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GOD BECKONS: 1. “COME TO THE WEDDING”
John 2: 1-11   Isaiah 62:1-5

Weddings are such emotionally intense times that even the smallest problem sets people off. Some- times for the worst, but sometimes to laughter. Through thirty years of conducting weddings I’ve learned to expect anything and to laugh through the inevitable mishaps – from dropped rings to fainting bridesmaids, to artificial candles that spit flames like bottle rockets, misbehaving ring bearers, and tongue-tied grooms.   At one wedding here a woman answered TWO phone calls on her cell phone and chatted during the ceremony!   


A friend, Jim Fogartie, conducted a wedding at which, when the wedding party turned to face the minster with their backs to the congregation during the opening prayer, all the groomsmen and bridesmaids blacked out their front teeth with wax or a black olive or something.  Now facing Jim, they grinned these big toothless grins and it was all he could do to keep his composure.  No matter where he looked, he saw gap tooth smiles. During the closing prayer, the groomsmen and bridesmaids all swallowed whatever they has used to black out their teeth. When they faced the congregation and smiled, no one was the wiser.  After the service a lady told Jim Fogartie that she hoped he'd one day conduct her daughter's wedding because was the happiest wedding she'd ever seen.

One flustered fellow got so tongue-tied that after several attempts at his vows, he said to my Senior Pastor, Morris Taylor, "You just say 'em FOR me, preacher!"  So Morris turned the vows into questions, and the groom nodded his head Yes.

Weddings are prime settings for getting caught off guard and caught up in the moment.  How fitting a place for Jesus to begin his ministry! Weddings are a sacred act, involving a holy covenant. Weddings are times of great joy and celebration. Today's reading from Isaiah portrays our relationship with God as a marriage and God proclaims his love and devotion to us, changing our names from "Desolate," to “Delight” and from "Forsaken," to "Married."  But there is a problem at this wedding in John’s gospel. They are running out of wine. In Jewish ceremonies wine represented life and abundance. No more wine meant no more party.  

Maybe you've had times in your life when the wine ran out.

You walk into work one day and get the word that you're fired.

Your last child moves away from home and loneliness moves in.

Your son or daughter betrays your trust - and you lie awake nights wondering how to handle it.

Your grades have fallen and you wonder if you really can handle college.

The economic travails have beaten you up financially -- how will you finance your dream?

A loved one died - and your grief consumes you, sorrow grips you.

Your significant other broke your heart.  

The wine, which was go good, so rich, so full, is running out.  What are you to do?

There is more to this water-into-wine, story than first appears.  For instance, why do they have 180 gallons of water at a wedding?  The water is for the Jewish rites of purification.  A host kept water jars at the door for his or her road weary guests to clean up after a dusty journey or to wash his her feet before reclining for a meal.  When you entered the tabernacle or the temple to worship, you dipped your fingers into a bowl of water as a ritual sign of cleansing to prepare yourself for worship, to get yourself ready to draw near to God. As people came into the wedding, they would have dipped their hands into the water and purified themselves; unknowingly preparing themselves for this sacred event that was about to occur.   The story is not just about Jesus taking plain water and turning it into delightful wine.  The issue here is purification, making oneself right with God. 


In the Jewish practice, a cup of water was enough to purify a hundred men.  But here in the story, one hundred and eighty gallons of water is enough to purify the whole village, the whole country, the whole world!   Get it?  Jesus is the purifying water that can cleanse the whole world!  

In the chapter preceding this story, John 1:16, the Bible reads, “We beheld his glory, the glorious presence of the Son of God, and from his fullness we all have received grace upon grace.”  Moses gave laws and purification rituals, but Jesus gave grace and truth, 180 gallons worth of grace! Grace upon grace, jugs filled to the rim, vats of water overflowing, grace upon grace! Jesus is God's love poured out for you to make you clean. God loves you, forgives you, claims you, takes you unto Himself and proclaims you "My delight!" 

In the Cana wedding account, Jesus first resists his mother's request that he help the embarrassed host who has run out of wine. Jesus is.  Why?  Maybe he didn't intend to dole out miracles like party favors, for the convenience of people around him.  Miracles are not meant for trivial tasks.  Jesus would use his miracles to prove his identity, to do God's work and glorify God. Jesus did not come to be someone's errand boy. 

That this is one problem with many of our prayers to God: WE TREAT GOD LIKE OUR SERVANT AND NOT OUR SOVEREIGN. 

Jesus resisted Mary's request at first, but he was a good son and he finally did acquiesce to her wishes.  When Jesus protests his mother’s request, you can imagine Mary responding, “Yeah, yeah, I hear ya’” as she turns to the servants, saying, “Do whatever he tells you.”   I can only guess the look on Jesus face!  Did he roll his eyes as he said to the servants, “Fill the jugs with water!”  He honors his mother and He turned water to wine. Unlike most parties, when you serve the best stuff first and bring out the cheap wine when folks are too drunk to notice the difference, in this case the best wine is saved until the last.  John's gospel is written to proclaim who Jesus is and what he can do in your life. Previously, God had sent patriarchs and prophets and kings.  But now, in Jesus, the best is saved until the last.  Last week’s gospel text had John the Baptist baptizing Jesus and proclaiming Jesus the later and greater One who was to come and now is come.  Throughout John’s gospel are these comparisons in which Jesus is the One greater than Moses and Elijah and prophets and miracle workers.  Jesus is the greater Son of God.

