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�  January ~ Monica Pritchett  
"Sharing His Light" - the new vision for Messiah. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Pastor Borkenhagen –  
"Sharing His Light" means to Messiah:   
"First, we declare the truth of God's Good News.  
We teach the Bible straight up and we teach that the 
Gospel of forgiveness through grace won on the 
cross as the center of it all.  Second, we share the 
light by caring.  When people become part of 
Messiah or touch it we want them to feel cared for, 
positive, etc.  Finally, we share the light by bearing 
Christ out beyond our walls.  We are committed to 
being salt and light in the world, both through 
words and actions, letting people know and 
experience Christ's love.  
 

�  February ~ Josh Illian  
Modern Parables 
It is 6 of Jesus' parables, each recreated in a short 
film. Each parable is going to span two Sundays.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first Sunday we will watch a film depicting the 
parable, and discuss it.  On the second Sunday, we 
will watch the follow-up which focuses on how the 
parable applies to us. 
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The annual planning meeting will be on Sunday 
January 31st from 5-7 pm at the church. Babysitting 
will be provided and we will have a pizza dinner. 
(NFL bye week) 
 
The classes after Modern Parables will be 
determined in the planning meeting along with our 
social events for the year.  
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Darin and Dawn Johnson 
Lydia Ruth Johnson 
7lbs, 14 oz and 20 inches 
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Quarterly Newsletter 
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Congratulations to the following children, who 
participated in Footprints of Faith for 3rd graders 
this past Reformation Sunday, October 25th, 2009.  
 
Josie Myers 
daughter of Ken and Amy Myers 
 
Hallie Vogler 
daughter of Blake and Sara Vogler 
 
Aubrey Bosse 
daughter of Chris and Karen Bosse 
 
Alexandra Brownlee 
daughter of John and Rachel Brownlee 
�
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taken from Messiah Lutheran Church bulletin ~ March 2, 2008 
 
Throughout our lives, humans continually take steps to learn new skills, explore new areas, and experience new 
adventures. The same is true in our faith life. Discipleship isn’t ingrained at birth, or completed by confirmation. Instead, 
just as infants grow into children, then adolescents, and then adults, our faith grows in stages through the steps we take.  
 
The Footsteps of faith series is a new program for Messiah beginning in the area of Children’s Ministry, and reaching into 
the area of Youth Ministry. We are going to take time during worship to recognize some of the milestones along the 
journey of faith growth. Our church traditionally celebrates parents and sponsors make promises on behalf of the children 
to support and encourage a life of faith through specific responsibilities. 
 
The first step that the child takes by themselves is to join Sunday School. Around age 3 children begin to absorb the 
meaning of bible stories and lessons beyond the basic routine of music, stories, and crafts. Parents are still leading the 
way in this step as children can’t drive themselves to class each week.  
 
The next step of independence is putting God’s Word into the hands of our children. As children learn to read, they take 
another step learning by doing individual Bible study in addition to studying with others. On Rally Day in June, we will 
be presenting Bibles to children who are going into second grade in the fall. 
 
In October, near Reformation, we will celebrate learning what it means to be a Lutheran by presenting Luther’s Small 
Catechism to each of the children in the third grade. In this book of questions and answers, children have a great resource 
to help them with their own questions. 
 
As faith develops and children grow up, they transition out of children’s Ministry in to Youth Ministry. This doesn’t 
mean they have nr more footsteps ahead. In fact, the steps are more self-directed, and our youth begin to understand 
personal faith. As the 5th-7th graders head off to confirmation camp, we will celebrate that footstep the Sunday before they 
leave. 
 
At the end of 7th grade, our youth have completed confirmation instruction. We celebrate their declaration of faith with 
the confirmands, their families and the congregation of Messiah as we welcome them into full membership of the church.  
 
All the previously mentioned footsteps take place in the supportive environment of the church family. When our youth 
graduate from High School, many step outside our community, and nurturing faith is solely their responsibility. We 
celebrate with them their transition into society, and pray that their footsteps will continue to be on the path toward 
heaven.  
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Home Towns 
We both are from Plano and graduated from Plano Senior High 
School. 
 
