
START THE NEW YEAR
WITH HOPE AnD PURPOsE

Cindy McDowell Presents

WHY YOUR LIFE MATTERS
 All are invited to come to Keith Jones Hall on Sunday, 
January 20, 4:00�6:00 p.m., to hear popular author, na-
tional speaker and First Church member Cindy McDowell 
talk about her latest book, Role of a Lifetime—Your Part in 
God’s Story. Cindy is excited to share with men and women 
about how each life story can make a difference in God�s 
Kingdom. The talk will be from 4:30 to 5:10 p.m., followed 
by a reception with music, refreshments and a book sign-
ing. Everyone is welcome! For more information or to vol-
unteer to help, please call Cindy at 257-9673.
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A Message 
from the 
Good Samaritan
Committee
  Our Good Samaritan Committee 
has a long history of helping those 
in critical �nancial need. The Dea-
con members, past and present, who 
make up the committee have a com-
mon commitment to review �rst the 
needs of our own church members 
and their families.
  We know that dif�cult times may 
appear at a moment�s notice. Good 
Sam wants to assist our church family 
when and where we can. You are our 
�rst concern. We hold all information 
con�dential. Applications are avail-
able at the reception desk.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, so that you may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit.
– Romans 15:13

In the Christmas Pageant, Katie Mullaly, Hannah Caruso and Jennifer Beaty
performed a beautiful liturgical dance, choreographed by Kim Arcata.

New Classes 
for Winter

See page 4

The auditorium at Weth-
ersfield High School was 
filled with people�from 
our church and from our 
community�who came 
to experience the First 
Church Christmas Pageant 
on December 23.

(More pictures on page 5)
Angels Lynne Landers, Paige Landers and Dana Murphy

joyfully await their cue to take the stage!
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 Later Hope visited Cambodia and wrote: �Now, I feel more 
con�dent and assured that the Spirit�s peace can work through 
us (in spite of us), and I feel more connected to the living God 
Who makes all of us more capable of forgiving, loving, extending 
kindness, respecting others, and unifying in Him as one body with 
many parts� Now, I can�t  explain the apparent absence of God�s 
light during the genocide that occurred here or anywhere else 
in the world for that matter (it�s one of my biggest questions for 
God, especially after visiting Tuol Sleng and the Killing Fields), 
but the closest I have come to understanding it for myself is that 
this darkness was a direct cause of people trying to take mat-
ters into their own hands and using their �free will� to �play God� 
for their own sel�sh desires. When all of this happens without 
the light of God�s will and blessing, the darkness prevails, fear 
spreads, and humans wreak havoc... Thus proving that there�s 
no �rm foundation on Earth without God�s Truth to support it. 
Actually, I�m just now discovering that the more I acknowledge 
and attribute to God, the more �rm His foundation becomes 
through the intricate pattern of His creation�life...�
 �Because I�ve decided to accept and trust God doesn�t mean 
that I�m some kind of superhero. I�m just as susceptible as the 
next person to physical pain, emotional distress, mental anguish, 
worldly desires, sudden miscommunication, fear, anger, depres-
sion, etc.� but now I understand my process of letting go and 
letting God work it all out in and through me. It�s not by my do-
ing; it�s by His doing through my being� all the more reason we 
need to love, support and embody the light for each other in the 
dark, rather than taking matters into our own hands by trying to 
�do� God�s job� a job too great for us. After all, we are human 
�beings,� not human �doings.��

 As their father, I ask you to continue to pray for Hope and Heather 
on their global mission trip, for their protection and direction by 
Christ, the Light of the World. You can keep track of their journey 
by going to www.hoped.blogspot.com or www.globalmissionproject.
blogspot.com.

