
Good Friday Service
   March 21 • 2:00 PM

Be in God’s House in
observance of Jesus’ final

moments on the Cross.
There will be an opportunity

to place your concerns “at the foot of the Cross.” The service 
is held in the Meetinghouse from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m., with 
meditation by Pastor Michael McDowell. All are welcome. 
Childcare is provided. 

Family Easter Celebration
Saturday, March 22, 3:00–5:00 PM

Join us in Keith Jones Hall to color eggs, hunt for 
eggs and enjoy a puppet show and make a craft. 

Please sign up on the poster 
in the Wells Area and bring your 
own hard-boiled eggs to color—
we’ll supply the rest! 
Cost: $4/person; $12/family.

Easter Worship
SUNdAY, MARCH 23

 Experience one of four glorious, 
music-ýlled Easter services, held in our 

beautifully decorated Meetinghouse:

7:30 AM § 9:00 AM § 10:30 AM § 12 NOON
An inspiring message will be given at each service by 

Senior Minister Jey Deifell, entitled “Easter If’s”

WIND Contemporary Service: 12 NOON
(Jey Deifell’s message, “Easter If’s,” will be simulcast)

Plan to come early as it can get crowded and please 
study the parking map insert to see parking options
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Holy Week Begins
with Palm Sunday, March 16

Services are held at regular times 
and it’s also Family Sunday.

Please see back page for details.

The Passion of the Christ
Movie Showing: Wednesday, March 19 • 7:00 PM

Senior Minister Jey Deifell will host a free viewing of the 
movie, The Passion of the Christ, in the Worship/Fireside 
Rooms at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are not necessary; just come and 
invite a friend. Parental discretion is strongly advised, 
based on the content of the movie. 

[Note: No us supper or kids’ clubs on this night]

Maundy Thursday Service
March 20 • 7:00 PM

This meaningful service is held in the Meet-
inghouse and includes Holy Communion, 
a meditation by Pastor Persh Parker, and 
Tenebrae (dimming of the lights). All are 
welcome. Childcare is provided.

Easter Breakfast, (hosted by Pastor Mike), will be served 
in the Fireside Room at 6:30 a.m. on Sunday, March 23. Sign 
up in the Friendship Register or call Arlene at 529-1575, ext. 
211. Cost: $4/person; children age 
5 & under eat free; family/$10. 
Volunteers are needed to make 
Monkey Bread, and to help serve 
and clean-up. If available, call Arlene.

Twenty-Second Annual

Good Friday Memorial Concert
Friday, March 21 ¶ 7:00 PM

John Rutter’s Requiem, Gabriel Faure’s Messe Basse
and John Tavener’s Song for Athene

presented by
The First Church Choir, Cantata Singers,

Pilgrim Youth Choir, a Festival Orchestra and
the Farmington High School Oriana Singers

(See back page for details)

Easter Sunrise Service
Come worship up on the hill in 
the cemetery, at 6:00 a.m. 
The service will be led by
Youth Director Todd Willard 
and the First Church Brass 
Ensemble will provide music. 
What a glorious way to start 
this significant day!



Come Have a Fun Night Out
and Support our Summer Mission Teams

at the Same Time!
Third ANNUaL First ChUrch

Talent Show and
Silent Auction

ON SAtUrdAY NiGht, 
MArch 29, all are invited 
to a very entertaining 
evening at First Church. 
Many valuable and di-
verse items will be up 
for bid and you’ll get to see 
some of your friends from church 
perform at the Talent Show. One hun-
dred percent of the proceeds from this event will help support 
our church’s summer mission trip participants. This event was 
so popular last year that over 350 items were donated for the 
auction and $13,000 was raised! Many came out to join in the 
fun! This year, pizza will be sold, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

The doors opeN At 5:00 pm for viewing and bidding 
on auction items. We are still looking for donations. Last 

year, people donated a variety of 
valuable things such as paintings, 
furniture, jewelry, antiques, DVDs, 
restaurant certificates and a variety 
of gift baskets. They also donated 
their time for the auction, by offer-
ing such services as babysitting, 
yard work, cooking, baking and 

home repair work. Some even donated overnight getaways 
and boating excursions! If you have anything to contribute 
to this year’s auction, sign up in the Wells Area or contact 
Penny Crompton at 635-1530 or dcrompton@sbcglobal.
net. Small items may be left with the receptionist or Carol 
Willard during the week. No “tag sale” items, please.

The TAleNt Show will beGiN At 7:00 pm in the Meet-
inghouse. During intermission, we will have a final opportu-
nity to bid on auction items. Then, following the second part 
of the Talent Show, people may take home (and pay for) 
any items they won. If you’d like to participate in the Talent 
Show, please call Penny Crompton at 635-1530 or sign up 
on the poster in the Wells Area (by March 25). 

TicKets Are AvAilAble in the Wells Area on Sunday 
mornings, and from the receptionist (and Carol Willard) dur-
ing the week. Suggested donation is $8/person in advance 
($20/family maximum) or $10 the night of the show ($25/
family max).   

