
Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
September 13, 2005 

Report to Presbytery of Transylvania 
 

1.  The Committee on Preparation for Ministry informs the Presbytery of 
Transylvania that the following Inquirers/Candidate have been removed from 
the roll of Presbytery: 

a. Howard Bentley, who is a member of First Presbyterian Church, 
Maysville, KY.  

b. Russ Coley, who is a member of First Presbyterian Church in Mt. 
Sterling, KY. 

c. Cindy Larsen, who is a member of Wilmore Presbyterian Church in 
Wilmore, KY. 

 
2. The Committee on Preparation for Ministry recommends that the Presbytery 

of Transylvania approve the enrollment of Inquirer Dan Phelps in a non-
Presbyterian Seminary, Lexington Theological. 

 
3. The Committee on Preparation for Ministry recommends that the Presbytery 

of Transylvania sustain the ordination examination of Janet Prewitt and that 
she be approved for ordination as Minister of the Word and Sacrament in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA).  Janet has received a call as Chaplain in Hospice 
of the Bluegrass.  Janet is a member of Salem Presbyterian Church. 
 

4. The Committee on Preparation for Ministry recommends that the Presbytery 
of Transylvania sustain the ordination examination of Kirk Hall and that he be 
approved for ordination as Minister of the Word and Sacrament in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA).  Kirk has received a call to be Associate Pastor 
for First Presbyterian, Lexington.  Kirk comes to us from the Presbytery of 
Charlotte. 

 
5. The Committee on Preparation for Ministry recommends that the Presbytery 

of Transylvania sustain the ordination examination of Justin Marple and that 
he be approved for ordination as Minister of the Word and Sacrament in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA).  Justin has received a call from Phelps/Stopover 
Presbyterian Churches in Phelps and Stopover, KY.  Justin comes to us from 
the Presbytery of Baltimore. 

 
6. The Committee on Preparation for Ministry informs the Presbytery that the 

Committee has conducted annual consultations with the following Inquirers 
and Candidates of our Presbytery thus far this year: 
 
April 7, 2005   May 12, 2005  August 25, 2005 
Howard Bentley   Bob Greer  Dan Phelps 
Pam Lee-Miller   Chad Miller 
Janet Prewitt   Kathy Riley 
     Chris Turner 

 
Included in packet:  Statement of Faith and brief autobiography from all three 
candidates to be examined today. 
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Brief Autobiographical Statement Janet White Preiwtt
I was born on May 13,1947, the middle child of four daughters. I have lived in

Wlnchester, Kentucky all of my life. I graduated from Centre College in 1g68 with a B.A. in
French and English literature and from the University of Kentucky College of l*aw in 1g71
with a J.D. degree. I received the Masters of Divinity degree from Lexington Theological
Seminary in 2004. I practiced law in Winchester from 1971 until 2001 in a small firm started
by my father and which included one of my sisters. While practicing law I was City Attorney
and, for twenty years or so, a small town banker, both part time positions

I married in 1980 and have one child, Jacob, age 22. Jacob's father and I divorced
in 1990. I have been active in various civic functions : currently the Winchester-Clark
County Literacy Council and Habitat for Humanity, and earlier in the United Way, Big
Brothers and Big Sisters, the Wlnchester-Clark County Public Library and others.

I grew up in the Disciples of Christ church. This was my mother's faith community;
my father had been raised rn the Presbgerian Church but joined the Disciples of Christ after
marriage. I attended the Episcopal Church with my husband but when he stopped
attending church and we had a child ljoined my parents at First Presbyterian Church in
Wlnchester. (Turn about being fair play, after my sisters and I had all left home my mother
joined my father at the Presbyterian Church.)

I am a member of Salem Presbyterian Church at Pine Grove (in Clark County)
where I have served as an elder and where I play the piano. I did my seminary field
education at Salem and at The Breckinridge, an Alzheimer's nursing home in Lexington
where I had a worship service and acted as chaplain. I have completed three units of CpE
at Hospice of the Blue Grass where I have been employed as a chaplain since 20A4.
Currently, I am a chaplain to Hospice patients in nursing homes.

When I was a child I wondered what God's call on my life might be. Later, I intended
to go to seminary as a Donovan scholar. But the call became so insistent that I could not
ignore it, though I still did not know what work I would do, I never felt called to parish ministry.
When I began seminary I felt called only to study and prepare myself and wait. But in my
first cpe experience, I knew just what I was called to do. I first worked for Hospice wherever
needed but mostly seeing patients in their homes in Bourbon County, Perry County,
Letcher Couty or Knott County. The nursing home chaplain in the Lexington Hospice office
asked me if I would share her job after her baby was born and work prn the other days of
the week. I agreed to do it for two years, thinking that was as long as I could stand nursing
home work, where so many patients have dementia. But the caseload grew and I now do
that work fulltime; I believe it is the work to which I am called and for which I have been given
gifts. But the work has been a gift to me, too. The experiences of our patients and their
families encourage my faith and add to my own experience of God, acting in the world.



statement of Faith

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are one and inseparable manifestations of our
loving, forgiving, salvific, inspiring Creator, Sustainer, Savior, Teacher and Friend. Our Lord
is eternal and present; immanent and transcendent;just and merciful; revealed in the word,
both Logos and Scripture.

God creates, sustains, directs, governs and loves humanity with God's will and
God's intellect. God created us for covenant relationship - from which humanity has
consistently turned and hidden . So God came into perfect relationship with humanity
through Jesus Christ, fully human and fully God. God loves us as creatures in God's imaoe
and graciously wills to redeem us to Godself.

My faith is in God, in whose image we are created, by whose sacrifice we are
reconciled, and by whose Spirit we are sustained:

God who gave us the earth which we have despoiled,
God who is faithful to God's own covenant when we are not;
Christ who is the head of the church,

Christ who loves the outcast, the poor and the powerless

while we love ourselves.

The spirit of God who is with us, teaching us and comforting us.
The Spirit of God who fills us with the breath of life and, when we despair,

puts a new song in our mouths.

God, revealed in scripture and in community, loving us insistenily,
and calling us to respond with trust and gratitude,

bearing the gospel into the world.

God, gracious giver of the gifts necessary to bear the gospel into the world,
prompting us to discern and claim the gifts, using them to study, teach and

preach the word, administer Baptism and the Lord's supper, pray,
encourage, nufture and walk wih the community of faith and care for the
poor, the sick, the troubled and the dying.

Janet Prewitt


