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Messiah Lutheran Lambs

1801 West Plano Parkway
Plano, Texas 75075
Phone: (972)398-7560 Fax: (972)398-7598
www.messiahlutheran.com
Director — Gail Winningham
Office Assistants — Linda Roberge and Bettina Booth

Upcoming Dates:

January 1 — Tuition Due
No School January 1-4 — Christmas Break Continues
Tuesday, January"s- School Resumes
No School Monday, January 18 — Martin Luther King Day
No School Friday, January 28 — Teacher Early Childhood Conference in Austin




Bad Weather /School Closings:

Messiah Lambs follows the Richardson
and Plano School Districts. If either
school district is closed, we will be closed
as well. If either of the school districts
have a delayed opening, we will have a
delayed opening. Please follow the
major television networks for school
closing information during bad weather
days.

Director’s Notes
Mrs. Gail Winningham

Happy New Year to each of you! Thank you for
all the many Christmas blessings we received
from all of you. As we look forward to the year
2010 we also need to look ahead to the coming
school year. We will start registration for the

2010-2011 school year on January 19 for the
current Lambs families and Messiah church
members. We will begin the registration process
for those wishing to enroll their child(ren) for 5
days/week. A letter explaining the entire process
will be sent out to all current families during the
first week of January. Registration for new
families will begin on February 1.

It is our intention to always provide your child

with the very best care and early education.
Therefore, the staff at Messiah Lambs spends
many hours in preparation and training. Once a
year we attend the Lutheran Church Texas District
conference for early childhood educators. This
conference is held the last weekend of January on
Friday and Saturday. Three out of four years it is
held in other Texas cities. We look forward to
attending this conference as it is both educational
and spiritually uplifting. Thank you for

supporting our bake sale fundraisers which offset
the travel cost involved.
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Infant 1 and Infant 2 News

Miss Pam, Miss Donna, Miss Darlene, Miss Carol,
and Miss Bernadette

It's the start of a New Year, happy 2010! January
we will focus on God keeps me safe. The Infant 2
room will have two 1 year old birthdays: Miley
and Brandon. Happy Birthday! We want to wish
a welcome to our new infant lola!

We would like to remind parents to look over the
break at anything you are sending with your
infant, and if they are not labeled please label
them. This is very helpful to us and required by
the state. If your child is trying something at
home (such as cups or a new food, etc) we will be
happy to help your child with this transition.




The last reminder as we go into the New Year - Our Bible stories will concentrate on Jesus

we live in Texas where the weather is growing up and preparing for his public ministry.
unpredictable, but if it warms enough in the day We will also focus on manners this month, even
we may go outside... so parents, please bring though we work on good manners throughout the
jackets, just in case!! year. We'll be celebrating more birthdays and

cookies are a great treat to bring to school. They
are so proud when they tell us they helped make

Toddlers News the cookies.
Miss Sandra, Miss Tracy, Miss Polly,
Miss Kristy All of the children have learned that Lambs is

such a comfortable place to spend the day. All of
their social skills have blossomed over the past
few months. We all enjoy being a part of theie lif
and sharing the day’s experiences.

We wish all of our students and their families a
very Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and a

safe and relaxing holiday. We have really enjoyed
sharing the miracle of Christmas with your
children. They love to hear about Baby Jesus and
how He was born in a stable with animals nearby.
Please help keep the Christmas Miracle in their
hearts.

In January we will be sharing the season of winter.
We will be learning about snow and snowmen,
penguins and snowflakes. Our colors for the

month are blue and white and our shape is an oval. ,
We will continue to review our numbers with a I : 1
focus on the number 6. During “Jesus Time” we SRR
will learn how God Cares for Us. We will also be

focusing on using good manners especially during

meal times. Three Year Old Two Day Class
May your Christmas be joyful, peaceful and Mrs. Chavez and Mrs. Rowan

bright, and filled with the love of that first holy

night What's coming up in January:

V\{]e will be back at school on Tuesday, January
5™,
Two Year Old Class
Miss Wilma, Miss Kristie, Miss Jessica, Miss Pam,
Miss Cathy, and Miss Kathy

Please remember there will be no school on
January 18 for MLK Day, or on the 28 as the
This is the time for January “blues” since blue is ~ teachers are attending the Lutheran ECE

the color of the month. There are so many shades Conference in Austin.

of blue, so see if you can help your child find

things of blue. Also keep an eye out for anything ~ Our themes will include Winter (Penguins and
oval shaped. We are now up to number 6 so listen Arctic Animals), Pets and Dinosaurs.

to them count. We’'ll be working on wintertime We'll cover letters P, Q, R and S.
art projects and hoping we can see some real
snow. We go outside for recess most days, so Birthday celebrations include Noelle Napier on

make sure you send warm clothing for your child. ~ January B, Shannon Tyler on January"}énd
A pair of mittens or gloves is also helpful.