                         Joyfully serving the Lord with you, 

 Jey’s Jottings  
Dear Friends,

 In the last Spire, my Jottings referred to 
the American Bible Society�s 2008 Daily 
Bible Reading Guide�s theme, �Let Your 
Light Shine.� A few days after writing this, 

Joan and I received our daughter Hope�s most recent blog. She and 
her sister, Heather, are on a year-long mission trip around the world 
and are presently in Asia.
 Hope entitled this entry �A Light in the Dark.� Here are some 
excerpts I�d like to share which I believe will touch your heart as 
they did mine:
  �Overwhelmed by this profound journey of faith, broken more 
times than I can count, humbled by Christ�s unrivaled and un-
conditional compassion for the entire world, and marveled by 
my expanding concept of Who/what God really is, I am emerging 
from the darkness stepping into His light, seeking Him (even 
though He�s been seeking me all along), and being transformed 
by the Advocate (The Holy Spirit)�
  �We spent our last day in India visiting the Mother Teresa sites 
in Kolkata (her tomb in the Mother House, her home for children, 
and her home for the sick and dying). After spending six long 
weeks traveling throughout this chaotic country, I felt especially 
moved by her obedience, her devotion and her perseverance 
in the midst of the darkness, poverty, sickness, starvation, �lth 
and hopelessness found in Kolkata and scattered throughout 
India... In fact, one of the many things that I learned from our 
visit at the Mother House was that [Mother Teresa] learned to 
embrace and love darkness because it drew her closer to God, 
closer to understanding Christ�s experience on Earth and His 
unfathomable passion of sacri�ce on the cross, and closer to 
piercing through the darkness of human suffering by sharing 
His light with the world. What a profound testimony of faith and 
hope! Like Gandhi�s �be the change you want to see in the world,� 
Mother Teresa�s life inspired me to be the light I want to see in 
the darkness of the world, to love as Christ loved us (even while 
surrounded by darkness), and to try not to let the �darkness� 
ever consume me, drag me down or distract me from seeing His 
�divine intent� in others...�
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Sr. Minister Jey Deifell

SUPER BELL XVI
Sunday, January 27  �  4:00 PM

 The �ve handbell choirs of First Church of Christ 
will present their sixteenth annual concert in the 
Meetinghouse at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 27. 
If you have never before experienced the glorious 
ensemble and individual ringing by these gifted 
musicians of all ages, plan now to attend. Many 
concertgoers come year after year, never wanting 
to miss this beautiful tintinnabulous event.
 Enjoy the Carol, Laudate, Campanella and Belles 
& Beaux Handbell Choirs, directed by David Spicer 
and Marty Bernardi, and the Kristal Bell Ringers di-
rected by Joan Hines. You will hear �ve octaves of 
English Whitechapel and American Malmark bells, 
three octaves of Petit & Fritsen bells from Holland, 
and three octaves of Malmark choir chimes.
 An offering will be received. A delightful recep-
tion will follow. Childcare is available for those up 
to age 8. For more details, please call the Ministry 
of Music and the Arts at 529-1575, ext. 209.

Posing in the Meetinghouse after last year’s Super Bell Concert are members of the Carol, 
Laudate, Campanella and Belles & Beaux Handbell Choirs.



SUNDAYS
•	 NEW FOR COUPLES � Love and Respect � Discover the single 

greatest secret to a successful marriage and reap the bene�ts! 
This 14-week DVD series is based on Dr. Emerson Eggerichs� 
bestseller. The class meets in the Morgan House on Sundays at 
9:15 a.m. (Note: no class on January 13.) The workbook costs 
$11/couple. For more information, call Luke & Michelle Adams 
at 721-1255.

•	 FOR PARENTS � Faithful Families continues for parents with 
young children or teens. Led by Matt Daly and Behn Sikora, the 
class is held at 9:15 a.m. in the Morgan House Birch Room.

•	 FOR ALL � The Upper Room Discourse (from the Gospel of 
John), led by Greg and Ellen Voth, is held at 9:15 a.m. in the 
Morgan House Chestnut Room, beginning January 20.

•	 FOR ALL � The Minor Prophets, led by Dr. Glenn Sunshine, con-
tinues to meet at 11:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room.

TUESDAYS
•	 NEW FOR WOMEN � A Woman’s Heart: God’s Dwelling Place 

— Vicki Huffman facilitates this 11-week Beth Moore Bible study, 
7:00�8:30 a.m. (beginning January 22) in the Youth Room. For 
more information or to sign up, please call 529-1575, ext. 208.

