
Report to the Presbytery of Transylvania 
March 15, 2005 

Social Witness and Mission Committee 
 

The SWM Committee met on January 17 and February 7. 
 
The committee approved a $1000 peacemaking grant for Rev. David Renwick to go to 
Israel with Temples Adath Israel (Lexington) and Sholom (Louisville) on May 30-June 
10.  Our balance on peacemaking grant funds will be only $216.27 after this grant 
payment, so we encourage churches to give to the peacemaking fund and participate in 
the Peacemaking Offering on World Communion Sunday. 
 
The committee will sponsor a mission conference, “Celebrating Mission:  Growing in 
Mission” on August 20, 2005 at First Presbyterian Church, Winchester.  The Christian 
Formation and Discipleship Committee has agreed to co-sponsor this conference.  A 
keynote speaker will preach at an opening worship service followed by workshops on 
issues concerning the environment, hunger, peace and justice, PC(USA) mission and 
mission education.  Childcare will be provided.  Please mark this date on your calendar, 
again, August 20, 2005. 
 
The committee approved a request from Hunter Presbyterian Church, Lexington, to form 
teams of two persons who will go to our youth and speak on how our Christian values 
would inform a person to serve or not to serve in the military.  Such teams can be 
requested through the SWM Committee which will train these persons.  Anyone who 
wants to volunteer to be on a team, please contact Rev. David Chumney, (859/987-2770) 
or the Presbytery office. 
 
Persons going on water purification installation trips for the Synod of Living Waters 
project will be commissioned at the next presbytery meeting.  We have 18 persons going 
from our presbytery. 
 
The SWM Committee encourages all congregations to be more involved and speak out 
on issues.  Call your state representative or senator at 1-800-372-7181, or your U.S. 
representative or senator at 1-877-762-8762.  Give your zip code and you will be directed 
to the appropriate person. 
 
Today we will dedicate the offerings and kits given by our churches for tsunami relief.  
Praise to God for all the generosity shown the persons affected in their time of need. 
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Extra Commitment Opportunities:  Middle East 
 
Hunger and Human Development in the Middle East 
  

 
   Agriculture and Hunger   (E865601) 
          
Contact: Lionel Derenencourt 
(888) 728-7228 x5834  

  Goal: $25,000    

 
      

 
Children and their families throughout the Middle East continue to suffer from hunger and 
poverty brought about by social disruption, political oppression, economic inequities and 
natural disasters. Church groups and community organizations are mobilized to address 
these problems. They need financial assistance to support agricultural and economic 
development, education and nutritional enhancement, training and technical assistance for 
poor people in rural and urban areas. 
 
 Near East School of Theology, NEST 
   
  
 Middle East   Education   (E862612) 

           
 Contact: David Maxwell 
(888) 728-7228 x5317  

  Goal: $300,000    

 
       
  
 NEST, an interdenominational Protestant theological seminary, serves the Evangelical 
churches of the Middle East. In recent years it has also accepted English-speaking 
students from Africa and is able to accommodate international students who have a 
special interest in Biblical and Islamic studies in a Middle Eastern context. Dr Mary Mikhael 
is the seminary's first woman president.  

 
Peacemaking in the Middle East 
  

 
Middle East  Human Rights, Justice & 

Peacemaking 
 (E441102) 

         
Contact: Sara 
Lisherness 
(888) 728-7228 x5779  

 Goal: $50,000   

 



     
 

Gifts toward this project will assist peacemaking, reconciliation and conflict resolution in the 
Middle East. Other goals include developing educational and human resources to enable 
US Presbyterians to learn about the complexities that exist in the region. 
 
 Middle East Council of Churches M.E.C.C. 
   
  
 Middle East   General Support   (E340102) 

           
 Contact: Victor Makari 
(888) 728-7228 x5314  

  Goal: $18,000    

 
       
  
 The MECC, regional council of 22 countries of the Middle East, is the instrument for unity 
and cooperation in witness and service for about 70 percent of the nearly 20 million 
Christians in the Middle East. With your support, extraordinary efforts to conduct and 
coordinate programs in the following areas can be funded: women and youth, relief and 
reconstruction, information and documentation, theological and leadership development, 
literature and communications and Christian education. 

 
National Middle Eastern Youth Conference 
  

 
North America   Evangelism   (E051550) 
          
Contact: Amal Marks 
(888) 728-7228 x8264  

  Goal: $25,000    

 
      

 
These funds will help with annual national conference expenses and provide scholarships 
to bring together Middle Eastern (Egyptian, Syrian, Iranian, Lebanese, Palestinian, 
Jordanian) youth and young adults from across the US to identify and train them as 
potential leaders in PC(USA). 
 
National Middle Eastern Presbyterian Caucus 
  

 
North America   Evangelism   (E049540) 
          



Contact: Amal Marks 
(888) 728-7228 x8264  

  Goal: $30,000    

 
      

 
The National Middle Eastern Presbyterian Caucus (NMEPC) was officially recognized by 
the General Assembly in 1996 as the fifth National Racial Ethnic Caucus in PC(USA). The 
caucus provides spiritual and organizational services to ten Middle Eastern ethnic groups: 
Armenian, Assyrian, Egyptian, Iranian, Iraqi, Jordanian, Lebanese, Palestinian, Sudanese 
and Syrian. Funds will enable the caucus to develop new fellowships, train lay leaders, build 
bridges of understanding between Christians and Muslims and advocate for peace and 
reconciliation in the Middle East. 
 