Phoebe Elfstrom on January23We can't wait
to celebrate with our friends. .

Bible stories for this month include Jesus Grows
as a Child, the Boy Jesus at the Temple, Jesus is
Baptized, and Jesus Chooses the 12 Disciples.

Three Year Old Three Day Class

Mrs. Scheufler and Mrs. Friestad

This month we will have Bible stories about Jesus
Grows as a child, The Boy Jesus at the Temple,

Jesus is Baptized, and Jesus Chooses 12 Disciples.

Our chapel songs this month are “Jesus Grew as
God had Planned”, “My God is so Great”, “Jesus
was Baptized by John”, and “Follow Me, Follow

Me.”

Our Themes this month are Winter/Arctic
Animals, such as Penguins. We are also covering
Dinosaurs this month too. We are learning letters
P, Q, R, and S. We are also learning about
numbers 12, 13, 14 and 15.

Our Star Students this month are Laura Summers
and Leo Wulffraat. Thank you both in advance
for providing us with a healthy snack for us to
enjoy! Thank you to Hunter Shepherd for bringing
us a healthy snack in December!

Please note their will be no school on Monday, Jan.
18" in observance of Martin Luther King Day.
There will also be no school on Friday, January 79
as the teachers will be away at a state conference.

Thank you to all the parents for your generosity in
providing canned goods for the Food Network in
honor of Jesus’ Birthday Thank you also to our
wonderful parents for making the Christmas party
so special for the children!!

Three Year Old Five Day Class (A)

Mrs. Laramy

Study:
Letters P, Q, R, S
Numbers 9, 10

Themes:
Winter
Pets
Dinosaurs for 2 weeks

Bible Stories:
Jesus grows as a child
The boy Jesus at the temple
Jesus is baptized
Jesus chooses 12 disciples

*Please remember to bring a coat/jacket for your
children as we go outside even when it is
chilly/cold. Also, send a hat and gloves or migten
for those cold little bodies!
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Three Year Old Five Day Class
Mrs. Buchwald

It is hard to believe that we have finished oustfir
half of the school year. | have already begun to
see a lot of growth and maturity in the children as
most of them are 4 years old now. You will notice
that they will begin learning and retaining that
information more so during this part of the school
year. The second half of the year will really get
exciting as we go more into some really awesome
units such as Dinosaurs. This is always a favorite
with both boys and girls. Who knows we may
have some future paleontologist among our class!

Winter/Pets
Numbers 8 and 9
Dinosaurs

Themes




Science: The science and process of
evaporation
Animals and their babies
Fossils and Paleontology
Characteristics and lifestyles of
Carnivores against Herbivores
The extinction of dinosaurs
Birthdays:  Daisy and Marsella
Bible Stories:Jesus Grows As a Child

The Boy Jesus At the Temple

Jesus Is Baptized, and

Jesus Chooses 12 Disciples

*Upcoming Events:

Please remember that the school wilchesed on
Monday, January 18" for Martin Luther King
Day, andFriday, January 29", for the teachers to
travel to Austin for our Teacher’s Conference.

Four Year Old Three Day Class
Mrs. Rowan and Mrs. Myers

What's coming up in January:

We will be back at school on Wednesday, January
6™. Friday, January"8will be Pajama Day (more
details to come).

Please remember there will be no school on
January 18 for MLK day, or on the 28 as the
teachers are attending the Lutheran ECE
Conference in Austin.

Our themes will include Traditional Tales, Winter
and Community Helpers.
We'll cover letters P, Q and R.

Healthy snacks are scheduled on Januaf\fas
Emma Mullen, the 20 for Maddie McMullen and
the 27" for Connor Nolen.

Bible stories for this month include The Boy Jesus
at the Temple, Jesus Chooses the 12 Disciples,
and Jesus Blesses the Children.

€

Four Year Old Five Day Class
Mrs. Casady, Mrs. Ozlowski

The first two weeks of January the 5 day 4 yr olds
will study snowy winters, and winter animals.

The last two weeks of January we will learn about
community helpers and have a few community
helpers visitors, including a policeman, a fireman
and possibly a nurse.

