HOPE BIBLE STUDY – RACIAL JUSTICE
Why have the discussion?
In several public statements, Eaton has called for sustained conversations about
racism and racial justice, particularly in response to events across the United
States:
“God’s intention for all humanity is that we see the intrinsic worth, dignity and
value of all people. Racism undermines the promise of community and fractures
authentic relationships with one another. We need to talk and we need to listen,
but we also need to act.”
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton

Share your stories:
Where/How have you experienced racism or privilege in your life?

What might be God’s image for humanity?
Revelation 7:9-17
The vision of an incredibly diverse multitude surrounding God’s throne as the
ultimate place of praise and worship, and a desire of God’s for such diversity.
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.
10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is
seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels stood around the
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their
faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, “Amen! Blessing and
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our
God forever and ever! Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying,
“Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” 14 I said to
him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 For this reason they are before the throne of
God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated
on the throne will shelter them.16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17 for the Lamb at the center
of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the
water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

1 John 4:16-21
With God’s love as our foundation, we are called to love everyone as children of
God.
16 So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment,
because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect
love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not
reached perfection in love. 19 We love[a] because he first loved us. 20 Those who
say, “ I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters,[b] are liars; for those who
do not love a brother or sister[c] whom they have seen, cannot love God whom
they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have from him is this: those who
love God must love their brothers and sisters[d] also.
Is there other scripture that comes to mind for you?

Why might we be called to act for racial justice?
Matthew 25:35-40
“. . . for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw
you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’
And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, [a] you did it to me.’”
Galatians 5:13-15
13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the
entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.”
Is there other scripture that comes to mind?
How might we combat racism and strive for racial justice?