How we met 
We met in 10th grade chemistry class at Vines High School. 
 
First date 
I asked him out!  We went to Six Flags Holiday in the Park over 
our Christmas break (My mom drove us in her station wagon.)  
This Dec. 18th actually marks the 20th anniversary of that. 
 
 

Married on 
July 20, 1996 at Messiah Lutheran Church in Plano, TX. 
 
Children 
We have two.  Ashley is in 1st grade and will be 7 in February.  Brandon is 3 ½. 
 
Funny Story  
When Andy proposed, he had a friend of mine deliver the ring to Lubbock concealed in a box of Rice 
Kripies Treats his mom had made as a “care” package.  However, my friend was unaware of the precious 
cargo he was carrying and arrived 5 hours late.  Andy was frantic over the arrival of these Rice Krispies 
Treats and I just couldn’t figure out why.  Later that evening, we went out to a casino party on campus, but 
Andy was so nervous he practically ignored me the whole evening.  Finally, when it was over, Andy 
suggested we go for a walk at nearby park.  We sat down at a picnic table, but were chased away by 
sprinklers and rowdy teenagers.  We moved to the other side of the little pond, where two people were 
illegally canoeing, to the playground.  After struggling to open the little box, Andy finally popped the 
question. 
 
Fun things about us 
We both bowled on the Texas Tech Bowling Team. 
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Darin recently shared the following blog post with 
me, and with the birth of our second daughter it was 
perfect timing. I was reminded of the responsibility 
God has entrusted to us as parents. The article 
encouraged me and I wanted to share it with you. 
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 Many of you are here as parents of little ones and, in some cases, many little ones. For you, the worship of 
the Lord is a far more arduous task that it is for the rest of us. All of us are engaged in the work of 
worshipping the Lord, but you are carrying young ones in your arms as you perform the same labor that we 
do. 

The work includes great things, like keeping everyone in fellowship throughout the whole service, and trivial 
things, like finding your place in the psalter. The work is daunting, and it is sometimes easy to forget why 
you are doing it. There are three things for you to keep in mind as you continue 

The first is that while you sometimes need to be reminded why you are doing this, God knows exactly why 
you are doing it. Do not grow weary in doing good. God sees, and your labor in the Lord will bear good 
fruit. Your labor is before the Lord—He sees, and He rejoices. When you need to be reminded, there is one 
who can always remind you. You are here with your little ones because God calls you to worship Him 
together with all the children He has given you. 

This means, secondly, that God receives, as true worship, every distracted shush, every spilled cup of wine, 
every dropped hymnal, and every time you have to take your child out to have a little word with him. You 
are not taken away from true worship by these things, but farther into true worship than most of are 
privileged to go. If Christian discipleship consists of "my life for yours," what is worshiping with four to 
seven little ones? 

Third, do not think of this time as the time of distraction, but rather as a time of fruitful planting, and trust 
God to be kind. He will bestow a time of fruitful harvest. The sun is hot and the soil is hard—but it will all 
come back to you, thirty, sixty and a hundred fold. 

Posted by Douglas Wilson - 11/7/2009 4:42:55 PM 
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�Megan recently acquired the title: Licensed 
Professional Counselor – Intern. She will be 
working part time for Therapy on the Square in 
McKinney, which also has locations in Plano and 
Dallas. �
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Josh Illian  
Darin Johnson  
Matt Spieler 
Congratulations on your appointment as elders. 
Please keep all our elders and their families in your 
prayers as they serve in this special ministry. 
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A big thank you and our appreciation to the 
following class members who are currently 
volunteering in the children’s Sunday School 
program.  
 
2 years 
Kristi Unger & Suzie Gnade 
 
1st grade 
Erin Illian 
 
5th grade 
David & Liese Semans 
 
8th grade 
Christina Pierce 
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