
BISHOP RAY TIEMANN 
 
 
The Rev. Dr. Ray Tiemann was elected in May 2000 to serve as the fourth 
bishop of the Southwestern Texas Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America.  He began his first six-year term of office on September 1, 2000 and 
was re-elected in May, 2006 for a second six-year term. 
 
Prior to his election as bishop, Tiemann served as co-pastor at Holy Ghost 
Lutheran Church in Fredericksburg, Texas, since 1985.  He was pastor of 
Abiding Savior Lutheran Church of Cameron, Texas, from 1979 to 1985. 
 
Bishop Tiemann previously served as chair of the synod's Commission for 
Professional Leadership, twice as Dean of the Hill Country Conference, and as 
chair of the planning committees for several synod assemblies and other 
synodical events. 
 
Tiemann received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Texas Lutheran College in 
1975, a Master of Divinity degree from Wartburg Theological Seminary in 1979, 
and a Doctor of Ministry in Preaching degree from the Lutheran School of 
Theology in Chicago in 1995.  His thesis centered on the relationship between 
the children's sermon and the general sermon for the day as a way to reach a 
broader segment of the congregation with the message of the Gospel. 
 
He and his wife, Debbie, reside in Fredericksburg.  They have two children, 
Daniel and Rebecca. 
 