Letters of the alphabet which we will practice
writing and signing will be P, Q, R, S.

Our Bible stories will be, Simeon and Anna, Jesus
At the Temple, The 12 Disciples, and Jesus
blesses the children.

Happy Birthday to Mark Dreyer on January 25th!

School will resume on January 5 after Christmas
vacation.

There will beno schoolon January 18th because
of the Martin Luther King holiday,

and there will bano schoolon January 29 due to
an Early Childhood Conference.

Kindergarten Prep Class
Mrs. West

It is amazing to believe that we have
reached the end of 2009! The K-Prep. kids have
had such a wonderful fall semester, and have all
grown up so much! By the time we return from



Christmas break, all of the kids will be 5, which
has been so exciting!

In January we will resume our phonics
study with letter “P,”, and continue through “S.”
Some of our activities will include a pajama day
for letter “P” and making “red robots” for letter
“R.” We will continue reviewing previous letters
and their sounds. We will also begin working
very hard on rhyming words.

In Math we will continue to count to
“100,” write and recognize numbers to “8,” as
well as many other skills during our table and
circle time activities.

Our first unit of the month will be about
winter. We will read Jan Brett's books The
Mitten and_The Hatas well as many of different
types of books. Some of our activities will
include making snow flakes, pretending to ice
skate, and learning about animals that hibernate.

Our next unit is titled “Traditional Tales.”
Some of our stories will include Goldilocks and
the Three Bears, The Little Red Hen, and The
Frog Prince. We will explore many elements of
literature while we study these tales. We will
learn about characters, settings, and plot. Mdny o
our stories are available in different versionsifso
you have a book at home for any, please send
them in for us to enjoy.

Our final unit of the month will be about
Community Helpers. This unit will continue
through the first week of February.

Have you noticed how your child is
growing up? There are a few “growing up skills”
that your kids struggled with when they entered
the class easy for them now. It is fabulous! |
always encourage kids to try to do things before |
help, and it amazing to see their faces when they
succeed. Some of these tasks seem so simple to
us, but they are huge steps in their eyes. Some of
our “growing up accomplishments” include
putting on and zipping up coats, opening chip

bags and ketchup packages, and putting on shoes.

| am so proud of them, because they are always
willing to try new things.

Our Bible stories will focus on the early
years of Jesus’ life. We will learn stories about
him traveling to the temple, choosing the
disciples, and blessing the children.

Kindergarten Class
Mrs. Byrne

| can’t believe that January is almost here. léhop
that everyone will have a great holiday season
celebrating Jesus’ birth. When we return to
school we will get back to work right away.

Our January unit in our curriculum is “Celebrating
Little Things,” this will focus on different aspect
and things that take place in our life that we can
be thankful for and celebrate. This includes thing
like winter, rain, trees, swings, books, sun,
relatives, wind, and parties. We do have a lot to
celebrate.

The letters that we will study are Pp, Qq, Rr, and
Ss. We really do emphasize these letters strongly
during the week, but we continue to review and
look at all twenty-six letters and the vowels
between to form words. The children work hard
and are really showing growth in their word work.
We will have a great pajama party with pancakes
and pigs in the blanket.



Our Bible time includes the stories of Jesus as a
boy at the temple, Jesus choosing his twelve
disciples (they really work hard learning all 12
names for our chapel song). We will also learn
the story of Jesus blessing the children and the

story of when the disciples had their miraculous
catch of fish.

During our math time the children amazed me
with their comprehension of numbers 1-20. They

are able to count, recognize, and put them in
order.

The weather is unpredictable and | would like to
remind you to pack warm clothes, jackets, gloves,
and hats when needed. We go outside everyday
unless it is raining or colder than 35'.

This month also marks the end of another grading
period, and | am so proud of the children’s
progress and their love for each other and our
greatest friend, Jesus.
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Music News
Mrs. Haedge

Alaskan Christmas songs for young
children

Carol of the Bells with jingle bells on
ankles

Acting out Away in a Manger
Advent wreath

| Have A Secret, what can it be? Someone
is coming, wait and see. Hurry, get ready,
hurry, let’s start. Jesus is coming, open
your heart!

Children, children, what do you hear?
Children, children, what do you hear? |
hear young Mary singing, singing, | hear
young Mary singing, singing. Christmas is
near, oh, Christmas is near. Verse 2:
Children, children, what do you hear?
Children, children, what do you hear? |
hear a donkey, clopping, clopping. | hear a
donkey clopping, clopping. Christmas is
near, oh, Christmas is near.



