TEXTS CONCERNING RACE, FOREIGNERS
Revelation 7:9-17
The vision of an incredibly diverse multitude surrounding God’s throne as the
ultimate place of praise and worship, and a desire of God’s for such diversity.
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They
cried out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God,
12 singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white,
and where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that
knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.
15 For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

1 John 4:16-21
With God’s love as our foundation, we are called to love everyone as children of
God.
16 So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears
has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love[a] because he first loved us. 20
Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters,[b] are liars; for
those who do not love a brother or sister[c] whom they have seen, cannot love God
whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have from him is this: those
who love God must love their brothers and sisters[d] also.
Texts about welcoming the stranger
1 Kings 8:41-43
41 “Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from
a distant land because of your name 42 —for they shall hear of your great
name, your mighty hand, and your outstretched arm—when a foreigner
comes and prays toward this house, 43 then hear in heaven your dwelling
place, and do according to all that the foreigner calls to you, so that all the
peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your people
Israel, and so that they may know that your name has been invoked on this
house that I have built.
Deuteronomy 10:17-19
17
For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God,
mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, 18 who executes
justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing
them food and clothing. 19 You shall also love the stranger, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt.
Leviticus 19:33-34
When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien.
34 The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you;
you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt:
I am the Lord your God.

Exodus 23:9
You shall not oppress a resident alien; you know the heart of an alien, for
you were aliens in the land of Egypt.
Acts 10:26-40 (Peter and Cornelius)
Peter, a devout Jew who becomes a follower of Jesus, has to be convinced to see
the mission of spreading the Gospel had to be bigger than his prejudices, and that
he had to unlearn some habits that excluded certain people. Peter’s change of
mind comes through a theophany – an encounter with God; then, by a new
friendship with Cornelius.
In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Cohort, as
it was called. 2 He was a devout man who feared God with all his household; he
gave alms generously to the people and prayed constantly to God. 3 One afternoon
at about three o’clock he had a vision in which he clearly saw an angel of God
coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius.” 4 He stared at him in terror and said,
“What is it, Lord?” He answered, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a
memorial before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa for a certain Simon who is called
Peter; 6 he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.” 7
When the angel who spoke to him had left, he called two of his slaves and a devout
soldier from the ranks of those who served him, 8 and after telling them
everything, he sent them to Joppa.
9 About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city,
Peter went up on the roof to pray. 10 He became hungry and wanted something to
eat; and while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. 11 He saw the heaven
opened and something like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the
ground by its four corners. 12 In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and
reptiles and birds of the air. 13 Then he heard a voice saying, “Get up, Peter; kill
and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything
that is profane or unclean.” 15 The voice said to him again, a second time, “What
God has made clean, you must not call profane.” 16 This happened three times,
and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven.
17 Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision that he
had seen, suddenly the men sent by Cornelius appeared. They were asking for
Simon’s house and were standing by the gate. 18 They called out to ask whether
Simon, who was called Peter, was staying there. 19 While Peter was still thinking
about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Look, three[a] men are searching for you.
20 Now get up, go down, and go with them without hesitation; for I have sent

them.” 21 So Peter went down to the men and said, “I am the one you are looking
for; what is the reason for your coming?” 22 They answered, “Cornelius, a
centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole
Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house
and to hear what you have to say.” 23 So Peter[b] invited them in and gave them
lodging.
The next day he got up and went with them, and some of the believers[c] from
Joppa accompanied him. 24 The following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius
was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 On
Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, worshiped him. 26 But
Peter made him get up, saying, “Stand up; I am only a mortal.” 27 And as he talked
with him, he went in and found that many had assembled; 28 and he said to them,
“You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a
Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean.
29 So when I was sent for, I came without objection. Now may I ask why you sent
for me?”
30 Cornelius replied, “Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, I was
praying in my house when suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me. 31
He said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been
remembered before God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon, who is
called Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ 33 Therefore
I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. So now all of
us are here in the presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you
to say.”
34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him
on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he
is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”
44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.
45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46 for they heard
them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47 “Can anyone
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit
just as we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.
Acts 8:26-40 – Philip meets the Ethiopian official
The Apostle Philip meets a high ranking royal official from Ethiopia. He finds the
man (triply-unclean: foreign, black and a eunuch) studying Isaiah and has a bible
study with him. The man asks Philip to baptize him into the Way of Jesus. The
Good News now spreads outside Judea, all because of a chance encounter and
getting to know a stranger.
26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south[a] to
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27
So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this
chariot and join it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 He replied, “How
can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside
him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36 As

they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said,
“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?”[b] 38 He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went
down into the water, and Philip[c] baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more,
and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he
was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until
he came to Caesarea.
John 4:1-44
Woman at well with Jesus – Samaritan/foreigner, different religious
practices, outcast, female, unclean, etc. Jesus spends time with her despite
all of the cultural prohibitions against their encounter. She spreads the
Good News about Jesus to her village.
Genesis 16:1-16, 21:8-21
An unfortunate story of Hagar (an Egyptian slave girl) and her son Ishmael,
and their harsh treatment at the hands of Abraham and Sarah. However,
God promises to protect and bless Hagar and her son.