In verse 10, the story pauses, and the narrator says, “This is the first of his signs.”  Jesus’ miracles are consistently called “signs” in John’s gospel.  They reveal something about Jesus but they are intended to point us to God, to God’s power and majesty.  Signs are not ends in themselves, they point to something beyond themselves. 


A miracle is not performed only for its own sake.  A miracle points beyond itself to something else, to a greater truth.  Jesus’ miracle at the wedding at Cana was the first of his signs pointing to God’s glory and activity in their midst.  When the crowd saw the sign, their minds were opened to the revelation, and they were now prepared to see the greater works Jesus would do.  By believing in Jesus people were brought close to God.

We are here because we want to be close to God.  We want to be done with our sins and start afresh.  We want to discern answers we need for direction and purpose.  We want help making through the next week. And God meets us here – often unexpectedly real to us, working newness in our lives, working miracles great and small, helping us learn new ways to conduct ourselves, turning water into wine, turning 180 gallons of guilt into 180 gallons of grace, 180 gallons of forgiveness, 180 gallons of hope and renewal!  Forgiveness of sins past, present, and future!  There is enough grace here for all of us, all of the villagers of Pensacola, all of God’s children! 
At the Last Supper, Jesus says the cup of wine was a new covenant in his blood. 2 Corinthians 5:17 declares that in Christ we are new creatures; the old is past the new is come in Jesus.  The old is past; the new is possible in Jesus Christ!

Newness in Christ frees us from the past.  Our old sins and misdeeds, sources of shame and guilt anchored in past, have been removed by the same Jesus who said, "you are forgiven. Go and sin no more."  He gives us permission and power to start over. From God’s fullness of grace, full up to the brim and overflowing, we have received grace upon grace. 
I like the old story about the man who prayed, “Today, Lord, I have not sinned!  I have not lost my temper today, I have not cursed, I have not envied or lied or yelled in anger. I have not lusted. Bless me now as I get up out of bed and start my day. Amen!”  We have 180 gallons of grace to cover our sins we’re about to commit. 

God’s grace is a religion of joy and happiness, it’s going to the party, the wedding ,the bridegroom is with us and life is good!    God beckons us, COM E TO THE WEDDING, come to the party, come to the feast.   Love and forgive others, share the wine of grace and enjoy life!   

The legalistic religion of the Pharisees was 180 gallons of religious laws and duties and obligations you dare not break.  Do this…don’t do that…600 laws…prove yourself worthy…do a little more ….atone for your sins…earn your forgiveness….do a good deed, shape up, try harder… guilt, guilt, guilt….wallow in your guilt!

But Jesus came to give us a new way.   Jesus acknowledges our sinfulness and appreciates our efforts to be good, but he also recognizes our fallen humanity, our sinful nature.  In all our sinfulness, in all our guilt, in all our foolishness, in all our stumbling bungling ways, still he loves us, forgives us, accepts us.  There is 180 gallons of grace for us.  We’re never good enough, never kind enough, never loving enough, never forgiving enough, never prayerful enough, righteous enough, faithful enough --- yet there is always 180 gallons of grace for us!  
As unexpectedly as the undeserving wedding crowd encountered Christ's miracle working power, you and I encounter Christ every day, and we walk in God’s grace every day, even when we don’t realize it! 

\
Whenever Jesus comes into a person's life, he changes the quality of life for that person as dramatically as water into wine.  Without Jesus, life is flat, tasteless water; but when Jesus comes into your life, your life becomes exuberant, vivid, sparkling wine.  Without Jesus, life is dull and mundane; with Jesus life is thrilling and exhilarating!  With Jesus we can approach life free of past mistakes and resentments. We can go forth with hope and confidence, knowing that "Christ who makes all things new" is with us, helping us to reshape our lives and our relationships.
When you make Christ part of your deepest commitments – marriage, family, career, work toward  fulfilling your dreams  – Jesus is with you to guide you and make available God’s wisdom. Jesus is there, and should you run low in patience, compassion, willpower, or even bodily strength – Jesus  has power to supply your needs because of the abundance of God. Whatever problems you face, whatever you lack, Christ can restore you, he can heal you, he can renew your ability to enjoy life and celebrate life.  If you obey Christ, God will reward your faith and renew your zeal! 
Our best plans don’t always succeed. Life often throws us a curve. But as long as Jesus is with you, there is hope. 
You can’t always see in advance how God is going to provide for your needs. 
You may not know what the Lord is going to do to change your circumstances. 

  God may leave your circumstance alone and instead change you..for the better! 

You can’t predict what you might have to do to be a part of the solution. But you can trust that  God can use all things to work for good. God honors your commitment, and God’s providence will prevail. 

Jesus saved the wedding day with 180 gallons of wine. 

Jesus saves our day with grace upon grace. 

God beckons us: Come to the Wedding.  Enjoy the celebration, trust that life is good.   

Join the party and let us celebrate the good news; the Bridegroom  is with us ..all is well.  We’re going to make it!

Let us pray:


Come into our lives, Lord Jesus!


Work your miracles is us; work your healing powers!


Cleanse us from all sin and make us new wine!


Grant us direction as to what each of us must now do to make our lives a testimony to you.


Grant us such purpose and hope that we shall walk out of here hearts aflame with devotion 
to you and your work.


We want to know you, Lord Jesus, and follow you.


Make yourself known to us and lead us in paths of righteousness.


We will follow, Lord God. 


Forgive us our sins and make us better witnesses to You.


In Jesus our Lord,  Amen!
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