
First Presbyterian Church
Belmont, North Carolina

Our Mission

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we, a fellowship of Christian believers

in gratitude to God, strive to serve Jesus Christ in our daily tasks

and minister to all God’s people through a prayerful program

of worship, education and service.

The Service for the Lord’s Day

Commissioning of Youth Mission Trip Participants

5th Sunday after Pentecost July 5, 2009



Gathering Around the Word

Welcome, Announcements, Joys and Concerns Wilson Rhoton
Please sign the Friendship Pad so those sitting near you may greet you.

Prayer Before Worship
Great and good God, give us pure hearts that we may see you, humble hearts that we may hear
you, hearts of love that we may serve you, hearts of faith that we may live in you, reverent hearts
that we may worship you, here and in the world out there, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prelude Battle Hymn of the Republic Robert J. Hughes

Chiming of the Trinity 10:00 a.m.

*Hymn No. 411 Arise! Your Light Has Come
*The congregation is asked to stand when the organist begins to play.

*Lighting the Candles Mattie Lee, Samantha Holder

*Call to Worship and Invocation Neill McKay

*Congregational Response NICAEA
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three Persons, blessed Trinity.

Prayer of Confession
Merciful Father, be behind and before and beside us in the day and in the night as we walk in the wilderness
of Temptation,

We confess you made us strong, but we became dictators
You made us humble and we became weak;
You allowed us wisdom and we learned arrogance
You shared your abundance and we built store houses
You gave us determination, and we became stubborn
You lighted our Paths, and we walked naïvely in darkness
You demonstrated tolerance; and we failed to be merciful
You taught us Hospitality and we too often avoided the beggar on the street

Lord only you know our hearts…at this time please hear our silent confessions…

(Silent prayers of confession)

Declaration of Pardon
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. Thanks be to God! Amen

*Congregational Response TO GOD BE THE GLORY
To God be the glory, great things He hath done! So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, And opened the lifegate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, And give Him the glory: great things He hath done.

*Passing the Peace of Christ
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.



Proclaiming the Word
Children’s Sermon Robin Russell

Children come forward as we sing Jesus Loves Me.
Preschoolers then go to EB108 for PAWS (Preschoolers At Worship Service).

Unison Prayer for Illumination Kemp Davenport
Guide us, O God, by your word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your truth
find freedom, and in your will discover your peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Unison Reading Psalm 119:33-41 Pew Bible OT, page 567
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. Large Print Pew Bible OT, page 697
People: Thanks be to God!

Old Testament Reading Genesis 45:3-12 Martha Stowe
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Anthem Men’s Chorus

New Testament Reading Matthew 25:32-40
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Good Ole Southern Hospitality Neill McKay

Responding to the Word
*The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Congregational Response GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, World without end, Amen, Amen.

*Hymn The Battle Hymn of the Republic Insert

Prayers of the People Wilson Rhoton
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory Dear Lord and Father of Mankind Rex Koury

*The Doxology and Prayer of Dedication Sam Stowe
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.


