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GOD BECKONS:  2. COME, RETURN UNTO THE LORD

Hosea 6:1-11

In the Bible, God continually beckons his people to come before him, to come follow  him, to come join his work in the world.  In the early chapters of the Bible, Genesis 7:1, "The lord said to Noah come into the ark and all your household, for you alone I have seen to be righteous before me".  God's last invitation in the Bible is Revelation 22:17 "The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let everyone who hears say, "Come." And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift."  In response, the Bible ends with humanity beckoning for Christ to return and save the world: "Maranatha. 'Come, Lord Jesus'" (Revelation 22:20).  

In today's passage Hosea beckons the Israelites “Come, Let us return to the Lord.”  Hosea beckons them to return to God from their rebellious, idolatrous ways, and Hosea warns them of dire consequences should they choose not to return.  Hosea is very Old Testament in style – strong words of judgment and call to repent; yet Hosea is very New Testament in message – God’s grace is extended to those who least deserve it. 

God’s grace makes it possible for them to come back.  

God beckons us, but we have to respond.   And coming back involves three steps:  Realization – Repentance – and then Restoration.   
REALIZATION

Before we can come back or will come back to God, we must first realize our sin, realize our predicament.  Recall Hosea's invitation: “Come, let us return to the Lord….” (Hosea 6:1).   It's an invitation to those who have known previously the closeness of God. "Come, let us return…" "Return" reveals that there had been a better time, a time of greater obedience, a time of closer fellowship with the Lord God.



Do you remember a better day in your life?


A time when Christ seemed closer than today?


A time when the joy of the lord was more real than it is now?


A time when prayer and Bible study were more meaningful?


A time when church services were more rewarding?


A time when you cared more about people and their salvation?


A time when you felt compelled to serve others in the community?


A time when you recognized the awesome responsibility and privilege you have 
to make disciples of your children and friends in this church?


What happened along the way that you lost it?

Hosea's subjects had left their first love for the lord.  Hosea, chapters 1 through 3, tell the story.  At God's command Hosea marries a prostitute, and they have several children.  Boy, do the names they give the children speak volumes!

   A son, "Jezreel," so named because God will punish Israel at the battle of Jezreel.
   A daughter, Lo-ruhamah, "She has not obtained compassion" because God will no                                 

        longer have compassion of the defiant people of Israel.

   A son, Lo-ammi, "Not my people," Because the people of Israel are no longer God's                   

        people and God is not their God; He turns his back on them.

They will suffer the consequences of their sin and their nation will falter.  

 In chapter 2, Hosea says to Israelites, "Plead with your mother, plead with her" because she is not my wife and I am not her husband; she does not stop her whoring ways, she plays the harlot without shame.  So it's time I strip her naked again and expose her as the  shameful harlot she was before I married her." Because she does not acknowledge that it was I who took her in and gave her dignity.

But then, as the seriousness of their sins sinks it, that they are about to lose everything,  God relents and explains that his purpose is to reconcile his people and to restore their dignity, their honor, their position, their joy, their prosperity; God will restore the covenant with them and he will remarry them, in a symbolic second marriage.  
Unless you realize the seriousness of your errors, you’re not apt to change. 
Hosea's invitation to return comes to those who have felt God chastening them, punishing them.  "He has torn us…he has wounded us.…"  Why God has been harsh with them?    

Why would God bring trouble to His children?  Answers?

He chastens those He loves:    Hebrews 12:5-7

"My child, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, or lose heart when you are punished by him; for the Lord disciplines those whom he loves, and chastises every child whom he accepts.  Endure trials for the sake of discipline. God is treating you as children; for what child is there whom a parent does not discipline?"

Sin had become a way of life for these people:   Hosea 4:1-3

Hear the word of the LORD, O people of Israel; for the LORD has an indictment against the inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or loyalty, and no knowledge of God in the land.  Swearing, lying, murder, stealing and adultery break out; bloodshed follows bloodshed. Therefore the land mourns, and all who live in it languish. 

Are you toying with temptation?  Are you yielding to sin?  If so, you are living dangerously!  Wake up!  Realize what you are doing, stop it, and Return to the Lord!

REPENTANCE

Realization’s wakeup call issues a summons to act – REPENT – change your ways.

Turn away from the sinful influences that are destroying you and walk towards God’s grace.   In Hosea 5:15 God says he will withdraw from them until they see their need of him and acknowledge their guilt seek him out – whereupon God will help them!

Turn from sin and turn toward God.   …Come, let us return unto the Lord.

Turn your will …turn your heart…turn your steps….

Hosea's invitation is troubling: none of us likes to be called on the carpet. But it is good news… Come, God will heal us…God will bandage us up.

Good news!  God loves us despite our sinfulness, despite our stubbornness, our neglect.

God will revive us!

God will raise us up that we may live before him!

We shall live in his sight and prosper again.

Return to the lord while you have time to respond to his call!

Pastor John Roebuck once told of two sisters who had such a bitter argument that they stopped speaking to each other. Unable or unwilling to leave their small home that they shared, they continued to use the same rooms and sleep in the same bedroom.  But they drew a chalk line down the middle of their bedroom, dividing it into two halves, even dividing the doorway into two halves so each could come and go without trespassing on her sister’s domain.  In the dark at night each could hear the other breathing, but neither spoke a word.  For years they co-existed in grinding silence.  Neither was willing to apologize and initiate restoration.  (Roebuck, 199). 

Pride inhibits repentance.  Self righteousness blocks restoration.  When we finally realize our guilt and proclaim to God, “I’m sorry. I need help” that’s when repentance begins. 

Repentance means that we own responsibility for our sins; we accept responsibility for who we are and who we have become, what we have contributed to the cause of our problems.  Repentance is acting responsibly to correct what can be corrected.  

RESTORATION

Hosea’s message included not only God’s message of condemnation, but a summons to return unto the Lord, a message of refreshment and hope. God loves his children and so offers healing through a mended relationship. Hosea 6:3 states that God’s love and forgiveness will bring new life and refreshment, like fresh rain watering the earth bringing forth new growth. 

Hugh and volunteers from the congregation acted out the following illustration, spread out across the front of the sanctuary 
Jon Roebuck recalls a demonstration of God’s restoration.  A professor had two students stand very close together, facing each other.  The close posture represented a close and loving relationship.   The professor then began to place other people, representative of sins, between the two students.  The more the sin, the greater the separation, until finally the two students were quite far apart.  


“Forgiveness,” he said, occurs when God removes the sin.  The students representing the sin were then asked to step out of line and go back to their seats. The two students remained standing far apart, though the “sin” was removed.   

“Restoration, ” he said, “occurs when God steps toward humanity again, and when we step toward one another.”  Silently the two students then walked back toward each other.  


“God is never content with broken relationships. God desires to “refresh” them and make them whole and complete again.  Our God is a God of restoration. We repent; God refreshes.”  (Roebuck, 200) 

Come. Let us return to the Lord our God.

For he will heal us

He will bandage us

He will restore us 

He will refresh us
that we may live before him and live for one another again.  Amen!
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