PlAN Now to be A pArt of this fUN eveNt!  Wheth-
er you participate in the Talent Show, donate an item for the 
Auction or simply come to enjoy some entertainment, you 
will be helping to support our youth and families who are 
going on mission trips. 

Jey’s Jottings   
Dear Friends,
  If you follow Oprah Winfrey, the un-
disputed queen of daytime television, 
you are already aware of her New Age 
perspective. Taking her advice would 

probably lead to skipping Holy Week and Easter altogether. This 
would be especially true for anyone who is listening to her XM 
Satellite Radio program, A Course in Miracles, which began 
January 1 of this year.
  This course teaches that we are to rethink everything that 
we believe about God and life. The course workbook bluntly 
states: “This is a course in mind training” and is dedicated 
to “thought reversal.” Oprah’s longtime friend, Marianne Wil-
liamson, who also happens to be one of today’s premier New 
Age leaders, designed and teaches this course. She and Neale 
Donald Walsch co-founded the American Renaissance Alliance 
in 1997 (now called the Peace Alliance) and consider themselves 
advocates of “Civil Rights Movement for the Soul.”
  A Course in Miracles, according to Oprah and Marianne, is a 
new revelation from Jesus to help humanity work through these 
troubled times. It has no doctrinal resemblance to the Bible’s 
Jesus Christ. Here are some quotes from this course:

“God is in everything I see.”
“My salvation comes from me.”
“There is no sin.”
“A slain Christ has no meaning.”
“The journey to the cross should be the last ‘useless’ journey.”
“Do not make the pathetic error of ‘clinging to the Old Rugged 
Cross.’”
“The Name of Jesus Christ as such is but a symbol… it is a 
symbol that is safely used as a replacement for the many names 
of all the gods to which you pray.”
“The recognition of God is the recognition of yourself.”
“The Atonement is the final lesson man need learn, for it teaches 
him that never having sinned he has no need of salvation.”

  If you or your friends are following Oprah Winfrey and the New 
Age “Christ” of A Course in Miracles, that is your prerogative. 
But be warned this is not following the same Jesus Christ 
as revealed in the Bible.
Another reason I am bringing this to your attention in this issue 
of The Spire is because the Bible says:

“We must no longer be children, tossed to and 
fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, 
by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in de-
ceitful scheming. But speaking the Truth in 
love, we must grow up in every way unto Him 
Who is the Head, into Christ” (Eph. 4:14-15).

Most importantly, we must hear and believe what Jesus said:
“I am the resurrection and the life; those who 
believe in Me, even though they die, will live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in Me will 
never die” (John 11:25-26).

Friends, I know you will want to join me and invite others to cel-
ebrate Holy Week and Easter with Jesus: The Christ, The Way, 
The Truth and The Life. Hallelujah!

          Joyfully and gratefully serving the Lord with you,  
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Senior Minister 
Jey Deifell

Proceeds from this event will help enable approxi-
mately 40 First Church members to go on this sum-
merôs group work camp / mission trips to Machias, 
Maine, and La Romana in the Dominican Republic.



Prime Timers (Seniors) Luncheon: April 2 
HEAR ABOUT THE AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE
 All Prime Timers (formerly known as “Seniors”) are invited to join us on WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, at 
12:30 p.m. in Keith Jones Hall, for a Potluck Luncheon and a visit from Allen Pitts, an active radio amateur 
who serves as Media & Public Relations Manager of the American Radio Relay League. Pitts came to the 
ARRL after a three-year stint as executive director of The Box Project Inc.—a national, member-based 
charity which matches volunteers with families needing help. Previously, he directed a multi-program human
services agency that, among other things, was responsible for emergency shelters, transitional living, a court alternative sanctions program, 
emergency food services and an AIDS respite program. A radio amateur since 1999, Pitts holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of South 
Carolina and a master’s degree from the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. He has served congregations in Kansas and Connecticut.
 Come hear this informative talk and enjoy fellowship with your friends at church. For reservations, please call Ruth Beck, 529-4605 (by the 
Monday before), to let her know what dish you will bring to share.

The Fight for Our Families & Beliefs
SPECIAL FORUM • MONDAY, APRIL 7

With Peter Wolfgang, Executive Director, Family Institute of CT
ALL ARE INVITED to a special forum at First Church on Monday night, April 7. Join us in Keith Jones Hall, 6:30–
8:30 p.m., for fellowship, food (pizza, soda, dessert), praise and worship led by the WIND Worship Team, plus a 
presentation by special guest speaker Peter Wolfgang, Executive Director of the Family Institute of Connecticut. 
The Family Institute’s mission is to encourage and strengthen the family as the foundation of society and to promote 
sound, ethical and moral values in our culture and government. Peter’s talk will focus on the 2008 session of 
the Connecticut General Assembly and the proposed anti-family lobbyist attacks on faith and family.  Peter 
will share what the Family Institute of CT is doing to counter these attacks. Sponsored by Men’s Ministries, 
this event is open to women as well. Childcare will be provided. Seating is limited so it is advisable to purchase 
your tickets in advance ($5 until April 6; $8 at the door). Tickets are available in the Wells Area on Sunday or in 
the church ofý ce during the week (from Arlene). For more info contact Bob Papertsian at 257-7566.

