Fifth Graders Collects "Pennies for Peace"


Greg Mortenson was lost in the mountains of Pakistan during a mountain climbing expedition.  An impoverished village took him in, fed him, and cared for him.  During the months he lived in the village he grew to love the people and they loved him.  He learned that the children gathered for school on an open mountainside – when weather permitted.  Their school supplies consisted of sticks, the earth to write on, and little else.  Although not wealthy himself, Mortenson promised to return and build a school for the village.  He kept his promise.

This promise led Mortenson to a lifetime devoted to building schools for the children in many poor, mountain villages in Pakistan and Afghanistan.  The story of his life's work is told in Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Journey to Change the World…One Child at a Time, written by Mortenson and journalist David Oliver Relin.


In front of the altar in 5A sits a two-gallon jar which the students are working to fill with pennies this year.  These pennies will be donated to Mortenson's Central Asia Institute to be added to pennies from children around the world who want to help build schools in remote areas of Pakistan and Afghanistan.  "Why pennies?" Mortenson asks.  "The penny...is essentially worthless in the United States.  In Pakistan and Afghanistan, however, a penny buys a pencil and empowers a child to read and write.  Education is the most powerful force to give hope and create change.  It can create communities and nations where people have more opportunities and live better, healthier lives." 