•	 NEW FOR MEN � The Dad in the Mirror � Learn what 
Christian fatherhood is and how to transfer Christ�s love to 
your children. This 12-week study is led by Chip Darius, Bob 
Papertsian and John Rascius, in the Worship Room, 7:00�
8:30 p.m. (beginning January 15). To register, email Bob at 
rjpapertsian@sbcglobal.net or call 529-1575, ext. 211. 

•	 MEN’S BIBLE STUDY � Christian Beliefs � Join us in the 
Fireside Room 6:45�8:00 a.m., for a 24-week study from 
InterVarsity Press. For more info, email Bob at rjpapertsian@
sbcglobal.net.

WEDNESDAYS
•	 ECUMENICAL BIBLE STUDY � What Does the Bible Say About 

Suffering? This study, led by Claire Agee, is held each week in the 
Morgan House, 9:30�11:00 a.m. For more info, call Claire, 529-3268.

•	FOR ALL � The Life 
Course is a study of the 
great Christian fundamen-
tals which foster a �rm, 
intelligent, and life-trans-
forming faith. Held in the 
Meetinghouse each week, 
6:30�8:00 p.m., it includes 
live worship, in-depth 
biblical teaching by our 
ministers, testimonies, 

	 videos, Spirit-led prayer, 
and group discussion. This 
is for anyone who would 
like to grow to a deeper 
maturity in faith and dis-
cipleship. (This class runs 
through January 30.)

ID Theft: Survival and Prevention
SPECIAL SEMINAR OFFERED

  Don�t let someone steal your good name! Identity theft is 
one of the fastest growing crimes in America. It occurs when 
someone else uses your personally identifying information, 
without your knowledge or permission, to commit fraudulent 
or even criminal acts in your name, leaving you responsible for 
the consequences. Considering the increasing sophistication 
and organization of identity thieves and the fact that only one 
in 700 ever get caught or prosecuted, identity theft simply can-
not be stopped.
 Fortunately, there are steps you can take to greatly reduce 
your chances of becoming an identity-theft victim. Learn these 
steps and more, from an experienced investigator who is con-
sidered an expert on identity theft. Detective Nick Sabetta, of 
the Connecticut State Police � Of�ce of Counter Terrorism, will 
provide valuable information on how you can safeguard your 
information and what necessary action to take, should you 
become a victim of identity theft.

 The seminar will be offered twice in Keith Jones Hall; 
choose the date/time that�s best for you:

	 Thursday, January 17	 Tuesday, January 22
	 2:00�3:30 p.m.	 7:00�8:30 p.m.

This is essential information that everyone can use.

Weekly Winter Classes and Bible Studies
THURSDAYS

•	 FOR WOMEN � Book of Proverbs — This Bible study, led by 
Janice Johnson and Faye Smith, provides readers with wisdom 
and skills for living. Anyone desiring to live the �good life� in 
religious, moral and practical terms will pro�t from reading this 
Book. Join us in the Church Library, 9:30�11:00 a.m.  

•	 NEW / FOR ALL � The Truth Project � Look at life from a 
biblical perspective. This in-depth DVD-based curriculum is 
comprised of 13 lessons taught by Dr. Del Tackett. Each lesson 
discusses the relevance and importance of living the Christian 
worldview in daily life. Led by John Cook, Brian Durso and Jon 
Vining, the class meets in the Church Parlor, 7:00�9:00 p.m., be-
ginning January 24. For more info or to register, call 712-9664.

•	 TIME MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES � Learn to manage your 
time so you can be more productive and live a happier, more 
prosperous life. Led by Anton Hertle, the class will be held on 
January 17 and 24, in the Fireside Room, 7:00�8:30 p.m. 

•	 SHARING YOUR FAITH: THE BASICS � This class is designed 
for people who want to make sharing their faith with non-be-
lievers easier. Leader Anton Hertle will offer a collection of tips 
and techniques to help you overcome the most common issues 
with sharing your faith. This class will be held in the Fireside 
Room on January 31 and February 7, 7:00�8:30 p.m. 