 
Scholarships for International Study 
  

 
      (E051067) 
          
Contact: Patsy Godwin 
(888) 728-7228 x5337  

  Goal: $7,000    

 
      

 
During the January term seminarians may participate in an international program with 
faculty that is designed to enhance their educational experience through travel to such 
places as Great Britain, Eastern Europe, Africa or the Middle East. This support would 
provide seven $1,000 scholarships to subsidize students for whom this opportunity would 
otherwise be financially impossible. 
 
 
Mission Partnerships in the Middle East  
  

 
Middle East / Europe   Other   (E051665) 
          
Contact: Victor Makari 
(888) 728-7228 x5314  

  Goal: $100,000    

 
      

 
PC(USA) has had over 150 years of mission work in the Middle East that has flourished at 
the hands of our partners. With the severe reductions in budgeted grants to church 
partners, the need for support is ever more urgent. This ECO fund gives a special 
opportunity to persons and churches who believe in the PC(USA)'s mission partnerships in 



this region to under gird a variety of sustaining and innovative ministries carried out by a 
number of solid, well-established partners in the Middle East. 
 
 
Development Associate for Interpretation and Support - NEST 
  

 
   Education   (E051832) 
          
Contact: David Maxwell 
(888) 728-7228 x5317  

  Goal: $12,000    

 
      

 
To assist in logistical costs for a mission personnel who works as a development associate 
for interpretation and support and is assigned to the Near East School of Theology, Beirut, 
Lebanon. To assist the Middle East/Europe office and the Global Education office of 
Worldwide Ministries in developing and implementing a theological education strategy with 
our partners in the region. 
 
 
Hunger and Human Development in the Middle East 
  

 
   Agriculture and Hunger   (E865601) 
          
Contact: Lionel Derenencourt 
(888) 728-7228 x5834  

  Goal: $25,000    

 
      

 
Children and their families throughout the Middle East continue to suffer from hunger and 
poverty brought about by social disruption, political oppression, economic inequities and 
natural disasters. Church groups and community organizations are mobilized to address 
these problems. They need financial assistance to support agricultural and economic 
development, education and nutritional enhancement, training and technical assistance for 
poor people in rural and urban areas. 
 



 
 

Your Social Witness and Mission Committee wants to know what’s 
happening in our congregations in the area of mission, so that we can 
let all of our churches know what good things are going on among us.   
Please fill out this brief questionnaire and leave it on the clerk’s table 
before you leave the Presbytery meeting.  Thanks! 
 
Congregation: ____________________________________ 
           Approximate membership: _________ 

 
Mission activities: (If you need more space, use the back.) 
  
 Global Mission: ________________________________ 
 
           ________________________________ 
 
           ________________________________ 

          
 National Mission:  ______________________________ 
 
           ________________________________ 
 
                                        ________________________________ 
 
 Local Mission:  ________________________________ 
 
           ________________________________ 
 
           ________________________________ 
  

Mission Trips:  _________________________________ 
 
                                       _________________________________ 
 
         Other mission activities: __________________________ 
 
                                       _________________________________ 



Mission Speakers for 2005 

Read this before contacting one of the speakers 

Some of the Presbyterian mission workers on these lists are home on "interpretation assignment" (what we 
used to call "furlough" or "home assignment"), some are retired, and the some have ended their term of 
service for other reasons. 

Feel free to contact and invite them to speak at your church. 

The church or inviting body must pay the travel expenses (mileage, meals, lodging) incurred by the mission 
worker. 

If a mission worker is still under appointment (still receiving a salary from the PC(USA)), then no honorarium 
is expected or required. 

If the mission speaker has ended his or her term of service, or is retired, then an honorarium is appropriate. 
Talk about this with the mission worker when you first contact him or her. Then, don’t forget to follow 
through. 

Please use our human resources wisely 

Think of different ways to permit the missionary to share the whole range of his or her experience—sermon, 
Sunday school, potluck supper, prayer breakfast, bag lunch, Presbyterian Women’s meeting, mission 
committee, keynote speaker at a mission fair. 

Think of how to share the missionary with the community. Local media (especially radio and newspapers) 
might like to interview someone just home from years abroad. Local civic organizations, such as the Rotary 
Club or Jaycees, might like to hear your speaker. 

Think of how to share the missionary regionally by inviting other congregations to share the program, or 
perhaps arrange with other churches to have a program during the same time period in order to share travel 
expenses. 
 