Book of
Life

 ENTERED ETERNAL LIFE
Lois (Duke) Shefþ er

February 10, 2008
Charlotte (Wickstrand) 

Noble
February 28, 2008

BORN
Coleman Joseph Lee,

son of R. Bryce and
Laurie Dean Lee

February 19, 2008

Committee Formed 
to Recommend New Senior Minister by 2009 

 The Church Board has approved a 13-member Search Committee to interview candidates 
for the Senior Minister’s position and recommend a choice to the congregation by early next 
year. Named to lead the committee as chairman is former Board of Deacons Chairman 
Mark Charette.

 The historic process for ý nding the 27th senior minister of our 373-year-old church was set in motion by the announcement of 
Senior Minister Jey Deifell that he will end his ministry at First Church of Christ following Easter Sunday 2009. 
 The committee members were selected from among more than 125 names submitted by deacons, board members, past presidents 
and church staff. After eight weeks, the new Search Committee is ready to convene on Sunday, March 16. 

Members of the Search Committee are: Mark Charette (chairman), Heather Begina, Natalie Burns, Ro Cherry, Bill Dean, 
Susan Giliberto, John Madigan, Ralph Mattson, Helga Phillips, John Rascius, Joyce Senn, Paula Vining and Betty Woodward.

 Church Board President Burt Johnson calls on the church leadership and all members to uphold the committee and its members 
in prayer as they now undertake this awesome responsibility. Burt said he is pleased that those invited to serve eagerly accepted the 
duty. “This is no ordinary search,” the Board said to the Search Committee. “Rather, it is a search for God’s chosen leader who will lead this 
congregation into previously uncharted areas of growth and outreach. God has blessed First Church with abundance in the past, but the Board 
believes that God will use this new minister to open, even wider, the þ oodgates to Godôs richest blessings.ò 
 The search process is being guided by carefully kept records of the search committee that led to the hiring of Pastor Jey nearly twelve years 
ago. The new committee includes some members who have experience in that pastoral search process and in the hiring of other key First 
Church clergy and staff.
 The committee is charged with seeking a senior minister committed to the Core Value Priorities compiled by the Servant Leadership Team 
and endorsed by the Church Board last month in response to the ý ndings of the Long-Range Planning 
Committee and Vision New England’s survey and focus groups. Those include discipleship for all members, 
relational evangelism, excellence in traditional and contemporary worship, increased community outreach, 
leadership development, stewardship and a strong spiritual discipline of individual and group prayer.
 Pastor Jey referred to these Core Value Priorities in his letter of resignation: “We sense that First Church 
is truly at the threshold of new opportunities. Without hesitation, we must move forward in faith and seize 
the moment. As we do, God will use First Church in powerful and yet unseen ways for His glory.” 



Easter Flowers 
and Memorial  Donations
Our Church is beautifully decorated with flowers 
on Easter Sunday, due to the generosity of the congregation. 
You may add to the joy of the Easter celebration by making 
a Memorial Contribution to the floral decorations, or you may 
make an Easter donation to the Memorial Fund. 
Suggested donation: $25.

This completed form and check (payable to “First Church of 
Christ”) should reach the Church Finance Office no later than 
Monday, March 17.

In consideration of those who have serious allergies to live 
lilies, our church will be decorated with an assortment of other 
beautiful flowers this Easter.

Please check one:      Æ  Flowers      Æ  Fund

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY. 
THis inFOrMatiOn Will appear in tHe BUlletin

In loving memory of:_ _____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Given by:_______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Your Phone Number (in case of any questions):_________________________

Would you Be an Angel? 
Volunteers are needed on Monday, March 24, 
to deliver the Easter plants to homebound 

and bereaved members and friends.
If you are willing to help, please sign
up in the Friendship Register, noting 
“Angel” after your name and include

  your telephone number. Come to the 
church between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon 

that day (reminder calls will not be made) to
receive assignments for delivery of two or three plants. (If you 
would like to be an Angel but cannot deliver the plants that 
morning, indicate this in the Friendship Register. Your plants 
and assignments will be waiting for you in the Wells Area or 
the Connector. There are always a few Angels who make their 
calls after work on the next day.) For more information, call 
Janet vonWodtke at 659-2638.

Childcare Help Needed 
During Holy Week

Please help our parents of young children (age 5 and younger) 
be able to worship on Maundy Thursday (March  20, 7:00 p.m.), 
Good Friday (March 21, 2:00 p.m.), 
and / or Easter Sunday. 
Please contact Marcia McCann at 529-1575, 
ext. 208,  if you can volunteer at any of 
these services and to find out what time 
you should be there. Please consider wor-
shiping at one service on Easter Sunday 
and staying for a second to help out.

PARKING OPTIONS — During holiday seasons, parking spots at First Church may seem 
limited due to extra visitors. Please look at this map and see that, in addition to our church 
parking lot, convenient parking is available in the large lot behind the Keeney Center, as well 
as the individual parking spaces on Main Street, Church Street and Hartford Avenue. 
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