IMPORTANT THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT PERCENTS!
I. Making a percentage into a decimal- move the decimal place two times to the left!

Example: 15%=0.15 and 7.5%=0.075

II. Making a decimal into a percent- move the decimal place two times to the right!

Example= .33=33% and 0.085= 8.5%

III. Making a fraction into a percent. 

1) Divide the fraction

2) Your answer is a decimal

3) Change the decimal into a percent

Example: 18                       1.          0.75        2.    0.75= 75%
24 24)  18 
IV. Finding a percent of a number.

1) Make percent into a decimal

2) The word of always mean to multiply!

3) Multiply the percent and the number 

4) This is your answer

Example: 

15% of 188

1) 15%=0.15

2) 0.15 x 188

3) 188

         X  .15
            940
     +   1880

          28.20

4) 28.20 is your answer.

V. Sales Tax and Discounts.

Sales taxes are going to add money on to the subtotal. 

Discounts are going to subtract money from the subtotal.

1) You need to make the discount or sales tax percent into a decimal.

2) You must multiply the subtotal and the sales tax or discount.

3) Your answer is the sales tax and/or discount.

4) If it is sales tax you are solving you will need to add your answer to the subtotal.

5) If it is the discount you are solving you will need to subtract your answer from the subtotal.

Example

Sales Tax: 7.5% on a $50.00 bill

1) 7.5%= 0.075

2) 50 x 0.075

3) Answer is $3.75

4) Sales Tax means ADD the answer in #3 to the subtotal. So 50+3.75= $53.75

Discount: 18% off of the $40 shirt

1) 18%=0.18

2) 40 x 0.18=

3) Answer is $7.20

4) Discount means SUBTRACT the answer in #3 from the subtotal. So 40-7.20=$32.80

VI. Percent of Increase or Decrease.
1) Subtract the two prices.

2) Your answer is the amount of increase or decrease.

3) Use the proportion   

Percent change  =     amount decrease or increase
         100                     original amount

4) Cross multiply.

5) Get the variable alone by dividing. Solve.

6) Answer is the percentage of increase or decrease.

Example: A computer cost $1500 in 2001 and in 2008 it cost $850. What is the percentage decrease in the cost.

1) 1500-850=650
2) 650 is the amount of decrease

3)     X             =               650
  100                            1500

4) 650 x 100= 65,000= 1500x

5) 65,000   =    1500x
1500             1500

6) 43.3 is your answer so 43.3% is the percent of decrease in cost.

VII. Simple Interest.

        Interest= principal + rate + time

Once you find the interest you must add it to the principal to find the total.

Example: 

Joe put $5600 into the bank. The rate of interest is 3.25%. Joe left the money in the bank for 6 years. How much interest would he receive over the 6 years? How much total would Joe have?

5600 x   0.0325   x 6   =   $1092 (amount of money gained from interest in 6 years)

5600 + 1092 =  $6692 (amount of money Joe has in total)