Mission Speakers for Kentucky: 
 
John & Martha Butt 
    
  Interfaith dialogue (John) and university administration (Martha) - 

Thailand 

April and May 2005 

Until April 2005: 
Payap University  
Chiang Mai, Thailand 50000 
msgbutt@yahoo.com 

After April 6, 2005: 
1044 Alta Vista Road 
Louisville, KY 40205 
msgbutt@yahoo.com  

 



 
 
Susan Ellison  
    
  Joining Hands Against Hunger facilitator - Bolivia 

May 1 to August 1, 2005 

After May 1, 2005: 
2216 Valley Vista Rd. 
Louisville, KY 40205 
(502) 458-7445 
susanhellison@yahoo.com or 
sellison@albatros.cnb.net 

Until May 1, 2005: 
Casilla 9383 
La Paz, Bolivia 
susanhellison@yahoo.com or 
sellison@albatros.cnb.net 

 
 

Michael Fry  
    
  National Young Adult Volunteer - Tucson, Arizona, and Miami, Florida. 

Ended one-year term of service in Tuscon in August 2003, then served for one year in 
Miami. During 2004-2005, Michael is an intern with the National Volunteer Office. 

National Volunteer Office 
100 Witherspoon St. 
.Louisville, KY 40202-1396 
(888) 728-7228 x5739 
Email: Michael Fry 

   

Layne Hawley 
      
    Development and youth ministries - Egypt & Palestine  

Ended her term of service in October 2004, but is willing to speak when her schedule 
permits.  

39 Blakely Subdivision 
London, KY 40741 
(606) 878-8331 

   
   
  Kate Hartman  
      
    Young Adult Volunteer - Ghana 

Ended her term of service in August 2003, then worked for General Assembly 
Council offices in Louisville doing work in peacemaking and youth ministries.  

1608 Beechwood Apt. #3 



Louisville, KY 40204 
(502) 419-9209 
khartman516@hotmail.com 

   
   
  Ben and Shannon Langley  
      
    Global involvement/ Mission education - Dominican Republic 

September 2003 through November 2004.  

Shannon is a missionary-in-residence with the Worldwide Ministries Division. Ben is 
on a leave of absence. 

161 Wiltshire Ave. 
Louisville, KY 40207 
(502) 896-0977 
bslangley@att.net 

   
   
  Patricia Lloyd-Sidle 
      
    Mission education, global awareness - Cuba 

Tricia is the area liaison for the Caribbean. She is based in United States, with 
frequent travel to Cuba and other Caribbean islands. 

She is able to do mission interpretation when schedule permits. 

4000 Winchester 
Louisville, KY 40207 
(502) 897-3731 
revtjls@aol.com 

   
   
  Corey Nelson 
      
    YAV / Cross-cultural ministry - Ghana and Belfast, Northern Ireland 

Corey was the director of WMD’s Thuma Mina theater group. He's now available to 
speak when his schedule permits. 

1217 Eastern Parkway 
Louisville, KY 40204 
(502) 387-4124 (home) 
thumamina@aol.com 

   
   
  Elizabeth and Marthame Sanders 
      
    Education and accompaniment ministries - West Bank, Palestine 

They are missionaries-in-residence with area office for the Middle East, and mission 
interpretation is part of their assignment. 

Area Office for the Middle East and Europe 



100 Witherspoon St. 
Louisville, KY 40202396 
Email: Marthame Sanders  
Email: Elizabeth Sanders  
(888) 728-7228 x5960 (Elizabeth) 
(888) 728-7228 x5835 (Marthame) 

Alternate emails: 
elizabeth@saltfilms.net 
marthame@saltfilms.net 

   
   
  Bruce & Lora Whearty 
      
    Secondary education - Vanuatu 

January 2005 to June 2006. The Wheartys are missionaries-in-residence with the 
Office for Global Education and International Leadership Development. 

1044 Alta Vista Road 
Louisville, KY 40205 
(502) 897-6289 
Email: Bruce Whearty 
Email: Lora Whearty 

 



Presbytery of Transylvania Social Witness and Mission Committee 
Hunger Grant Request Form 

 
Name of congregation making request____________________________________ 
 
Attach record of Session approval or appropriate Session committee approval. 
 
Total amount requested _____________________ 
 
Provide a brief statement describing the program to be supported. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What other congregations or community organizations are involved in the program? 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the extent of your congregation’s involvement in the program? 
 
 
 
 
 
How will the requested funds be used? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attach a copy of the current budget for the program and/or the agency conducting the 
program. 
 
Name, address and phone number of person we may contact about this request: 
 
 
 
Signature of Clerk of Session and/or Moderator of Session   
 
____________________________       ___________________________ 



Presbytery of Transylvania Social Witness and Mission Committee 
Peacemaking Grant Request Form 

 
Name of congregation making request____________________________________ 
 
Attach record of Session approval or appropriate Session committee approval. 
 
Total amount requested _____________________ 
 
Provide a brief statement describing the program to be supported. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What other congregations or community organizations are involved in the program? 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the extent of your congregation’s involvement in the program? 
 
 
 
 
 
How will the requested funds be used? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attach a copy of the current budget for the program and/or the agency conducting the 
program. 
 
Name, address and phone number of person we may contact about this request: 
 
 
 
Signature of Clerk of Session and/or Moderator of Session   
 
____________________________       ___________________________ 