FRIDAYS
•	 NEW FOR WOMEN � A Woman’s Heart: God’s Dwelling Place 

— Vicki Huffman facilitates this 11-week Beth Moore Bible 
study, 7:00�8:30 a.m. (beginning January 15) in the Worship 
Room. For more info or to sign up, call 529-1575, ext. 208.
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One of the most important foundations in the life of women is a sense of community. Knowing 
that friends care for you, pray for your needs, and love you in the different circumstances of life 

is a crucial aspect of feeling secure and happy. The Bible af�rms the importance of biblical 
community. In Acts 2:42, we read: �They [the believers] devoted themselves to... teaching and to 

the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.� Mutual devotion, fellowship, teaching, 
hanging out around a meal, and heart-felt compassionate prayer comprise some of the 

bedrock facets of a true Christian community. Which is why Women�s Ministries is launching 
a new focus surrounding these core values. Our �rst effort toward increasing

this kind of community in our midst is Sisters Celebrate Sisters.

What Is It?
     This is a four-week commitment to pray for one other woman in the church. You will also send weekly notes of encouragement anonymously. 
At the end of the four weeks, we will all get together, on March 2, for a luncheon (complete with chocolate), where we �nd out who our special 
sister is! (The luncheon is free but donations are welcome.)

How It Works
 Beginning January 13, you may pick up a form, which is easy to �ll out, indicating you would like to participate in Sisters Celebrate Sisters. The 
deadline for the return of these forms is January 27. We will assign a secret sister to you. You will also be given a sister of your own who will 
pray for you. We will mail you appropriate information so that you can start praying on the week of February 3. Once a week for four weeks, 
you�ll also send your sister an encouraging card, or written prayer, or bookmark, or anything else you feel led to do.
  On March 2, we will reveal our secret identities during lunch, and share some of our experiences while fellowshiping with one another.

We hope many of you will participate and experience a deeper connection with other women in our family of faith.
For more information, please contact Arlene Eriksen at 529-1575, ext. 211.

C E L E B R A TE
Sisters

Sisters 

HOLY LAND TOUR
 The 15th annual Gordon College Holy Land Tour, which had to be cancelled a few years ago to the 
disappointment of many First Church people, has been reinstated!
 The 12-day tour will leave Boston on Sunday, May 25 and return on Friday, June 6. It will be led by 
Dr. Roger Green, professor of Theological and Biblical Studies, who has made many trips to Israel. 
Most of the local guides and facilities of previous tours have already been engaged by Gordon.
  A maximum of 40 people (one bus capacity) will be accommodated. A number of First Church 

people (including Jey and Joan Deifell) have already made reservations. And we have requested 
a temporary block of 30 seats for First Church people.

 Included in the arrangements will be a Saturday lecture and preparation seminar at First Church by Dr. Green (on a date to 
be announced). Full details of the tour can be seen at www.gordon.college.edu/holylandpilgrimage or you may send an email to: 
alumni.office@gordon.edu. Reservations can be made only through the Gordon College alumni office by calling (978) 867-4238 and 
asking to be included in the First Church group. 

Local contacts for information: Judy Franzen (860) 563-4590, and Alan Johnson (413) 562-9185.  

SAVE THESE 2 DATES: Our annual P.F. Night will be held on February 10, and will include dinner and 
fun by P.F. and mission participants. Our annual Silent Auction/Talent Show will be held on March 29�look for sign-up sheets in the 
Wells Fellowship Area and for more details in future publications. Both of these events are fundraisers for our summer mission trips.

Plans are underway for 

TWO SUMMER MIssIoN TRIPs
Maine: This summer we will be sending a team of youth (age 13 and up) to Machias, Maine 
to join others in a week of service with the Group Workcamps Foundation. Our team will be serving people 
in the community of Machias for the week of July 6�12. If you are interested in joining this team, contact 
Todd Willard for more information: toddw@�rstchurch.org / (860) 529-1575. You can also learn about this 
organization by visiting www.Groupworkcamps.com.  

Dominican Republic: Members of First Church will once again be going with First Baptist 
Church of Wallingford on an intergenerational short-term mission trip to La Ramona, Dominican Republic, 
during the week of July 4�12. We will be doing hospital construction work, evangelism and medical clinics in the 
bateys (sugar cane �elds). A First Church informational meeting will be held on Sunday, January 20 at 12:30  p.m. 
in Room M-7. For more info contact Dana Crompton at 635-1530 or dcrompton@sbcglobal.net.
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GIVE ME INTEGRITY
'2007, Benjamin W. Darius

Who am I inside? 
Who is there hiding?
My face is all a lie.

