you make in baptism so that we may rise to new life,
and live together in grace.

Silent Confession

CCLI1586974

Declaration of Pardon Daria Ragan
Friends, believe the gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*Congregational Response BUNESSAN
Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, Dead in the tomb with Christ, our King;
One with His rising, Freed and forgiven, Thankfully now God’s praises we sing.

Nickel-A-Meal Hunger Offering Reflection on Psalm 72:3 Douglas Wagner

Children’s Sermon
Children come forward as we sing “Jesus Loves Me.”

Afterward, preschoolers are invited to Room EB106 for PAWS - Preschoolers At Worship Service.
Kindergarteners through 2nd Graders are invited to follow Robin Russell for Children’s Church in the Chapel.

.



Sealing the Word through Baptism
John Parks McCombs

Greeting Daria Ragan
Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ:

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And lo, I am with you always to the end of the age.

Hear also the words of the Apostle Peter on the Day of Pentecost when he said:
For the promise is for you, for your children and for all who are far away, everyone the Lord our God calls to him.

Presentation Anne Hixson
On behalf of the Session, I present John Parks McCombs, son of Katy and Robert McCombs, to receive
the Sacrament of Baptism.

Questions to the Parents Sam Warner

Questions to the Children Lily Keel
Do you promise to be a friend to John Parks? Yes.
If he needs directions, will you show him the way? Yes.
If he falls down, will you pick him up? Yes.
Will you play with him, and share with him the stories of Jesus? Yes.

Questions to the People Parks Wilson
Do you, the members of this congregation, in the name of the whole church of Christ, undertake with
these parents the Christian nurture of John Parks so that in due time he may confess faith in Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior, and, will you endeavor by your fellowship and example to strengthen his family ties
with the household of faith? Do you and will you? We do and we will.

*Affirmation of Faith Belonging To God: A First Catechism
Leader: What is a sacrament? Question 41
People: A sacrament is a special act of Christian worship which uses visible signs to present

God’s grace for us in Jesus Christ. We believe that two sacraments were given by
Jesus: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

Leader: What is Baptism? Question 42
People: Through Baptism I am adopted and welcomed into God’s family. In the water of

Baptism I share in the dying and rising of Jesus, who washes away my sins. I am made
one with him and with all who are joined to him in the church.

*Baptismal Prayer Daria Ragan
Holy God, we praise you that you have given us gracious promises concerning our children, and
that in mercy you call them to yourself and mark them with this sacrament as a pledge of your
faithful love. Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this water, and set it apart from a
common purpose to a sacred use. Remind us of the promises given in our own Baptism, and
renew our trust in you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Baptism

Presentation of Certificate and Baptismal Candle Daria Ragan

The Aaronic Benediction Sam Warner


