
Making the Cut
I have a great love for the sport of swimming. I have such fond memories from growing up here
in Belmont and swimming on the local swim team and minute high school team.
Competition is ingrained in us to the point of addiction. Growing up I looked forward to that time
where nations put their differences aside and competed not through wars but in athletics. Yes,
the Olympic Games have always been a favorite. As I watched the Olympic Trials for swimming

this past week I f found myself jumping and screaming as if I could assist these athletes to attain better times.

Part of my excitement for these trials is that many of the young men and women I have known since they were youngsters
are competing. After years of watching these swimmers practice day after day, sitting with their parents, taking them on
travel trips, seeing their dedication and sacrifice, I wanted them to succeed. I wanted to be able to will them to succeed.
Most have worked their entire school career to make it to the Olympic Trials with the ultimate goal of making it to Beijing for
the upcoming Olympic Games.

It was with great excitement and pride to see one of our own make it. Ricky Berens will be representing the United States as a member of the
Olympic Team. What he must feel! What his parents must feel! All that work and sacrifice has paid off. He paid his dues and he’s on his way. It
made me stop and think. Now, he has reached the pinnacle. But, isn’t it great for all of us as Christians that we do not have to make the cut.
God has already done the work for us through Jesus Christ. We don’t have to worry if we will be good enough, we don’t have to worry if there will
be a spot for us on the team.

John 14:1-3 reads –
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are
many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also.

We are on the ultimate team. How cool is that!
North Carolina has at least 10 local swimmers at the Olympic trials. We represent the sport well. All athletes are working toward that Beijing
goal. Hopefully, we will have more athletes from all sports represent North Carolina. But, more importantly in life, being that we are already on
the team, it is our duty to represent, to represent the body of Christ in a way that is pleasing in his sight.

Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world. Red and yellow, black
and white they are precious in His sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world.

What a sight to see athletes from so many different walks of life competing! They are precious in His sight.
Please pray for our athletes during the upcoming Olympic Games.

This Sunday, July 6th, our Puerto Rico mission trip participants will be commissioned during the 10:00 worship service.
These high school participants are: Caroline Boyce, Maggie Cloninger, Megan Debeilus, Will Elliott, Kaylyn Gruber,
Jonathan Hall, Tom Hall, Shannyn Holder, Maggie LeGrand, Laura Grace Lemond, Lawson Maness, Charlie Modlin,
Carly Neisler, Philip Rinehart, Haley Seiber and Jay Warner. The adult advisors that will participant in this mission trip are:
Curtis Elliott, Mike Holder, John Maness and Robin Russell. Participants will be staying at:

Santa Maria del Camino
22601 Sector Los Nieves
Cayey, Puerto Rico 00736-9255

This church is also sort of a retreat center. It's located on a beautiful wooded hillside a short drive from the center of Caguas. Some of the
projects for the week will include painting and maintenance at the Botanical Gardens, some carpentry projects at the Caguas Cathedral, and
serving at local resident homes. There will be various other projects as the week progresses.

Our group will be meeting Sunday, July 13th at 6:30 a.m. at the Charlotte Douglas International Airport. We will be taking US Airways flight 905
to San Juan which will depart at 8:00 a.m. and we should arrive in San Juan at 11:43 a.m. where we will drive to Cayey. Friday, July 18th we will
depart San Juan at 2:43 on US Airways flight 928 and return to Charlotte at 6:09 p.m.

We ask you ,our church family, to keep us in your prayers that we will have safe travel and will be instruments of God’s use.

In Christ,
Robin