Can�t you see I�m acting? 
I�m drowning in my pride,
I�m trying to do this thing.

I say �I am doing �ne,�
But sin is all I think.

Bridge:

Lord, My strength is gone, I am spent.
Holy Spirit, would You dare

to make the mend...

Chorus:

Make me whole again,
Weld me into You.

I want to be something,
something right and true.

(Now) tear away my sin suit,
I want to bear new fruit.

Don�t let my path before You bend,
I want to be Your friend...

Give me integrity.

Blessings Continue from Men’s Advance
 It has been three months since 130 men and youth spent a memorable—and in a 
number of cases, life-changing—weekend in New Hampshire during the Annual Men’s 
Advance. Since our return, a number of covenant accountability groups have been 
formed. These weekends are always powerful but this past Advance took our men to a 
higher level because of the conference topic and our speaker, Rod Handley, who heads 
Character That Counts, which is a national men’s ministry organization.
 Below is the þrst page of Rodõs winter edition of the national newsletter he sends 
out. We should all be very proud of Ben Darius and First Church. I hope you all are as 
moved as I was.	 — Bob Papertsian, Coordinator of Men’s Ministries

Give Me Integrity
(Rod Handley, Founder and President, Character that Counts)

Almost every week, I have the privilege of standing before men, women and 
teenagers, sharing the importance of �character, integrity and accountability.� 
Each group creates another mental snapshot for me as I watch individuals re-
spond favorably to our message. Yet this fall I had an experience I will never for-
get... one which left an indelible imprint on me and all who were in attendance. 
The setting was a Men�s Advance in Swanzey, New Hampshire, for First Church of 
Christ (Wethers�eld, CT) with over 130 men, including about a dozen teenagers. 
After our intitial session on Friday night, one of the adults was concerned that the 
teens were restless and perhaps the messages were too mature for them. I did my 
best to make the message meaningful for all ages, and for the remainder of the 
weekend we watched the teenagers, praying they would be impacted. The teens 
were respectful, but many of them still seemed indifferent to the topic.

Following the �nal session Sunday morning, the entire group participated in an 
�open mic� forum where the men were invited to come up and share about the im-
pact of the weekend. During the next 30 minutes, a steady stream of men shared 
victories, struggles, joys and tears. It was an awesome time. Finally, I announced 
that we had time for just one more speaker. As this gentleman made his remarks, 
I noticed one of the teenagers get out of his seat and make his way to the stage. 
Given the uncertainty of the impact our weekend had had on the young folks, I 
didn�t want to stop this teenager, so I encouraged him to take the microphone. He 
told us his name was Ben and that although he had not been tremendously vocal 
during the sessions, God had been working in his heart throughout the weekend. 
He had written a song which he wanted to share with the group. As Ben �nished 
sharing his lyrics (at right), the room erupted into a standing ovation.  

Later I learned from Ben that he had never written a song before and that the 
lyrics came to him during the sessions. He had recruited a few of his teenage 
friends to help him put the lyrics to music, and as they say, the rest is history. 
Their dads had no idea about the development of the song until they sang it live. 
What a perfect ending to the Men�s Advance!

As we begin a new year, my prayer for you is that like Ben Darius, you would �nd the 
song in your heart and bring it to life to glorify God. Literally or �guratively speaking, 
we each have �lyrics� waiting to be written; we must have the courage to let them out.	

16-year-old Ben Darius

PRIME TIMERS (Formerly Called “Seniors”) 
Potluck Luncheon � Wednesday, January 16
All Prime Timers are invited to a potluck luncheon at the church on 

Wednesday, January 16. This is a wonderful opportunity for fellowship with 

your First Church friends. The Seniors Ministry presents these luncheons 

just four times per year�so please join us! 

We�ll gather in Keith Jones Hall at 12:30 p.m. After we eat, we�ll hear an informative presentation from a 

representative of the United States Marshals Service. For more information and to RSVP, please call Roger 

or Ruth Beck at 529-4605, and let them know you�re coming and what dish you will bring to share.
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SPIRE DEADLINES
Issue #11: Friday, January 11 
(Coverage: Jan. 26 � Feb. 8).

Issue #12: Friday, January 25 (Coverage: February 9�22).

Send church news & photos to Laurie Hart: (Laurieh@�rstchurch.org / 529-1575)

Women’s Retreat – The �fteenth annual First Church Women�s 
Retreat will be held April 4-6 at the beautiful and luxurious Farmington 
Marriott. Our keynote speaker will be Neely Towe, Senior Minister 
Emeritus at Stanwich Congregational Church in Greenwich, which expe-
rienced explosive growth under her teaching. Nealy will be speaking on 
Becoming A Woman of Excellence and what excellence really means to God. 
Ladies, start planning ahead: this retreat is going to be �excellent�! For 
more info call Arlene Eriksen at 529-1575, ext. 211.

Moms In Touch – Are you interested in prayer 
support for your children and their schools? Find our what 
Moms In Touch is about. Meetings take place in most 
towns. If you are a mom in Glastonbury, we have interest 
to start a small group there. For more information, call 
Suzanne Edgaro, 721-8303, or Betty Standish, 563-1341.

Willow Creek: A PowerPoint presentation 
of the inspiring 45-minute DVD composite of the Small 
Groups Conference at Willow Creek will be shown on 
Sunday, January 13, at 9:15 a.m. in the Worship Room. 
All leaders are invited to attend. For more info call Judy 
Franzen, 563-4590, or Michael McDowell, 529-1575.

FAMILY
MOVIE DAY
Join your First Church 
family on Saturday, 
January 19, at 10:00 a.m., 
to view the new Veggie 
Tales movie, The Pirates 
Who Don’t Do Anything. 
We�ve reserved a theater 
at Showcase Cinemas, 
Buckland Hills, 99 Red 
Stone Rd., in Manchester.  
The cost is $7 per person 
(that is the group rate). 
Tickets may be purchased 
in the Wells Area on 
Sunday morning, January 
13, or at the reception 
desk. Invite a friend to 
come along! For more 
information on the movie, 
go to this website:
www.veggiepirates.com.

Karaoke 
Night
at Singles
Friday, January 25 
AFFIRM Singles (Adult, Friday, 
Fellowship, Inspiration & Relational 
Ministry) provides opportunities for 
single adults to meet together in a 
welcoming and accepting environment
for fun, fellowship, spiritual growth, learning and service. A variety of pro-
grams are planned including worship, talks followed by small-group discus-
sion and evenings featuring music and fun. Single adults from all over New 
England come to First Church on Friday nights. Come enjoy fellowship with 
other Christian singles. 

On Friday, January 25, back by popular demand, we�ll have a Karaoke 
Night! Come show off your singing talent (or lack there of) and have fun! 
Feel free to bring your favorite Karaoke CD-G, Karaoke DVD or CD track, or 
choose from DJ Les� collection. Meet in Keith Jones Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Details about the Singles Ministry at First Church can be found in the 
AFFIRM Singles newsletter, or visit their page on our website: www.
�rstchurch.org/singles. Meetings are held on Friday nights at 7:00 p.m.

Book of Life
BORN

Maren Judith Daly,
daughter of Matthew and Kristen Daly

December 12, 2007

Giovanni Rafala,
son of  Salvatore and Jessica (Wood)

December 25, 2007

Liam Eric Ferguson,
son of Robert and Molly (Horan) Ferguson

December 27, 2007

ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE
John Christopher Zito, December 6, 2007

First Church unites in an expression
of heartfelt sympathy to the family.

Membership InQuiry Class
Sunday, January 13 (10:30 a.m. � 3:30 p.m.)

Our Membership Inquiry Class offers informative and 
inspirational answers having to do wtih faith, worship, 

congregational life, vision and membership. It is 
open to all members as well as to those inquiring 

about membership, or merely interested in �nding 
out about our church�s beliefs and practices.

Associate Minister Tessa Afshar leads this 
class, but you will also have an opportunity 
to meet Senior Minister Jey Deifell, Associate 

Minister Mmichael McDowell, Associate Minister Persh Parker, and Servant 
Leadership Team members Joan Deifell, Vicki Huffman and Todd Willard. 

Lunch and childcare are provided. If you are interested, please register by 
calling Betty Trani at 529-1575, ext. 212.
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